REPORT 



FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON 

KILRESH UNION; 

TOG£rJ/i'R WITH THE , 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 

APPENDIX, AND INDEX. 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

25 My 1 S50. 



615. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ ii ] 



Jovis, 16» die Mcdif 1850. 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to Inquire into the Administration of 
the Poor Law in the Kilrush Union, since the 29th day of September 1848. 



LuruB, 27“ die Mail, 1850. 



■ Committee nominated of — 

Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Sir William Somerville. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien. 

The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
Mr, Monsell. 

Lord Naas. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 



Mr. William Fagan. 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 

Mr. Shafto Adair. 
Mr. Bright. 

Mr, Cornewall Lewis. 
Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Mr, Clements. 



Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records. 



Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the said Committee. 



Veiveris, T die /ami, 1850. 



Ordered, That Mr. Henry Herbert be discharged from further attendance cm the 
Committee, mid that Mr. Morgan John O’Connell be added thereto. 



Jovis, 25® die Julii, 1850. 



Ordered, That the Committee have power to Report the Minutes of Evidence taken 
before them to The House. 



REPORT P-H* 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE p. iv 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE p. i 

appendix ----------- p. 237 

INDEX - p. 250 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to Inquire into tbe Administration 
of the Poor Law in the Kiltotsh Union, aince the 2Sthday of September 
1848; 

JJAVE taken Evidence on the Matter referred to them, and have agreed 
to Report the same to The House. 



26 July I860. 
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PEOOEEDINGS OF THE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Jovis^ 30“ die Mali, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT t 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 

The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
Sir Lucius O’Brien. 

Sir William Somerville. 



Mr. Fagau. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Lord Naas. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 



•George Poulett Scrope, Esq., called to the Chair. 

The Committee deliberated on the course of their proceedings. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Martis, 4° die Junii, 1860. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Poulett Scrope, in the Chair. 



Lord Arundel and Sun-ey. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Sir William Somerville. 
Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 



Mr. Monsell. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien, 
Mr. Stafford. . 



[The Committee adjourned till Friday, at Twelve o’clock. 



Ffweris, 7“ die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr. Poulett Scrope, in the Chair. 

Sir R. Ferguson. I The ^arl of Arundel and Surrey. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien. • 1 Mr. G. C, Lewis. 

[Adjourned to Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven. 



Martis, 11“ die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Poulett Scrope, in the Chair. 



Mr. C. Lewis. 
Mr. Clements. 
Sir L. O’Brien. 
Mr. Monsell. 

Sir R. Ferguson, 



Mr. Fagan. 

Sir W. Somerville. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. Shafto Adair. 



Captain A. E. Kennedy examined. 



[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve. 
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VeneriSf 14’ die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT: 



Mr. PouLETT ScnoPE, in the Chair. 



Sir W. Somerville. 

Lord Arundel and Surrey. 
Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Clements. 

Mr. Fagan. 



Sir R. Ferguson. 
Sir L. O’Brien. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 
Mr. G. C. Lewis. 



Captain A. E. Kennedy examined. 



[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve, 



Martis, IS" die Junii, 1860. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. PouLETT ScROPE, in the Chair. 



Mr. Clements. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 

Sir L. O’Brien. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Captain Kennedy examined. 



Lord Arundel and Surrey. 

Sir W. Somerville. 

Lord Naas. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis. 

Mr. M. J. O’Connell. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 

[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve. 



Veno'is, 21® die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr. PouLETT ScRopE, in the Chair. 



Sir R. Ferguson. 

Mr. Clements. 

Lord Arundel and Surrey. 
Sir W. Somerville. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Captain Kennedy examined. 

Mr. Marcus Keane examined. 



Sit L. O’Brien. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 



[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve. 



Martis, 26® die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Mr. PouLETT ScROPE, ill the Chair. 



Mr. Monsell. 

Sir L. O’Brien. 

Sir W. Somerville. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Marcus Keane examined. 

Rev. Michael Meehan examined. 
-Colonel C. M. Vandeleur examined. 
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Mr. Clements. 
Lord Naas. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 
Mr. O’Fiaherty. 



[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve. 
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Veneris, 28* die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBEBS present: 



Mr. PovLETT Scbope, in the Chair. 



Sir L. O’Brien. 
Mr. Clements. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis. 
Sir R. Ferguson. 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 



Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Stafford, 

Ml-. Fagan. 

Mr. O’Connell. 

Sir W. Somerville. 



Colonel Vandeleur examined. 

The Rev. Michael Meehan examined. 

[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve, 



Martis, 2® die Julii, 1850. 



MEMBERS present: 



Sir L. O’Brien. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Clements. 
Mr. G. C. Lewis. 
Lord Naas. 



Mr. Poulett Sceope, in the Chair. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 
Sir W. Somerville. 
Mr. Monsell. 



Colonel Vandeleur examined. 



[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve.. 



Veneris, 5® die Julii, 1850. 



membees present: 



Mr. Poulett Sceope, in the Chair.. 



Mr.G. C. Lewis. 
Mr. Clements. 
Mr. S. Adair. 

Sir L. O’Brien. 
Lord Naas. 



Sir R. Ferguson. 

Earl of Ai*undel and Surrey. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Sir W. Somerville. 



Captain Kennedy examined. 



[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve o’clock. 



Mortis, 9“ die Julii, 1850. 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr. PoTiLETT ScROPE, ia the Chair. 



Mr. S. Adair. 


[ Mr. Clements. 


Sir W. Somerville. 


Mr. G. C. Lewis. 


Lord Naas. 


1 Mr. Fagan. 


Mr. ilf<irc?<s Keane examined. 
Rev. Thomas Molony examined. 
Mr. Cornelius Doherty examined. 
Colonel Vandeleur examined. 


[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve o’clock, 
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Martis, 16 “ die Juki, 1850 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT; 



Mr. PouLETT ScROPE, in the Chair. 



Mr. Fagan. 

Lord Arundel and Surrey. 
Mr. G. C. Lewis. 

Mr. Monsell. 



Sir W. Somerville. 
Sir R. Fei ghson. 
Sir L, O’BrieD, 



Captain JCer/netiy examined. 

Colonel VandeleuT examined. 

Mr. Francis Coffee examined. 

Colonel Vandeleur examined. 

Captain Kennedy examined. 

[Adjourned to Thursday, at One. 



Jovis, 25 ® die Julii, 1850 . 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr, PouiETT ScROPE, in the Chair. 

Mr. Monsell. J Sir L. O’Brien. 

Sir W. Somerville. | Lord Naas. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis. j Mr. Faean. 

Mr. Clements. 



Report proposed by the Chairman read a first time, as follows : 

" Your Committee considered that they would most 6tly discharge the task entrusted to 
them by endeavouring to ascertain from the best evidence they could procure— 

“First, Whether the Poor Law has been administered in this union in such a manner as 
requirements of the law, and effect its presumed object ; namely, the due 
relief of the destitute poor, and the preservation of the lives of Her Majesty’s subjects. 

“ Secondly, If it were found to have failed in either of these respects, what were the 
causes of such failure ; and what means might have been, or may still be taken to secure that 
great object. 

In pmsuance of this inquiry, Your Committee examined several witnesses, including 
Captain Kennedy, the inspector, who has since 1847 had special charge of the union (and 
whose Reports ma<le to the Commissioners, and by them laid before Parliament, had some 
time since attracted attention to the extreme sufferings endured by the poor of this particular 
district). Colonel Vandeleur, the principal resident landowner and Climrman of the Board 
of Guardians, Mr. M. Keane, a land agent for several of ihe largest properties, two of the 
Catholic clergy, and some other respectable residents of the union. 

“In addition, Your Committee have had referred to (hem the Report of Mr. Inspector 
Bourke, who was specially required by the Poor Law Commissioners to examine into the 
condition of ibis union in April last, and Returns made to the Order of The House, of the 
yth rebruary last, containing the Correspondence between the Poor Law Commission and 
the inspector, and Board of Guardians of the union, from the xst December 1849 to the 
latest available date. 

concurrent testimony of all the evidence produced before Your Committee proves 
the amount of destitution which has existed throughout this union for the last three years, 
and the consequent sufferings of the bulk of its population, to have been imense to a degree 
mmosi beyond conception. As one consequence, there has occurred a great decrease in 5“2"593* 
the numbers of the population, the extent of which it is not easy to ascertain with any 
approach to accuracy,, but which is estimated by different persons at from one-fourth to 

^*3- a 4 one-halfj 
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one-lialf ; and aa it is staled by several witnesses that little emigration has taken place, this 
fearful diminution must be considered owing almost entirely *° 

want. One witness, the Rev. Mr. Meehan, states, that the population of the large partali 
of Carvigahoh, in the western part of the unton, and winch tn 1841 was 12,700, is now 
reduced to between 4,000 and 5,000 only, or constderably less than one-hall , and of this 
remnant ■ a large proportion ate still gradually dwindhng away from the clotl ing„ 

shelter, and food.’ “Irhey are becoming extinct ; they arc inore ht for the inarma-y than 
anything else ; I believe whatever amount of food you might now give, you could never 
restore them to health.’ 



“The Rev. Mr. Molony, parish priest of another extensive parish (Kilmurry) at the oppo- 
site extremity of the union, gave an equally deplorable account of the sufferioga of its iiilta- 

UmnTs SyMhatin.si^tetooklcen 

At presentit is reduced to 5,378 1 and of this remnant, which comprises 1054 famd.es 53^^^ 
families, or more than one-half, are absolute paupers, while at least oiie-halfof the ramatnder 
are on the verge of paupeilstu. Three or four of these famihes are often crowded into a 
siuirle cabin, owing to eviction from their former dwellings, and llie number of houses that 
have been levelled? He has known families of eight, nine, and ten number wholly swept 
away. In 13 townlands alone he had personal knowledge ot 864 persons that have died 
froiii want of the necessaries of life. Nor can the diminution of the population be accounted 
for in this case by emigmlion ; the wilness staling that on close inquiry he could not dnd 
that more than 20 families had emigrated. 
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“ The orisinal cause of the awful privations to which the inhabitants ot this distnet have 
been exposed, was unquestionably the failure of the potato crop in .846 and the succeed- 
ing years, by which the great bulk of them lost not merely their usual sustenance, but like- 
wise the mekns on which they depended for paying the rents of the sniall holdings they 
occupied. The amount ofdesutution thus immedialely caused may be judged of from ihe 
fact, tliai in the spring of 1847 no less than 47,000 persons, being more than one-halt 
of the entire population (82,000 in 1841), were relieved under the Burgoyne Act. The 
pressure that has since that date been weighing upon the Poor Law (unaided by any 
auxiliary system) can be no matter of surprise, the potato crop having been, more or less 
partially a failure in the aubsequeiit years, and much land haying for a time gone out ot 
tillage entirely. 



iieigc 

The amount of destitution pressing on the Poor-law Administration has also been 
^rreatlv increased (in the opinion of the 'inspector and other witnesses) by the very nume- 
rous evictions of the poorer tenantry that have taken place during the >st three years 
nsuallv accompanied by the demoliiion of their houses ; a process to which then inability 
to pay the rents previously contracted for rendered them immediately liable. 



3903-2910. 
3158, &c. 



" The extent to which ihese evictions liavebeen carried upon particular properties has 
been made a matter of painful contention before Your Committee; the general tenor ol 
the Reports of Captain Kennedy on this point being declared 

accuracy of the lists of evictions and levelled houses for some tune foiwarded by him to 
the Poor-law Commissioners, and by them laid before Parliament, being disputed by the 
owners or agents of certaik properties. Your Committee, referring generally to the 
Evidence talfen by them ou these points, wish to avoid entering, m then 
details, the facts of which are not easily verified, and wmeh, except to the parties mte- 
rested, are comparatively unimportant and foreign to the object of their inquiry. Tiat 
evictions and house levellings have been pursued most exiensiyely and systematica^^^^^ 
throughout the union for the last three years, and are still contmuiag on tlie larpst scale, 
is beyond all question. A close and detailed survey of ibe entire union, upon the basis of 
ihe Ordnance Map. produced before Your Cornmiltee by Mr Coffee, a professional sur- 
veyor ami civil engineer, in the employment of the Board of Works, and who has levised 
the Poor-law valuation, and also applotted the Ordnance valuation throughout ihe union, 
a land-a^ent, moreover, who has himself, as such, evicted a considerable nurnber ot 
tenantry "from the property he manages (who therefore may be considered both the mas. 
competent authority and an impartial witness), attests ihe sum total of evicted families 
since the commencement of 1847 to be 2,700, comprehending 14,364 individuals, 
no less than 1,950 families bad their houses totally levelled, 408 others were wholly dis- 
uossessed and 341 were temporarily readmitted as caretakers, subject to complete expul- 
sion ai am- moment. These numbers go far lo confirm the general staieiuents in Captain 
Kennedy’s Reports as to the vasi extent to which eviction has been earned. 



“ A. fuither confirmation ’may be found in a return of the number of rated tenements m 
the union, from whicl. it appears that there was a diniination in their number, between- 
1846 and 1850, from 9,050 10 7,299, or of 1,751, which at the usual calculation of 6 i w 
eacli family, would represent a number of 9,630 persons. Bat inasmuc 1 as one rated tene- 
ment freqnently comprehended seveial dwelling-houses, this must be lar below the actual 
number of the persons unhoused. 



« Some idea may be formed of ihe terrible character of this system from the siatement 
of one witness, that he has known 54 houses thrown down on one property in one oay, and 
*?20 t-ersons at once turned out without shelter; that in another townland. named Shan- 

drum, there were 44 39° ’ 7d bv 

there were 43 families in 1S41. there are now only two. This evidence is 
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another witness, ihe Rev. Mr. Molony, who lives upon the townland of Shaiidfuni, and 
states the number of families evicted from it to have been 55, equal to about 300 persons, 
<iut of a population formerly of 400. On another townland, named Quilty, tlie same ivit- 
ness states that four years back there were 92 families; now there are but 23; more than 
60 families having been evicted, or forced in some way out of their bouses ; the witness 
remarking that ‘ hunger is as ettectual an evictor as the sheriff bimself.’ 

_ “ This remark will assist in explaining much of the apparent eouiradiclions as to par- 
ticular cases of reported evictions; that term having been applied in Captain Keniuly’s 
Reports, and genenilly in the evidence before Your Committee, 10 cases of dispossession, 
not only by legal process of habere, but also by voluniaiy surrender of the occupant, 
whether for a small sum of money (called compensation by some witnesses), whicii appears 
to have been occasionally paid to get thoroughly quit of a pauper tenant, and induce him 
to pull down his own house, or with the object of obtaining relief, which could often be had 
only on that condition. In some cases, after the legal process of obtaining possession on 
the part of the landlord had been carried out by habere, a poition of the tenants have been 
re-admitted, some as mere caretakers, liable to be removed without notice on ihe moment, 
some as tenants under a new holding. But the latter cases are of course not to be rec- 
koned as evictions, nor are any such, nor even those who are re-admitted as caretakers, 
so reckoned among the large number of 2,358 evicted and unhoused families, comprehend- 
ing 12,000 souls, which are included in Mr. Coffee’s Repoit. 

“ Your Committee does not undertake to give any opinion as to the moral chiiracfer, 
or the perhaps even qiiestiouable legality of this wholesale system of eviction and house 
levelling. 
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" It has been defended, to tlie extent to winch it is admitted to have taken place by the 
landowners or land agents examined before Your Committee, by the alleged necessity of 
removing tenants that did not pay their rents, and could not properly cultivate their land. 
Such reasons may to a considerable extent appear valid as inspects the occupation of land. 
It must, however, be added that some of the witnesses have stated that this process has 
been carried too far for the interest of the landlord himself; that much of the land from 
which the funner tenants were removed is still unoccupied, and that a timely reduction of 
rent, and a little assistance in the way of employment (perhaps in improving their own 
holdings), would have enabled very many strugglers to remain and pay their way in future 
who iiave disappeared under the process of eviction. 

“ To whatever extent the non-payment of rents may have rendered these evictions neces- 
sary in the opinion of the landowners or agents, it is admitted by all their payment was an 
irapossiliilily. Whether the rents of this district were high or low (upon which a difference 
of opinion existed among the witnesses, but which Your Committee do not consider to be 
a question within their province to discuss), all agree that the greater number of the small 
tenants were, ilirougii the failure of the potato, rendered wholly incapable of paying them, 
and therefore exposed necessarily to be proce^Bed and evicted at the will of their landlord, 
at the same time that, by the same cause, they were reduced to actual destitution, or the 
very verge of it. 

“ The motive alleged for destroying the houses where no land was attached to them, or 
it had all been reiinqnished, is rifclared to have been partly the burden of poor rate, which 
upon all holdings under 4/. in value falls exclusively on the owner; partly the expediency 
of getting rid of pauper residents on the estate, whose nuighbourhoocl might be dangerous 
to properly, and a nuisance at all events to the remaining occupiers. 

“ Your Committee give no opinion cm the extent to which these considerations may or 
may not Justify the siulden dispossession and unhousing of so lurge a portion of the popu- 
lation. They believe the practice not to have been peculiar to the Union of Kilrush, but 
to have been carried out as extensively, and with the same formidable results, in other 
unions of the western and southern counties of Ireland, and tliat no subject more earnestly 
demands the consideration of the Legislature; especially since it is still going on with 
unabated rigour. 
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“ There can he no doubt, however, that these vast clearances and the wholesale destruc- 
tion of the dwellings of the poor must have added very greatly to the dilBcuIty of success- 
fully administering the Poor Law, wherever they took place; and this appears to have been 
the result in the Union of Kilrush, froin the evidence taken before Your Committee. In 
the vvords of Captain Kennedy’s Report of the 5th July 1848, ‘A sudden and unexpected 
pressure is occasioned from the localities where such wholesale evictions take place, desti- 
tution is increased and its character aggravated, and a fearful amount ol' disease and morta- Report on Evic- 
lity is the result.' tiom, p. 7. 

“The question, indeed, naturally occurs, what becomes of Ihe evicted and houseless 
families ? The answer was repeatedly given son>e time since in Captain Kennedy's Reports, 
and it has been confirmed by the evidence taken by Your Commiitee. 

“These helpless creatures are not only unlionsed, but often driven off the land, no one 
remaining on the lands being allowed to lodge or harbour them. Or, tliey,. perhaps, linger 
about the spot, and frame some temporary slielter out of the materials:of their old homes 
against a broken wall, or behind a -ditch or fence, nr in a bog-hole (scalps as they are 
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calleil), places totally unfit lor human habitations; ov they crowd into aome of tlie few 
neigiibcutritig cabins still left standing, when allowed to do so, as lodgers, where such 
numbers usually congregate that disease, together with the privations of other kinds which 
they endure, before long carry them off. ‘ As soon as one horde of houseless and all but 
naked paupers are dead, or provided for in the w'orkhouse, another wholesale eviction 
doubles the iiumbei:, who in their turn pass through the same ordeal of wandering from 
house to house, or burrowing in bogs or behind ditches, till broken down by privation and 
exposuie to the eiernenis, they seek the workhouse, or die by the roadside.** That this 
account is by no means exaffeevated, may be ascertained from the confirmatory testimony 
to the same effect of Dr. Pnelan.t of Mr. Inspector Bourke,^ and of several witnesses 
before Your Committee. 

“ In this manner those of the able-bodied cliiss of poor who remain out of the workhouse 
(and the areatc-r nuniher appear to piefer any extremity of suffering to going in there with 
their families), euiployroent being unattainable, except at rare intervals, and for a rate of 
pjay insufficient to maintain a family, are gradually broken down and merged in the infirm 
cliiss, which alone, since the last harvest, have been the recipients of out-door relief, 
namely, the class relievable under section 1 of the Poor Law. The numbers mi the out- 
door relief lists have fluctuated between 30,000, which they reached in the summer of last 
year, and 9,000 or 10,000, to which they were reduced in the last winter. But as the relief 
afforded in titis shape is confined to food only, in the shape of raw meal, and that large 
nmnber.s of the reciiiients have been deprived of their houses in the manner above referred 
to, they iire forced in a great number of cases to pay for their lodging, however miserable, 
and the means of cooking their meal, by giving a portion of their dole of food, reserving to 
themselves less than a sufficiency to maintain health, or even life, especially as a general 
and almost total want of clothing and bedding is added to their other privations. Mr. 
Bourke, in his Report, stiiles that under these circumstances * the relief they thus obtain, 
consifting of food only, is dearly inadequate to supply their W'luits, which embrace not ouiy 
food, but lodging also and clothing.’ 

“Your Committee venture to suggest, as a question of very serious import, whether 
relief so manifestly insufticient, and in the reports of both Captain Kennedy and Mr. 
Bourke, the Inspectors, and also oi' Dr. Phelan, the General Medical Inspector, repeatedly 
declared to be clearly iiiadi quate to the wants of the poor, can be considereii as corre- 
sponding to the ‘ due relief’ required by the first section of the Act of 1847, to be provided 
by the Guardians of every union for the classes of poor coming under that section. Many 
thousands have been for”ihe last two years, and still are, professedly relieved under that 
section iu no other manner, almost the whole of whom are without houses of their own, and 
desiitiue of anything worthy of the name of clothing or bedding. 

“There, can be no doubt that iliis admitted inadequacy of relief has entailed not merely 
a vast amount of suffering upon the recipients, but has in a great number of cases shortened 
their lives, causing thern'to decline gradually but surely, and wither away in the manner 
represented by many witnesses, and already alluded to, and wliich was forcibly described 
by Dr. Phelan, in his report of i6ih May 1849, where he says, that ‘in the absence of 
fever or of disease, except that arising from the want of food, whole families literally naked 
progiess surely and quickly to the grave by diarrhoea and dropsy.’ Dr. Phelan is iiere 
speaking from his own immediate observation of families under the circumsiances leferred 
to, namely, in receipt of regular oiit-donr relief, but compedled to give up a consideiable 
portion of their meal to pay for lodging and other necessaries. 

“ Your Committee consider that ilie nquiiements of the Poor Law do not a[ipear in these 
cases, numerous as they aie, to have been carried out. Upon whom the responsibility of 
the fatal results that have followed properly rests, and why that responsibility has never 
yet bten enforetd, are questions of vety serious moment, which it is, perliaps, scarcely 
within their province to discus.s, but which they earnestly recommend to the consideration 
of Your Honourable House and of Her Majesty’s Government 

“The relief afforded within the workhouses of the union does not appear to have been 
inadequate, so far as it went, whilst the vice-guardians held office; but the amount of in- 
door accommodation has never approached to a sufficiency for the relief of even a third of 
the admitted destitution of the union; and the out-door relief afforde.d, whether to the 
classes relieved under section 1 or section 2 of the law, that is to say, to the infirm or the 
able-bodied, has been rdways limited to a weekly dole of raw meal alone, clearly inadequate, 
under the circumstances of the great bulk of the recipients, to preserve them from gradual 
decay, if not inimediaie starvation, through want of the other ordinary necessaries of life. 

“ Since the vice-uuardians relinquished office, relief has been still more inadequately given, 
both in and out of the workhouse. Ai one period indeed, there was a total cessation of 
relief to the greater proportion of the destitute poor of the union, under the following cir- 
cumstances: 

“ The 
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“ The Poor Law was administered by vicc-guardians in this union, from March 184.B to 
November 1849, elected Board assumed their duties. ^ 

" The immediate result appears to have been a complete paralysis of the system of relief. 
Funds were not forthcoming for currying it on. The contractors, to whom » lar<^e debt 
was owing, refused further supplies upon credit. The arrears of the rate then in ciuirse of 
collection came but slowlv in,_ owing parily to a simultaneous change in the collectors, and 
considerable delay took place in the striking and putting in collection i>f a new rate. Tlie 
Board earnestly oieinorialised the Commissioners for assistance from the Treasury ; but the 
Commissioners expressing their opinion that the local resources of the union had’not heeu 
made available to the utmost extent, refused any aid. The guardians again remon.-.irHied 
the inspector reported, the Commissioners again'replied. A long correspondence, in fact’ 
took place, ihe greater part of which will he found in the evidence produced before Your 
Committee. In the meantime all out-door relief was from want of funds discontinued for 
several weeks, to upwards of n, 500 destiiiite and infirm poor j and the inmates of the work- 
house themselves, 2,429 in number, were for five days fed prindpally on turnips that had be'm 
fortunately grown in the garden, very little meal or other solid food being obtainable ; the 
milk lequired by the auihorized dietary being also for a considerable period deficient. 

“It apjiears from the Return forwarded by the Poor-law Commission to the Order of The 
House, that for the two weeks beginning the 1st and 8th of December there was a complete 
stoppage of supplies to the 11,584 paupers then on the lists and admitted to be destitute: 
that in the next week, beginning the 15th, a partial supply, to the extent of about one- 
third the quantity required, was given. In the next week none at ail. The ortTPliary 
amount was supplied for the following three weeks, ending the 19th January, and for the 
ensuing week none at all. Relief then recommenced, and continued up to tlie 13th April, 
when it was again partially stopped, and recommenced on the 20th April. ’ 

“ The books of the union show a deficiency about the same period of from 2,000 to 
3,000 quarts of milk from the usual weekly supply required by the dietary to the inmates 
of the workhouse, including those in the fever hospital and infirmary. And the voturii 
from the clerk of the Board states that " there was a general deficiency of food in the house 
from the 5th to the 15th December.’ 
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“The consequences of this partial stoppage of relief were disastrous. The out-door 
poor, in the daily expectation of its renewal, continued daily to flock in vain to the depots, 
where ii had been ususilly given out. Meantime they endeavoured to support life on weeds 
and shell-fish, arid some turnips given them in charily by their neiglibotirs ; but these 
resources proved insufficient. Several deaths occurred from positive starvation, as appeared 
from the verdicts returned on coroner's inquests. One witness speaks to 11 deaths having 
taken place within his own knowledge through actual want, in consequence of this stop- 
page oi the u»ual relief to the out-door paupers of his parish, and the great and growing 
incix'tisc of deaths that took place from that time in the workhouse, is attributed by the 
inspector to the saiue cause. The deaths, which in the month of November were 21, rose 
in December to 71, in January to 146, in February to 137, in March to 202, and they have 
since continued equally higli. The far greater proportion of these deatlis occurring ainoug 
the recently admitted paupers, indicates the extremity to which they were reduced before 
they cliiimed, or at all events before they obtained admission to the house. They were in 
factdeailis caused by starvation endured before they entered the workhouse; although no 
coroner’s inquest was held on the bodies to record that verdict*. 
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“It is said that ihtro existed during this period several vacancies in the workhouse. 
This is true of a portion of the time, many of the infirm poor having been diserharged in 
order to obtain room. But, in the first place, the munber of vacancies apparent on the 
face of the weekly returns to the Coimiiissiouers was only correct in respect of the day 
before the weekly Board day 5 for it appears from the books of the workhouse master that 
the workhouse was occasionally over-full a lew days before in the same week, although 011 
liiai day the luimiier had been reduced by previous discharges below the limit fixed m the 
Commissioners' sealed order. In the next place, the out-door paupers were withhold from 
applying for admission to the house by their daily expectation of the renewal of out-door 
reliefj so soon as the guardians could obtain funds. And, indeed, they were justified in 
this belief, for from time 10 time out-door relief was rc-commenced, and even to aagmeated 
numbers. This alternate aioppage and renewal occurred three several limes during the 
period through which the occasional suspension of supplies continued. 

“ But, moreover, the reports which at this time spread through the union of the defi- 
ciency of food within the workhouse, of ihe turnip diet, and the prevalence of dysentery 
occasioned by it — reporis not wholly destitute of foundation, since ihe patients in the 
infirmary, chiefly in dysentery, increased from an average of 130 in November to one of 
240 in December, 390 in January, and 474 in February — naturally scared the paupers 
from api>lying for admission, and induced them to prefer the chance of starvation outside 
to the prospect cf death apart from their families within. Many, indeed, from the same 

cause 
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cause left ihe workhouse ai ihis time, altiiougli aware of the stoppage of relief to the out- 
door paupers. . 

“ It is further staled by the Inspector, corroborated by other witnesses, that at this period, 
as well as subsequently since liie accession of the elected guardians to office, great delay 
frequently took plare in the hearing of the cases of paupers brought up to the Board for 
relief, and that many were obliged to go back re|ieatedly at the close of the day wiihout 
having their cases attended to, and consequently unable to obtain lelief in any shape, 
382-414.423-447. either within or without the workhouse. On one occasion no less than 38 paupers were 
b53“t>72. 2803- drowned while crossing a ferry in a crazy boat on a December night, on their return home 
a distance of 10 or 15 mites, several of whom had been in vain waiting all day at the work- 
house door to have their cases investigated, and had indeed taken the same long journey 
previously more than once, equally in vain, their names not having been called before night 
382-389, came on. 
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“Again, the staff of workhouse officers was maintained in a very deficient stale, contrary 
to the cniitinued remonstrances of both the Union and District Ill^pector. The latter 
reported, in his letter to the Commissioners, dated 21 st .Itmiiary, ' The Factory (one of the 
auxiliury houses), with Qoo inmates, is left in charge of a pauper; Ballyerra (another 
auxiliary house), with 126 sick children, is also left in charge of paupers, and there is no 
paid officer at Brooiiihill (another itouse). There are over 1,500 children, with only one 
male and one female teacher j and the duties of assistant matron at Lendmore are also im- 
post d on the scliooliiiistress. She has been for some weeks in fever, and her double duty 
is performed by her sister, who is not in the regular employment of the union.’ 

“ The stock of bedding and clolliing f6r the inmates waslikeuise insufficient, and allowed 
to get into a most dilapidated state. And the supply of fuel in the liouse was reduced 
below the necessary aintjuni, in the opinion of the Inspector. 

“ All these several deficiencies in the due administration of relief to the destitute poor of 
the anion were, as they occurred, folly re]>oricc! tt> the Commissioners by the Ins[iector, in 
the correspondence already alluded to. The guardians also at tiie same time repeatedly 
represented to tlie Cornmis-sioners their inability to cope with the destitution of the union, 
and in express t«rms renounced any responsibility for the consequences (Resolutions of 
yih December). In their reply the Commissioners (lotli December) attribute the einbar- 
rossmeiiis of the Board to their onni neglect, and refuse them any aid; the guardians 
theieupoii defend ihemsel\e.«i, and the correspondence continues in the same manner 
through December and great part of January, the guardians still declaring themselves 
absolved fVoin reKpousibility, the Commissioners in words holding them to it, but taking no 
ste[>8 10 enforce it, or by any practical means to secure adequate relief to the destitute 
paupev.s, who continued on the relieving officers’ lists as legally entitled to relief, but were 
tiir several wetk.« in no shape relieved, and suffered in consequence to an extent, as before 
Slated, directly ffital to life in many cases, and leading to the shortening of life in many 
more. Even when Mr. Lynch, the District Inspector, being sent to make u special Report 
on the state of the union, described the out-door poor, ‘ frum whom tlie meal was withheld,’ 
as ‘ many of them unable to leave their beds from weakness, .brought on by want of f'ootl, 
some of the children being scarcely sensible to whut ia pai^sing around them,’ and added his 
yjinion, that ‘ it was not safe to leave the lives of those persons depending on the present 
Guardians of Kiivosli Union,’ still nothing was done, except the iransmiasion of lOoZ. to 
the Board, not one-third of tlie sum required for a single week’s relief. 

“Here, again, as before, Your Committee, liowever unwilling to cast blame on the 
Commissioners, or in any quarter, cannot but ask the serious and earnest consideration of 
your Honourable House to the question, where the responsibility for these lamentable 
occurrences, in which the relief afforded fell so fatally short both of the requiiements of the 
law and the necessities of the destitute poor, really rests, and whether some steps should 
not have been taken for enforcing it? 

“ The conclusion to which Your Committee has thus been compelled to arrive upon the 
first 111 ad qfinquiry suggested in the commencement of tlieir Report, is that the recent 
administration of tlie Poor Law in the Kilrush Union has neither fulfilled the literal require- 
ments of the law, namely, ‘ the due relief’ of the destitute poor, nor effected its presumed 
object, namely, the preservation of their lives. 

“ On the contrary, the evidence produced before them leads unavoidably to the painful 
conviction that thousaiuls of persons, especially among the aged, the young, and the 
infirm poor, have perished within this union alone, through want of the necessaries oflife, 
during the last two years and a half which have elapsed since the enactment of the law of 
1847, 'Ills deslrudion of life is still going on to a terrific extent. 

“ This is no case of famine; provisions have been unprecedentedly cheap and plentiful 
throughout the period to which the inquiries of Your Coiiimittee extend ; tlie Poor-law 
Coniniissioneis themselves, in their Report'of last year, state that a sum of 1 1. was suffi- 
cieni to nioinlain an individual for three quarters of a year. The cost of the out-door 
relief, when given in the Kilrush Union, was less than fid. per week for each of the reci- 
pients. Nor has any circmnstaiice occurred of a sudden or unforeseen character; none, 
at least, that due foresight might not have provided against. It is with regret that Your 
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Committee come to tlie conclusion that, whether as regards the plain principles of Immanity, 
or the literal text and admitted principle of the Poor Law of 1847, ^ neglect of public dutv 
has occurred, and has occasioned a state of things disgraceful to a cirilizeti age and country, 
for which some auihoriiy ought to be held responsible, and would have been loiv» since 
rendered responsible had these things occurred in any union in England. 

“ The local authorities, whether the vice-guardians or elected Board, appear in this, as in 
other distressed unions, to have depended from day to day, almost from hour to hour, on 
the chance of obtaining a supply from the Commissioners, to eke out the insufficient rates 
they could collect. The Coinmissioners, in (urn, depended on the Treasury for the means 
of assisting them with funds in time to save life. The Treasury felt, perhaps, the difficulty 
of obtaining votes of aid from Parliament. But it appears to Your Committee that neither 
Parliament nor the public at large would have intentionally permitted the frightful sacrifice 
of life which has occurred in this and, it is to be feared, in several other unions of the west 
and sooth of Ireland, under very similar circumstances, if the state of things existing there 
had been clearly laid before them. But, in fact, it does not appear that the resources of 
the locality itself were so wholly exhausted as to justify any suspension of the require- 
ments of the law. The rates made in tlie union during the year ending September 1849 
averaged only 55. ^d. in the pound on the valuation, and in the preceding year but 3s. ; 
and M r. Keane, the agent for some of the largest and worst circumstanced properties in 
the union, admitted that at least one-half of the rental of these properties has been received 
by him through the last three years. It was supposed by many that the claim of the poor 
to be maintained in existence was, under the Jaw of 1847, re-enforced by the Act oflast 
year, made paramourit to every other; yet here the poor have perished, while rents, at 
least to the extent of one-half their former amount before the potato failure, and therefore 
fully equal, in all probability, to the present value of the lands, have been received by the 
landowners. 

" Your Committee, however, cannot admit that it was at all impossible, without further 
increasing ihe pressure of the poor-rate on the property of the union, nr taxing further the 
benevolence of the nation through Parliament, to prevent the extreme suffering and loss of 
life that has occurred in this and other similarly circumstanced unions. It is their belief, 
that measures might have been adopted, if not from the first commencement of the crisis 
in 1S46, yet at all events during some period of the four years tiiai have now elapsed since 
that epoch, and iiave afforded ample time for the careful arrangement of such measures, 
which would have enabled a very considerable proportion at least of the destitute poor to 
support themselves. 

“ The Evidence taken by Your Committee on this point leads to the conclusion, that in 
the Union of Kilrush, as generally ihrough the west and south of Ireland, there exist 
abundant natural resources, yet undeveloped, upon which the labour of all the able-bodied 
poor who have been so long starving for want of work, or fed in idleness, or while engaged 
on some useless task of a purely penal character, might have been employed remunera- 
tively, and (he wealth of the country at the same time increased. Though not possessing 
any extraordinary natural fertility, the land of the Kilrush Union is described as susceptible 
of great improvement, especially by drainage. Thorough drainage is very generally needed, 
and one large arterial cut, through the very centre of the union, is stated by Mr. Coffee to 
be iirgcnlly required to enable a great tract of wet land to be improved in this manner. 
The same witness speaks of two large inlets of the Shannon Estuary within the union, 
where above 3,000 acres of extremely valuable laud might be rfclniciied from the sea by 
embankment. Quays have long been very greatly needed, and their construction vainlv 
demanded, on several points of the coast, for the security of the fishermen’s boats, and 
mooring stations on others. For want of these conveniences, the fish, with which the 
neighbouring sea swarms, are unattainable, and hundreds of fishermen rendered incapable 
of earning ineir living. These are works of great public utility, upon which many able- 
bodied labourers of the district might have been employed without any ultimate sacrifice of 
the funds expended, from whatever source derived. The thorough drainage of the wet 
lands, the reclaiming, trenching, and clearing of stones of other tracts, would have been 
equally productive modes of affording employment to the unhappy peasantry whom the loss 
of the potato deprived of their accustomed livelihood, and who were so generally evicted 
from xhe land they held, without having any other means of self-support opened to them. 
The landowners of the union generally, undertook no works of the kind.* Very few indeed 
took any loans under the Laud Improvement Act for this purpose. Mr. Coffee is aware of 
only three out of 76 considerable landowners in the union who availed themselves of the 
Act. But in default of their adopting, from whatever cause, this very obvious method of 
at the same time improving their property, relieving the pressure of poor-rate, and saving 
JVom destitution their unfortunate tenantry, it could scarcely have been impossible for the 
Cxovernment or Parliament to devise some system of a more or less compulsory character, 
by which tiie great object might have been attained of setting the starving able-bodied 
poor to productive work, upon the improvement of the land and other natural resonrtes ot 
the district, securing repayment of the funds advanced for the purpose from toe locality 
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80 improved, according to the terras of the Land Improvement Act, or of the Shannon 
Navigation. 

All objection to au interference with proprietary rights should have given way before 
the fact that the duties of proprietorship were 'being vicariously performed at the cost of tlie 
State in this bankrupt union. But, in fact, some measures of this description were very 
loudlv demanded of the Government iu 1846-47, by the more far-sighted landowners of 
the neighbourhood. Unfortunately it was determined at that period, that in a country 
requiring beyond all things drainage as a first step to its improvement, roads only, and no 
drains, should be executed on the compulsciy principle. And the hurry and confusion in 
which those works were carried on (a/Zclasses of paupers, aged, young, infirm, and crippled, 
no less than the able-bodied, being crowded upon them as tlie sole mode of relief) naturally 
occasioned so much mischief and abuse, as to have thrown undeserved discredit on the 
principle of all relief works. 

“ Whether, indeed, works of this description, either of a public character or for the 
improvement of private property, should have been carried on by the Board of Works, or 
by anv other special authority j whether such works should have been undertaken by or in 
conjunction with the Poor Law authorities, and as a mode of relief, of on a separate and 
independent fooling, are questions of detail, upon which difference of opinion may be 
entertained ; but it can hardly be doubted by any one that in a district presenting so many 
available resources for the profitable employment of labour, and such a wide field for 
improvement, some measures of tlie kind might have been adopted (for the preparation 
and careful introduction of which there has been no want of time during the last four 
year.s), by means of which not only many lives would have been saved, and h vast amount 
of suffering prevented, but also the resources, holli of the ratepayers and of the State, would 
have been economized and increased. A very large proportion of the paupers has always 
consisted of the able-bodied class and their dependents, or of persons who had been reduced 
from that class to a condition of infirmity by v/ant. If this portion of the total amount of 
pauperism had been rendered (as Your Committee believe it might have been) self-support- 
ing by productive employment, the remainder would have been an easy burden to the union, 
requiring but a very moderate rate for their support. 

“ The poor people themselves are and have always been most willing to support them- 
selves by labour. The mistminagemeiu of the system of roadworks under the Labour-rate 
Act in 1846-47, gave rise to a contrary impression iu many quarters. But the uniform 
testimony of the officers subseq^nently engaged in carrying on such works in neighbouring 
districts under the Board of Works," and the evidence given on this point before Your 
Committee, prove that under proper superintendence and instruction, or when paid by the 
task, and encouraged by fair treatment, the labouring class of this part of Ireland will work 
readily and laboriously, and honestly endeavour to earn their living. 

“Their employment upon such works as have been above suggested, might therefore 
have been made to conduce, not merely to the alleviation of temporary distress, but to the 
permanent improvement of the character, habits, and resources of the population of this 
part of Irelaml, as well as to the increase of the wealth and strength of the country. 

“ Your Committee venture to express their strong opinion, that the circumstances of this 
locality are likely still far some time to come to be such as to make it most desirable that 
the principle of productive employment here recommended should be acted upon without 
further delay. 

“ It is true that the expenditure of the union has been very much less in the last half- 
year than in the corresponding periods of the two last years. But the inadequate relief 
afforded as above stated, will pardy account for this diminution. The lower price of pro- 
visions is another cause. But the same circumstance tends to make a given amount of rate 
press more heavily upon the rale-payeis ; and as during the past years fully one-half of 
the total expenditure has been defrayed from extraneous sources, and that this can hardly 
be expected to continue, it is important tliat no means be neglected to lighten the pressure 
of pauperism, or to increase the resources of this impoverished district. The amount of 
destitution, in !act, has very little, if at all, diminished, ahliough the expenditure is less. 
In round numbers, 5,000 persons are now being relieved in the workliouse, and 11,000 out 
of it, in all 16,000 persons ; that is, fully one-ihird of the population of the reduced union, 
which is estimated at 48,000. 

“ The promise of a favourable harvest, especially of the potato, seems to be generally relied 
on for saving the remnant of the population, and bringing about an improved state of things. 
But this is to build on what has proved in more than one recent season a very treacherous 
foundation. At the very best, all that can be hoped from this would be a renewal of the 
old and precarious system of con-acre, and dependence ou the potato. Whereas if the 
opportunity had b.^en, or even now were to be taken advantage of, for setting on foot large 
and permanent improvements, a new and better svstem might be introd uoed, the employ- 
ment 
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ment ol labour for in rniey wages instead of land, a belter system of tillage and cropoine an 
exiension of tlie cultivable area, im|, roved fisheries, and other new sources of wealth’and 
means of industrial livelihood for the remnant of ihe population, which might go some 
way to eonipensate for the grievous amount of suffering which it has undergone during 
tne last few unhappy years. ® ® 



It IS well worth remarltuip ihat works of the character here referred to have a cumulative 
influencein dimimshing the difficulties ol'a locality in the unhappy condition of the Kilrush 
Union. Thus, sui>j)Osing the embankments of the ‘ slob ’ lands recommended by Mr. Coffee 
10 liave been executed, not only would productive employment have been afforded fora time 
to a great mimber of labouroi-s, in the actual execution of the works, but 3,000 acres of new 
and valuable sod would have been added to the cultivable area of the union, giving cumi- 
nuous occupation to nuin^ (amiers and labourers. So again of tlie arterial drain suo’gested 
by the same witness. Tliis, if executed, would have set in motion further employment in 
the thorough drainage of a large adjoining area; and this, in turn, would have cieaied a 
new held for producti ve industry on the lauds socleaied of surplus water. It is a begiiiniiig 
that has been all along wanteif, a first start, to originate a large amount of work and improve- 
ment ihat might have been before long left to carry itself forward without further aid. It 
IS the stagnation and paralysis of its ordinary resources, accompanying the violent social 
change that followed from the di-slruction of the old jiotato-plot and con-acre system through 
the failure of that plant, which has so grievously dep^es^ed this district, disheartened its 
industry, and destroyed its population. Such a district, after such a shock, lay like a wreck 
upon Uiosancls, and could not in reason be expected to revive of itself. It needed impulse 
and rnd froin without, and a direction to be given to its latent and depressed energies. Had 
^nj j afforded by a well-considered system of public works, of the nature of those 
alluded to, hope anrl energy might have soon revived, examples of industry and models of 
improvement would liave been introduced, and before long the union would probably have 
recovered, would have become self-supporiing, and ultimately enabled to leiiay whatever 
asmstance might liave been lent to it from the credit of the State; above all, immense 
suffering would have been prevented, and numberless lives saved. 

Unhappily, instead of taking any such invigorating and regenerating shape, the assist- 
ance of the State iias been for years afforded only in an eleemosynary form— that of a uiisernble 
dole of food to its starving poor, sufficient only to prolong, not lo prevent their stiffeiiiws, 
01 even to save their lives. And this to thousands of able-bodied poor, who were vainly 
asking for work, not alms ; who were reaily to toil for the lowest rate of pay; anxious to 
earn their subsistence by the hardest labour on any of the useful and remunerative improve- 
mtnts for which the district offered sucli facilities." 



“ An eleemosynary Poor Law alone could scarcely have been expected by any one to 
suffice to meet the wants of a locality whose condition was known to be so dpsperato, ot- 
to revive it from the collapse lo which it had been reduced by the famine. But, indeed, if 
such had been the expectation, the Poor Law, as has been seen, was nut enforced within 
this union to any degree which could enable it lo operate such a result. A much smaller 
amount of rate was levied here than in many of the stlf-supportiiig unions of the west and 
sotiih of Ireland. And the landowners were, by ihe supplementary grants or advances of 
the Stale, relieved from ibe extreme pressnve of the destitution which, by their exces'iive 
eviciions, they were crc-.uiiig, utid shielded from the stimulant to exertion and employment 
of the poor which, by its theory, the Poor Law was intended to apply. From this cause 
perliaps, as much as from the embarrassed condition of their properties, it happened that 
so very little employment during these last critical years has been set On foot by the laml- 
owriers of this union. But tlie State buving taken upon itself at least one-hnlf of their legal 
liabilities towards the maintenance of the poor, need not liave hesitated at any amount of 
interfcreuce with their proprietary riglits, which was necessary for tlie most useful and 
productive expenditure of its own funds in securing that object. 



To conclude. The process that has been going on for the lasr three years in liiis 
unhappy union (a sample only, Your Coramitlee fear, of several of the ‘ Distressed Unions ’ 
nt the west mid south of Ireland), may be thus described :-~The infirm poor have been 
wasting away and graduiilly disappearing under the effects of insufficient food, dolhiiig., 
11/1 although in the receipt of what i.s called ‘out-door relief’ The 

abie-hodied poor, unable to obtain employment, have been by degrees broken down, and 
ineiged in this first class, to share their late. The small tenantry have, through the con- 
tinued failure of crops, and the impossibility of paying a full potaio rent umler these 
circiimstaiiccs, been evicted and brought down into one or other of the preceding clashes, 
and are undergoing the same calamities. The superior class of tenantry alone, constitutiug 
but a small minority of the original population, are still siruggliua under the difficulties of 
ttieir position, exposed lo heavy public biii-lhens, and to the" payment of rents until very 
recent y tmdtininished from their old standard, without tenure or any other encouragement 
o improved tillage or exertion ; while the landlords, of whom there ore very few resident 
in the union, are, w'ith here and there an exception, either overwhelmed bytiieirown 
embarrassments, or inert, as if stuprfied by the change of circumstances, and seem to place 
eir sole reliance on the clearance of the poor from off their properties by any means, how- 
ever harsh, and ultimately injurious, even to themselves. 
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measures, of the description they have referred • 
b 4 to, 
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to, are siill needed, notwithstanding the frightful diminution of the population, lo enable 
the Poor Law to meet the requirements of the Union of Kiirush; and they liope to be 
excused for suggesting this likewise, in addition to the other points already mentioned, to 
the consideration of your Honourable House. As the foremost of these, they urge that 
immediate steps should be taken to secure that, for the future at least, the relief to which 
the destitute poor are by law entitled be administered to them in a manner and to an extent 
sufficient to fulfil tlie requirements of the law, and effectually carry out the great principle 
of public charity which it embodies.’ —(Mr. Poulett Scrape}) 

Question, “That this proposed Report be now read a second time.” Put and nega- 
tived. 

Report proposed hy Sir X. O'Brien, read a first time, as follows: — 

“ Your Committee have had the evidence presented to them of persons differing widely, 
both as to the causes of the evils which have afflicted the Kiirush Union, and the remedies 
wiiich will be most calculated to remove tliem. 

“ The loss of the potato crop, which had been the principal sustenance of the popula- 
tion, was the first cause of the calamities which have since ensued. Hence arose the ina- 
bility of the tenantry to pay their engagements, whether rent, or taxes, or poor-rate, in 
addition to the increased expense of maintiiining themselves and their families. Hence it 
happened, that many who had before supported themselves in independence, became appli- 
cants for public support, till the cost of maintaining so vast a multitude exceeded themeatis 
which could be obtained from every various source, whether of rates, Government grants, 
or charitable subscriptions; and the Union, in addition to ull these aids, has incurred a 
debt of 13,566^. 

“ The population being 82,353, according to the census of and the valuation 

59,449 Z.j than 32,000 or 33,000 persons were maintained in and out of the work- 

houses in the summer of 1 849, at a cost of 39,338 1 . for that year. 

“ Thus, while considerably more than one-third of the population, or, if we can suppose 
the population reduced to the extent given in the evidence, nearly one-half of those remain- 
ing were supported at the public expense, the expenditure approximated to the whole annual 
valuation of the Union in the proportion of two-thirds. 

“ It is manifest that it would have been impossible to have attempted to collect so large 
an amount in rates, on such a valuation, without a derangement of all the transactions of 
society ; two-thirds of the value of the union would have been appropriated to the claimants 
for poor relief, while one-third only would have been available for all the other engage- 
ments of tlie. industrious portion of the inhabitants; and if the reduction in the value of 
agricultural produce be taken into consideration, it may be said that tiie whole of the then 
reduced valuation of the union would have been absorbed in poor rates ; it was fortunate, 
therefore, that the Government were enabled to interpose with grants from the public treasury, 
and apportionments of the rate in aid, in addition to the charitable subscriptions, so 
liberally contributed to this Union and to Ireland generally, from England and from other 
countries. 

“We must deeply deplore that notwithstanding the vast amount expended, a most lament- 
able number of deaths has occurred, and an amount of destitution still exists of serious 
magnitude. The law had provided for a certain amount of destitution, and the liberality of the 
public had been taxed lo an amount beyond everything that could have been previously 
contemplated ; and yet in tlie Union of iC^ilrush, in common with many other imions which 
might be enumerated in the south and west of Ireland, the means were wholly inadequate 
to arrest ilie consequences of this fearful visitation, while the very liberality of the relief 
had a tendency to increase the calamity, by inducing a large proportion of the population 
to abandon otlier sources of maintenance by which they might have been in part supported, 
and to throw themselves entirely on the public for sustenance. 

“ In the absence of the potato, to which the whole population had been accustomed, every 
other species of maintenance would be scanty and difficult of attainment, and it may be 
easily conceived that when public support was offered, it was readily accepted by multi- 
tudes; but, as a consequence, the lands were left uniilJed, that the occupiers might not 
become diseniitled lo public support by its appearing that they were capable of cultivatino- 
them : fisheries were for the same reason neglected by those who had before in part sub- 
sisted on this source of industry, and nearly all the other sources of employineni which 
exist in the Kiirush Union were abandoned ; every one either was or endeavoured to make 
himself out to be an object deserving to participate in the distributions of food, and the 
stores were crow'ded with clamorous multitudes, many of wliom were not in desticution. 

“From all this there ensued a disorganization of the whole framework of society. The 
owner ^f land, finding it uncultivated, and that his tenant was a recipient of relief for which 
his esiate would have to pay, and for which it might be sold, as many estates will yet be 
sold for the debt iiicun-ed for this indiscriminate relief, thought himself compelled to take 
up the land, which was m the hands of a tenantry who not only paid no rent, but for whose 
debt, in the arrears of poor-rate and county cess, the landlord was actually to become liable. 
The tenant, for his own part, having a large public fund to resort to, became wholly indif- 
ferent 
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of his land to entitle himself to COM, line an object of relief. Hence the vast eieolLents 
and abandonments of land which appear m the evidence. jeoimenw 



Nor did the consequences end with the cessation of the tenant to occupy the land • the 
dwe lings remaining on that land made it impossible for the landlord to get a new ocen- 
pant, and hence the proceeding which forms so large a branch of this inquiry, namely, the 
destruction of houses, the pulling them down and removing eveiy vestige, so as to present 
the farms clear to a more solvent and profitable tenant. * ^ 



Your Committee have received in evidence that another cause for the pulling down of 
houses and concentration of small holdings has been, that a clause exists in the Lisli Poor 
Relief Act, which compels the payment of poor rate by the landlord in all cases where the 
tenement IS valued under 4/. In the Kilrush Union, and in many others, it has happened 
that in a large district almost all the tenements are valued under 4 Z. ; consepuentlv that 
m many cases the landlord receiving no rent from the occurrence of an unfavourable 
season, or the insolvency of the tenantiy, has yet himself been liable for the whole of 
the poor rate, which, if not paid out of other resources which he mav happen to nos- 
sess, would render that estate, from which he may have received no rent, still liable to^ be 
sold tor the arrears of poor rate. 



To these causes must be ascribed the destructiou of so many of the dwellings of the 
poorer classes, and the desire of landlords to consolidate the farms on their estates : and 
T onr Committee cannot but fear that this proceeding must inevitably continne unless there 
a change m llie law which makes the landlord liable for the poor rate ofholdings valued 
under 4 L, and also unless it shall prove that the small holder is able again to leoome a 
prohtable occupier of his tenancy. 



‘a axplain the causes of the present 
condition of the Kilrush Union, it is no less their duty to state that there is evidence to 
^ has existed, disgraceful to civilisation, and repugnant to 

humanity and it wouU be incumbent on them to devise some measures for its removal or 
relief, unless indeed they are found already to exist in the Poor Law; for although a poor 
law, with us cumbrous and expensive machinery, and rates increasing in proportion to the 
distress IS wholly nnsuited for a famine, for the relief of which we ought maim at bringing 
in supplies of lood, without disturbing the operations of industry, yet if applied witg 
judgment a poor law may remove many of the ills which follow from a famine, when it 
has passed, and to this it may be adapted, as well as to the ordinary relief of the poor. 

“ There are some of the witnesses, who have been examined, who conceive chat all this 
n Ilxt altered circumstances of these distressed districts 

should be lodged, clothed, led, and supplied wiili fuel at tbe public expense. Now sup- 
posing even tliat the means exist for such an extensive operation. Your Committee consider 
that a more safe endeaimur would be to make them, if possible, clothe and lodge and sup- 
port themselves. To effect this is ihe problem they would apply tbemseives to solve, and 
I? to be done by keeping up, at all times, an indefinite amount of 
”1'!.'^“ '*• a'l applicants indiscriminately into 

workhouses, as others might advise. To Your Committee it seems tliat a well-regulated 
disorimiiiating and temporary aid and support should bo extended to immediate suffering 
and want, continued for limited periods, and interrupted with judgment, so us to compel 
sho7d '*"°”* occupations, the very moment that any opportunity 



wiving such objects would require all the care of a diseriminating Board of Guardians, 
totimfdiwion attention to the important charge committed to them, acting apart from 
a influence, undeterred by threats of popular violence or insulting 

man , «l’l “''Jf lmi>t J" tlie humane discharge of their duties, admitting to relief ih? 
man really in want, but refusing steadily the impostor. 



* guardians are everywhere to be found to undertake such duties cannot be doubted ; 
« f '• 'l?, “"'.i; 'in'" found already in every part of Ireland, and where 

SK "?* • ‘ * “y ““s’** ““S'!* “11101B ‘liu gentry and inha- 

bitants of tl e country is obvious, for none others can know or understand the oiroumstanoes 
or me people. Vice-guardians, Inspectors, Commissioners arc at fault when dealing with 
hahSs'lh. “ '* "T’ ^ strangers, among a people with those 

in d ‘ nnnrersant, where every one is interested in leading them astray, and 

Unf « compelled to abandoo all control, aud admit to relief on the most imper- 

tect and not always disinterested information. ^ 



It would be easy to show that the Kilrush Union presented, during the time its elected 
guardians were superseded, an example of all the ills above enumerated, and that a great 
par 0 e opposition which has called for this Committee has arisen from a return to tbe 
more vigorous and effectual discharge of the duties of tbe guardians, interested in the pro- 
peity ot the country, and well acquainted with the population. 

j- Parliamentary returns, that the amount of expenditure by the vice- 

s’ n from the 11th March 1848 to the 1st November 1849, was 58,280 of which 
*^6^^ * raised m rates on the property of the Kilrush Union, 22,758 f, was granted 
c from 
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from ibe Treasury, and ihe balance, amounting (o ii,a68 goes to form part of the debt 
now due by the union. The expenditure by the local Board of ex-ofFicio and elected 
Guardians, from September 1849 to Marcli 1850, wa.s, for six months, 9,060 a rate of 
expenditure which, although it has been attempted to show it was too limited, will require 
rates of 6s., 8s., or los. in the pound on the new valuation. The estimate of the vice- 
guardians for this latter period, at the same rale of expenditure in which they had been 
previously engaged, was 24,000 1 . These are facts which, while they may be in part 
accounted for^by the great distress prevailing in 1848 and 1849, yet show how great a 
reduction must have been made in the numbers of persons employed in various situations 
about the poorhouses, and fed and relieved under the vice-guardians, during which time 
grants of such considerable amount were transmitted from the Treasury, and such a debt 
incurred } while, under the local guardians, the whole of the expenditure has been thrown 
on whatever rates could be raised in the union; hence, a great deal of the murmuring, and 
complaining of the more economical management by the local Board of Guardians, 
and the praise of the vice-guardians at their expense. The very necessities of the local 
guardians have compelled them to abandon the system of profuse expenditure which bad 
prevailed, and to check the abuses. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend a steady support to the system of careful 
scrutiny now in operation in the Kilrush TJuion, and in other unions in the west of Ireland, 
trusting that in time it will have its d ue effect ou the population, in inducing them to return 
10 habits of industry. Your Committee consider that the superintendence of the Poor-law 
Commissioners, already provided for by law, will be sufficient without any fresh enactment 
to guard against a too parsimonious expenditure by the elected guardians, should such be 
attempted. It is evident that a too lavish expenditure, besides tlie difficulty of maintain- 
ing it, unless by grants from the public Treasury, which Parliament seems unwilling to 
give, must end in checking all enterprise, paralysing all industry, destroying all self-exer- 
tion, and cannot fail to minister to the very natural propensity of human nature, when 
placed under strong temptation, to idleness and fraud. 

“ Your Committee would here remark ou the importance and necessity of maintaining the 
workhouse test, to the utmost degree compatible with ihe health and cleanliness of the 
inmates, and witli the safety of the lives of the destitute poor of the union. Its value, as 
a test of real destitution, and as taking within its shelter titose absolutely in want, has 
forced itself on public attention in the Kilrush Union ejjually as in other unions in Ireland, 
and there is little doubt it will be brought into beneficial operation by the present Board 
of Guardians, if they are supported in so doing. 

“ The encouragement of public works, and above all, of works under the Land Improve- 
ment Acts, is an element for the revival of the unions in the west of Ireland, which ought 
not to be omitted from the Report of Your Committee ; but as a substitute for employment 
of a more enduring character, for a steady return to industry by the population, to the 
better cultivation of their farms, to attention to the fisheries, and oilier ordinary sources of 
occupation, the operation of public works can be regarded but as a temporary expedient ; 
the underlying may not always prove as valuable or remunerative as was anticipated; it 
is apt to draw away the labouring population from more permanent sources of employment, 
and to congregate them in temporary habitations which must be dispersed when the work 
is over; besides leaving a heavy debt, which will disable the future possessors of property 
from the power of expending their incomes on the occasions which may then have arisen, 
by the necessity of the repayment of the debt so incurred. When those disadvantages do 
not follow, when the money can be obtained on easy terms, and the operations can be 
carefully and economically conducted, and when the object is certain of success, a public 
work is of the greatfSt value. But its benefits do not always extend to the very poor ; it is 
apt to be monopolized by the small farmers, and by those wlio might in other ways find 
full euiploynieni, the young and the active ; while a very large proportion of the funds are 
always required for engineers, implements, horses, and machinery, giving no relief whatever 
10 the very destitute, and, as has been found by experience, very often not in the smallest 
degree inducing the able-bodied to leave the idle life of the occupant of ihe workhouse, or 
recipient of outnioor relief. Your Committee would do wrong to omit the subject, in 
investigating the methods which have been suggested for the relief of distress in Ireland ; 
on the contrary, they deem it right most highly to recommend public works, when the 
above considerations do not interfere. 

“ That the Kilrush Union is capable of every degree of advancement to which other parts 
of ihe empire have attained, there cannot be the smallest doubt. The population, both in 
their physical structure and mental endowments, are equal to the inhabitants of other parts 
of the' Brilish empire, the soil is good, and the means of employment and industry abundant, 
and Your CoinmiUee cannot but entertain a hope, that when in the bounty of Providence, 
the laud shall again yield its increase, and the kindly fruits of the earth shall abound, the 
Kilrush Union will return to be, as it was before this visitation, ^ a scene of busy industry 
and wealth. 

‘n’hey confidently trust that those who, because of a temporary calamity, would alter 
all the arrangements of society, will come to perceive that the less of legislative inierference 
is atlempiedln regulating the social intercourse of the difi'ereut classes, ihe more elasticity 
there will be for the repair of those evils which from time to time afflict the human race, 

and 
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and the more of permanent advancement will be made in general intelligence and enter- 
prise. The springs which regulate human conduct are so varied, that to hope by some 
sudden discovery to rectify all the ills of humanity, will be found to be visionary, while 
hasty experiments on so vast a subject are liable to be accompanied with mischiefs inoai- 
cuUible, and very often irreparable. 

"If tlie calamities which have passed over Ireland shall have awakened all classes to 
a sense of their respective duties ; if rich and poor, landlord and tenant, master and servant, 
shall liave learned that in mutual assistance and goodwill consists their best hope for per- 
manent prosperity, these afflictions will not have been without their use. And if thou- 
sands have been swept away, in the inscrutable decrees of Providence, by famine and disease 
and penury, let ii be f«»r those who survive to give themselves up to the task of endeavour- 
ing to promote the revival of their country, with the firm assurance that, under the blessing 
of the Almighty, the labour will not be vain, nor tlie reward uncertain.” — (Sir Lucius 
O’JBrien), 

Question, “That this proposed Report be now read a second time,” put and nega- 
tived. 

Motion made and question proposed, "That the Evidence taken before the Committee 
be reported to The House.”— (Mr. Scrope.) Question [lut and agreed to. 

Ordered to Report. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 11* die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 

Sir William Somerville. 

The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. O’Flabevty. 



Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Clements. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Sir Lucius O’Brien. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chair. 



Captain Arthur Edward Kennedy, called in ; and Examined. 

1 . Chairman.'] YOU are the Inspector of the Kilrush Union, I believe ? — Captain 

I am. Kennedy. 

2. Mr. C. Lewis.l How long have you acted as inspector ? — Since November 

11 June 1850. 

3. Have you been in the sole charge of the union since that time ? — There 
is a district inspector, but I have been the person in the immediate charge of 
the union since that period. 

4. Have you had any other union under your charge besides Kilrush ?' — 

E nn is and Ennistimon, for a short period. ^ 

5. Have the kindness to describe the nature of the duties which you perform 
as inspector ^ — The nature of my duties generally was to keep the Poor-law 
Commissioners informed of the general state of the union, by making a report 
to the Commissioners weekly of the financial and other condition of the union, 
and of any steps that were talcen ; the numbers who were on the relief list ; 
the amount of relief ; and the general management of the union. 

6. Have you attended every meeting of the guardians ? — Almost every meet- 
ing of the guardians ; I seldom was absent from any one meeting. 

7. Were you in the habit of examining tbe books of the relieving officers ? — 

I was in the habit of examining the books of the relieving officers, and all other 
books of the union. 

8. Do you ever visit tbe houses of the poor personally r — ^There is scarcely 
a house in any district of the union that I have not visited ; I have been in 
the majority of them myself. 

9. Have you all the powers of a poor-law inspector under the Act of Par- 
liament?— Quite so. Probably if I stated some of the leading features of the 
union before the Committee, it would facilitate their inquiry, and save time; 
they would then see what points to direct their attention to. 

10. Mr. Clements^ Were you occupied in the union before November 1847 ? 

—No. 

11. Mr. C. Lewis.] At the time when you entered upon the inspection of 
the Kilrush Union, was it under the management of a Board of Guardians? — 

A local Board of Guardians. 

12. Since that time have vice-guardians been appointed? — ^Vice^guardians 
were appointed in March 1848, and remained till 27th October 1849. • 

13. Since last November, has the union reverted to the management of a 
Board of Guardians? — Yes. 

14. yh. Monsell.] When was the union divided? — The union was sub- 

0.52. A divided 
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Captain divided on the 28th of February last, for the formation of a new union ; a 
A. E. Kennedy, portion of it was taken away. I think if the Committee will allow me to read 

~ from notes I have made, the whole of it will come out in a shorter way 

11 June 1850. questions. 

15. Chairman."] Can you give the Committee any general statement of 
the present and the recent condition of the Kilrush Union, meaning by that 
the entire union of which you have had the management since November 

1847 ? — I can. I took charge of the union in November 1847- The union as 

then constituted contained a population, according to the 1841 census, pf 
82,000, upon an area of 148,000 acres; the net annual value of which was 
59,000?. Shortly prior to the passing of the 10th Victoria, c. 31, the Poor 
Relief Extension Act, in June 1847, as many as 47,000 persons were at one 
period in receipt of relief under the Temporary Relief Act administered by 

local committees, and controlled by a finance committee. The funds were 

supplied from Government sources. At the period of my taking charge of the 
union in 1847, the harvest had been realised, and the crops completely collected. 
At that period there was not a stack of com in that part of the country. The 
rates were with difficulty collected, though a large sum was outstanding, and the 
collection was insufficient to meet the increasing expenditure. There was 
a badly ordered workhouse to accommodate only 1,100 persons, with a popu- 
lation of 82,000, a very great proportion of whom were reduced to' the verge 
of pauperism. The general condition of the poor was deplorable in the 
extreme. The workhouse soon became gorged, and the outdoor relief list 
gradually increased till it reached, upwards of 30,000. 

16. At what date did it reach that large amount ? — I see on the 14th of July 
1849 the total number was 30,681. 1 think it was about the maximum on 
the 21st of July 1849. 

17. Mr. elements^] Do you mean to say that it was higher in 1849 than it 
was in 1 848 ? — It was. I think that was the highest that it reached. 

1 8. Will you be so good as to state what was the maximum in the summer of 

1848 ? — Nineteen thousand three hundred and sixty-two in July ; the mortality 
in the workhouse (principally by fever induced % privation) at one period 
exceeded 70 per week. 

19. At what period? — That was in January 1847. The total accommodation 
at that time in the workhouse was- for 1,100, and upon that there was a mortality 
which reached at some periods upwards of 70 a week. 

2Q. Do you mean that there were not more than 1,100 in the house? — 
I think not at that time ; I cao. give it accurately to you ; I have a return here. 
In December 1847,. I find the mortality during the mioxith. waa 143;. the number 
in the house at that time I <io imt think exee^ed 1,100 ; that was all they had 
accommodation for. 

21. Chairmaru] Are you now referring to a time previous to your entering 
upon your duties?— No, it was in November 1847, immediately upon my 
entering. The mortality out of doors at that period was equally distressing ; 
there was no adequate provision for the sick out of doors, and the total hospital 
accommodation, exclusive of the workhouse, for a union containing a population 
of 82,000, was a very indifferently supported hospital, with only 74 beds for the 
whole union of Kilrush. 

22. What sort of hospital was it ?— It was an hospital supported by voluntary 
contributions and a grant from the county ; it was called the County District 
Hospital. 

23. Was not there a county infirmary besides? — The county infirmary at 
Ennis is upwards of 21 Irish miles distance. 

24. Was not it available for the population ? — Certainly not for Kibush. 

25. Do you mean to say that cases of severe sickness, requiring particular 
medical treatment, would not be admitted into the Ennis Infirmary? — I dare 
say they would be admitted, but they would never send them 22 Irish miles ; 
and from some parts of the union it was 50 miles distant, so that for any 
practical purposes it was not available. The numbers on relief, and the 
mortality, have fluctuated to the present time, according to the season of the 
year and the amount of employment ; while the worfiiouse accommodation 
was increased from time to time, till it has reached at the present time 4,700, 
there being 4,563 under the roof on the 1st of June : of this number 585 were 
under medical treatment ; that is to say, sick in the infirmary 31 1 ; in the fever 

hospital 
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"hospital 156, and at the county hospital, light cases 118; making a total of 585. j 

On the 23d of February last the union was subdivided, and a new union was ' ' 

formed at Killadysert, taking away a population of about 15,000, with a valua- 

tion of about 12,900 from the old union of Kilrush. The present union of 

Kilrush (which it is important for the Committee to distinguish from the old 

one) therefore stands thus; with a population, according to the census of 1841, 

of 64,000, and a valuation of about 46,000 1. 

26. Mr. C. Lewis.'] Is Killadysert a small town on the south of the union, 
near the Shannon r — Killadysert is directly to the eastward of Kilrush. The 
population of 64,000, according to the census of 1841, does not at present, in 
my opinion, exceed 48,000 ; and a revaluation of the union is in progress, which 
will, from what I can learn, result in a reduction of the valuation one-third, or 
probably to 30,000 1. Speaking now of the reduced union, the population of 
which I estimate at 48,000, there are at the present time, the 1st June, 4,563 
in the workhouse ; one-sixth of this number belonged to Killadysert Union, 
which formerly comprised a part of Kilrush. 

27. Does the Killadysert Union possess any temporary workhouse? — ^None 
whatever as yet : 9,856 are on out-door relief in Kilrush Union, under the first 
section of the 10th of "Victoria, c. 31 ; that is the infirm class; that is out of 
a population which I estimate at 48,000. 

Q.%. Chairman.'] That is exclusive of those on the out-door relief list of the 
Killadysert Union? — Quite so; this being exclusively the reduced union of 
Kilrush ; in fact there are 9,856, out of a population which is generally esti- 
mated at 48,000, on relief under the first section of the Poor Relief Act. 

29. Can you give the number of the out-door relief paupers of the Killadysert 
Union ? — It is between 4,000 and 5,000, but it comprises a part of what was 
formerly the Ennis Union ; the Killadysert Union is formed of a portion of 
Kilrush and a portion of Ennis. 

30. Do the in-door paupers which belong to the Ennis portion of Killadysert 
Union, go to the Kilrush workhouse or to the Ennis? — To the Ennis; only 
those belonging to the Ennis Union go to the Ennis workhouse. The current 
expenditure of the union is at present about 400/. a week for all purposes. 

I may state, as affording a contrast which perhaps the Committee may be 
desirous of seeing, that on the 12th of May 1849 there were 11,000 persons 
on the out-door relief, under section 1 of the Act, out of a population of 82,000, 
and on the 25th May 1850 there were 9,600 relieved under the same section 
out of a population of 64,000 ; that was in the proportion of 11,000 to 82,000 
in May 1849, and in the proportion of 9-,600 to 64,000 in May 1850, under the 
first section of the Act ; the per-centage is of course much higher upon the 
actual population, wliich is certainly one-fourth less, namely, 48,000. 

31 . Sir L. O'Brien.] You say the relief now is 400 1. a week ? — £. 400 a week 
is the total expenditure of the union. 

32. How much is that a year ? — £.20,800 a year. 

33. And what is the valuation ? — The valuation at present is 59,000 1. 

34. But which will be reduced to 30,000 ? — It will be, I think, 30,000/. 

35. So that the relief is in the proportion of 20,800/. to 30,000/.? — Yes;. 
according to the new valuation. 1 have no certain knowledge about the new 
valuation, but from conversations I have had with the new valuator, I tliink he 
will reduce it to that. 

36. That is 13 s. 4 in the pound ? — Yes. As to the mortality of the union 
in 1847, by a return I have here, I find there were 1,070 persons buried from 
the workhouse ; that is very nearly equal to the number of inmates in the 
house. 

37. Mr. C. Lewis^ "When you say nearly equal to the number of inmates in 
the house, you mean nearly equal to the inmates of the house at any one period ? 

— Yes. 

38. You do not take any account of the number of persons who have passed 
through the house during the whole period ? — No. 

39. Is there any connexion between the two facts you have adverted to, the 
mortality and the number in the house at any one period r — I think not ; 1 
merely wish to show the Comnaittee what the total mortality was in the three 
years I had charge of the union, so that they could form some comparison. In 
1848 the workhouse accommodation was considerably increased, and then 
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there were 1,209 deaths. In 1849 the workhouse accommodation was still 
further increased, and the mortality decreased to 508. 

40. Mr. Clements.'] Do you mean in the whole year of 1849? — In the whole 
year of 1849. The return is before the Committee. The mortality decreased 
to 508; it has again in the present year, 1850, increased to a very great 
extent. 

41. Chairman^ Can you put in a table of the mortality ? — Yes; that is a 
return of the mortality of which I have been speaking, for the years 1847, 1848, 
and 1849, completed. {The same was delivered in.) In the 22 weeks between 
that which ended the 5th of January 1850, and that which ended June the 1st, 
which is the latest period I can give you in 1850, the mortality amounted to 
846 ; that mortality was principally confined to those who lately entered the 
house, and the majority of them very young. I find that in one week the mor- 
tality reached 52, and of those only two were above the age of 23 years. 

42. Mr. Clements.] What was the number of inmates in that week? — 
I cannot give it to you accurately, but I think 3,715 was the accommodation 
then, and it was generally full ; they fluctuated from day to day, but it was 
seldom any under, and sometimes a few over 3,715. However, that mortality 
was not in fact upon 3,715 ; for by the returns which I have placed before the 
Committee, they will observe that the gi’eat majority of those deaths were of 
persons not in the workhouse one month, and a great many of them only a few 
days. There is a detailed repoi t of the deaths every week, if the Committee 
wish to refer to them; it gives the age and every particular {handing in 
the same). 

43. Do you mean to say that you consider the mortality you last mentioned 
bears reference to the mortality in the union, rather than to the mortality in the 
workhouse ? — Certainly. I do not think that that high mortality is attributable 
to workhouse causes, but to the state the people were in when they came 
into the workhouse ; and that fact is proved by the short time they were in the 
workhouse before death ; the great majority of those who came into the work- 
house died within a month after admission, and one-fourth only of those 
846 that I mentioned were in the house over two months, and many died 
within a few days or hours after admission. I find that the mortality for one 
week, during the period from January to June last, a return of which is there, 
reached 56. As to the financial condition of the union, and the amount of rate 
struck and levied in the union, I have an abstract of ^ rates which have been 
struck since the formation of the union up to March 1849, and since that 
period there has been only one uniform rate of 35., which was struck in last 
December. This is an abstract of the whole of the rates struck {delivering in 
the same). 

44. Chairman^ This reaches only down to the 29th September 1849 ? — To 
March ; the last rate struck was in March 1849. 

45. Has there been any rate struck in the union since that? — One; an 
unifoim rate of 35., struck in December last, which is at present in process of 
collection. That rate is now very nearly exhausted, and the union is almost 
without funds pending the striking of a new rate, which cannot he done till the 
new valuation is completed. The guardians have at present outstanding cheques 
to the amount of about 1,400?. unpaid, in addition to the liabilities of the 
union, which, exclusive of the building advances, &c., amount to about 16,000?. 
The present condition of the union may be understood from what I believe to 
be the fact, that out of 125,300 recipients of outdoor relief in all Ireland on 
the 1 2th of May last, 9,500 of those were in the reduced union of Kih-ush, 
being one-thirteenth of the recipients, though the union does not comprise 
one-sixtieth part of the population of Ireland, and certainly not one three-hun- 
dredth part of the prope^ rated in all Ireland. One remarkable fact connected 
with this union, and which distinguishes it from any other somewhat similarly 
circumstanced, is this : the poor rates, though not excessive, have been suffi- 
ciently embarrassing to the occupiers of every class ; and during very nearly 
the three years I have been employed in the union I never have had occasion 
to call upon a magistrate, poUceman, or soldier, to assist in the enforcement 
of the collection of those rates, though as much as 1,100?. a week has been 
collected and lodged to the credit of the union. This fact I consider highly 
creditable to the middle class ; and some credit is certainly due to the Roman- 
catholic priesthood, who, from the Bishop of the diocese to the parish curate, 

have. 
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.have, within my district, always inculcated obedience to the law, and discou- 
raged resistance to the collection of the rates, probably to their own pecuniary 
loss. I will deliver in a table, showing the decrease in the number of holdings 
under 4 ; at and above 4 1 ., and under 5 L ; at and above 6 and under 6 1 . ; 
at and above 6 Z., andunder 7 Z.; at and above 71 -, and under 8Z., and so on 
up to, at, and above 15 Z. : that is a return from the clerk of the union . — {The 
Witness delivered in the same.) 

46. You have spoken of the vast amount of pauperism in the union of Kil- 
rush as compared with the rest of Ireland ; can you account for that remarkable 
difference ? — I think certainly the principal cause is the want of employment ; 
the absence of continuous employment. 

. 47. Are there any other circumstences in the history of the union during the 

last four years to which you have referred, which have created or added to the 
amount of pauperism ? — I think one circumstance has certainly added to it- 
very much ; that is the large number of unhoused poor in the union, who have 
been either obliged to give up or have been turned out of their dwehings. 

48. How did this population subsist before the potato failure came on ; did 
they occupy very small holdings ? — They occupied small holdings, and almost 
exclusively depended upon potatoes, particulai'ly in the western portion of 
the union. 

49. Were not many of them supported partly by fishing ? — Many of them 
were supported by fishing, but to an inconsiderable extent; their fishing- 
tackle and their means of catching fish are of a very primitive sort; they 
have not a wooden boat, I believe, from Galway Bay to the Shannon ; they 
have only canoes made of canvas and sticks, which of course they cannot use 
in very rough weather. They have been also employed in cutting turf, and 
this is also the support of a very great number still ; but that affords them a 
most miserable subsistence. I have got a letter in my possession, which I 
have received since I came to London, from a gentleman, and he states, and 
I know it to be the fact, “ Nothing shows me^the wretched poverty of this dis- 
trict more than the low price of turf ; the average price for a horse load is 6 d., 
but last Saturday being market day a greater quantity than usual crowded in 
in the evening ; the steamer being supplied stopped buying, and in consequence 
of which many half-naked girls and boys late in the evening sold their loads 
of turf at 2 d. per horse load.” That is as much as a horse can draw in a 
square cart. They distinguish between a horse load and a donkey load of turf ; 
they draw in both, but the one is generally double the size of the other. 

.50. Sir X. O'Brien.] Is not a good deal sent in boats by the river ? — A very 
great quantity, particularly from the western part of the union. 

51. Can you say how many are engaged in that trade? — I can form no 
estimate ; it depends upon the season of the year ; but at all times of the year 
there are a considerable number employed. 

52. Many hundreds r— Many hundreds; indeed 1 should say thousands. 

53. Can you say how many depend upon it for their maintenance? — Some 
hundreds ; it is the staple trade of the place ; I think almost the sole dependence 
• of a very great portion of the population for the last few years. 

.54. Have you ever heard that as much as 60 , 000 1 . worth of turf was sold 
in the market ? — I have heard of 30,000 /. 

5.5. Sixty thousand, as applying to the whole from the western shore ; from 
the whole of the district? — I have never heard it stated above 30,000 /. 

56. Chahnnan.] Did tlie great bulk of the population which you have 
described as being lurf cutters, fishermen, and potatoe growers, rent land, or 
were many of them solely dependent upon daily labour ? — Almost every one of 
them rented land. 

57. Of whom did they rent the land ; generally of middlemen, or of the land 
lords ?— Sometimes from middlemen, and sometimes from the landlords. 

58. Was it chiefly tenancy at will ? — Tenancy at will, the whole. 

59. Mr. C. Leiois.] Is there any conacre tenure in that part of the country ? 

' — Yes, very extensive ; whatthey call muck ground, let out for a year, sometimes 
manuring it themselves. 

60. Chairman.] Do you know what rent they were in the habit of paying for 

the conacre? — Sometimes 2 L and 3 L, or 4 1 . an acre. 

61 . When they rented land for the year, what average rent did they pay ? — 
The rents, generally speaking, were very high from what I know. I have got 
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Cai)tain Some memoranda liere from a gentleman upon the subject. He states, “ This 
A. h. keiinedy . those who held a few acres, not to the wretched cottiers who held 

11 June 1850 ^ cabin ; these, in many instances, paid 3 /. to 4 1. for an 

acre and a cabin.” 

62. Mr. C. LewisP^ That is of course the Irish acre r — Yes. 

63. ChainnanPl W hen the potatoes failed those rents were still due, and 
they were liable to be evicted for nonpayment of them? — Yes. 

64. Mr. Clments.'\ Are you talking of rent paid to the head landlord, or to 
the middleman? — I speak of the rent that the occupier actually paid to 
either. 

65. You cannot say whether the rent you talk of was paid to the head land- 
lord, or to the middleman ? — No, I cannot. 

66 . Have you not in your experience found a great difference between 
■ the rents paid to the head landlords, and the rents paid to middlemen ? — Un- 
doubtedly ; sometimes the amount is double. 

67. Sir L. O'BrienP] Was the conacre generally let by the head landlord or 
the middleman ? — The middleman. 

68. Mr. C. LewisP\ What do you consider a fair and moderate rent for 
a cabin and an acre of ground in the Kilrush Union, at the present price of 
produce ? — I should say, if you take the average land of the union, the land 
would be very well let at 15 s. an acre ; that is the Irish acre. 

69. How much would you allow for the cabin? — ^The cabin is invariably 
built by t!ie occupier himself, and is of mere nominal value ; it is worthless 
really. 

70. Suppose a person takes an acre of ground with a cabin upon it ?— That 
is not usually the case ; they generally build the cabin themselves. 

71.1s the cabin always demolished when the person occupying it goes away ? 

It is generally in such a state as to require very little demolition, the cabins are 

so very bad and so very rude in structure ; they are mud cabins of the most 
miserable description. Some of them are mere holes in the bog ; they cut a 
square hole into the ground, of perhaps four or five feet deep, and then pitch 
a roof over it, so that some of them have no walls at all. 

72. Sir W. Somerville.] Has the conacre system been prevalent in Kilrush 
since your arrival there ? — No, they have no use for it ; but during 1848 and 
1849 there were considerable portions taken in that way by people who 
attempted to cultivate them M'ith potatoes, hut the potatoes would not grow, 
and that brought ruin upon them. 

73. Chairman.] Since the potatoe failure, were those small cottier holders 
of cabins and small portions of land by that -failure rendered wholly incapa- 
ble of paying a high rent? — PerfeGtly incapable of paying such rent. 

74. Mr. C. Lewis.] In what manner did they pay their rent before that 
time? — It was a common custom, for a cabin alone, and probably what they 
call a haggard, that is, a small place on which to grow a few potatoes, for 
a man to give 100 or 120 days labour in the year in lieu of rent. 

75-6. Could not that system be continued during the potatoe famine? — I 
think not; there was no employment for them ; those who formerly employed 
them, principally employed them in potatoe digging and potatoe planting ; the 
potatoe no longer being in existence, they had no employment to give them. 

77. Mr. Clements.] The employment of these people having depended en- 
tirely upon the potatoe, they required something in return for their labour ; 
thev had nothing to subsist upon unless they got payment for their labour at 
the^ time ? — Nothing whatever ; they had only the dtemative of getting money 
wages when the potatoes failed, or coming upon the rates. 

78. Mr. Faffun.] That system of ^ving a certain number of days’ labour for 
rent exists principally with the small farmers ? — Yes. 

7Q. Sir L. O'Brien.] When you say 2 L, 3 1, or 4 1. rent for a conaore ; 
that was an acre of land manured? — The person taking it manured it, and 
paid 3l. or 4/., I am credibly informed, for it. I may account for that in this 
way : that the manure upon it would generally cost little or nothing ; it was 
exclusively seaweed, and that seaweed the persons gathered themselves. 

80. Lord Are we to understand you that you know instances of 

cottiers who have taken land, paying 3 A or 4 1. an acre for it for one year, and 
have manured it themselves ? — No, I do not; I have understood that such was 
the case but I do not know instances ; but I know one instance, which came 
^ within 
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within my own knowledge lately, of a person in the western part of the union 
who gave 30 i fine for 10 acres of land, even this year, and he let each acre of 
that land out for potato land for 3 /. an acre ; 30 1. was the fine in addition to 
the rent. 

8 1. Mr. Ckmentn.'] For one year? — No, for the tenure; but I believe he 
holds it as tenant at will. I do not believe he has got a lease. 

82. Did he give that to the landlord ? — He gave that, I believe, to the 
landlord. 

83. Was that 30 Z. the arrears due upon the land ? — No ; it was 30 1., I believe, 
as a fine for the land. It was a Mr. Gibson, in the western district of Kil- 
ballyowen. 

84. Were there any arrears due upon the land? — Not that I am aware of. 

85. Did you inquire whether there were any arrears due upon the land? — 
I did not. There is a gentleman coming before the Committee who I dare say 
can speak accurately to the fact. 

86 . Mx. Fagan!] Do you know what rent he paid for it? — I do not know 
the rent he paid, but he sublet for 3 1. an acre. 

87- Sir L. O'Brien^ Was that in a state to grow potatoes? — It was; it was 
black bogland. 

88 . Lord Naas,] Was it in a state to grow potatoes without manure ? — 
Certainly not. 

89. Mr. Clements.] Is it usual for the landlords to take fines when they let 
land in the Kilrush Union ?~I cannot state that of my own knowledge. 



90. Chairman^ As to the large number of persons you have described as in. 
the receipt of out-door relief at different times, were they still any of thenrin 
the occupation of land, or had they been removed from it?— I think a very 
small per-centage of them had land ; if they had, it was held under cover of 
some other person’s name, probably a father, or brother, or cousin, which was 
sometimes done, but I think to a very small extent. 

gi. Therefore the number of 30,000, which you have spoken of as having 
been relieved out of doors in July 1849, would represent that portion of the 
population which had been thrown out of their ordinary means of livelihood ? — 
No doubt of it, and I believe a very small per-centage of them held land. 

92. Do you think any large proportion of that mass of the population have 
returned to the occupation and cultivation of land ?— Certainly not. 

93. What then has become of them since that time? — They are at this 
moment, a very large number of them, in a starving state. 

94. Are they in the receipt of relief still ?— They are not ; there is no relief 
given now, except under the 1 st section. 

95. How do they subsist ? — It is really difficult to say how they subsist ; you 
can hardly call it subsistence ; they are walking skeletons ; you rarely see an 
able-bodied man in the Kilrush Union. 

96. Of the 4,500 poor whom you state to be in the Kilrush workhouse, what 
proportion are able bodied? — There are 916 put down as able-bodied working 
males, but they would not be called able-bodied working males anywhere else, 
I think, than at Kilrush ; it is more in reference to their age than their physical 
power, that they are so called. And there are 1,345 able-bodied women in the 
house. 

97. The remainder are children? — Of the remainder there are 783 boys- 
between nine and 15 years of age, and 814 girls between the same ages. 

98. Is that in the workhouse ? — In the workhouse. 

99. Mr. Fagan!] How many workhouses are there ? — There is the principal 
workhouse, and six auxiliary buildings. 

100. Chairman.] The number on the out-door relief list have fluctuated, 
have they not, since the extreme period you speak of in July 1849, to the pre- 
sent time, between 30,000 the then number, and 9,000 or 10,000 the actual 
number? — ^Verymuch. 

101. Have they ever been reduced lower than that ? — They ha,ve not ; 

r\p to the jjresent time, I think is the lowest; that is speaking of the old 
union. , r v 

102. Sir X. O'Brien!] Have any of those who have received rdief brought 
certificates of having given up their land; do you know that their land has 
been occupied by other persons ? — I know that has been don/i to a considerable 
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Captain extent, and those certificates I have reason to believe have been extensively 
A. E. Kennedy/, agents ; by drivers, bailiffs. 

1 June i8/;o Chairman.'] What is the relief that has been afforded to those out-door 

' ° ‘ paupers ? — One pound of Indian meal for all over nine years, and half a pound 

of Indian meal for those under nine years. 

104. That has been continued from the time you have been inspector of the 
union ? — From the time I have been inspector of the union, with the exception 
of a short period, when bread was given to the able-bodied class who were 
working at stone breaking ; it was considered better to give them bread ; that 
it was better for them, and it was less attractive than meal, which they could 
sell if they were not destitute. 

105. Was there any relief afforded to them in any other shape than in food? 

— None. 

106. How did those whose houses had been pulled down find shelter, fuel, 
and clothing ? — They usually gave a portion of their food for lodging. 

107. Did they reserve sufficient for themselves to maintain them in health ? 

— I think, and Mr. Bourke, the inspector, is quite of the same opinion, who 
reported lately upon the union, that the allowance is quite inadequate to 
support health even without giving away any portion. I think it may be 
sufficient for temporary subsistence to force a man into employment again, 
which I tliink it is intended for; but certainly as a permanent subsistence it is 
inadequate. 

loS. That subsistence has been permanent during the two and a half years 
you have been inspector ?— It has. 

109. Have any large number of those out-door paupers been the same 
individuals continuing during aU that time upon the list r — A very considerable 
number have ; but a great number have died off, and others have taken their 
places. 

no. How have they been supplied with clothing during all that time? — 
The great mass, I believe, are almost literally naked ; I may say probably, that 
as to every hundred of this class of which I have spoken who have received 
relief, they have not as much rags upon them as would clothe 15 per cent, of 
them. 

1 1 1 . A certain number of these, you say, have been all along infirm paupers, 
and have been relieved under section 1 ; those relieved now consist wholly 
of that class ? — ^They now consist wholly of that class ; but many of those were 
last year relieved under section 2. It is not an unusual thing to find a man 
apply for relief and be considered an able-bodied man, who probably a fort- 
night or three weeks afterwards will apply again for relief, and be admitted 
to relief as an infirm man. 

112. Are you aware that those whoare relieved under the first section of the 
Act ought in the terms of the Act to obtain due relief? — I am aware of that. 

113. That the guardians are bound to afford it; do you consider that to 
be due relief which you have described, consisting merely of a pound of meal 
per day, without any allowance for fuel, clothing, or lodging, and continued, 
for years together?— If those persons had lodging and clothing it might be 
sufficient, but certainly without lodging and clothing it is insufficient. 

134. Has not that inadequate relief to the infirm poor in your opinion caused 
a great amount of suffering, mid probably of mortality ? — No doubt of it, I think. 

115. Has that been passing under your eyes now for the last two years ? 
— I can entertain no doubt of it whatever. I think those poor are gradually 
brought down by protracted privation. 

310. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do you think that the poor persons receiving relief in 
the Kilrush Union are in a better or a worse condition now than they were a 
year ago ? — I think they are worse ; those in the receipt of relief. 

117. What do you say as to the poor of the union not receiving relief? — 
— The poor of the union not receiving relief, 1 think, are a new class who, have 
latterly become paupers, and they probably are in the same condition as those 
were in 1847* I hey are better clothed and they have generally some shelter, 
those who have recently become paupers ; but they will go probably, through 
the same circumstances, as the others. 

318. Mr. Mansell] Still there must be a large class who were receiving 
relief a year ago, and who are not receiving relief now ; what is their con- 
dition ? — Extremely bad ; it can scarcely be exaggerated. I think their 

privation 
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privation and suffering is very great ; during the spring there was a great Captain 
deal of employment and they earned a subsistence, but barely a subsistence. 

1 1 g. But still surely there has been a very large amount of employment? — ii June 1850. 
Employment in the spring, but there is now none whatever. 

120. Have not there been an immense quantity of potatoes planted?— A very 
great quantity. 

121. And that land has been planted by the assistance of others? — Just so; 
it was during that employment that the relief list was so much reduced. 

122. Lord Can you state what the rate of wages was during the 

increased employment in the spring ? — Probably 4 d.tobd.a. day. 

123. Chairman.'} Without food? — Without food; many were employed for 
their food alone, and at this moment I believe any number of persons can be 
got for their food, and they cannot obtain employment even upon those 
conditions. 

124. Mr. C. Lewis.} V/as there any difficulty in getting the seed for the 
potatoes ? — None whatever ; there was a large stock in the country. 

124*. Was the potato crop of last year abundant in the Kilrush Union? — 

Very, where they were planted. 

125. Mr. Monsell} Was there a large quantity of potatoes exported from 
the Kilrush Union ? — There was not until after the seed time began to go past, 
and then they exported. 

126. Have you any idea what amount was exported ? — I cannot state. 

127. Was there a very considerable quantity ? — Certainly not. 

128. Mr. Clements.}’ 'Vfho were the parties who kept the seed?— The 
farmers. Almost aU who grew potatoes were under the impression that the 
potatoes would be a very high price about seed time, and they consumed a 
very few ; they saved them till seed time ; they then rushed into the market 
with them, and lowered the price of them by the abundance of the supply ; 
and when they found that all who required seed were supplied, they then sold 
the potatoes, and exported them. 

129. Mr. Monsell.} At what price were they selling? — As well as I remem- 
ber, from 6 to 7 if. a stone in the spring. 

1 30. Sir X. O'Brien.} Were there any who were receiving relief who after- 
wards sold potatoes ?— I think not ; I have heard it, but I do not believe it. 

131. Mr. Clements.] Did you make any inquiries upon that point? — I did; 
when • I heard it stated, I inquired from the best sources I could get at ; the 
relieving officers stated to me tbeir utter disbelief that such was the truth. In 
every way in which I had the means of getting information, I inquired, and I 
could arrive at no fact connected with it. 

132. Chairma?!.] Are you acquainted with the report recently made by Mr. 

Inspector Bourke on the condition of this union ?— 1 have read it. 

] 33. Do you know this passage : “ Upon the failure of the potato crop, the 
larger proportion of the people found themselves deprived of their sole means 
of support. The ground ceased to be cultivated ; the occupiers fell into the 
ranks of paupers ; rents were no longer paid, and ejectments to a large extent 
ensued. When possession of those lands was taken under these ejectments, 
the cabins of the poor were thrown down, and the inmates sought shelter either 
in cottages in the neighbourhood, where lodging was afforded Qiem, or in hovels 
hastily consti-ucted amongst the ruins or along the road sides, and in waste or 
hog lands adjoining.” That corresponds, does not it, with the description you 
have been giving, and which you have given in your reports to the Commis- 
sioners from time to time, as to the early causes of the condition of the paupers 
in the union ? — It does. 

134. I find that Mr. Bourke, in the continuation of that report, states that 
the means of workhouse relief “ were never sufficient for the reception of all ” ? 

— That was the case. 

135. “And to this present time many remain in receipt of out-door relief, 
occupants of their wretched hovels, with scarcely any clothes, and reduced to 
a lamentable condition by disease generated by cold and the unhealthy nature 
of their dwellings.” .Does your experience confirm that statement ?— Quite. 

1 36. Mr. Bourke, in page 4 , continues : “ This relief to out-door paupers is 
administered in food only, and is clearly inadequate to supply their wante, 
which embrace not only food, but lodging and clothing. It would, no doubt, 
he competent for the guardians to provide in all respects for the wants of thesq 
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poor persons, but it appears to me that it would be much safer to provide for 
them in the workhouse, where relief in every respect suitable to their condition 
could be readily administered.” In your opinion, would it be possible to pro- 
vide adequate workhouse accommodation for all the destitute poor that Mr. 
Bourke is here speaking of ? — I think not. 

137. Sir L. O’Rn'fiw.] Then how would you propose to relieve them? — That 
is a question that it is very difficult for me to answer. 

138. It is a very necessary question? — I cannot really say how I would pro- 
pose to relieve them ; I think that the only mode of relieving them is the obvious 
mode of employing the population, who are in idleness and ruin in all parts 
of the country. The obvious mode is emplojnng them in some way, 

139* Where is the money to come from? — That is a question I cannot 
answer ; I am aware of the difficulty I place mpelf in by that answer. 

140. What sort of emplo3nnent would you give them ? — That I am not pre- 
pared to state. 

141. Chairman.'] Do you contemplate the probability of the number of 
destitute persons at present on the relief list decreasing in the course of the 
present summer ? — I do not. 

142. Are they likely to increase ?— I think so, till harvest ; they are daily on 
the increase. 

143. Would it be possible to provide sufficient workhouse accommodation to 
contain them all ? — I think not. 

You have been lately increasing the workhouse accommodation to a 
very large extent ?— To a very large extent. 

145. But at the same time it has been found necessary to increase the out- 
door relief also ?— Both concurrently. 

146. And that is the process which you think is still continuing, and must 
necessarily continue?— I think so. On the 12th of May there were 9,600 on 
the out-door relief list under the first section ; and on the 1st of June there 
were 9,856, which shows a gradual increase of the out-door concurrently with 
the in-door. 

147. Have the out-door paupers been continuously relieved during the last 
six months ; has there not been from time to time a cessation, a total stoppage 
of out-door relief to them ? — There has been. 

148. On what occasions did that occur? — If I had reference to the papers 
from the Poor-law Commission Office, I could turn to the periods. (The Wit- 
ness referred to the same) December the 1st, 1849, there were no supplies 
granted for out-door relief, I see, on reference to this return from_ the office. 

149. Mr. Fagan^ Under either section? — ^UndCT either section. On the 
8th there was no supply ordered. 

150. Chairman^ That is in the next week?— The next week. On the 15th 
there w^ only partial relief ordered. 

151. Those are the days on which the weekly supplies axe given? — Yes. 
On the 1st of December there was no relief ordered ; the week ended the 
8th there was none given ; and in the week ended the 1 5th there was partial 
relief given. 

152. Was that half rations ? — On the week ended 15th of December there 
was partial relief given to 484 persons, out of 1 1,584 who were on relief on the 
1st of December. On the week ended the 22d of December there weare supplies 
granted to the amount of 99?. 15s. received from the Poor-law Commissioner. 
On the week ended 29th December there were 373 persons partially relieved, 
out of 10,515 on out-door relief list On 19th of January 1850 there were no 
supplies obtained for ensuing week. Supplies have been continued from that 
period to 6th April. 

1 53. When you state the number, you mean those on the relief lists ? — Yes, 
those on the relief lists. 

154. Are those the lists of pereons who, upon the statement of the relieving 
officer, are destitute and in want of relief? — Yes ; those home on the relieving 
officer’s books. 

155. As being absolutely dKtitute and in want of food? — ^Yes. 

1 56. And yet during the six weeks you have referred to a very large proportion 

of them were" wholly without any rehef at ? — Some weeks they were wholly 

without relief, and in other weeks there was only partial relief granted to 484 

373, out of the number on the relief lists, 10,513. 

157.. What 
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157. What was the cause of the discontinuance of relief at this time 1 — Want 
of funds, and want of credit. 

158. How did those parties live during the interval while relief was discon- 
tinued ?— At that period there was a considerable quantity of turnips planted 
in small patches by fanners ; they had very few cattle to eat them, and those 
turnips were given in charity. I can speak of my own knowledge of the 
charity exercised during those protracted stoppages. It was widely known by 
the inhabitants and others that the relief was stopped for want of funds, and 
they gave relief in turnips and other things, such as they had, to an incredible 
extent during those periods. 

159. Was there any formal notice issued by the Board of Guardians that the 
relief during those weeks was stopped, or was it merely communicated to the 
paupers at the time they applied at the usual place for the distribution of the 
meal, that there was no meal, and that they could not have any ? — ^There was 
not any formal notice given, and the paupers certainly expected it ; they knew 
that they would not he able to supply it, but there was no formal notice 
given ; the paupers generally went to the depot to get their focd, and did not 
get it. 

1 60. Did they come any distance to the relief depdts, many of them ? — Con- 
siderable distances ; five, six, and seven miles. 

161. Was there any general declaration at the time on the part of the Board 
of Guardians, that the workhouse was open to those parties if they chose to 
enter ? — There was none more than usual. They knew that of course, if they 
applied, they would be admitted at the workhouse, if there was room for them, 
as usual, but there was no additional instruction given on account of the stop- 
page. The poor expected daily to get the food, and I dare say many would 
have availed themselves of the workhouse if they had been told that they 
would get no food ; but they were in the daily expectation of getting it. 

162. Sir L. 0*Brien.] Did any of them turn themselves to any. employment 
or occupation during those intervals ? — ^The whole of those on relief at that 
time w'ere under the first section, and therefore supposed to be permanently 
disabled from labour. 

1 63. Lord Naas."] Were there many vacancies in the workhouse during the 
time of the cessation of relief? — There were. 

164. Were those vacancies filled up then?— They were not. 

165. How do you account for that: if the out-door relief ceased, and the 
people were consequently in such very great distress, how do you account for 
their not applying? — Simply from the fact that they expected to have their 
relief restored to them daily, and by coming into the workhouse they would 
be struck off the out-door relief list, remaining on which they very much pre- 
ferred to coming into the workhouse. 

166. Can you state what the amount of vacancies was in the workhouse at 
this time ? — I cannot accurately, but there certainly were vacancies ; the work- 
house was not full at any time during that period. 

167. Mr. Clements.'] What number of vacancies were there in the work- 
houses at the time that out-door relief was stopped ? — On the 1st of December 
1849 there were 300 vacancies. 

168. Will you have the goodness to state the number of vacancies in the 
workhouses on each subsequent week during the stoppage of out-door relief? — 
On the week ending the 8th of December there were under 256 vacancies. On 
the week ending the 15th December there were 408 vacancies. On the22d 
December relief was given, I think it is necessary to state, to 10,513 out of 
11,584; the vacancies were 600. On the week ending the 99th December tl^e 
vacancies were only thi*ee. On the week ending the 5th of January there 
were only 130 vacancies. On the 12th of January there were 30 over the 
number.' I am taking the period when the workhouse acoommodation was 
only 2,830. 

169. You stated that out-door relief was recommenced on the 22d0fDeeem- 
ber? — No. 

170. Was it continued from that period onward? — It was not; on the 29th 
of December 373 persons only were partially relieved out of 

171. What was done in the following week; the 6th of Jannary? — On the 
5th of January I find full relief was given to 10,918 persons. 

0.52. ■ B 2 17^- And 
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Captain 172. And outhe 12th of January?— On the 12th of January I find Ml relief 

A. E. Kennedi/. was giveuto 11,753 persons. 

- 173. Then if I understand you correctly, out-relief was only discontinued 

II JaaeiSso. y^hoUy for three weeks, and partially during one more week ?— For three weeks 
there was no relief whatever ^ven, and on the week ending the 15th of December 
there was only partial relief given to 484 persons. 

174. Did not you give the Committee to understand that out-door relief was 
suspended for six weeks ? — For five weeks ; wholly, 1 think, for three weeks. 
On the 1st of December there were no supplies ordered. On the 8th of 
December there were no supplies given. On the 22d^of December there were 
no supplies given. On the 15th of December there was partial relief gi\^en, 
and on the 19th of January there were no supplies ordered. This I take from 
the Poor-law Commissioners’ return furnished to The House. 

175. Then according to that, out-door relief was wholly stopped for only two 
weeks consecutively? — For two weeks consecutively. 

176. And during those two, weeks the number in the workhouse did not 
increase?— On the second week they did increase by 100 ; that is, on the 8th of 
December. 

177. You stated just now that the number of vacancies on the 1st of 
December were 347, and that the number of vacancies on the 8th of December 
were 256 ? — On the 1st of December the numbers in the woithouse were 
2,333. 

178. Leaving how many vacancies? — That would leave 347 vacancies. 

179. You stated just now that there were only 300 ? — That arose from a 
mistake as to the time at which additional accommodation was provided. On 
the 8th of December the number in the house had increased to 2,424. 

180. What were they the week before? — On the 1st of December there were 
347 vacancies ; the numbers in the house were 2,333. 

181. Lord JVaas.J You say, I think, that the week ending on the 1st of 
December there was no relief given whatever? — No supplies were granted on. 
tlie 1st December; it is stated so in the Commissioners’ return. 

182. There might have been no supplies granted, but will you undertake to 
say there was no relief given ? — I cannot state that ; I see from the return of 
the Commissioners that no supplies were granted for that week ; if there was 
any relief given, it was probably from some small balance from the previous 
week ; that is very probable ; you never can give the relieving officer the exact 
quantity he requires. 

183. Have you any return which will show that there was or not any person, 
on out-door relief during the week ending the 1st of December 1849? — 
I cannot upon the instant state that; 

184. Chairman.] If the Committee are desirous of having a precise statement 
laid before them of the correspondence between the number in the workhouse 
and the number for which there was room in the workhouse, with the different 
periods at which relief was stopped, shall you be able to give them that detail 
at a future day r — Readily, if I have access to those papers, because I have 
otherwise no means ; I have no copies of correspondence or of letters by me ; 
I could not keep them. 

185. Lord Naas.] Are you able to state the peculiar circumstances of the 
union during each of the weeks alluded to when relief was stopped ? — As to the 
financial condition of the union ? the guardians were heavily in debt. 

186. Both as to the relative amount of workhouse accommodation, and the 
number of persons in the workhouse ? — I will furnish the whole of that, if you will 
allow me ; I think that comes properly into the figures which you require as 
to the weeks of out-door relief. I shall then be able to state the number in the 
house, the number of vacancies, the amount of relief given, where relief was 
given at all during those weeks, and also the financial condition of the union 
upon those weeks. 

187. Then you will be prepared another day to give that? — T shall be 
prepai-ed to give it ; I have got the whole material under my hand ; it is only 
to refer to an immense mass of documents, hut which cannot be referred to in 
a moment. 

188. CAairman.] Have you got the financial account of the union before 
you, and can you give us a succinct statement of the amount of rates collected 
as compared with the expenditure of the union during the period you havei 

been 
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been inspector r — I can commence on the 25th of March 1848, and go on to Captain 
-the 29th of September 1849. On the 25th of March 1848, that is, for the A. E. Kennedi/, 

half-year, there were 369 L received as Government advances to the union, 

and the expenditure was 6,611 1. 1850 . 

i8g. Mr. C. Letois.'] How was the balance obtained ? — The balance was paid 
partly by rates, and partly not paid at all ; it was debt accumulated. 

190 . Chairman.] Can you refer to any document which will give your 
answer in a clearer form ? — Unless I can get access to some of the Parlia- 
mentary books; the Blue Books; the earliest document I have is September 
1849. 

191 . Begin there? — Probably the Committee will allow me to go through 
with this table, showing the total advances given to the union, and the total 
expenditure, and then allow me to account for the balance. 

192 . Be good enough to do so, and mention the dates?— For the half-year 
ending the 25th of March 1848, 369/. advances, and 6,611 1. expenditure for 
the half-year ending the 29th September 1848. Grants were given to the 
amount of 6,450 ; the expenditure was 14,143/. For the half-year ending 
the 25th March 1849, the grants given to the union amounted to 250 1., and 
the expenditure to 15,228 /. For the half-year ending the 29th of September 
1849, which is the latest period we can go to, the latest period audited, the 
advances were 15,689 /., and the expenditure was 24,1 10 making the total of 
grants 22,758 /., and the expenditure 60,092 /. in four half-years. 

193 . How was the difference between those two sums collected? — The 
difference between those two sums was collected partly in rates. 

1 94 . Cannot you carry on the account beyond the 29th of September 1849 ; 
have you not the financial statement of the union, up to the 25th of March of 
this year ?~No, tlie accounts are not audited yet ; they are in process of being 
audited now ; the 29th of September 1849 is the last audit. On the half-year 
ending the 25th March 1848, there were 7,492/. lodged. On the 29th of 
September 1848, there were 4,984/. lodged. On the 25th of March 1849, 
there were 8,575 /. lodged. On the 29th of September l849, there were 8, 188 /. 
lodged, making a total of 29,239 /. 

195 . The deficiency was added to the debts of the union? — Yes ; the de- 
ficiency was added to the debts of the union. 

196 . And that deficiency has been during the whole of that time continually 
increasing ? — Yes. 

197 . "V^at exertions have been made during this time to collect the rates ; 
has there been any failure in that respect ? — None whatever ; the rates have 
been well collected on the whole. 

198 . Do you think that higher rates might have been collected during any 
part of that period ? — I thinlc higher rates might have been collected. 

199 . When you say, therefore, that the rates were well collected, you mean 
that the rates struck were well collected ? — Yes. 

200 . But your belief is that higher rates might have been struck and col- 
lected ? — I think so. 

201 . Sir i. O’^riew.] What rates were struck? — The rate prior to the last, 

I think, in some places amounted to 4 7 d., or 4 s. 10 d. in the pound, and 

that was collected within a very few pounds in some of the worst districts of 
the union. I do not think the resources of the union were less at the last rate 
which was struck, which was 3 s. ; the rate prior to that was struck on the 
19th March 1849, amounting to 4 7 d. in the pound ; to 5 in one division, 

and to As. 7 d. in another; 5 5., 5 5., 45., 4 5., and from that varying down 
to 2 5 . 

202 . Mr. Clefments.] On the 19th of March 1849 that was made? — Yes. 

203 . And you are of opinion that the rate should have been larger ? — No, 

I am not ; I think not ; but Sir Lucius O’Brien asked me about the last rate 
of 3 5. in the pound struck in December 1849, whether a higher rate than that 
could have been collected. My answer is, that I think it could; and the reason 
I give for so thinking is, that the rate prior to that, which amounted Xo4s.7 d. 
in the pound upon some divisions, for instance, Kilmurry, was 4 5 . in the pound, 
and I look upon that as probably the poorest district in the union j and that 
was collected within a very few pounds, without the employment of a single 
policeman ; and from that I infer that a higher rate than 3 5 . might have been 
collected, and ought to have been struck in December. 

0 . 52 . B 3 304 . The 
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Captain 204. The ground of your thinking so is^ that a higher rate had. been made 

J. JS. Kennedy, previously, and collected ? — ^And collected within a few pounds without resist- 
■ ance or trouble of any kind. 

11 June 1850. 205. For what period was the estimate made upon which the last rate was 

framed ? — That is the 3 s. rate in December, for the half year. 

206. For what period was the previous rate made ? — ^For the half year also ; 
but both obviously inadequate to meet the requirements of the union. 

207. Then a rate of 7 s. 7 d. in the pound was made in the year r — In the 
year, on some divisions. 

208. Sir L. O'Brien.] Was that collected without any distress to the 
farmers ? — It was collected without the employment of a single policeman or 
magistrate. 

209. Chairman.] Has the amount collected by the last rate been nearly ex- 
pended by this time r— It has ; the rate is very nearly exhausted. ^ 

210. Has there been any attempt made to raise a fresh rate ? — There has 
not. 

211. Has there been any discussion in the Board of Guardians relative to 

raising a fresh rate ? — A new rate will be struck as soon as the valuation is 
concluded. , , . » m j 

212. Sir L. O'Brien.] Has not the collection of such high rates as 7 7 »• 

in the year denuded the country very considerably of cattle and provisions? — 
There are very few cattle ; that is not a grazing part of the country ; but un- 
doubtedly the rate has pressed heavily. „ T i.- 1 

213. Do you mean to say it has not ruined the people? — I think not 5 I do 
not know an instance of anybody being ruined by the rates. 

214. Not small farmers? — No, I do not know an instance of it; there 

may be. -j i 

215. I allude to people who had one or two cows a few years ago, and who 
have lost everything? — I know men who have been reduced to pauperism, but 
it is not my opinion that they were reduced to pauperism by the rates, because 
that 7 s. 7 d. did not come out of the occupier’s pocket altogether. You will 
remember that prior to the Amended Poor-law Act the tenant was rated upon 
the valuation, and he deducted upon the rental ; so that I know many cases 
where the landlord paid almost the whole of it. 

216. Then did not that distress the landlord? — It did, I think, to some extent ; 

if anybody suffered, it was the landlord, certainly ; but the occupier up to that 
period, where he was rated upon the valuation and deducted upon the rent^, 
where the rental very much exceeded the valuation, which it did almost in 
every case, paid very little. _ „ v ■ • 1 

217. Is it the fact that some lancUords received no rent at aU ; that it entirely 

went to the poor-rate?" — I believe some are in those circumstances. 

218. They m:e in the deepest distress r — believe many are. 

219. Mr. Clements.] Then the only ground upon which you think a higher 
rate than 7 s. 7 d. in the year could be collected, is, that there was no opposition 
to the collection, and that the police had not to be called out? — No opposition 
whatever. The police had not to be called out. 

220. But from your general acqusdntance with the country, do you not think 
that the amount' of that rate was very distressing to the people ? — There could 
not he a doubt that it was distressing. 

221. Chairman!] At the time this rate of Ss. was struck, and subsequently, 
did you communicate to the Commissioners your opinion that a higher rate 
ought to have been struck ? — I did. 

222. And that it ought to have been struck at an earlier period ? — I did. 

223. And that correspondence, and a great deal more, which ensued 
between tbe Commissioners and the Board of Guardians in explanation of that 
opinion, is contained in tbe papers forming the return to Parliament of the 7th 
of February in this year ? — It is, 

224. Sir R. Ferguson.] Do you recollect what was the amount of arrears 
■uncollected when that 3 s. rate was struck? — I find on the 29th of September 
1849 there were 5,803 1 . uncollected out of the original rate. There was a rate 
struck in March 1849, and in September, of that rate there was 5,803 1 . uncol- 
lected. 

225'. Mr. Clements.] What was the amount to be collected in March 1849? 

—£.11,170. , 

230. Sir 
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226. Sir R. Ferguson.~\ So that there was more than 60 per cent, of that 
uncollected ?— At that time. 

227. Mr. Clements:] When did the communications between you and the 
guardians respecting the making of the new rate commence?— On Sd No- 

vember. » , . , 

228. What was the arrear at that timer — At that time there was a con- 
sidekble arrear outstanding; they were getting the rates in. I think that at 
that time there were somewhere about 5,000 1. outstanding ; but a considerable 
portion of that was known to be irrecoverable. 

229. Do you mean to say that no arrears were collected in December?— 

I cannot say that accurately. 

230. You stated the amount of arrears in September? — £.5,800 wag the 
amount outstanding on the 29th of September 1849. 

231. Then what was the arrear at the time the communications first com- 
menced respecting making the new rate ? — I cannot state accurately without 
reference to these papers ; but it was 5,800 1. on the 29th of September. I think 
it could not have exceeded 2,500 1. or 3,000 1. when that correspondence com- 
menced ; but 2,000 /. of it was known to be bad debts. 

232. When did that correspondence commence ? — In December. 

233. When were the guardians appointed ?— On the 27th of October. 

234. Then it commenced immediately after? — It commenced immediately 

after. , ^ nw. i. j 

235. Had the vice-guardians prepared for making the new rate ? — They had. 

236. Were the rate books made out? —They were, and laid upon the table 
the first day of meeting. 

237. What was the nature of the objections taken by the new Board of 
Guardians to making the rate? — They considered that 3 s. was as high an amount 
of rate as could be collected in the union. The Commissioners thought 



Captain 

A. E. Kennedy, 
11 June 1850, 



omereutiy. , , . . « rm. 

238. What was the purport of the Commissioners objections.'— Ihey thought 
a higher rate ought to have been struck to meet the requirements of the union, 
whiSi are far beyond anything that could be collected in that union. 

239. What did they recommend to be made ?— There was no sum stated ; 
but they thought that a 3r. rate, 6d. of which went to the rate in aid, leaving 
2s, &d. only available for union purposes, was too low. Mr. Lynch, the dis- 
trict inspector, was of my opinion ; in- fact Mr. Lynch objected to the amount 
of the rate as well as I ; it was not my province to decide upon that ; Mr. 
Lynch considered so, and I perfectly concurred with him. 

240. What rate was proposed to be made by the Commissioners ?— They did 
not propose any amount ; they merely stated that 3 s. was inadequate. 

241 . Did you propose any amount I— I did not, for I saw that the guardians 
were decided upon not making a higher rate, consequently I did not name 



any sum. 

242. What was the estimate for the six months ?— It amounted, m some 
divisions, to as much as 16 j. in the pound. 

243. In round numbers for the whole union ? — The estimate of expenditure 
for the half year was about 24,000 1 I have not a return of that half year, but 
I know from the corresponding half year that it was about that. 

244. The estimate of expenditure for the ensuing six months, laid before the 
guardians upon their first taking office, was 24,000 1? — About that sum. 

245. What was the amount estimated to be collected by the Zs. rate?— It 

wouki come to about 8,000 /. . 1 j 

246. Of what items was that sum of 24,000 1. formed ; did that sum include 
the debt of the union ? — "No, it did not. 

247. Do you mean that it included the current expenditure only?— 1 he 
current expenditure only ; the debt of the union would have made it much 
larger j I speak of the current expenditure. 

248. Do you mean that the estimated expenditure of the union was 48,000/. 
a year, and that the estimated value was 59,OOOZ. ? — Yes, nearly so. - 

249. Sir L. O'Brien.^ In fact, then, a rate equal to that would have absorbed 

all the property ? — It would have done so. I would be very son^.to say that 
the property of Kilrush Union is suffident to support the pauperisBa ; at present 
I would say it is not. , . 

250. But would you have gone on striking rates up to that amount 

0.52. B4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




iG MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

Captain No; but I would have struck as high a rate as I thought could be collected 
J E. Kennedif. properly. 

251. Chahman^ Are you aware that in other unions rates have been 

u June 1850. collected of as much as 10^. or 12«. in the pound? — In the adjoining unions 
of Ennis and Ennistown much higher rates than those in Kilrush were col- 
lected. 

252. Sir L. O'Brien.'] Has it not caused the sale of the poor man’s last cow 
and his last pig? — I have not the least doubt that it has caused great 
distress. 

253. Have not those rates of 10 5. and 12s. brought many, who were com- 
fortable faimers, to absolute pauperism ? — I am sure they have been conducive 
to it ; but the farmers are only liable to one-half the rate. 

254. Chairman.] Will you take that return, and turn to the correspondence 
which was at this time taking place between the Board of Guardians and the 
Commissioners, relative to the levy of rates ; at Nos. 37 and 38, you will find 
it ? — I have it. 

2,55. Read it, if you please? — “ Copy of Resolution of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Kilrush Union, received on the 7th day of December 1849”; the 
Guardians came into office on the 27th of October ; this was the first day of 
meeting : “ Resolved, that having been refused further supplies by Mr. Russell 
and other merchants, or any advance of money by our treasurer, we call the 
attention of the Commissioners to the awful state of the union, with 12,000 on 
the out-door relief, without rations for the current week, with over 2,000 
inmates in the workhouse and auxiliaries, and no provision for their next meal, 
except turnips, which has been their principal food for the last two days, and 
we feel satisfied that unless immediate assistan ce be sent us, the consequence 
win be fearful in the extreme. The Board entreat the Commissioners to take 
into consideration the state in which the finances were handed over to them by 
their predecessors ; owing a debt (not including building instalments) of fuUy 
13,000/., of which 1,600 1. was an overdrawn account on our treasurer ; 8,000^ 
due to Messrs. Russell, and smaller sums to other merchants in the town, several 
cheques of the late vice- guardians dishonoured, and no available resources, 
except the weekly collections on the outstanding arrears of a rate made eight 
months back, which collection was greatly retarded by the dismissal of two of 
our collectors by the Commissioners, for charges brought against them before 
our election; and also by the failure of a prosecution for a rescue, and a dis- 
miss on some processes brought by another collector at the last sessions (when it 
was decided by the barrister), in consequence of some irregularities in the books 
produced ; that the prosecution was illegal, and this report, greatly exaggerated, 
flew through the country and encouraged resistances to the payment of the 
rates, all of which circumstances tended to embarrass the new Board. That 
upon the second day of meeting, viz. the 10th ultimo, which was as soon as 
they could see their way, many of the Board being ‘ new hands,’ they made 
a rate of Ss.m the pound, not that they conceived it at all adequate, but it 
was the opinion of the majority that a higher rate would be disheartening to 
ratepayers for the present, and that probably as much money would be received 
as from a higher rate, and that in a shorter time. That the Board do not 
desire to avoid any legal responsibility thrown upon them, as they evinced by 
the fact of some of them making themselves personally responsible for the last 
week’s food, nor to spare themselves in any way, if the C!ommissioners will only 
show them what to do ; but they are fully convinced that nothing but an advance 
of money can take them out of their present difficulties, and they therefore 
implore of the Commissioners not to lose a moment in applying to the Lords 
of the Treasury for rehef, and the Board feel themselves relieved of all moral 
responsibility, having laid the statement of these facts before the Commis- 
sioners.” 

256. Now read the reply of the Commissioners to that? — The Commis- 
sioners’ answer to that is dated the 10th of December 1849 : “ The Commis- 
sioners for administering the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland have 
had under their consideration a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians 
of Kilrush Union, calling the attention of the Commissioners to the state of 
the union, supplies having been refused by merchants, and the treasurer 
having also refused any advance of money. The guardians also advert to the 
state in which the finances of the union were handed over to them by the vice- 

guardians, 
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imardians, and implore the Commissioners to apply to the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury on behalf of the union for relief ; and they add, 
that having laid a statement of the facts before the Commissioners, they feel 
themselves relieved from all moral responsibility. In reference thereto, I am 
directed by the Commissioners to state that they do not feel that they would 
be justified in applying to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Trea- 
sury on behalf of Kilrush Union as requested, it being an essential condition 
to a grant being made to any union in aid of the rates for the relief 
of the destitute poor that the resources of the union shall first be made 
available to the utmost possible extent, and the Commissioners feel bound 
to state that they do not think that this condition has been complied vrith 
in Kilrush Union, or that the guardians have taken any effective steps to 
comply with it. It appears that at the first meeting of the newly-elected 
Board on the 3d of November last. Captain Kennedy brought the financial state 
of the union under the special notice of the Board, and had the estimate for the 
nevF rate together with the rate-books for nine out of the 13 electoral divisions 
of the union, laid before them ; informing them at the same time, that the 
remaining four books would be ready on the 12th of November, and there 
does not seem to have been any sufficient reason for not then determining the 
amount of the poundage rate to be inserted, and causing the requisite notice of 
the new rate to be given, so that it might have been in active collection in 
most, if not in all of the electoral divisions before the close of the month. 
This, however, the guardians did not do, but they adjourned the consideration 
of the subject until the 5th November, when only three guardians attended, 
and no decision was arrived at, and the amount of rate was not agreed to until 
the 10th of November, and the requisite notice of the rate not directed to be 
given until the 17th. Hence it is clear that the present want of funds is 
wholly attributable to the course pursued by tbe Board of Guardians, inasmuch 
as had the rate been agreed to at their first meeting, the rate-books being 
ready, a considerable sum might have been collected and lodged with the trea->- 
surer before tbe close of last month. Another cause to which the present 
embarrassments of the union may be attributed is, doubtless, the inadequate 
amount of the rate eventually determined by the Board of Guardians. The rate 
of 3 s. in the pound now about to be made so far from meeting the requirements 
of the union is not, as the Commissioners are informed, equal to one-fourth 
of the sum requisite to pay off the existing liabilities ^ of the union, and 
to provide for the current expenditui’e until the 25th March next, and 
ill fact is not nearly sufficient to provide for the payment of the outstand- 
ing debts alone ; and it appears to the Commissioners to be a very natural 
consequence of the proceedings of the guardians in this respect, that con- 
tractors should not have sufficient confidence in them to give them supplies 
in anticipation of the coUeclion. The resolution of the guardians on the 24th 
ultimo to alter the collecting districts and to advertise for new collectors, has, 
as the Commissioners ai'e informed, materially prejudiced the collection of the 
outstanding ai'rears of the old rate, by giving rise to a supposition that the 
authority of the collectors had ceased, and thus the guardians have, by their 
own act, in this respect, added to their embarrassments. The Commissioners 
have never received from the guardians any reason for the change made by 
them in the aii’angement for the collection of the rate, but tliey have refrained 
from raising any objection, because they did not wish to take any step which 
might cause further delay and have the effect of postponing the commence- 
ment of the collection of the new rate. In reference to that part of the guar- 
dians’ resolution in which they state that the collection of the outstanding 
arrears was greatly retarded by the dismissal of two of the collectors by the 
Commissioners for charges brought against them before the election of the 
Board, the Commissioners deem it right to observe, that the collector, M‘Donr 
nell, does not appear to have resigned until the 24th ultimo, and that the 
collector, Bourke, was not called upon by the guardians for his resignation 
that day, and he appears, by the guardians’ minutes, to have continued ffis . 
collection and to have made lodgments with the treasurer up to that time. ^_e 
charges which were proved against these collectors were of a nature which it 
was impossible to overlook, one of them having given to Mr. M‘Namara a 
receipt for money which was not paid, in order to enable tbe lattm* to deduct 
the proportion of poor-rate from his landlord, and the other having summo^d 
0.52. C 
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Captain Mr. M'Namara (his father-in-law) for poor rates, in February last, and then 
A. E. Kennedy, abandoned the proceedings, and made no effort to obtain the rate (althougli 

there had always been stock on tlie land that could have been made available) 

11 June 1850, until the stock of a third party was found straying on the lands, when he seized 
it for the rate. Upon a review of the facts above set forth, the Commissioners 
are strongly of opinion that the difficulties which now press upon the Board of 
Guardians, have been caused by theu* own neglect to make rates more promptly 
and more nearly approaching to the requirements of the union, and that the 
guardians cannot relieve themselves from their responsibility in this respect 
by merely laying a statement of their difficulties before the Commissioners and 
applying for an advance of money, and the Commissioners, feel therefore, that 
if they were to make any application to the Lords of the Treasury at present 
on behalf of the union, they would be applying for means to supply a deficiency 
which has arisen through the default of the Board, and not for assistance in 
aid of resources which have been made available to the utmost possible extent, 
but have nevertheless proved insufficient for the adequate administration of 
relief to the destitute poor, and on this ground they must decline to make the 
application suggested.” 

Then subsequently to that a defence of their conduct by the Board was 
transmitted to the Commissioners f — There was. 

258. Accompanied by a letter of Colonel Vandeleur’s, relative to the state of 
the union at the time ? — ^There was. 

259. Will you read the paper, No. 46, sent from the Board of Guardians to 
the Commissioners ? — “ Extract from minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians, dated 29th December 1849 ; present, in the chair, Benjamin Cox, 
Esq. V. c. Other guardians : Robert Borough, Michael Brew, Francis Corry, 
John Cuggram, Thomas Daley, Comehus Doherty, R. S. Donovan, Rick Fitz- 
patrick, Francis Green, Denis Hynes, Timothy Kelly, Thomas Lillis, Thomas 
Lennare, Michael Meus, Daniel Mulvihill, Michael O’Donnell, William O’Don- 
nell, Francis O’Donnell, John PUkington, Thomas Studdart, Michael Studdart, 
and George Taylor. Proposed by Francis N. Keane, seconded by Richard S. 
Donovan; Resolved, with reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 10th 
instant, in which it is stated that the Commissioners would not feel justified in 
applying to the Treasury on behalf of the Kilrush Union, as they do not think 
the resources of the union have been made available to the utmost possible 
extent, which is an essential condition to a grant being made in any union; 
and the Commissioners feel bound to state that the guardians have not taken 
any effective steps to comply with it. In reply, as before stated, this Board 
are of opinion that the rate fixed on was as high as the pr^ent condition of the 
union would admit at this particular season ; and the Board beg to remind the 
Commissioners, that in Septemhm: 1848, where the liabilities of the union were 
20,500 L, nearly one-third over what tihey are now, the vice-guardians only 
struck a aimilar rate, although made two months earlier in the season, when 
a higher rate could have been much easier collected, and when the country 
was in a higher condition ; which rate was not alone sanctioned by 
the Commissioners, but from the day it was made several free grants 

. were sent to the union through Captain Kennedy ; and again in March 
1849, when the position of the union was nearly similar to what it is now, 
liberffi free grants were made to the union almost from the day the rate 
was struck, this Board had therefore the example of the vice-guardians, who 
had been for months in office, and knew well what the union could bear, and 
they only expect from the Commissioners . the same assistance so freely given 
their predecessors. The Commissioners again state that on the first day of 
meeting Captain Kennedy brought the financial state of the union under the 
special notice of the Board, and had their estimate, together with nine of the rate 
books out of 13, laid before them, and there does not appear to the Commis- 
sioners any sufficient reason why the poundage rate should not then be 
determined; this, however, the guardians did not do, but adjourned the con- 
sideration until the 5th, when only three guardians attended, and no decision 
was arrived at, nor the requisite notice given' until ^the I7th; the Board beg in 
reply to say, that, even if they were ^posed to make a rate on their first 
meeting (unprecedented as such a course would be) Captain Kennedy’s report 
was in itself sufficient to prevent their doing so, inasmuch as he represented that 
there should he to their credit in the Bai^ 600 A, being a balance of 2,000 A 

the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON KILRUSH UNION. 



19 



the treasurer had agreed to allow them to overdraw, and an outstanding uncol- Captab 
lected rate of 4,000 1. coming in at the rate of 400 1, a week ; and further, -E. kenvedi/. 

the Board state that the abstracts of accounts, financial statements of liabilities, 

&c., were not printed or laid before them until some days after, and the Board •I**"'® 
submit that tliose documents were necessary before any correct conclusion could 
be come to. As to the adjournment to the 6 th referred to, there is not a 
member of the Board that understood the adjournment to be for the purpose of 
striking a rate, but that a few members should come together to see what 
reduction could be made in salaries, &c., and to make themselves acquainted 
with the routine of business, accounts, &c. The Commissioners will also bear 
in mind, that of the nine furnished books they refer to, the dismissed collectors, 

Bourke and M‘Donnell, collected from four of those 5 so that, in point of fact, 
had they been otherwise prepared, they could only have commenced their col- 
lection on five divisions ; the rate was agreed upon the 1 0 th, and its not being 
confirmed, or the requisite notice served, was not intentional on the part of the 
Board. The Commissioners state that the resolution of the Board of Guardians 
to alter the collecting districts, aiid to advertise for new collectors, materially 
prejudice the collection. On this point the Board feel the Commissioners were 
misinformed ; and, at all events, the result of the advertisement turned out most 
beneficial to the union, as the rate of poundage was thereby reduced from 1 s. 
to 4 d., making a saving of 290 1. on the present rate alone, while at the same 
time no material alteration was made either in the divisions or collectors. As 
to want of confidence on the part of the contractors, from any act of the pre- 
sent Board, all confidence was gone before their commencement in office, and 
this Board are satisfied that no act of theirs increased it, but the contrary can 
be shown by many circumstances. In conclusion, this Board beg to state that 
they returned to office under difficulties perhaps without a parallel ; that they 
have done their best, as far as their knowledge and ability went, to overcome 
those difficulties, and they did expect the co-operation of the Commissioners. 

The Board do not feel they deserve the censure put upon them, nor do they 
1 -Viink that censure was borne out by circumstances ; and it will now be for them 
to consider whether they will not demand from a higher tribunal a full and 
searching inquiiy, as well into their own conduct as into all matters connected 
with this unfortunate union, for the last two years. In the meantime, they 
again and again entreat the Commissioners- not to vrithhold from the union any 
assistance in their power to bestow, in consequence of alleged neglect on the 
part of this Board, and without it this union will be reduced to a more deplo- 
rable state’ than it has heretofore arrived at.” 

260 . Will you now read the letter of the Commissioners to Captain Ken- 
nedy, No. 46 ? — It is dated the 7 th of January 1850 ; “ I am directed by the 
Commissioners for administering the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland 
to transmit to you the enclosed extract from minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of Kilrush Union, at their meeting on the 29th ultimo, 
containing a reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 10 th ultimo, on the 
subject of the financial condition of that union, a copy of which has already 
been forwarded to you, and I am to state that the Commissioners are desirous 
of receiving your observations on the resolution before they address the Board 
of Guardians on the subject. Many of the statements contained in the Com- 
missioners’ letter were founded on reports received from you.” 

261 . Now read the letter of Colonel Vandeleur to the Commissioners, 

No. 46a? — It is dated 3 1st December 1849: “ I beg to enclose, for the in- 
formation of the Poor-law Commissioners, a letter from Mr. Hill, county 
surveyor for Clare, giving a most deplorable account of the western district 
of the Kilrush Union, which I am afraid is too true a picture of the distress 
that exists, at the same time that there is the greatest unwillingness to 
enter the workhouse, and attribute a great deal of the supineness that exists 
to the facility with which out-door relief was heretofore given, by which they 
lost all dependence on their own exertions. I also enclosed a tabular rethfh, 
furnished to me by Mr. Hill, proving that the aggregate rates fwiid in 
the Kilrush Union have not been so light as supposed by the Cdmtriis<- 
sioners, and in some parishes quite oppressive, and from the poverty of the 
farmers, after successive years of famine, placing them under a higher taxation 
would paralyze their remaining industry, and render the district a waste. I 
beg you will bring before the Commissioners for reconsider^ion the question 
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A. E. Kennedy. 

II Jun« 1850. 



respecting levying the new rate'on Kilkee electoral division, as at present all 
the house property must escape, and communicate their decision to the Board 
of Guardians.” “ Ennis, 29th December 1849. Dear sir, 1 beg to enclose your 
return completed, and a duplicate, with a column in the letter showing the 
aggregate taxation paid in each electoral division for the period included in 
the return. For the purpose of ascertaining the rate per pound paid for grand 
jury cess, I was obliged to ascertain the amount paid from the county books, 
and I send a copy of the return I made out for that purpose. Heavy and 
oppressive as this taxation is, I am of opinion that it has but a small shave to 
do in producing the terrible prostration of the population in the union, and 
I believe the causes are more to be looked for in the ignorance and paucity of 
industrial skill in the people that could find no substitutes for the potato crop 
that failed ; I fear for this ignorance they are doomed to pay a terrible penalty. 

I went to the west last week, and travelled from Black Weir Br. by Guerin, 
Doonaha, Carrigahold, Rehy, and Cross, and returned to Kilkee; there was not 
10 acres of land in process of cultivation within sight of the road, in that 
district ; I went into several houses of the worst appearance, and the occupants 
were so denuded of clothing and night accommodation, having nothing to lie on 
but dried grass, destitute of firing and of course of food, except what is supplied 
by the Poor-law, and so debilitated physically, that I can contemplate no effectual 
relief for them but the grave ; as to employment for them, it is mere moon- 
shine ; they are so mentally and physically deteriorated as to be unfit for any 
employment, indeed they never were a useful body. The west is but a con- 
centration of destitution which is generally diffused throughout the rest of the 
union, and what is best to be done or in what manner relief can be administered 
to such an enormous mass without the ruin of the industrial classes is a perfect 
mystery ; there is this certain, that without a change quickly there will be no local 
resources left, from which any funds can be raised. Your obedient servant. J ohn 
Hill." “ Letter from the Commissioners to Colonel Vandeleur, dated 7th January 
1 850. I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo, enclosing for the Commissioners’ information a letter from Mr. Hill, 
county surveyor for Clare, giving an account of the state of the western district 
of Kilrush Union, and also a tabular statement showing the aggregate amount 
of local taxation since the year 1845, inclusive, and I am to convey to you the 
thanks of the Commissioners for your communication.” 

262. Will you read paper 47 Copy of observations of Captain Kennedy 
upon the guardians’ resolution of 29tb December, in reply to the foregoing 
letter. My experience, derived from the collection of the last rate, left me 
without a doubt that a higher rate than 3^. could be readily collected, and the 
success of agents in collecting rents led me to the same conclusion. In con- 
firmation of this view, 1 may state that in the (probably) poorest division of the 
union (Kilmurry Ibricane) the last rate of 4 s. was collected within a few pounds, 
without once having recourse to the civil power for assistance, and I heard no 
complaint of hardship. The same amount of rate was collected in several other 
divisions, with nearly equal success. The liabilities stated (20,500 1.) included 
building debts, 7,965 I The financial and general condition of the union was 
not the same in September 1848 as in November 1849; rates varying from 
3 s. 7 d. to 65. 10 (Z. had been struck in August 1847, and collected in two 
instalments, the latter of which was put in process of collection shortly after 
the 8th March 1848, and the books closed prior to striking a new rate on 
9th September 1848. The poundage of the latter rate, namely 3 s., was the 
subject of a special correspondence between the vice-guardians and Commis- 
sioners. In September 1848 a very great number of small landholders were in a 
precarious condition, and the levying a high rate would have possibly ruined 
them. These small holders have all been turned out, and their holdings con- 
solidated into larger farms. This has materially facilitated the collection of 
rents, and consequently of rates also. In March 1849 the vice-guardians struck 
a rate, varying from 2 5. 2d. to 4 5. 7 d. in the pound, on the several electoral 
divisions, while the rate struck by the Board of Guardians on 10th November 
1849 should be considered as the harvest rate, and ought to have been higher. 
I brought the financial condition of th4 union and its prospects before the 
Board, in the strongest manner, at their first meeting (3d November), and laid 
the estimate for a new rate, and the audited abstract for half-year ending 29th 

September, 
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Septeinber, before them, and pressed the Board to agree to a poundage on that Captain • 
day to enable the clerk to publish the required notice. Only three guardians A. E. Kennedy: 

attended, and no business transacted on the 5th. So far from the guardians being ^ 

under any doubt as to their financial position, they were fully aware that some of 
the vice-guardians’ cheques on the treasurer had been (I think most unwarrant- 
ably) dishonoured, prior to their first day of meeting. A deputation of the Board 
waited upon the treasurer, and reported to the Board, while sitting, that he would 
give them credit for one week’s supplies, to enable them to make apangements, 
and with this fact before them, why did the Board adjourn the consideration of a 
poundage beyond Monday the 5th ? What further information had they before 
them on the 10th? I never made any report calculated to justify delay in agreeing 
upon a rate; on the contrary, as will appear by the minutes, 3d November, and 
my subsequent report, I pressed it upon the Board most earnestly, clearly 
foreseeing the difficulties sure to result from delay. Should any doubt exist 
upon this point the clerk of the union will depose to the fact on oath. The 
abstracts were not printed (nor could they have been), but the original docu- 
ment was laid before the Board, so that this alleged difficulty did not exist 
{mde Minutes, 3d November). I distinctly understood the adjournment to the 
5th was for the purpose of considering the new rate, in consequence of my 
urgent recommendation to do so without delay. The union clerk also states 
that he clearly understood the adjournment took place for that purpose, and 
no other. He might be called upon to state his recollection of the matter 
should any doubt exist. Only tliree guardians attended, and no business what- 
ever was transacted, nor any proceeding taken as to ‘ Salaries or examination 
of accounts,’ as implied in resolution of 29th December. I also brought the 
Commissioners’ letter relative to ‘ Messrs. McDonnell and Bourke,’ rate col- 
lectors, before this adjourned meeting, and its consideration was neces- 
sarily postponed in the absence of a sufficient number of ^ardians. This 
is a misapprehension ; there need have been no delay on this head ; Messrs. 

Bourke and M‘Donnell might have been called upon to resign on the 5th 
November; and had the poundage been agreed upon, the necessary notice 
required would have enabled the guardians to elect new collector before 
the rate could have been put in process of collection. The order for giving 
notice of rate {vide Minutes, 17th November) was only placed on Minutes of 
17th November 1849, though I clearly explained to the Board on the 3d 
November that 14 days’ notice must be given, and pressed this as a reason for 
immediately agreeing to a poundage. Mr. Bourke did not, however, resign till 
30th November 1849, and Mr. M‘Donnell on 24th November. The guardians 
thus made an unnecessary delay in calling for collector’s resignation, and sub- 
sequently allege it as an excuse for delaying the striking and collecting the 
rate ; I believe that the postponement of the requisite notice of rate froin 10th 
to l/thwas not accidental, for I kept this matter under notice of the Board 
from their first sitting. There were (I believe) other reasons for this postpone- 
ment on 30th November {Vide Minutes). The appointment of collectors was 
postponed 8th December. The Commissioners were not ‘misinformed’ 
on this matter. Several collectors alleged this reason (and I believe quite truly) 
for the falling off in their collection, and in reference thereto I enclose copy 
of depositions of one of the oldest and best collectors (marked A) ; several 
others made similar statements to me. On the minutes {Vide Resolution, 8th 
December) it is alleged that the decision'of the barrister in one case influenced 
the collection : the fact is that it was the advertisement, and uncertainty con- 
nected with the appointment of new collectors. Though ‘ no matenal 
alteration’ was ultimately made in the collecting districts, the guardians 
advertised for a collector in each electoral division, and after affirming tos 
principle by resolution, gave five electoral divisions to one^ collector. The 
economy of altering collector’s poundage from 1^. to 4d. remains to be proved. 

Several contractors, on learning the amount of rate struck, informed me they 
would give no more credit. ■ The agent of Messrs. Russell refused it, even on ^ e 
guardians’ personal guarantee on two separate occasions, without the addition 
of my personal guarantee, alleging as a reason that they knew the supplies 
would not be paid from the rates. I he striking a manifestly inadequate rat^ 
after all free grants had been for some time discontinued, undoubt^y ruined 
the guardians’ credit. In conclusion, I have only to state that 1 believe the 
Commissioners’ letter of the 10th December 1849, No. 77j022, is correct in 
0.52. c 3 
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Captain every particular, and every statement upon -which it is founded can be supported' 

A. E. Kennedy, by swom testimony, if required. Some of the most important points'inthe 
Commissioners’ letter are ^together unnoticed in the resolution of 29th De- 

u June 1R50. cember.” Copy of enclosure in the foregoing ; Alexander M‘Mahon, being 
duly sworn, states : I was rate collector for the electoral division of Kilrush, 
when the Board of Guardians took office, on the 1st November 1840, at the 
time the advertisement appeared for new rate collector throughout the union. 

I had 43 persons summoned for arrears of rates ; only six of these paid me. 

I have no doubt that the advertisement, and expectation of a new collector, 
and getting more time, deterred many from paying me, both those who were 
summoned and those who were not ; many told me so. I was five years a col- 
lector in the union. I could not drag a penny from the ratepayers after the 
advertisement appeared ; I can therefore have no doubt that the proposed, 
appointment of new collectors influence the collection in my district. It was 
publicly reported through the parish that there would be a new collector before 
the advertisement appeared. Sworn before me, the 8th January 1850, A.E. Ken- 
nedy, p. l.i. (A true copy.) Signed, being duly read to me, A leoeander McMahon." 

263. Now read the copy of the letter from the Commissioners, No. 48'? — 
It is dated the 18th January 1850: “The Commissioners for administering 
the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland have had before them the reso- 
lution passed by the Board of Guardians of Kilrush Union on the 29th ultimo, 
in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th ultimo, on the subject of the 
financial affairs of the union. The Commissioners have given full consideration, 
to the several statements contained in this resolution, but they do not see any- 
thing in them to lead them to alter the views which they expressed to the 
guardians in their letter above referred to. In reference to the guardians* 
statement, that the rate fixed was as high as the present condition of the union 
at this particular season would admit, and that at an earlier period of the pre- 
ceding year, when the liabilities were higher than at present, a similar rate 
was struck by the vice-guardians and sanctioned by the Commissioners, and 
that from the day of making the rate and also from the day of making the 
subsequent rate in March, grants were made to the union in aid of the rates, 
the Commissioners have to observe, that from the manner in which the pre- 
"vious rates were collected, and from the general state of the union, the Com- 
missioners have no doubt that a higher rate than 35. in the pound might have 
been collected, and ought therefore to have been made, considering the re- 
quirements of the union were so very much beyond that sum ; and the Com- 
missioners think that the course adopted by the contractors, in refusing to give 
further credit when they learned the amount of rate struck, shows that the 
general opinion must have been that a higher rate could have been collected, 
as it was manifestly the interest of the contractors that the rate should be of 
such an amount as might reasonably be expected to be most productive, and 
they would not therefore have stopped giving credit on the ground that so low 
a rate had been made, if they were of opinion that such a rate would be more 
productive than a poundage of larger amount. The Commissioners have also to 
observe, that the guardians are under a misapprehension as to the advances made 
to the union after the making of the two last rates. It appears that no more than 
620?. was advanced after the making of the rate in September 1848 until the 
following March, and although considerable advances were made during the 
summer, commencing shortly after thd making of the March rate, the period 
of the year being different, such advances do not form any precedent for 
advances at the present time, and in fact they afford a reason for imposing a 
larger rate than might, under other circumstances, be deemed reasonable, inas- 
much as those advances prevented the necessity of nmking so heavy a spring 
rate as would otherwise have been absolutely necessary. Another point 
adverted to in the guardian’s resolution, is the delay which occurred in mak-. 
ing the new rate ; and in reference to this point the Commissioners feel bound 
to state, that there is nothing in the r^olution which in their opinion is insuf- 
ficient to justify or excuse that delay. The Commissioners find it recorded on 
the guardians’ minutes of the 3d of November last, that the abstracts of the 
accounts audited to the 29th September were laid before the Board, and all- 
the information that was necessary to enable the Board on that day to agree 
to the rate was then before them ; and it is to be observed, that even if such- 
complete information had not then been available, the rate might never- 
theless 
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theless have been made, the Board having been guided, not by tlie amount of Captain 
the requirements of the several electoral divisions, but by the amount which A. £. Kemtiy. 

they considered could be collected. Captain Kennedy informs the Commis- 

sioners that he clearly understood the adjournment of the Board from the u June 1850. 
3d to the 5th November, was for the purpose of considering the new rate, as 
did also the clerk ; and he states, that he kept the matter constantly under the 
notice of the guardians, so that notwithstanding the failure of attendance on 
the 5th, there is no assignable reason why the rate should not have been 
finally agreed to and the notice issued on the 10th of November. In 
regard to the removal of the collectors, O’Donnell and Bourke, the Com- 
missioners have to observe that they called for the resignation of those 
officers on the 5th of November last, but the guardians, instead of insist- 
ing on their immediate resignation, and proceeding to appoint successors, 
who might have been ready to commence the collection immediately on 
the expiration of the requisite notice, entered into a correspondence with 
the Commissioners, with a view to having them retained as collectors, notwith- 
standing the serious nature of the charges proved against them •, the removal of 
these collectors by the Commissioners cannot therefore be considered as in 
any way contributing to the delay. In reference to the guardians’ state- 
ment that the Commissioners were misinformed as to the contemplated altera- 
tion of the collecting districts having proved prejudicial to the collection. 

Captain Kennedy informs the Commissioners that several of the collectors 
alleged as a reason for the falling off in their collection the issue of the 
advertisements for altering the collecting districts. The Commissioners 
enclose a copy of the deposition of one of the collectors on this subject, taken 
by Captain Kennedy, in which the fact is distinctly sworn to ; and Captain 
Kennedy adds, that several other collectors made similar statements to him. It 
is true that no material alteration was eventually made ; but the advertisement 
issued by the guardians contemplated such alteration, though they subsequently 
abandoned their intention. In regard to the reduction in the collectors’ pound- 
age the Commissioners are on all occasions desirous to reduce expenditure of 
this nature, as far as can be done without compromising the efficiency of 
the service. They trust that the large reductions which have been made 
in the poundage will not result in a less effective collection of the rates, 
and the Commissioners will render the guardians all the assistance in their power 
to promote this important object. In reference to the guardians’ allegation that 
the want of confidence on the part of contractors was not occasioned by any act of 
the present Board, the Commissioners are informed by Captain Kennedy that 
several contractors hearing the amount of rate struck, informed him they 
would give no more credit, and that the agents of Messrs. Russell refused it on 
two separate occasions, without his (Captain Kennedy's) personal guarantee, 
alleging as a reason that they knew the supplies could not be paid for from the 
rates. In conclusion, the Commissioners have to state, they are by no means 
desirous of representing the difficulties which the Board of Guardians have to 
encounter, as being less than they really are. On the contrary, they are fully 
aware that those difficulties are such as to require the closest and most constant 
attention of the Board of Guardians, and the most vigorous and energetic action 
in carrying out the provisions of the law ; and the Commissioners assure the 
Board of Guardians that they are most anxious to co-operate with them to 
the fullest extent of their power, in the discharge of the important duties 
imposed upon them by the Legislature. The Commissioners however felt 
that no application for pecuniary aid would be successful, 'or ought to have 
been made, until the local resources of the union had in the first instance been 
made available to the utmost possible extent, and they felt that this had not 
been done in Kilrush Union, and that therefore the application of the guar- 
dians for aid was premature.” 

264. Was not there a letter sent at the same time by Mr. Lynch, your supe- 
rior, the district inspector, to the Commissioners, relative to the state of the 
union at this period ? — There was. 

265. That is No. 41 ; will you read it, if you please?— When I say there 
was, I did not know of the letter until I saw it in the correspondence. “ Copy 
observations of Mr. Lynch on Captain Kennedy’s report of 6th December 1849. 

Dated 13th December 1849. The poor people on the out-door relief have 
received no meal since the 26th November, except in a few cases where the 

0.53. c 4 relieving 
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Captain relieving officer had balance on hand equal to about one day s rations. ^ The 
E. A. Kennedy, relieving officers have no money, and no one will give them credit. I visited 

some of these poor people yesterday in the electoral divisions of KiLard and 

11 June 1S50. Kilmurry, and from what I witnessed, as well as what 1 learned from the . 

relieving officers and two Catholic clergymen whom I met, I fear many of these 
persons will not survive this week. Since their meal was withheld they have 
been living on small turnips, cabbages, &c. provided from their neighbours, and 
I =aw many who are now unable to leave their beds from weakness, brought on 
from want of food,, some of the chUdren being scarcely sensible to what was 
passing around them. There are over 100 persons huddled together in the 
out-offices of a house in the vUlage of Doonbeg; they were lately evicted, and 
amongst this number I saw'no description of food but a few very inferior tur- 
nips. It is not safe to leave the lives of those persons depending on the present 
guardians of Kilrush Union.” 

266. 'fhat was the report of the district inspector of the union ?— It was. 

267. ' What is the date?— The 13th of December 1849; it remarks upon a 

report’of mine of the 6th of November 1849. 

268 Now read your own letter to the Commissioners, of the 20th of 
December ; your weekly report, I think you call it. No. 67, which relates to the 
same period “ Copy of a letter from Captain Kennedy to the Commissioners, 
dated 20th December 1849. 1 have the honour to inform you that I attended 
the weekly meetings of the Kilrush Board of Guardians on the 1st and 15th 
instant. I also attended adjourned and various other meetings of the guardians 
between those periods. A reference to the minutes will best show the amount 
of business transacted. The principal occurrences in the management of the 
union during the period since my last weekly report have been the absence of 
food to the paupers on out-door relief, and the difficulty of eldng out a subsistence 
by means of turnips for those in the workhouse. The suffering of those deprived 
of relief out of doors is very distressing, and the change of dietary in the house 
is only, I fear, beginning to be felt. The appended memorandum, marked (A), 
showing the mortality from the 3d November tq the 18th December, sufficiently 
indicates this. 



(A.) 

Died in Kilrush Workhouse : 
Week ended 3d November 1849 _ - - 

Ditto loth „ _ . - - 

Ditto 17th „ _ - - - 

Ditto 24th „ . - - - 

Ditto 1st December 1849 - - - 

Ditto 8th „ ' 

Ditto 15th „ - . - . 

For three days ended 18th . . - . 

Number from 1st December to 18th December - 



Number. 
. 4 

- 5 

- 8 
- 1 
- 8 
- 1 

- 15 
. 10 

- 32 



P. J. MacJnerm/y Master. 



A supply of food for the present week has been obtained for the workhouse 
and auxiliaries to the amount of 64 1, but the out-door paupers, having received 
nothing beyond the proceeds of 100 Z., remitted to me by the Commissioners 
on the 15th instant (and which I had applied to the relief of the most urgent 
cases only), are in a deplorable condition, though there are those who state 
the contrary. The vacancies in the workhouse have increased, but I believe 
this to have resulted in a great measure from the turnip diet ; many left in 
consequence of it, and others were deterred by the same cause from coming 
in. The appended note, marked (B), was brought to my house, and 1 imme- 
diately proceeded to John Gorman’s house, a distance of eight miles, accom- 
panied by Dr. O’Donnell, for the purpose of verifying the statement. 

(B). “'December 17th 1849. Baltard. Sir, The most grievous and doleful 
case that ever happened is to be seen at Baltard this morning: John Gorman, 
with eight in family, are despaired of, vrith hunger and want.' They, by much 
ado, crawled from the workhouse last Friday, hardly alive. He acknowledges 
before God and man that it was the turnip food that gave him and family pre- 
mature 
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mature death. They have all the black flux. It is the most charitable act Csptain 

ever performed by your Honour to order this family immediate relief ; not one Kennedy. 

of them could stand on their feet to look for any relief, for which the whole “ 

family throws and trusts themselves to your humanity for relief and nourish- 5 • 

ment. Dr. O’Brien, who prepared them for death la^t night, can testify this 

to be true. Relief they cry for “ in honour of God from your Honour,” and if 

they recover they will pray. I visited him early on Tuesday the iHth, and 

found him with his wife and six children living in a miserable out-shed, about 

nine feet square. The father and three of the children were huddled together 

on a miserable straw pallet and labouring under acute dysentery, and the 

former in so low and weak a state that I doubt his surviving many hours. 

Doctor O’Donnell was kind enough to prescribe for him, and I gave him the 
means of procuring what was required for his immediate necessities. The 
history of this family is shortly this ; they had been in the workhouse for a 
month; the father was attacked by dysentery a few days prior to the 14th 
December, and he left that day without having applied to the medical officer ; 
he hardly reached his house when he lay down on the bed where I found 
him. I proceeded from this place to Killard Doonbeg and Clohannes, where 
Dr. O’Donnell accompanied me. The condition of a ^eat mass of the poor in 
this district quite defies description. They are subsisting upon turnip tops 
and cabbage stalks, in the daily expectation of ag^in getting the meal ; it is a 
mere question of time with a very great number of those wretched creatures, 
who must inevitably die within a very short period. Several were in fever, 
and many labouring under dysentery and dropsy. I saw fully 150 persons 
during my drive, young and old of both sexes, in a state of nakednesss truly 
horrifying. Various and most conflicting statements respecting the state of 
those who were on out-door relief are made at the Board. One guardian, Mr. 

Meers, at the latest meeting stated in reply to the chairman, that the poor in 
his parish were dying by the ditches, and that two had died the previous day. 

There have been an immense number of applicants for relief during the last 
fortnight, but few would enter the house, principally I believe from the popular 
terror of the ‘bowel complaint’ (dysentery), which they believe to exist in the 
house. I brought several statements of medical men and relieving officers, relative 
to the state of the out-door poor, under notice of the guardians, and desired some 
of them to be forwarded with the minutes. It is not probably fair to remark 
upon the state of the workhouse and auxiliaries during the existing crisis. 

Disci]>line has necessarily relaxed, and the condition of the children is not 
satisfactory. The schoolmistress has been attacked by fever, no doubt brought 
on by the hai*assing anxiety attendant upon the whole care and management 
of 460 children being thrown upon her. The guardians resolved not to appoint 
an assistant, and the children are at present under care of pauper women. I 
protested earnestly and strongly against this arrangement, which must inevitably 
result in their moral and physical deterioration. The same may be said of the 
boys, though not to the same extent. The majority of deaths recorded in paper 
marked (A) are those of children. The patients in the infirmary were for many 
days without the regulated quantity of milk prescribed by the dietary, but no 
immediate evil consequences, as far as I can judge, resulted therefrom; nearly 
their full allowance has been restored to them, but at the cost of taking it from 
the adults in the house, who receive a small additional allowance of gruel in its 
stead. The rate books for Kiliofin, Kilfidane, Kilmurry, Kilrush, Killard, 

Kildysaxt, have been signed, and the warrants to Messrs. Stanpoole, Brew, and 
Healy have been issued. 1 do not however anticipate that supplies can be had 
for the ensuing week for out-door relief ; I have no fear that those in the house 
will he left in absolute want. The amount of a verdict against Mr. Simon 
O’Donnell as surety for defaulting rate collector (Persse), has been or will 
be paid (about 200 Z.) within a day or two, which will liquidate the cost 
of in-door supplies. It is for those lately on the out-door relief I am 
most apprehensive. The aged and young, sick and helpless, cannot clanmur 
or travel from five to 20 miles, to tell their wants or suffering. The 
general state of the union is most discouraging. The consolidation of 
farms, which was expected to produce prosperity, has been, in my opinion, 
a signal failure ; and the general reduction of rents, which has become neces- 
sary to retain the remnants of a once solvent tenantry, has come too late 
for the intended purpose. I can observe nothing but an almost universal 
0 . 52 . D distrust 
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Captaia distrust on the part of the fanning and middle class, and a determination to 

A. E. Kennedy, lay out no more capital on their farms at the present rental. Some of the 

farmers who have means are emigrating, others locking up their capital; 

11 June 1850. landlords making insufficient reduction, and the labourers starving. Mr. 

Lynch has now sufficient local knowledge of the union to enable him to form a 
jUSt estimate of its condition, and correct me when I err, and, from the inspec- 
tion he made last week, can readily form an opinion of the condition of those 
he saw, having been for another week without anything beyond their proportion 
of the grant of 100 Z. which the Commissioners most considerately supplied, 
and which has prolonged the lives of those for whom it was intended. Various 
details attendant upon transferring the outstanding arrears to the new rate 
book, and several investigations into matters of complaint, have occupied me 
during the week. The lamentable death of 32 paupers by drowning during 
the week, also occupied me for two days, and caused me deep pain and anxiety. 

I inclose three communications from the medical officer of the Moyarta 
district, one of the most distressed in the union.” 

These are the enclosures referred to in the foregoing report ; 

I. “December 6th, 1849. Carrigaholt. Dear Sir, I beg to direct your 
attention to the bearer’s children. On Tuesday, when visiting some fever 
patients in the far west, accompanied by the relief officer of the Kilballyowen 
district, I found two children naked, without the slightest vestige to cover them ; 
filthy and squalid, but would be healthy if they had the common necessaries of 
life. It is the greatest charity that can be perpetrated if you would order some 
clothing for them. Mr. MLnerny will give you the details more fully than I 
could picture the misery the poor children are in, particularly so the winter 
becoming so sharp and wet ; they live at Kiltrolig ; their name Blake. I have 
also to observe that the poor here will suffer, and that shortly, for want of food. 

I met hundreds returning without their meal this day quite dismayed, some of 
them in a wretched condition and unable to bear hunger, no matter for what 
space of time. I considered it my duty to give you this information, living as 
I do in a remote district, where the poor have few sympathizers. I have, &c., 
J. Tiute, M. D. To Captain Kennedy, Poor-law Inspector, Kilrush.” 

II. “ 13th December 1849; Carrigaholt. My dear Sir, What, in God’s 
name, is to be done for the famishing people of my district? It is awful to see 
their condition, their patience, and their suffering ; you alone are now looked 
up to for succour. Imagine the feeling of hundreds of persons walldng long 
distances to Guerin, in expectation of the meal boat, and returning famished and 
disappointed. I enclose a document given me this day, and of course cannot 
he attended to in the absence of the relief officer. I ordered a stone of oat- 
meal. I have done as much as I can afford well to do ; and how am I to act 
for the future? I should like to have, if possible, some meal and rice for con- 
tingencies, placed at the disposal of some person who will be always on the 
spot when 1 give an order for it ; for I assure you I cannot describe the state 
of the people, or how they drag on existence ; and what makes things worse, 
the persons better off are turned more severe and barbaric towards the unfor- 
tunate starved poor than they were heretofore. What an awful catastrophe 
occurred yesterday ! In seriousness these people should not be dragged in 
to be disappointed, particularly from so remote a place as this is. It is 
wrong not to have a branch poor-house here ; and although I have heretofore 
succeeded in a medical capacity in saving the lives of paupers labouring under 
disease and privation, I feel, from the way things are likely to go on, that a 
receptacle for the sick should be procured, as it would be next to impossible 
that one doctor could pay the attention required in so large a district. I am, 
&c. J. Tiute. In haste. To Captain Kennedy.” 

III. “ Copy of enclosure referred to in the medical officer’s letter of the 13th 
December 1849. December 13th, 1849. Sir, I know bearer’s family to be 
starving ; for the last five days they had no earthly food to live on save a few 
turnips. Her husband and children are lying on their bed, and will perish if 
you cannot give them some relief (M'Grath belongs to Moyarta pmsh). 
I am, &c. Thomas MTnerny, Relieving Officer. To J. Tiute, Esq., M. d.” 

'IV. “17th December 1849; Carrigaholt. Dear Sir, This day I have 
attended the Kilballyowen dispensary district, and I think it right to report 
the state of the people to you. Considering the quantity of meal granted to 

them ; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON KILRUSH UNION. 



27 



them ; there are about 500 on the out-door relief, that is, including persons 
under medical treatment and convalescing. Now looking on them as any dis- 
passionate unbiassed person would do, I gave it as my opinion the meal should 
be distributed as follows; viz. three days’ meal to those persons labouring 
under disease and under treatment ; and two days’ meal to the remaining 
portion of the paupers ; and whatever surplus remained, if any, to keep for 
contingencies. I have taken said steps in consequence of the wretched state 
of all the applicants, scarcely a selection to be made ; even the common oat- 
meal is out, to which upon a pinch I was accustomed to order to make water- 
gruel drink. Our rice is expended. You have no milk contractor, nor likely 
now in winter to get one. A poor woman fainted at the dispensary door this 
day while waiting for any portion that may come to her good luck. Such is 
the state of this district, and if the guardians wish to add another parish to 
this district, and from what I can see, we are only in the beginning of a serious 
and melancholy winter. I thank you for your kind consideration in paying 
attention to the wretched Blakes. The clothing you furnished is a great boon 
to the poor naked family. Anything that I could add to this picture would be 
only making things worse. Yours, faithfully, Jeremiah Tiute, m. d. If possible 
keep a reserve for Kilballyowen this week, as they will require it. X Tiute. 
To Captain Kennedy, Poor-law Inspector, Kilrush.” 

, 269. Will you read Report No. 73 ? — " Copy of letter from Captain Kennedy 
to the Commissioners, dated 27th Tlecember 1849. I have the honour to inform 
you that I attended the weekly meeting of the guardians of the Kilrush Union 
on Saturday the 22d instant. The Board finally adjourned till Monday the 
24th instant, on which day the chair was not taken nor any business transacted 
in their corporate capacity, only three members having attended. The amount 
of business, as appearing on the minutes, does not call for any particular remark ; 
the time of the Board having been principally occupied in the discussion of 
resolutions which were subsequently withdrawn. ■ The Board finally separated 
without being enabled to make any provision for ‘ out-door relief nor were 
the in-door supplies for the week, commencing 24th December, ordered or 
provided for. The master obtained the latter on his own individual responsi- 
bility on the afternoon of Monday. I attended at the workhouse at 12 o’clock 
for the purpose of being present at the adjourned meeting, and remained till 
2 o’clock P.M., at which hour the patients in the infirmary and the infants had 
not had their breakfast, in consequence of the bread contractor refusing further 
supplies without a promise of weekly payment according to his agreement. 
This promise having been given by some of the guardians who attended, the 
bread for breakfast was procured shortly after 2 o’clock. Verbal orders were 
given to the relieving oificers to inform those hitherto on out-door relief that 
there were no funds, and that there was no probability of their out-door relief 
being renewed ; that all sick were to be sent into the fever hospital or infir- 
mary, and others who were in a distressed state to the workhouse, where there 
were 400 vacancies. Those on the out-door relief list have been daily attending 
the food dep6ts in expectation of relief coming from day to day, and were 
in this supposed temporary strait assisted by friends and neighbours, with a 
sufficiency of turnips, potatoes, and cabbage, to support existence. But I 
apprehend this species of charity is nearly exhausted, and will cease altogether 
when the decision of the Board becomes known. Mr. Mulvihill, the guardian 
for Killimer, stated to the Board that he believed one-half of those on out- 
door-relief list would be dead ere another week; and the guardians almost 
unanimously admitted that the poor were in a bad state. My own observation 
leads me to the painful conclusion that lives will be lost from the deprivation 
of food, though probably by a slower process tlian immediate starvation. A 
considerable number left the workhouse and auxiliaries during the week ; but 
this has been the case in the corresponding weeks for the last three years. 
The Christmas festival is, in this part of the country, held in peculiar vene- 
ration by the poor, and many quit the workhouse to return the following 
week. This annual occurrence has, I think, misled the guardians ; applicants 
will come in redoubled numbers after the Twelfth Day. Charity is liberally 
given, and hordes of both stationary and strolling poor subsist on it during 
the Christmas holidays. I would beg to direct attention to a minute relative 
to the medical officers and dispensaries on the minutes , of .the 15th instant, 
which virtually abolished all the temporary dispensaries, if it can be carried 
0.52. D 2 Olit) 
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out, wEich is, however, quite iiapossible with the existing hospital and in- 
firmary accommodation. The project of a revaluation of the union was m 
consequence of the Commissoners’ letter abandoned. Very great importance is 
attached to the reduction of relieving officers’ salaries, which I think most impo- 
litic and unreasonable. Their duties are most onerous, and will continue to be 
so throughout the winter. Three of the number have generally 80 miles per 
week road travelling, and one night at least from home, and the others have 
large districts to manage. Several of them were called into the Board-roo^ 
and asked, would they continue to serve at the reduced salary named ; but with 
a very openly avowed intimation, that if they did not, others would be found to 
replace them. I remonstrated against the policy or justice of this mode of 
proceeding, but my objections were overruled. I fear this ill-judged measure 
will have the effect of lessening the confidence and zeal of the officers m 
general, as there is not in my opinion a shadow of ground to justify it. The 
amount of rate collected for the week was 197 I- 13 s. 3 d.^ and sufficient funds 
for the current expenditure of the union will, I trust, for the present be 
readily collected. A reference to the minutes will show that I suggested to the 
guardians to inquire from the relieving officers as to the state of their respective 
districts, statements, both public and private, having been put forward by some 
ex-ohm guardians, that but little distress or privation existed in the union; 
the matter was warmly discussed, but no inquiry was made by the Board. 

I also laid some relieving officers and a medical officer’s report before the 
Board, which described the severe suffering of the poor, and were in accord- 
ance with my own personal observations on the same subject. Irregularfry 
and uncertainty in the supply of food extend in some degree to the state of the 
house generally, but this I hope to see rectified. The nurses and children, 
numbering 150, have been removed to the factory, and the boys removed f^m 
that establishment to Leadmore ; which latter is a desirable arrangement. The 
factory is however left without any paid officers in charge, and I think the 
guardians should be called upon to make some provision for its proper super- 
intendence ; disgrace or scandal must result from the present arrangement, 
which I objected to, but was unwilling to press. The mortality for the week 
ended 22d December amounted to 26, being a rapid increase during the month ; 
of this number 12 were boys, girls and infants. Eight sheep, the property of 
the parish priest at Carrigaholt, were lately killed and consumed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tullig, where a number of evicted poor still linger. _ The o™r 
refused to take any step towards prosecuting the offenders, as he informed me 
that he believed them to he in a state of starvation, and only hoped God wojdd 
forgive them as freely as he did. No kind of property is safe out of doors ; but 
to say the truth there is little to steal beyond a few miserable cattle, which are 
housed at night I hear of an intention to lodge a number of appeals against 
the new rate ; I can readily trace this movement to the suggestions of two or 
three persons, who are desirous of showing the necessity for a revaluation, and 
also haying a valuator appointed.” 

270. Now read Report, No. 87 ? — “ Copy of Report from Captain Kennedy to 
the Commissioners, dated 4th January 1850. I have the honour to inform you 
that I attended the weekly meetings of the Board of Guardians of the Kilrush 
Union on the 29th of December. The proceedings of the Board do not c^ 
for any particular comment ; the principal feature of the meeting was the cUs- 
cussion and adoption of a very lengthy resolution and remonstrance relative to 
the letter of the Commissioners, dated the 10th December 1 849. Some of the 
statements in this resolution are inaccurate, and the reasoning generally inconclu- 
sive. I however refrained from offering any opposition to its adoption, or any com- 
ments on itsdetails, tiU it was referred, to me for that purpose, should the Commis- 
sioners deem it necessary. The guardians separated without making any provi- 
sion for out-door relief, but at tbe earnest remonstrance of some of their body, who 
represented the poor to be starving, the Board adjourned tiR Monday for that 
purpose. I was unable to attend tbis adjourned meeting, but it resulted in 30 tons 
of meal being ordered to the relieving officers for out-door relief. The require- 
ments of the relievmg officers considerably exceeded this quantity, and 1 fear 
some confusion and possibly fraud may ensue from the issue of less than the fuR 
amount of the weekly rations. There were but 54 vacancies in the workhouse and 
auxiliaries, available on the 29th, namely, the differencehetween 1,046 and 1>100 
in the parent house, and on Saturday there were seven vacancies only. I suggested 
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the necessity, and recommended the guardians to consider Foley’s store as an 
auxiliary workhouse, which had been offered some weeks since ; and I hope 
some an-angement may be submitted for the Commissioners' sanction, at their 
next meeting. The subject of the valuation of the union was again discussed ; 
and though a large number of appeals have been lodged, I feel it my duty to 
avow mv distrust of the necessity and motives for adopting this measure. No 
step which the Commissioners could sanction would affect the present rate ; 
and I will on more mature consideration and inquiry, be enabled to offer a 
more confident opinion on the subject. Mr. James Kelly was appointedrate- 
colleotor in room of Mr. John Lillis, dismissed. Mr. Kelly was appointed, by 
one vote, against a very inferior competitor ; the appointment may be safely 
sanctioned. The rate coUeoted during the week ended 29th December, 
amounted to 730 h, and 1 have no doubt that the whole rate will he fairly and 
rapidly collected. The general state of the house is not improving, and its 
sanatory state is becoming unsatisfactory. Mortality is steaffly on ^e increase, 
and from an inspection of those under medical treatment, I fear will continue. 
There were, on the 29th December, 118 in fever hospital ; 250 in infirmary , 

14 cases of smalLpox, and a number of sick infants. The condition of the 
female children at Leadmore is a source of deep anxiety to me; they are 
undoubtedly deteriorating in general health and well-being ; there is no class 
requiring such constant, careful, and efficient supervision, and they ^e leit 
almost altogether to the care of pauper women. The general condition ot 
the union was discussed, without any regular motion being made or resolution 
adopted; it was generally stated by the rural guardians to be in a bad 
state’ and that' many are absolutely starving, while some influential ex-offiao 
guardians do not hesitate to state that the alieged destitution is an ex^- 
gerated imposture, and even publish statements to this effect, justifymg 
the stoppage of all out-door relief to the infirm class. I sincerely trust that 
these gentlemen are merely mistaken or misinformed, as _my own daily 
observation forces upon me the conviction that many are daily losing their 
lives from absolute privation, and that many more are in process ot being 
irreti-ievably broken down in health and strength. I believe the ma3ority of the 
euardians are becoming impressed with this belief, and that the issue or 30 tons 
of meal on Monday last resulted from it. The relieving officer from Kildysart 
and Kilfidane inde paper marked A.) reported that there had been five deaths 
in his district during the week, and stated before the Board that he believed 
they resulted from starvation. The rural guardians gave a most melancholy, 
and from my observation I fear not an overdrawn account of the state ot the 
poor in the same district. I enclose a paper (marked B.) relative to the death 
of a man named Simon Fahy, who died a few hours after admission to the 
workhouse, and in the opinion of the medical officers and apothecary died 
undoubtedly of inanition. Another man. who still survives m a hopeless state, 
was admitted on the 27th December, during the sitting of the Board. I forward 
minutes of evidence (marked C. and D.) taken before coroners inquests upon 
two paupers named Austin Costello and Mary St. Leger, who died on the 29th 
December and 2d January. I attended the latter inquest, and visited the house 
where she died ; 16 persons were dragging out existence in a cabin ill calculated 
to contain six ; most of them had been evicted from the neighbouring lands, 
and crowded into this one cabin. The evidence requires litde comment ; the 
appearance of the survivors painfully corroborates the truth of their statement, 
that they had seldom had one meal a day for six weeks ; some of them were 
beyond recovery. With reference to the evidence in Costello s case, circumstances 
have come to my knowledge that lead me to doubt his having had • 

iu his possession at the period of his death. It will he observed that it as Jountt 
in his hat, a most unusual mode tor a man othis class to carry his money. 1 
enclose a letter (marked E.) from the Rev. Mr. Meehan, parish priest, descnpU e 
ot the state ot the south-western portion ot the union, and I have the umost 
confidence in the truth and accuracy othis statement. Anotherpaper(mMkedi!.) 
is from a very respectable schoolmaster in the Kiilard district, whose rtatement I 
have verified. On the other hand, an ex-officio guardian, m a 
few days since, stated that ^He had traversed the union since tlmou- ^ 
had been suddenly stopped ; that there waslitUe distress a^^dno deaths, immps 
are the sole subsistence of many thousands in the union ; and the results oeio 
any spring employment relieves them, cannot be doubtful, especia y , 
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cliildren. The absence of crime generally is very remarkable under such 
severe privations ; food is carted about the union at all hours in perfect satety. 
Those v?ho are absolutely in vpant are without the strength or energy to com- 
mit a robbery, Disease is generally on the increase, and the^ over-crowded 
state of the cabins and lodging places necessarily brings fever in ite tram, ihe 
medical officer in charge of the Cooraclere district yesterday informed me ot 
a whole family of nine who were stricken with this disease and that he had no 
means of relieving them.” 

Copies of En’CLOsure.s refened to in foregoing. 



No. 806/50. 



(I-) 

Kanusu TJkion. 



State of the Woi-kliouse and Ausiliories upon Tuesday, the 1st day of January 1S50. 
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TOTAl. 








Renmining on last night 
Admitted this day - 

Born ■ - - - - 


2,077 

2 


2,679 


Discharged during the uboTo day - - - 

Died 

On leave - 
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Remaining on the above day - - - - 


- - - 
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Number of Occupants at Night. 
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Memorandxaii : 



Infirmary Sick - 
Fever Hoapitai - 
Pox - ditto - 

Total Sick - 
Total Healtliy - 

In Honacs - 
Deaths for Week 



260 

110 

18 




2,fl70 



14 



Dated 2 Janaary 1060. 



P. J, M'Inerny, Master. 



Cfiptain 

A. E. Kennedy. 



n June 1850. 



(A). II. “ Kildysart, 26th December 1849. Captain Kennedy. Sir, Enclosed, 

I take the liberty of banding you a copy of a report sent by rne to the chairman 
of the Board (by order), together with a return of the deaths in both my parishes 
for the last ten days : Kilfiddane, 2 ; Kildysart, 3 ; and beg to say that unless 
something be done for the sick poor here immediately, that they will perish in 
great numbers, and shall be buried coffinless, as the contractors refuse to 
supply any more without money, even though should some of them consent 
to go to the workhouse hospital. I have not the means of paying for cars, 
though I have applied for it on two occasions already. I have the honour to 
be, Sir, your obedient servant, Thomas Guinane.” 

III. “ To the Chairman of the Kilrush Board of Guardians. Sir, I beg 
leave most respectfully to state that, in accordance with instructions given me 
on Saturday the 15th instant, by Mr. Miers, Poor-law Guardian for the electoral 
division of Kilfiddane, I have caused notices to be posted through the different 
parts of the parish, requesting that the ratepayers would attend at the Knock- 
mount Chapel on Wednesday the 19th instant, for the purpose of revising the 
out-door relief lists, which was done ; but as it appeared that they attended 
more for the purpose of recommending some favourite pauper for reUef than to 
object to any who were previously on relief, I was ordered by Messrs. Miers 
and Linnane, Poor-law Guardians, to attend the following day to take the appli- 
cation of paupers, which I have done. The number who applied are 46 cases 
and 187 persons, including able-bodied and infirm, to whom I was ordered to 
give, by Messrs. Miers and Linnane, 18 stone 3^ lbs. of meal as provisional 
relief to enable them to go to the workhouse on the following Thursday, the 
27th instant. I also beg to state that I repeatedly told them that they were 
acting wrong in requiring of me to give any of that meal, which was intended 
only for the most destitute of the paupers who were already on relief. They 
said that the new applicants were as much in want, and should any blame be 
attached to me for acting according to their directions, that they would pay 
for the meal, if required to do so, as they considered the cases urgent. I have 
the honour to be. Sir, your obedient servant, Thomas Guinane. Kiffiddane, 24th 
December 1849." 

IV. “ Workhouse, 2d January 1850. Sir, In conformity with my duty, I 
beg to report that a man of the name of Simon Fahy was relieved in No. 1,092, 
under section 2, until the sealed order expired; applied for relief.on the 16th 
October, No. 3,540, and November 9th, No. 3,603, but did not appear before 
the guai’dians on either day ; applied, November 16th, No. 3,654, and refused 
workhouse ; on November 21st, he then went to begging through the town of 
Kilrush, and a child of his died, I believe of starvation, on the 24th of Novem- 
ber. He again applied on December 4th, No. 3,849, but was not attended to 
by the guardians. On December 5th, I met said applicant at workhouse; on 
Saturday, the 22d of December, demanding admittance. I told him he had 
but a bad chance, as he did not bring his wife and family, and it being a Board 
day besides ; but, however, as soon as I would have finished a return that I 
was writing, which Colonel Vandeleur required, that I would represent his case 
to the guardians as soon as I was done. I went in search of him, but could not 
find him. I met Mr. Francis O’Donnell, poor-law guardian, and acquainted 
him of whom I was in search of ; told him also that I was in dread he would 
die of starvation. Fortunately I lodged in town that night, where he came on 
the following morning begging, and gave him about a stone of meal at my own 
expense, and told him to meet me at the workhouse on the ensuing Wednes- 
day, and that I would again report his case to the guardians. On the evening 
of said Wednesday, being the 26th of December, when my books were ruled, 
he appeared, very sickly and fatigued. I represented his case to the guardians, 
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Captaio No. 3,928, -who admitted him; he died ou the 28th of said month in work- 
J. E. Kenned}/, house. I have the honour to be. Sir, your faithful- and obedient servant, 

' Dan Gorman, Relieving Officer^, kloyarta District. Captain A. E. Kennedy, 

11 June 1850. p. L, I., Kilrush. 

“ (C.) V. Coroner’s Inquest, Tiernaclohane, on the body of ' Austin Costello. 
Mary Breene of Tiernaclohane, sworn 5 is daughter to James Breene, the owner 
of the premises. On Saturday last, the 29th instant, I went into the outhouse 
to look for a knife, and found the deceased, Austin Costello, there ; he was dead 
when I found him; he was lying on his side. I knew the deceased for some 
time ; he was in the habit of coming to the house, where he used to get some- 
thing to eat, and often slept there. I knew the deceased was on the out-door 
relief, but heard it was stopped from him about five weeks ago : he had no 
house of his own, but used to be stopping amongst the neighbours, and used to 
sleep in outhouses ; he had Is. Sd. in money after he was found dead ; the 
deceased got 1 6d. about a month ago from my father, James Breene, as 

hire for reaping corn last harvest ; is not aware that he got any employment 
for the. last two months, nor was he well able to work, as he had not enough to 
eat nor a bed to he down on, only sleeping in outhouses. James Breene, 
Tiernaclohane, owner of the premises, sworn. I knew the deceased for a long 
time ; was about 50 years of age ; was one of those evicted about 12 months 
ago from the lands of Concullin, the property of Miss Vandeleur, and had no 
house of his own ever since ; he had four in family, and were all on the out-door 
rehef until it was stopped. The deceased’s family hved with their aunts, and 
he amongst the neighbours ; he had no way of living except by out-door relief, 
or what he got from the neighbours. I am sure he wanted food and clothing 
vfitbin the last two months. I am of opinion he would live longer if he was 
better clad, and had enough to eat ; my opinion is he had not money enough to 
support Mary Costello, daughter to the deceased, sworn : lives with her 

aunt at Clonreddon ; deceased and family were on the out-door relief until it was 
stopped about five weeks ago. My father did not hve with us. Some of the family 
asked the deceased to go into the workhouse with them, as they were almost 
starving outside, but he refused to go. My father had no complaint, and 1 think 
if he had enough to eat, and a place to stop in, he would live longer. Doctor 
O’Donnell sworn ; I have viewed the body of the deceased ; it presents an 
emaciated appearance ; without a post-mortem examination I cannot be accu- 
rate as to the cause of death, but from the evidence I have heard, and the 
appearance of the deceased, I ^ink his death was caused by want of sufficient 
nutriment, and aggravated by exposure to cold. The jury without retiring 
returned the following verdict *. ‘ That the deceased, Austin Costello, came by 
his death at Tiernaclohane from the effects of hunger and cold." ” 

“ (D.) VI. Copy of minutes of evidence taken before Mr. Francis O’Donnell, 
coroner, and Captain Kennedy, poor-law inspector at Cooreclare, on the 3d of 
January instant, relating to the death of Mary St. Leger, who died at Tierna- 
clohane on yesterday (Wednesday, the 2d instant). First evidence sworn, 
James Carrig, of Tiernaclohane. I knew the deceased, Mary St. Leger, for the 
last 12 years ; she was over 60 years of age ; she lived at Caherferrick until she 
was evicted about six months ago, when she came to live with me, where she 
remained up to the time of her death, which occurred on yesterday (the 2d 
instant) ; she was getting a half stone of meal on the out-door relief until it 
was stopped about six weeks ago ; she got some meal since, in aU about three- 
quarters of a stone, which she got in three different portions ; deceased had 
nothing to subsist on for the last six weeks but the three-quarters of a 
stone of Indian meal, and 8 d., which she got for a sheet she pawned, and 
for which she bought some meal ; deceased was blind and unable to go 
abroad. My child used to bring her the meal, and would continue to do 
so if she got it. For the last six weeks she- had but one meal a day ; and 
when she got the last portion of the three-quarters of a stone, she was not 
able to use it ; that was on Tuesday last, the 1st instant. Deceased had no 
complaint that witness was aware of, but was complaining of weakness and of 
her heart, a few days before she died, to Mr. MichaelLillis, a juror. I think if 
she was getting her meal as usual she would live longer ; witness and six of his 
family were on the out-door relief ; they had not half a meal a day each for the 
last SIX weeks ; we would have died of hunger were it not for two stone of beans 
v\ e got from my wife’s brother ; three of -my children were stretched sweating 
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■fay the fire for two days without a bit to eat except a few leaves of cabbage J 
there was 16 of us altogethei stopping in the same house, and all were equally 
as badly off, or nearly so ; I was unable to leave the house myself, and did not 
work for the last four years. Mary Carrig, wife to the last witness, sworn : I 
knew the deceased, Mary St. Leger ; she was living in the same house with me ; 
she came to live with us about six months ago, after she was turned out of her 
House at Caherfinick ; she was on the out-door relief, and was getting half 
a stone of meal a week till it was stopped about six weeks ago ; she got 
a quarter of a stone at three different times since. When she got the last she 
was not able to use it ; she was getting weak since the meal was stopped, and 
particularly so for the last three weeks ; she often complained to me of hunger, 
i am certain it was hunger that caused her weakness and death. It came out 
on the inquest that the Rev. Mr. Molony, parish priest, told both the coroner 
and poor-law inspector when he (the- Rev. Mr. Molony) was preparing the 
deceased on her death-bed, that she told him that it was hunger and want of 
food killed her, which was admitted both by the poor-law inspector and coroner 
to be as stated, that the Rev. Mr. Molony told them so. Mr. Nicholas Lillis, 
relieving officer for the electoral divisions of Kilmacduane and Kilmichael, 
sworn. I knew the deceased, she was on out-door reUef for about two years, 
and got 7 lbs. of Indian meal weekly, up to the week ending the 1st of De- 
cember last ; since that period she has only received 10 J Ihs., the last issue she 
received on Tuesday last (the 1st of January instant); the last issue she got was 
3 ^ lbs. I had to stop her usual relief, as I had none to give her. Dr. O’Donnell 
sworn. I have viewed the body of the deceased ; it presents an e.xtremely 
emaciated appearance ; this, coupled with the evidence I have heard, leads me 
to believe that her death was caused by inanition. The jury, without retiring, 
returned the following verdict : ‘That the deceased, Mary St. Leger, came by 
her death at Piernaclohane on the 2d instant from want and hunger.’ 3d January 
1850. 

“ (E.) VII. Carrigaholt, December 30th, 1849. My dear Captain Kennedy, 
On my way through Kiltrelig this morning, I was called by John Blake into a 
bog to attend his dying wife in a scalp about 100 yards from the road. She 
•was dying ; by stirring her a little, and speaking loud to her, she opened her 
e3'es, looked at me significantly, as a token of her being cognizant of my pre- 
sence, but she could not speak, although I am almost sure she was conscious 
of my presence. Her manner of death was particularly such as supervenes 
fi’om starvation, and such as I am, I grieve to think, sadly familiar with, as is 
also every clergyman officiating for any time in the west of Clare. There is 
no doubt of her having died of starvation. Before I returned home I was 
called on to see a man by name M‘Tnenry, in Rehab ; he was not quite so near 
death as the woman Blake above-mentioned ; but death was quite as sure to 
be this poor man’s end, and from starvation also. After leaving M'Inenry, and 
travelling about a quarter mile, I met Dr. Tuite and the relieving officer while 
yet in the land of Rehab, and as I was speaking with them concerning these 
cases a living skeleton crawled to the ditch from a little house inside, and said 
he was not able to walk from hunger ; the doctor said he was one of the many 
similar cases to he seen in the parish. Each of these poor people got a shilling 
of the Earl of Arundel’s money. How much I must again express myself 
obliged to you, but for you I would get little or nothing to give in charit}'. 
Many a poor creature these moneys saved from starvation in shillings and six- 
pences. These cases I mention merely because I met them to-day ; they are 
but this day’s edition of what is occurring daily since the stopping of relief. 
AVhat remedy are we to expect for this teeming misery ? It is true, according 
to the official reply to the chairman of the Kilrush Board, that the guardians 
have not done their duty. If not, who is to bring them to account ? Yours 
respectfully, M, Meehan. Captain Kennedy.” 

“ (F.) "VIII, Killard, January 5th, 1850. Honoured Sir, Having been in- 
formed that one Stephen Meehan was in a dying way at Doonnine for want of 
food, I made it my business to visit him, and a greater object I never saw, 
I only feai’ he will not live until the return of the bearer. I know two other 
bad cases, but none so near death by appearance as Meehan. I am, honored sir, 
your humble servant, Pat McMahon. To Captain Kennedy, Kilrush Union.” 
271. Now read No. 93? — “Copy of Letter from Captain Kennedy to the 
Commissioners, dated January 15th, 1850. I have the honour to acknowledge 
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Captain tte receipt of your letter, No. 1761/50, dated lltli of January 1850, and in 
A. E. Kennedy, reply thereto Ibeg to state, that on the week ended 1st December 1849 thwewere 

11,584 personsinreceiptofout-doorrelief. On the week ended the 8th of Decem- 

11 June 1850. ijgj. jg4g guardians could not obtain the usual supplies, pd 4,810 persons 
were partially relieved from the balance remaining on relieving officers hands 
from former week, at the cost of 4 U. 13^. For the week ended ISthDecem- 
ber the guardians were unable to obtain supplies, and 484 persons were partially 
relieved from a balance still on hand, amounting to 3 19 s. 8 On the weeh 

ended the 22d December persons on the out-door relief list, to the nunmer ot 
10,5 16, received (say) half rations, from the proceeds of 100 /. remitted by the 
Poor-law Commissioners ; cost 96 /. 4 s. 3 d. On the week ended 29th Decem- 
ber, partial relief to 393 persons was given from balance on hand from lormw 
week (the guardians being unable to obtain supplies) at a cost of 3 Z. 3 5 a. 

For week ended January 5th, 31 i tons of meal were issued, which gave full 
rations to 10,918 persons, at a cost of 197 1 12 2d. Ihe reqmrements of 
the relieving officers for this week amounted to above 34 tons of meal ; and 
though 10 918 persons only were relieved there were a greater number on them 
application and report books for whom relief had been sancfroned. For the 
week ended January 12th, 35 i tons of meal have been issued; but the 
relieving officers’ abstracts, showing the numbers relieved m that week, are not 
yet furnished. I trust that a comparison of this statement with the minutes, 
keeping in view the dates on which the supplies were issued to the relieving 
officers, and the period for which they are intended to provide, will prove 

Also read No. 94 ? — “ Copy of Letter from Captain Kennedy to the 
Commissioners, dated 10th January 1850. I attended the adjourned meeting 
of the Kilrush Board of Guardians, on Monday the 7th January. Five gu^- 
attended, and provision was made for the paupers, both in and out oitae 
workhouse, on the promise of payment seven days after delivery, and for wmcn 
a cheque was drawn. The applications for adimssion to the workhouse are 
becoming very numerous, and those admitted are in a very low and broken down 
state. The pressure has (as 1 anticipated) become serious, and the admissions 
of the 8th and 9th, have filled the house and auxiliaries. About 200 of the infirm 
class were discharged on out-door relief on Friday and Saturday, the 4th and 5th. 
January, and this measure will, I fear, bring a greater number of apphcants 
than would have otherwise sought the workhouse, in the hope of getting 0^^ 
door relief also. The mistake was in admitting and filling the vacancies with, 
this class during the last two months. It has also swelled the mortality in the 
workhouse, the number of deaths for week ending 5tli January bei^ 3 1 . The 
amount of rate collected during the week was 354/., being considerably less 
than I bad anticipated, a delay in perfecting Mr. Whitstone s bond having 
prejudiced the collection. The guardians resolved on taking Mr. Foley s store, 
which I suggested some time ago. The premises are eligible, and the rent I 
thiTik moderate; the store will contain 460, and is in perfect repair. It 
forms one side of a quadrangle at the extreme west of the town. 
The fever hospital (Kelly’s store) being to the north, and another store 
of Mr. Kelly’s (same size as Foley’s) forming the west side of the square, with 
a capacious yard between. The south and front opens to tbe street. Mr. 
Kelly’s store at the west side may be had, I believe, before many weeks, and 
tbe two buildings with the yard between would make a desirable workhouse for 
1,000. I would recommend sanction being given to the taking of Foley s store 
without delaj'^, as the only means of keeping the able-bodied portion of the 
paupers in check. I only fear the guardians will find some difficulty in getting 
the required credit for bedding, clothing, and fitting, to make it immediately 
available. When sanctioned I will use every exertion to complete its arrange- 
ments. Every exertion should be made to obviate tbe necessity of giving out- 
door relief to the able-bodied class in this union, there being hardly a shadow of 
difference in the circumstances of many thousands of them who have no appa- 
rent means of subsistence, and I despair of any amount of employment calcu- 
lated to afford them such. A very great number of appeals agamst the valua- 
tion have been lodged, and in some cases the amount of rate appealed agamst 
hardly exceeds the attorney’s fees. There is nothing in the state of the work- 
houses or the union generally calling for any particular remark since the date 
of my last weekly report.” 
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Veneris, 14° die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 
Mr. Clements. 

Sir Lueius O’Brien. 
Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. C. Lewis. 



The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Sir William Somerville. 

Lord fJaas. 

Mr. O'Flaherty. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chaiu. 



Captain Arthur Edward Kennedy, called in ; and further Examined, 

273. Chairman.l Having referred to the papers which were put into your 
hands, containing your own correspondence with the Commissioners during the 
months of December and January last, have you beeri able to correct some 
inaccuracies into whicli^ in your former evidence, I believe you had been led for 
want of those documents, with respect to the stoppage of relief which took place 
about that period ; and if so, will you state what really occurred ? — I can now 
correct them. On reference to the Commissioners’ correspondence furnished to 
the Committee, No. 93, I find this letter, which perhaps I may read to the Com- 
mittee, and which will explain that matter; I will then liand in a tabular state- 
ment showing the result. This is from me to the Commissioners : “ Copy of letter 
from Captain Kennedy to the Commissioners, dated 15 January 1 850. I have the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1 761/50, dated 1 1 tb of January 
1850, and in reply thereto I beg to state, that on the week ended 1st December 
1849 there tvere 1 1,584 persons in receipt of out-door relief. On the week 
ended the 8th of December 1 849, the guardians could not obtain the usual supplies, 
and 4,810 persons were partially relieved from the balance remaining on relieving 
officers hands from former week, at the cost of 41 L 13s. zd- For the week 
ended 15th December the guardians were unable to obtain supplies, and 484 
persons were partially relieved from a balance still on hand, amounting to 3 1. 1 9s. %d. 
On the Aveek ended the 22d December, persons on the out-door relief list, to the 
number of 10,515, received (say) half rations, from the proceeds of looZ. remitted 
by the Poor-law Commissioners ; cost 96 1 . 4 s. 3 d. On the week ended 29th 
December, partial relief to 393 persons was given from balance on hand from 
former week (the guardians being unable to obtain supplies), at a cost of 3 /. 3 s. 5 s. 
For week ended January 5th, 31 \ tons of meal were issued, which gave full rations 
to 10,918 persons, at a cost of 197 Z. 12 5. id. The requirements of the relieving 
officers for this week amounted to above 34 tons of meal; and though io,gi8 
persons only were relieved there were a greater number on their application and 
report books for whom relief had been sanctioned. For the week ended 12th 
January, 35 ^ Ions of meal have been issued ; but the relieving officer’s abstracts, 
showing the numbers relieved in that week, are not yet furnished. I trust that a 
comparison of this statement with the minutes, keeping in view the dates cai 
which the supplies were issued to the relieving officers, and the period for which 
they are intended to provide, will prove satisfactory. Then the summary of 
that statement is simply this, that on the week ending December the 1st there 
were 11,584 persons on the relief list relieved, at a cost of 221/. On the week 
ending the 8th of December 1849, 4,810 persons were partially relieved, at a 
cost of 41 1 . On the week ending the 15th December, 489 persons got pact-ial 
relief, at a very small amount, for that was the balance of the 4.1 Z. ^ the 
week ending the 22d of December, 10,513 persons received r'artial relief, to. 
the amount of 99 Z. 155., proceeds of a grant of lOoZ. from the Poor-law 
Commissioners. On the week ending on th^e 29th of December, 373 received 
partial relief, to the amount of 3 Z. 3 s., which, in fact, amounts to no relief 
at all for the total number; it is 373 out of 11,584. Oq, the week ending 
the 5th of January, 10,918 persons, o;^ of 11,585 on tke lists, were relieved, 
at a cost of 197 Z. 12s. On the week ending I2,th: of January 1850, 11, 753 
0.52. E 2 persons 
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persons received full relief, at a cost of 223 Z. On the week ending the 
191I1 of January, 13,330 persons received full relief. I cannot state the cost of 
relief, as I have* not got the return by me, but they got full relief. On the week 
ending the 26th of January, 7,451 persons were partially relieved, out of the 
balance remaining from the former week, that is out of the total number of 1 3>330 
•who were on the relief list the previous week. 

274. You say relief was continued to the full number from that period to this? 

Relief has been continued in full from that period up to the week ending the 

13th of April. It will be borne in mind that the union was subdivided, and this 
was shortly after the subdivision of the union, which took place on the 23d 
of February ; that accounts for the decrease of the numbers on the relief list. On 
April 13th, 2,547 persons out of 8,014 on the lists were partially relieved at the 
cost of 25 Z. 1 5 s. On the week ending 20th of April, g, 1 g-2 persons were relieved 
at the cost of igo L, and relief has continued uninterruptedly from that period. 

275. During this period of seven or eight weeks to which you have referred, in 
which the out-door relief was more or less stopped, was there not at the same 
period a reduction in the dietary of the in-door poor in the workhouse ?— There 
was. 

276. Can you state of what nature that reduction was ; was there any alteration 
made by the guardians in the dietary of the workhouse at that time ? — There was 
no alteration made by minute. 

277. Was there any practical alteration in the diet upon which the paupers were 
fed ? — There vvas. 

278. State of what nature that was? — I find that the male and female children, 
that is those under 15 years, received only half allowance of milk from the 10th of 
November 1 849 to the 1 6th of February 1 850. The able-bodied men at the 
Leadmore auxiliary workhouse were without milk for the same period. 

279. Mr. Stafford.'\ Was there nothing substituted for milk in either of those 
cases ? — Not at that time. 

280. Mr. Monseli:\ You mean by not at that time, not till after the 16th of 
February?— I lliink not. At a subsequent period there was butter substituted. 
On and 'after the 1st of December, in consequence of not having bread stuff to 
meet the consumption, the paupers lived for five days upon turnips, as shown by 
the provision cheque account of that date. On or about the 5th of January 1850 
onions, which had been hitherto used in the soup, were discontinued. On or 
about the 12th of January there were 767 lbs. of oatmeal short from the total. 

281. Mr. Clements^] What was the total?— I cannot say. 

282. Sir R. Ferguson.'] The total stock, or the total issue, or what? — The total 
issue for the week. 

283. Mr. Clm&nis^ What was the total issue for the day ?— I must calculate 
the number of persons and the dietaiy to see that : I will fill it in afterward’s. 
There were 2,100 quarts of milk deficient about the same date weekly. 

284. Chairman.] Is that in the day’s supply ?— That was the weekly defi- 
ciency. 

285. Are you sure that tlie oatmeal was daily? — It was a week’s deficiency. Their 
usual food was soup made of oatmeal and vegetables, and there were no in-door 
supplies whatever got in that week, consequently there was all but a total deficiency 
of meal. There was a portion of meal mixed with turnips, and there was that 
amount of meal short, and turnips were substituted. On the 23d of February, one 
ounce of butter was ordered in lieu of half a pint of milk daily to the paupers. 
On the gth of March the dietary was changed by minute, and oatmeal was substi- 
tuted in place of Indian meal, and the rice reduced by one-half to all classes. 

286. The Earl of ArunM and Surrey:] Was that the first time that the 
dietary was changed by minute during this period? — ^That was the first time the 
dietary was changed by minute during this period ; the former dietary was Indian 
meal and rice, and that vvas changed to oatmeal. 

287. Mr. Clements:] Was the quantity of oatmeal the same as the Indian meal? 

288. And there was the addition of turnips? — It was only five days that the 
turnips were used ; there was an additional quantity of oatmeal for the reduction 

of rice. , , . r . 1 

280. We understood you to say just now that the same quantity ot oatmeal 
given for the Indian meal?—The oatmeal was substituted for Indian meal, but in 
a greater quantity, the rice being reduced to one-half. 
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290. What was the increase of oatmeal at the same time that the rice was E^Pnned 

reduced one-half? — The dietary of Indian meal was three-fourths Indian meal . • en«e y . 

and one-fourlh rice, and the changed dietary was one-eighth rice and the reinaindev 14 June 1 850. 

• oatmeal ; the rice was reduced one-half, that is one-eighth instead of one-fourth. 

291 . If I understand you correctly, there was no decrease in the gross quantity ? 

— None. 

292. But it was merely a change of oatmeal for rice ? — Eor rice. I think the 
-dietary was equally good, if not better. I think that change of the dietary by the 

minute was au improvement. 

293. Mr. Stafford.'] But none of the other changes were made by minute?— 



294. Why were they made ? — It was a matter of necessity. 

29.5. Still if it was a matter of necessity, there ought to have been a minute.^ — 
There was no minute made of them. 

296. Were they made on the responsibility of the master? — They were made 
•on the responsibility of the master. The workhouse was without food or supplies 

of any kind, and there were turnips upon the workhouse ground, and a small 
quantity of meal ; and the master, sooner than let them starve in the workhouse, 
fed them upon turnips and the small quantity of meal. 

297. Sir L. O’iJnw?.] Had they quite enough to eat on those five days?— 
Tliey had quite enough to eat. 

298. And of wholesome food? — I will not say that it was wholesome food. 

290. It was food of turnips and meal mixed together ? — Yes. 

300. Is not that the common dietary of the country ; has it not been so to 
a great extent even out of the workhouse ? — I dare say to a great extent. There 
•was another change on or about the 30th of March. Ail rice was done away 
with in the dietary of the healthy paupers; those are all the changes that I can 
•speak to. 

301. Sir U. Ferguson^ Have you mentioned that anything was substituted for 
the rice r — A greater quantity of meal was substituted for the rice. 

302. Chab'man.] During those changes in the dietary, did dysentery set in 
and prevail extensively in the workhouse? — Immediately afterwards. 

303. M.X. Stafford.] Was there none before r— There was, but I think it was 
increased thereby. 

304. Chairmm:] Can you stale the number m the infirmary of dysentery 
patients in the consecutive weeks to which you have now referred ?— From the 
10th of November I think was the date at which I commenced. On the 30th of 
November there were 121 in the infirmary. 

305. Sir R. Ftrguson.] How many of dysentery?— I cannot state the number 

of each disease. The next week 121 ; the next week 139; the next week 152, 
and so on, rising every week up to 3^ ^ week of January. 

306. Chairman.] Have you got a tabular statement giving those details?— 



'i have. 

307. Be pleased to put it in ? — {The Witness delivered in the same.) 

308. Sir L. O'Brien,] Was the change from rice to meal with a view to 
economy? — It' was. 

309. Chairman.] Did the knowledge of the alteration in the dietary, of the 

workhouse get abroad at that period, and lead to the impression among the out- 
door poor that if they went into the workhouse they would run the risk of being 
attacked with the bowel complaint, which was prevailing there, and did you state 
that in your letter of the 20th of December to the Commissioners?—! did so, and 
it was stated to me by many persons. . . , j- e 

310. Is not this an extract from your letter: “The vacancies in the dietary or 
late have increased, but I believe this to have resulted in a great measure from the 
turnip diet; many left in consequence of it, and others were deterred by the same 
cause from coming in” ? — I believe they were, and I did so state. 

311. “ There have been an immense number of applicants for relief for the last 
•fortnight, but few would enter the house, principally, 1 believe, from the popular 
terror of the bowel complaint (dysentery) which they believe to exist in the house . 
— That I did state, and believe to be the case. 

312. Sir R. Fergusoni] From conversation with the people of the class who go 
into the workhouse, do you consider that they would prefer bang fed upon rice to 
being fed upon oatmeal? — I think they would prefer oatmeal of their own 

•choice. - 

313. Then 



0.52. 



E 3 



Vide Appendix, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




38 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

r , 313. Then why should the substitution of oatmeal frighten them out of the 

j K^Tnedy. workhouse?— I did not state that; it was the tarnip diet that frightened them. 
314. How long did the turnip diet last ? — Five days. 

MJuuei850. 315. What was the date of the turnip diet ’—Between the 5th and the 15th 
of December ; my report is dated the 20th of December. 

316. Mr. Clements.] In your experience in the administration of relief do you 
not find that when paupers are unwilling to go into the workhouse w-hen it is 
offered to them, they are in the habit of making every sort of excuse as the reason 
for not doing so ? — I have not the least doubt of it. 

317. Chahynan.] Were not the out-door paupers at that time in daily expectation 
of a renewal of out-door relief?— They were; they generally attended the food 

depots daily. , , - < j ^ r 

318. There had been no formal order issued, had there, as to the withdrawal ot 

out-door relief?~None. 

319. Was not it generally reported that the relief was only stopped tor want 
of funds, and would be restored when funds were obtained ?— That was the 
understanding. 

320. And it was so restored in a few weeks aftervyards?— it was. 

321. To the full amount of the number on the relief listr — ^Yes. 

322. Was not there another cause for the indisposition of the out-door paupers 
to enter the workhouse, in the fact that their bouses were very generally pulled 
down upon their leaving them to enter the workhouse ?— That I believe to be the 
case to a very great extent. 

323. And the dread of that may have greatly added to their repugnance to 
enter the house ?— That circumstance indisposed them to enter the house. 

324. Sir R. Ferguson.] Were the persons on out-door relief principally hying 
in their own houses ot in lodgings in the town ? — A great number were in lodgings. 

325. Why should that indispose those in lodgings in the town to enter the 
house ? — Not those who were in lodgings, but those who bad cabins. 

326. What proportion were in houses of their own r — I think probably^one-third. 

327. Why should not the other two-thirds have gone into the house?— During 
this period the workhouse was very many days with very few vacancies ; bat their 
indisposition to go in is known at all times, and they were in daily expectation of 
getting their usual relief, and that induced them of course to remain out of doors 
as long as possible; if they went into the workhouse they would be struck off the 
put-door relief list, to be on which of course is their stronger desire. 

328. Mr. Clements.] What accommodation was there in the workhouses at the 

time you first took charge of tlie union ? — I think 1,100- _ 

329. Was that tlie original accommodation which was furnished by the Poor- 
law Commissioners on the formation of the union? — No, it was only an. 850 
house. 

330. When was the increase made? — ^Before I came to the umon. 

331. At about what time? — I am not prepared to say the actual time of the 
increase. 

332. When was the workhouse accommodation first increased from i,iOO ? — I 
think, by taking a store called Kelly’s Store for a fever hospital. 

333. When?— That, I think, must have been about January or February 
1848. 

334. How much additional accommodation did that give? — For 150. 

335. When was the next increase ? — I think Leadmore was the next increase ; 
the Leadmore auxiliary workhouse ; I cannot state the exact date, because they 
were put into it before it was completed ; it was very large, and it now contains 
1 ,586 ; the paupers were put into it by instalments, as the building was ready for 
them ; it was not taken till 1 849, certainly ; the factory, the 200 house, was taken 
before that. 

336. What accommodation was that? — Two hundred. 

337. About when was it? — I really cannot specify the date. 

338. Was it the beginning, the middle, or the end of the year ? — I think it 
was some time during the summer of 1849. 

339. How much accommodation did this larger building yield in the end? — 
In the end 1,586, but it was at first put down at 1,200. 

340. About when was it first taken ? — I think the end of 1 849 ; towards the 
autumn of 1849. 

2A1 Does it contain all the accommodation that now exists in the union ? — 

No; 
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No ; there is in addition to that now, a place called Ballyerra, which was formerly ^ j 

a district fever hospital ; I must remark as to Leadinore, that though I state it 

was put down to contain 1,200, it was occupied by instalments ; it was a place ,4 June 1850. 
unindosed, and they were put in 150, 200, 300, 400, till it got up to 1,200; it 
was not completed till the end of August or September 1849. 

342. What accommodation did Ballyerra yield? — One hundred and fifty; 
that was occupied at once. 

343. Then by the end of last year there was an accommodation tor 3,180 ( — 

At the end of 1849 there was, if not more; there was a small house, I think, 
that I have not mentioned, a place called Broomhill, which was put down 
at 64. 

344. That makes altogether 3,250?— It was about that. 

345. Has there been any further accommodation prepared ?— There has ; there 
has been the addition of a store called “ Toley’s Store. * 

346. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey.^ That is in this year?— This year; 

Foley’s Store was taken for a considerable time before it was occupied; it was 
occupied sometime, I think, about the middle of March. 

347. Mr. Clements.'] How many would that accommodate?— Four hundred 

and sixty-five. ... • 5 rru 

348. That makes the gross amount of the accommodation m the umou f— Inat 
makes the gross amount of accommodation up to a very late period, when there 
was a further accommodation taken, a place called '* Kelley s Store, 

349. Does it occur to you that the circumstance of additional accommodation 
in the workhouses being provided, or being about to be provided, towards the end 

■ of 1849, had any influence upon the out-door paupers as to the chance that if 
they got admission into the workhouse they might remain there instead of getting 
money from out-door relief if they once had recourse to the workhouse?— It is 
well known, and I have no doubt whatever of it, that the provision of workhouse 
accommodation will always deter applications for relief. 

350. Did the guardians, when they found that the workhouse was not resorted 
to by the paupers, whose relief was suspended in consequence of that, increase 
the number of offers to the workhouse ? — They did. 

351. Did they do that to any great extent? — I think to a very considerable 
extent at one time ; indeed so much so that they were obliged to discharge per- 
sons on out-door relief when the house became over-crowded. 

352. That was at what time ? — That was on the 4th or 5th of January ; there 
were 200 discharged upon out-door relief. 

353. Chairman.] Was there any out-door relief afforded to the out-door 
paupers at that time ?— In the subsequent week to that in which those 200 paupers 
were turned out, the week ending the 26th of January, I have stated that I think 
there w-as only a small amount of relief given, and the workhouse was full. 

354. Mr. Clements.] Was the larger building to contain 1,586 paupers taken by 
the vice-guardians or the elected guardians ?— By the vice-guardians. The vice- 
guardians took all the accommodation, with the exception of Foley’s Store and 
Kelly’s Store, which is partially occupied. 

355. About what period did they take it ?— I have stated the periods to the 
best of my recollection at which each house was taken. 

356. State the date of the larger one ?— It was not completed till about the 
end of August or September 1849. 

357. Precisely; but at what period was it taken? — I should say about tour 

months before it was completed. ^ 

358. When did the vice-guardians come into office? — They came into office 
the 1 ith of March 1 848. 

359- When they were in office for upwards of a year without making any 
■material addition to the workhouse accommodation ? — They took the factory, 
which was for 200, very early, and they took Broomhill. I believe that was taken 
by the elected guardians before they went out of office. The factory w^ taken 
by the vice-guardians ; it contained 200. Ballyerra was obtained from Colonel 
■IVandeleur ; at least the loan of it, for they have no title to it. 

360. To contain what ?• — One hundred and fifty, _ o mu 

3^1. Then the greatest extent of additional accommodation was 350 ? ^ihree 
-hundred and fifty ; there was none other to be procured 5 further accommodation 
could not be -procured at that time for money in Kilrush-; there was no building. 

.,.0.52., E4 362. I think 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




40 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 



Captain 

A- E. Kennedy. 
14 June 1850. 



362. I think you stated that the vice-guardians were giving relief to abouC 
30,000 out-door paupers r — They were. 

363. Did it ever occur to you that it was desirable that something should be 
done to reduce that number? — From what I saw in two neighbouring unions, 
Ennis and Ennistymon, where they attempted to meet the pressure at the time- 
by auxiliary houses, I think they failed, and ran the unions into very great debt. 
The vice-guardians considered at the time, and I concurred with them, that? 
instead of dotting the whole union over with auxiliary houses, which they could 
not <fst near the parent house, it was better to give those who were utterly, 
destitute out-door relief, than to set up an expensive staff, and to go to a very 
great expense in fitting auxiliary houses. I know one auxiliary house in Ennis- 
tyraon Union, for instance, which the vice-guardians took, and which was calcu- 
\iled to hold only, I think, 450, and it cost nearly 1,000 1 . in fitting up, subject, I 
believe, to 150/. rent. 

364. Mr. MonseU.} Was that arrangement made by the vice-guardians or the 
ordinary guardians? — I am not prepared to say. 

365. Sir L. O'Brien.'] Were not the vice-guardians in there for two yeans? — 
They were. 

366. Was not it during that time that that house was taken ? — I think so. To 
the best of my belief it was. 

367. Chamnan.] To recur to the condition of the union during the seven or 
eight weeks at the end of last year and the beginning of the present year, when, 
the stoppage occurred of out-door relief and alterations in the dietary of in-door 
paupers, have you any doubt that in consequence of those circumstances the 
out-door paupers, to the amount of 1 i,ooo or 1 2,000 persons, suffered fearfully, and 
that many of them died r — I think there can be no doubt of it. 

368. Were not several inquests held during this period on the bodies of persons, 
in which a verdict of death by want was recorded? — There were a considerable 
number. 

369. Have you any list of the inquests which were held about that period ? — 
On reference to a Return before the Committee, I see on the 31st of December 
there is the case of a man named Austin Costello. The verdict is, “ Died fronl- 
the effects of hunger and cold.” 

370. Mr. Staffoj'd.] Had not Austin Costello money in his pocket at the time ? 
— He had not; he had money in his hat. 

371. Chairman.] Have you not expressed an opinion in your correspondence 
with the Commissioners upon the subject, which you read the other day to the 
Committee, that that money could hardly have belonged to him, from the extra- 
ordinary place in which it was found, but must have been placed there by some 
one else? — I have reason to think that the money did not belong to him, and T 
will give my reason for so thinking. This man was found dead in the out-shed 
of a house ; there was 1 s. %d. found in his hat, and I merely put it to any Member 
of the Committee whether a man could carry li. 8rf. in bis hat in an erect posture, 
or whether it is probable that an Irish peasant would carry his money there. 

372. Nor is it very probable that a man with 1 ^d. in his pocket would allow 

himself to die of starvation? — I think not; I understood that the money had been 
put into his hat, and an offer was made to me to prove the fact, which I declined ; 

1 did not see any good result to come from it 

373. Sir i 2 . Ferguson.] What did you understand to be the motive for putting, 
the money into his hat? — My idea of it was, that as he was one of the first persons 
who died of starvation, the guardians of the district, or probably .some of their 
friends or others who thought that it would come home to them, had pul this money 
into his hat for the purpose of proving that he did not die of starvation. 

374. Mr. Stajbrd.] Do you think they would have put it ia so odd a position • 
as his hat ? — Those who understand the Irish character will be aware that there 
is a superstition about touching a dead body, and that therefore those who would 
not put it into his pocket, would put it into his hat. 

375. Sir Jl. Fe 7 'guson.'] Do you know whether he had been on out-door relief^* ■ 
— I think he had. 

376. Mr. Cleme 7 its.] Had he not been offered relief in the workhouse r — I am 
not aware, but the evidence is here ; I will turn and see. I find here a witness on 
the inquest states, “ I knew tlie deceased was on the out-door relief, but heard it 
was stopped from him about five weeks ago ; he had no house of his own.” I can 
give you no further information than there is in these depositions. 

377. You 
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377. You state that this Costello died of starvation in consequence of his being 
refused relief: it appears on the evidence that he was offered relief in the work- 
house; that he was asked by his friends to go into the workhouse, and that he 
refused ? — I did not state that he died in consequence of being refused relief ; 
the verdict returned is, “ Died from the effects of hunger and cold.” 

378. Mx. Stafford.'] But not from the effect of being refused relief ? — No. 

37Q. In your answer you stated that the verdict was to the effect that bis death 

was in consequence of being refused relief? — I never gave such answer; nor have 
I given an opinion as to what he died of ; bat the verdict stands so. 

380. Chairman^ What further inquests were held about that time? — On the 
3d of January there is an inquest upon a person called Mary St. Leger; verdict, 

“ Death from want and hunger.” On the 20th of January there is “ Darby 
Conway ; death for want of proper and sufficient food.” On the 25th of January, 

“ Bryan Macmahon; from want of proper and sufficient food and treatment,” the 
mother of the child having taken it out of the workhouse, being under the impression 
that the child would improve more under her care than it would in the workhouse. 
On the 30th of January there is Mark Clancy ; verdict, “ Died from starvation.” 

381. Mr. Stafford.] Are the ages given in any of those cases? — They are not: 

1 presume they will be in the minutes of evidence. I think they are in this 
correspondence; there are some in this correspondence; I cannot say which, but 
I will turn to them, if the Committee wish. “ On the 2d of February, Pat 
Hallenon, from staiwation. On the same day, the 2d of February, Mark 
Molloney, “ from exposure to cold and want of proper food.” I am only reading 
those where the verdict is, died from starvation or hunger. “On the 13th of 
February there is Peter Morgan from starvation. On the 1 6th of February, 
Mary Wright, in a fit caused by want of sufficient food.” That is all in this list, 
but there have been a considerable number since, and I think they are in this 
correspondence. 

382. Chairman^] Were there not about this time many cases in which some of 
the paupers, after travelling a considerable distance to demand relief, either in or 
out of the workhouse, were refused, or their cases postponed and not entered upon, 
and who were sent back repeatedly without relief, either in or out of the work- 
house ? — There were on several occasions. 

383. Was that the case with some of the 38 paupers who were drowned at the 
ferry in the month of December last? — The relieving officer stated so before the 
coroner’s jury. 

384. Can you turn to the evidence given before the coroner’s jury in that case, 
and read that portion of the relieving officer’s evidence ? — This is “Minutes of 
evidence taken at the coroner’s inquest. The relieving officer states : I examined 
the 33 corpses drowned ; knows the entire of them ; 29 of the number were ap- 
plicants for relief, and attended at the workhouse on yesterday. On their return 
home they were drowned. I was not in the boat, and cannot say how the accident 
occurred ; some of them were on yesterday week at the workhouse, and were not 
attended to.” 

385. LordA^oas.] What is that from which you are reading? — That is the 
deposition taken by the coroner on the i2th of December. 

386. Mr. C. jCcww.] What is the meaning of the expression, that the persons 
who applied at the workhouse were not attended to on that particular day? — I 
presume it means that their cases were not heard or decided upon by the guar- 
dians. 

387. Does it mean that the cases were not decided upon, or were not heard? — 
They were not heard, I presume ; here is a letter from the relieving officer, which 
will probably explain it. The whole of the relieving officer’s depositions are so 
important that I do not like to take extracts ; probably I had better read the 
wliole of it. 

388. Chairman.] Is not there a passage in which he speaks to that particular 
point ? — There is, but I would rather not pick out extracts. 

389. Read it, if you please ? — “ Mr. Gorman, relieving officer, was recalled 
and examined by the Rev. Mr. Scanlon; knows that some of the deceased 
paupers were at the workhouse seeking relief ; some of them twice; they were 
not attended to the first time; the names of some of them were called on 
yestarday ; the names of others were not; those who made their appearance 
were relieved, the others did not appear. Mr. Gorman tfien stated that on 
Wednesday, the 5th instant, he had 446 applicants for relief on his books; that 
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Captain after going with them to the workhouse, he was told by the guardians that no 
E. Kennedy, relief could be had ; he then told Mr. Cox, in the Board-room, that it was enough 
• — for the creatures to be starving, and not to be perished waiting outside at the 

14 June 1850, j^g them to go home, and that it %vas unnecessary for them to 

make a fresh application, as their names would remain on his books until they 
could be relieved ; that from that day np to Wednesday last the numbers in- 
creased to 579; that on his way to Kilrush he met some of the paupers, who 
told him that Mr. Rick Fitzpatrick, one of the parish guardians, desired them to 
remain at home, and not to go to Kilrush, as he saw no possibility of their 
being relieved ; that on receiving that communication he went to Mr. Fitz- 
patrick’s house, who told him the same as stated by the paupers. That he 
then met Mr. Ben Cox, who also told him that it was better leave them at 
home, and not to drag them to Kilrush, where they could not be relieved ; 
that he (the relieving officer) told Mr. Cox that the guardians had a right to 
make a Board order on Saturday; or when they knew on Monday that these 
persons could not be relieved, they had a right to send circulars to the relieving 
officers, to have the paupers prevented from going to Kilrush. I met some of 
the paupers on their way to Kilrush, and told them what Mr. Cox stated to me, 
but that it was not in my power to prevent them, as I had no orders to that 
effect; that consequently it was optional to use their own discretion. When 
I reached Kilrush I told the guardians that my paupers were outside ; they said, 

I might let them home, as niy own guardians did not attend. I went out, and 
told the creatures so; but I critically met Mr. Lynch, the assistant commissioner, 
and Captain Kennedy, both of whom directed me to go immediately, and tell the 
guardians they would be acting illegally it they did not admit them ; as three 
formed a Board, they had a right to do the business of every district in the union 
if necessary, as well as one. . 1 did as I was directed, and Mr. Taylor and Mr. 
O’Donnell said that my parish guardians did not attend to their paupers when 
they were absent themselves. Kilkee was then called, and Kilrush next. Some 
of my paupers were listening at the time, and told the rest of it ; and in my 
opinion that was what made them go home, as the night was coming on, and they 
having a distance of some 10, 12, or 14 miles, together with having to cross the 
ferry. When Kilrush was finished, I looked ibout me, and seeing some of iny 
paupers present, I searched my books until I met with the names of a tew who 
were admitted. It then got so dark that it was necessary to have candles lit, 
when Mr. O’Donnell and Mr. Taylor said they w'ould wait no longer, as the 
‘ Moyarla’ guardians were equally responsible, and hud a right to attend. I then 
admitted a few more on my own responsibility.” 

390. The result of that evidence is, that many of those paupers who were 
drowned had travelled repeatedly in vain to apply for relief, either in or out of the 
■workhouse?— It appears from this evidence that they had applied, and had not 
been decided upon. 

391. Lord Can you undertake to say that those 38 persons drowned 

were refused relief by the guardians? — I have not the slightest personal knowledge 
of the fact. I was not there all the time ; I was present for a very short time, but 
I do not know personally w^hether they were refused or not. 

392. Do you not think that even if they had received relief they would have 
been drowned all the same on their way home?— Of course it would have made 
no difference if they had been decided on that day ; their cases being decided or 
not did not affect the circumstance of their being drowned. 

393. Were they not applicants for out-door relief? — I do not know. 

394. Mr. Clments.] If they had received relief, would they not have been 
equally ‘obliged to return by that boat? — Probably- When the matter was 
reported to the Poor-law Commissioners 1 called upon the relieving officer for his 
report of the circumstances ; and probably that would give the best information 
which could be had upon the subject. I will read it if the Committee desire. 

395. If they had received relief after applying for it, would they not equally 
have been obliged to return by that boat? — ^No doubt of it ; that is out-door relief. 

396. Sir L. O’Brien.] Can you’say that any one of them had been to ask for 
relief? — I cannot say of my own knowledge. 

397. Mr. C. Leiois.'] Is there anything in the evidence that you read which 
shows that any of the persons who passed in the boat were refused relief? — The 
relieving officer states so in his evidence ; he does not state that they were refused, 
but he states that their cases were not heard. 

398. Does 
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308. Does anything more than this appear, that those persons went to the Cspfai.i 
woV&onse in order to apply for relief, bnt that their cases were not heard A.E.Kemei^. 

That seems to be the sum of it. r 

399. Then is there anything to show that they were refused relief by the H Jane 1050. 

guardians ? — Nothing. . , , j ■ 

400. Is there anything more than a casual connexion between the drowning 
of those persons and their application for relief ? — That is a matter of opinion ; 

I do not think that there is any necessary connexion between the two events 

at all. . . ■ 

401. Had the guardians any reason to suppose that either granting reliel 
or refusing relief would lead to the drowning of any of those persons ?— Certainly 

"°402. Chairman.'] Are you aware whether those parties were not demanding 
relief in any shape in which they could get it, not out-door relief alone, and 
whether they would not have been satisfied with in-door relief if it had been 
afforded them ? — It appears from the relieving officer’s sworn evidence that he 
admitted some of the batch in attendance upon that day on his own responsibility ; 



ne stales so. ... . ,..01,1.- 

403. Mr. Clements.'] Is it not a part of the instructions to relieving othcers, that 
in cases of urgent necessity they shonld give an order for admission without 
seeing the guardians? — No doubt of it. 

404. Then it is to be presumed that those cases for which an order was not 
given to the workhouse were not cases of urgent necessity 9 — That does not appear 
from the evidence. It appears from the relieving officer’s evidence that the cases 
were not heard at all, and that he admitted those who were admitted simply 
because he thought they were urgent cases. 

405. Mr. Monsell.'] As a rule, would not the relieving officer relieve all persons 
whose cases he considered to be urgent cases upon the relief list?— He could give 
temporary relief, but only to the next Board day ; when once he brings them before 
the Board his responsibility ends. 

406. I wish to call your attention particularly to this number of persons who, 
as I understand, came to the Board for relief on that day, and whose cases were 
not investigated ; in that instance, if their cases were urgent, the relieving officer 
had a perfect right to give them temporary relief, had he not 9 — ^No doubt of it. 

407. Did he do so ? — I am not aware that he did. 

40S' Then if he did not do so, he did not consider them, I suppose, argent cases? 

stands thus : it seems that this relieving officer brought those persons to the 

workhouse 1 there was a very great pressure, which I am personally aware of, on 
that day • and it appears from the evidence that the guardians sat so late that they 
were obliged to light the candles, and ultimately they went away without hearing 

* AorTord Naas.] Had not the relieving officer distinct orders from all the 
guardians to give relief in cases of urgent necessity? — Decidedly; those are the 
Commissioners’ distinct instractibns. 

41 0. Do you know the number who attended that day r* — I do not ; but it was 



411 Do not you know that the numbers were so great that it was impossible 
for the guardians to attend to them all?— I think it would be very difficult for 

tlie.guardians to get through them in one day. 

412 Are you aware that on that day a great many names were called, to which 
no answers were given 9—1 have heard it stated so ; the relieving officer states m 
his sworn evidence here, that when many of his parties were called they did not 



*^*^4^2. Mr. Clements:] Did not you attend on the Board on that day?— I was at 
the Board for a short time, and I then left the Board with Mr. Lynch, the district 
inspector, to go up to the northern part of the union. . 

414. The Earl of and Surrey.] Are you aware yourself instances m 

which parties have been neglected in their applications for relief ?— The relieving 
officers have reported so, and I believe that on many occasions paupers were brougnt 
to the workhouse and were sent away again without their cases being decided on 
or heard. That, I believe, there is no doubt about. v f k ■ 

415. And at times then there was nothing special to prevent such reliel being 

given! — Nothing that I am aware of. ' . 

^416. Can you call to mind any particular instances which you can give us9— 
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Captain The relieving officer has mentioned some instances here, which I can probably turn 
A. Kennedy, to. I see on one occasion, on the 15th of February 1850, the Commissioners 

wrote to the Board of Guardians, stating that they had received a report “ that at 

14 June 1850. meeting of the guardians ” on the 31st ultimo, for the admission of paupers, 
two guardians only attended j the paupers were however decided upon on that day. 

I think Colonel Vandeleur attended upon that day, and decided upon the whole of 
the paupers till a late hour j but that is not, of course, an instance of that which is 
asked of me. 

417. Mr. C. Ltwis^ Have you been in the habit yourself of attending the 
meetings of the Board of Guardians ? — Almost invariably. 

418. From your own experience of the proceedings of the guardians, should 
you say that cases of applicants have been often neglected by the guardians ? — I 
should not say often, but they certainly have sometimes. 

419. Will you explain more fully your meaning, when you say they have been 
sometimes neglected ? — On different occasions ; certainly I have known of three 
or four occasions. 

420. In the course of what time did those three or four occasions occur ? — ^They 
have occurred since last December. 

421. Then you state that there have been three or four occasions of neglect of 
applicants since the beginning of December last ? — Certainly. 

422. How many persons do you think have had their cases neglected since the 
beginning of December last ? — A relieving officer stated to me that the whole 
relief district, comprising, I think he slates, 500 persons, were in that position. 

423. But how many cases have fallen under your personal observation when 
you have been attending the Board of Guardians ?— I have seen sometimes a 
whole district sent away unheard by the guardians. However, I must qualify that 
in this way, by stating that the guardians were very much pressed at the time, 
and it is probable they could not get through the business without adjourning to 
another day, which, however, they did not do. 

424. How many times have the guardians sat in each week since the beginning 
©f December last ? — Sometimes twice, and sometimes three times. 

425. At what hour did they begin to sit? — That was very uncertain ; sometimes 
they did not begin to hear applicants probably till two, or half-past two o*clock. 

426. How many hours did they sit? — On many occasions they commenced at 
twelve. I may explain what the custom was, which will account for the occasions 
when the paupers were not heard. It was customary for the guardians of a par- 
ticular district to decide upon the paupers of their own district, and if those- 
guardians absented themselves the other guardians thought themselves relieved 
from the responsibility of deciding their cases, and it was on those occasions 
that the negligence spoken of occurred. 

427. "Was there any occasion, except the occasion of non-attendance of guardians 
of particular districts, on which neglect to hear cases occurred ? — 1 think not. 

428. How many instances have occurred in which the guardians of districts did 
not attend, and in which the cases of their districts were not heard, since the 
beginning of December ? — 1 think certainly three. 

429. Can you give any explanation why the guardians of the district did not 
attend upon these particular occasions.^ — I cannot. 

430. Were the cases heard on the following day of the meeting of the Board, 
when the guardians from that district attended ? — That I am not prepared to say. 

431. Do you know of any serious consequences having arisen from the neglect 
of the guardians of any district to attend, and from the consequent non-hearing 
of the cases ; can you speak to that ? — There were several cases where death 
ensued, and I believe it was traceable to those causes. 

432. Mr. Monsell^ Was it the habit of the Board to require personal attend- 
ance on the part of the paupers ? — Personal attendance on the part of the paupers, 
invariably. 

433. Chairman.'] You have referred to the report of Mr. Lynch to the . Com- 
missioners ; he, I believe, is the district inspector ? — ^He is. 

434. Will you read the concluding passage in that report? — “It is not safe to 
leave the lives of those persons depending on the present guardians of Kilrush 
Union.” 

435. Mr. C. Lezeis.] Were you yourself present on any of the occasions upon 
which relief was refused in consequence of the absence of the guardians of the 
district? — Relief was not refused, but tbeir cases were not entertained. 

43 ^ 5 . Were 
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436. Were you aware of persons having gone away without having been 
attended to, in consequence of such absence ? — I was. 

437. Did you at that time anticipate that any serious consequences would 
arise from the non-hearing of those cases ? — I certainly did, from the appearance 
of the people. 

438. Did you take any step in consequence of that impression? — I have 
stated so in my report to the Commissioners. 

439. Will you state now what steps you took ? — I simply reported the matter, 
which was the only step I could take. 

440. To whom ? — To the Commissioners. 

441 . Did you represent the matter to the guardians ? — I represented the matter, 
and Mr. Lynch, the district inspector, also did so, on the same occasion. 

442. Did you represent the matter to the guardians or the relieving officer? — I 
brought it before the guardians. 

443. Did you represent the matter to the relieving officer ? — The relieving 
officer was the person concerned ; he represented it to the guardians, and his 
report to the guardians is here. 

444. Had not the relieving officer the power of giving relief in cases of urgent 
necessity? — Up to the Board day, and then he would bring the pauper before 
the Board; but I conceive not beyond that period; when the relieving officer 
brings the pauper before the Board, I conceive that his discretion is ended. 

445. If the case has not been heard, you conceive that the power of the 
relieving officer ceases? — Yes, instances occurred where the relieving officers were 
found fault with by the Board of Guardians for giving temporary relief beyond 
the Board day. 

446. Were those cases in which the applications had been heard and decided 
upon, or were they cases in which the applications had not been heard ? — Cases 
in which the applications had not been heard. 

447. Lord I^aas.'] Do you mean not heard in consequence of the Board not 
sitting on that day? — In consequence of the guardians of that particular district 
not being present ; I think the blanie is attributable to the guardians of particular 
districts, and probably not to the Board generally, for that was the custom, and 
a very objectionable one it is. 

448. Mr. Clements^ Is the Committee to understand that applicants for relief 
having attended for the purpose of obtaining relief, and their cases not having 
been heard, the relieving officers having given those parties temporary relief, 
considering them cases of urgent necessity, have been reproved afterwards by the 
guardians for having done so? — Certainly. 

449. On those occasions did you state anything to the relieving officers as to 
what their duty was in case of a recurrence of the circumstance ? — My instructions 
to the relieving officers were, to put the fact upon the face of their application 
report book, that the paupers had been brought forward on a certain day, and that 
they had not been heard ; and sometimes the relieving officers reported to me that 
fault w as found with them because they had made that entry upon the face of their 
books. 

450. Did you ever tell the relieving officers that their responsibility as to giving 
relief, in cases of urgent necessity, could not be removed by anything that the 
guardians did ? — Those are their distinct instructions from the Commissioners, and 
I have impressed those instructions upon the relieving officers frequently. 

451. Lord Naas.l Has this rule, that the paupers of a certain electoral division 
should not be attended to unless the guardians of that division were there, been 
acted up to since the 6rst week of December? — I think it has not for the greater 
portion of that time ; Colonel Vandeleur has ruled the books himself, as chairman 
of the Board. 

452. Mr. C. Lewis."] Did you not state that those cases of neglect to hear 
applications, in consequence of the absence of the guardians of the district, had 
all occurred since December last ? — A certain portion of them since December 
last. Colonel Vandeleur ruled the books, but they have occurred since 
December. 

453. Lord Naas?} But still you are aware that this rule which you mentioned 
yourself, that there should be no relief given to the paupers of certain electoral 
divisions, unless the guardians of that electoral division attended at the Board, 
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Cariiin has not been acted up to since December?— There was no rule, but that was the 
^4. Did not that custom cease on Colonel Vandeleur’s return on the first, week 

14 June 1850. of December f— I think not. , , r v ' f 1 1 

ass. Mr. ClenrnU.], You stated that the cases of appbcants for rehei for whole 
districts were not considered in three different days 1 I did. _ „ 

4,56. In any of those three days were their cases considered by Colonel Van- 
deleur ’ — I think they were not. 

457. Mr. C. Lewi:] Can you specify the days ?— I think there is a report 
from the relieving officer here on the subject. 

458. Chairmm:] Will you fill up that statement on 

^ 'Tso Lord IVans.] Will you just take that report of Mr. Lynch’s on the 13th 
of December in your hand; it is stated there “There are over 100 persons 
huddled together in the out-offices of a house in the village of Dom.beg ; diey were 
lately evicted; and amongst this number I saw no description of food but a few 
verv inferior turnips;” who took those houses ?—T hose houses were originally 
taken by the relieving officer to provide for, I believe, somewhere between 400 
and 500 persons about to be evicted ; at least notice was served for the eviction 

°^46o. When was that ?— I can refer to the exact date, if you will allow me ; about 
the 16th of October 1849. 

461. They were taken then? — Yes. . . „ 

462. By the vice-guardians ? — By the relieving ^cer. 

462. With the consent of the vice-guardians?— Of course. 

464 Was that transaction entered in the minutes of the Board .—1 am not 
aware that it was, for they were only taken from week to week. , 

46*5. Was the sanction of the Commissioners asked ? — Not that I am aware ot. 
466. Was the present Board made acquainted by you with the state of those 
people on the vice-guardians resigning office ?— Those places were merelv taken 
by the relieving officer originally for one week, at the rate of 7 s. 0 d. for one 
week to afford shelter to 400 persons who were turned out from day to day and 
from hour to hour in parts of the district so distant that they could not get to tlie 
workhouse proper for shelter if they had wished to go ; they were turned out with 
their little furniture by the roadside, and this place was taken to afford shelter for 

What number ot vacancies were there in the workhouse at the time those 
houses’ were taken 1—1 cannot state, but certainly a very considerable number. 

468 Is tliere any document that you can refer to that will show the number ol 
vacancies in tbe workhouse at the time the vice-guardians took those houses r— 

I cannot state ; but there were probably 300 or 400. 

469. Were there not 800 vacancies ?— There might he; 1 cannot state the 

number. . „ t -n 

470. Will you undertake to say there were not 800 vacancies?—! will not. 

471. What were the numbers that were put into those houses by the vice- 
guardians at the time they were taken? — The relieving officer put them in; I 
cannot state the number ; they were put in as they were turned out of their 

dwellings. t /-i 

472. Were they under 300 r — Certainly. I may perhaps state to the Lommittee 
what this transaction was ; it was simply this : there was a district to the north- 
ward and westward of Kilrush where there were eviction notices served involving 
the eviction of about 400 persons ; the relieving officer stated to the vice-guardians 
that those people’s houses were knocked down at all hours, sometimes late in the 
evenintr, and their things were put out by the roadside, and there was a number 
of young children and old women frequently without shelter for the night ; it was 
in the month of October that they took those houses ; the relieving officer was 
desired to take this place as a temporary shelter for those persons during the month 
that they were entitled to relief under the Eviction Act. 

473. They took this place notwithstanding that during this time there were a 
considerable number of vacancies in the workhouse ? — ^There were ; but many of 
those persons relieved under the Eviction Act could not get with their furniture 
and goods to the workhouse, and they would not come into tbe workhouse to 

leave them. . , 

474. Mr. MonselL] That is the only class of persons that you were authorized 
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bv law to provide shelter for ? — You may provide shelter for anybody iu need captain 

A. E. Kennedi/. 

475. Provided they had admitted into the workhouse that 300 or 400, that — 

would have prevented your applying the workhouse test, so called, to others ? — H June 1850. 
It might. 

476. Lord NaasJ] You cannot say that it would ? — I cannot ; but the object 
of taking those houses was to enable those poor unfortunate persons to gather their 
furniture or goods together in a place of shelter, because they remained in their 
houses to the last moment ; and their furniture was all put out, with any little goods 
they had, and of course they would not carry them to the workhouse, it was too 
distant, and this house was taken as a measure of humanity as the only means of 
affording them shelter. 

477. Chairman.'] The whole expense of that house was 7s. 6 d. a week r— 

It was. • • j • L 1 

478. Mr. MonselL] Was that one of the houses which you visited with the 
Earl of Arundel and Surrey ? — I think it was, but it was prior to its being taken 
by the relieving officer ; after it was given up by the guardians the owner of it 
allowed many of the people to remain in it. 

479. Were not complaints made by the inhabitants of the village that a great 
many bad characters crowded into those houses? — I never heard such com- 
plaints made. If you will allow me to correct that answer, I should state that 
there was a complaint made, but that complaint was made by a member of the 
Kilrush Board of Guardians to the Poor-law Commissioners ; the maUer was 
inquired into on oath before the chairman of the Kilrush Board of Guardians and 
the other guardians, and here is the evidence on the inquiry, if the Committee wish 

to have it. , . , i 

480. What is the result ? — The complaint was that this house was taken pos- 
session of by a number of paupers, and that I proceeded there upon a certain day j 
that I turned those paupers out in the snow, and that they suffered very greatly 
in consetjuence ; that they were obliged to break into the chapel for want of other 
refuge ; this was stated in a memorial from a member of the Kilrush Board of 
Guardians to the Poor-law Commissioners. When I referred to the relieving 
officer he stated, and everybody else stated and swore, that 1 went to this house 
for the purpose of giving some relief, from private charity, to those unfortunate 
creatures ; it was snowing at the time, and he had received orders from that very 
guardian who sent the memorial to turn those paupers out, and I forbade him to 
do so in consequence of the inclemency of the weather, and he did not do so till 
the following day. 

481. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] From whom were those orders re- 
ceived ?— The relieving officer swore that it was this very guardian who presented 
this memorial who gave him those orders. 

482. W^ho is that?—A Mr. Studdart. 

483. How was the notice given as to those evictions, that the people were 
about to be evicted by anybody ? — ^Notice was served upon the relieving officer, 
and of course conveyed from him to the guardians 5 I may likewise state as to 
this house, that it was impossible for those people to get shelter elsewhere in the 
neighbourhood ; as it is the usual custom that when parties are turned out, they 
are forbidden shelter upon the townlands from which they are turned out, and 
this was the only house that could be obtained. 

484. Lord iVaas.] Except the workhouse?— Yes. 

485. Can you state when the guardians offered relief to the persons in this 
house, in the workhouse, how many of them came in ? — ^I know that there w^re 
two cart loads brought in who could not walk, and two of them died in less than 

24 hours after they came ill. , v r- i 1 

486. But you cannot tell what proportion of them accepted relief in the work- 

house? I cannot; but a number of them broke into the chapel and slept there 



afterwards. , 

487. Can you attribute the wretched state of those poor people there to any 
neglect by the Board of Guardians ? — I cannot certainly. 

488. Mr. Clements:] I)o you mean to say that two of those persons died 24 

hours after they were brought in ? — Yes. . 

489. Can you tell whether they had been receiving out-door relief previously . 

— I believe they had. j 

0.52. F 4 490. Did 
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490. Did not jou inquire!— No; many persons die after admission to the 
workhouse ; and it is not my duty to inquire into every such case. 

491. If persons were on out-door relief, and were ordered into the workhouse, 

thev would be struck off the list for out-door relief!— Yes. 

402 Do a number of paupers often die, on admission to the workhouse, after 
having been for some time on the list of out-door relief f— No doubt of it. 

4Q-^ They do? — Yes. „ , . , n w nr • • • . ' 

4Q4 Mr C Leivis.] What is the cause of their death ?— My opimoa is that 
thejare ge’tieraily brought down to that state by giving a portion of their food 

Monsell.'] What was the condition of those persons who were 
crowded into the houses taken by the relieving officers for evicted tenants ?— They 

could scarcely be worse. , . 1 . r j 1 

406 Will you stale what the largest number is that you have ever found col- 
lected together in one cabin ?— I have seen certainly above 40 persons in one cabin. 

497. Can you give any idea of the dimensions of the cabin ? — The usual sized 
cabin, with two small apartments. , , , , 

408 Have you seen them collected together in such numbers that there was 
hardly room for them to lie on the floor at night ?— I have seen that even in the 
town of Kilrush. 

499. Confining yourself to the place you have been speaking of, the village ot 
Doonbeo", do you remember endeavouring to make out the number of blankets 
that there were among a very large number of families collected together in one 
of those houses?— I do ; I have frequently made the same inquiries. 

500. What number of blankets were there ?— I think on many occasions I 
found that there was not one blanket amongst 20 persons. 

501. I am speaking particularly of the houses taken by the relieving officer, 
for the purpose of relieving the evicted tenants: speaking of those houses only, I 
want to know if you observed the condition of the people? — The only thing the 
relieving officer gave those parties was shelter, and probably fuel ; some turf. 

502. What night covering had the persons in those houses? — Generally the 
whole of that class of population in that part of the country are utterly without 
night covering ; they have a very great want even of rags to cover them ; they 
sleep and live in what they stand in. 

503. After a little time remaining in the circumstances you have spoken of, 
what physical change did you observe in the people, particularly in the chil- 
dren ? — The children generally became attenuated and dropsical. 

504. Do you know what is called the famine dropsy ? — Yes, I know what is 
called famine dropsy. 

505. Will you just describe to the Committee what you mean by the words 
“ famine dropsy”? — The limbs of the children generally become attenuated and 
wasted, and their abdomens become swollen, and when they get into that stage 
it is only a question of time; they never recover. 

506. Have you seen a very large number of persons in that state ? — A very 
large number. 

507. Have you been able to make out what became of the persons who, having 
been accommodated for the month for which by law the relieving officer is allowed 
to provide accommodation for evicted tenants ; have you been able to trace what 
became of them after that month was over? — 1 may state that that section of the 
Act has not been much acted upon in the union, only occasionally; but generally 
speaking, you find that they become vagrants ; they wander from place to place, 
or live in some miserable place in a bog, or behind a ditch, or somewhere in the 
open air till they become broken down, and they generally end in the poor-house 
if they do not die before. 

508. Were a large number of those 12,000 persons who were, on account of 
the financial condition of the union, unavoidably deprived of relief in the begin- 
ning of December, in the condition you have been describing? — They were, a 
very large portion of them ; I may say almost the whole. 

509. were a large number of those persons, persons who had been evicted 
from their holdings ? — Yes, a very considerable portion of them. 

510. How do you imagine those persons lived during the period that the out- 
door relief ceased r — A very considerable number upon the charity which was 
given in the shape of turnips, by farmers and occupiers; there was a great deal 
of private charity, certainly. 

5»». By 
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51 1. By whom was this private charity given?-—! have seen a large sum Capuin 
disbursed by the St. Vincent rie Paul society, in the town of Kilrush. 

512. Will you be so good at present as to confine yourself to the rural districts? “ ~ 

In the rural districts the priests on many occasions had some funds at their ‘ 

disposal, funds entrusted to them by charitable persons, and they expended those 

funds in turnips. I have known some of them expend considerable sums at 
that period in turnips for the people. They were bought at a very low price. 

513. Then you consider that those persons, during the time that out-door 
relief was stopped, lived upon turnips r — They lived upon turnips principally ; upon 
shell fish, and also upon sea-weed. 

514. Did you observe any great change in the appearance of the people at the 
expiration of the month or six weeks, or whatever period it was, for which this 
out-door relief was stopped ? — Greatly for the worse. 

515. Are there in the different little villages in the Kilrush Union, I exclude the 
village of Kilkee, small village shops at which food is sold? — Very few, with a 
very small supply. 

516. Have you any means of knowing what amount of store of food there was 
in tlie hands of those shopkeepers at the period we are now speaking of? — I know 
on one occasion, at the period I think about which we are now speaking, that Mr. 

Lynch, in the village of Doonbeg, saw the people in such a wretched slate that he 
wanted to expend 10 s. in bread, and he could only get a few shillings’ worth of 
bread in the whole village, or nearer than Kilrush. 

517. How far is Doonbeg from Kilrush? — About four miles and a half, or five 
miles. 

518. Then you conceive that at this period there really was no food in the dis- 
trict upon which they could subsist except turnips.’’ — I believe none. 

519. Were there any potatoes which had been reserved for seed consumed at 
that period ?— I do not think any potatoes were consumed at that period ?— I do 
not think even comfortable farmers consumed any potatoes at that time. 

520. Do not the subsequent events that have happened show that at that 
period there was a considerable amount of potatoes in that district? — ^They do. 

521. Where were those potatoes stored? — I believe they were generally kept 
under the beds of those who had them. 

522. Were they in any instances that you know accessible, so that the people 
could, if they pleased, have taken them away ; stolen them ?— Very few of them 
were pitted out of doors. 

523. Do you know of any instances where they wore pitted out of doors? — 

I cannot recall any instances where I know they were pitted out of doors. 

524. During the period of which we have been speaking was there any increase 
of theft in the union? — There was one, an unusual occurrence; I think it was 
about that time that there were seven or eight sheep stolen from the priest of a 
parish in the union. 

525. Chairman.] That was Mr. Meehan, was it not? — Yes. 

526. Did not he refuse to prosecute, stating that he knew the people to be in 
such a state of starvation that he was on the whole rather glad than sorry that 
they had got the food ? — He said so. 

527. Mr. MonselL] But will you be so good as to answer the question ; was 
there any increase of theft generally 1 — I think there was not any very great 
increase of crime ; the people were in so bad a state, even while getting out-door 
relief, that they would steal or pilfer anything they could get in the way of food, 
but I do not think there was any marked increase that I can recall to my recol- 
lection. 

528. Will you state what are the usual circumstances of the farmers througliout 
the Union of Kilrush ; are there interspersed among those miserable people any 
large number of comfortable farmers ? — Certainly not. 

529^ Are there any large number, for instance, of slated houses? — ^There are 
very few slated houses in the union. 

530. What was the general state of the small farmers in the union atthat 
period ? — I think the small farmers were suffering themselves severely. 

531. And there were none but small farmers, I think I collected from your pre- 
vious answer, who could give relief to those poor people ? — None. • ^ 

532. And still relief was given to a considerable extent in turnips.-' — Un- 
doubtedly. 

0.52. G 533- And 
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533. And that relief came from people who were in a distressed state them- 
selves?— I heard of one farmer in the parish of Kilmurry who was stated to have 
given turnips to a greater amount in value than his rates came to during that 

period. . , ^ . 

534. What did the small farmers themselves live upon at that period ?— Indian 

meal usually, or barley meal. - t j- 

535. Where did the fanners procure money to purchase the Indian meal and 

barley*^— They grew the latter ; turnips they gave away, for they had very little 
stock to feed upon them ; and there was a considerable quantity of turnips grown 
in small patches last year; many persons were induced to plant them. I myself 
gave out a considerable quantity of seed entrusted to me for that purpose by the 
Society of Friends. . , , . , 

536. Mr. Ckmenls.] Did they mix turnips with their meal ?— Occasionally. 

537. Not always ? — I cannot say. 

538. Mr. MonselL'] Do you believe that in consequence of the cessation ot out- 
door relief any considerable number of deaths took place? — Not immediately con- 
sequent upon it, but I think that was the cause of subsequent mortality. 

539. Did mortality considerably increase in the month of February, for in- 
stance, as compared with the previous months of November and December ? 

It did. , • . 

540. Chairman.'] Have you got a list of the deaths that occurred in the work- 
house in continuous weeks from November onwards ? I have. 

541. Has not there been a continuous increase in the number of deaths that 
occurred in the workhouse from November to the present time?— There has 
been almost a steady increase, with the exception of one or two weeks : this is the 
table for 1850 {producing the same). 

542. Is the whole of this for 1850?— No; that is from October the 0th, 



543. What was the number of deaths in the workhouse during the month of 

November 1849?— In the month of November 1849 I think there were 21 
deaths. , r 

544. In the month of December, how many ? — In the month of Decem- 



ber, 71. 

545. In the month of January, how many ? — In 



the month of January 1850 



I think there were 146. 

546. In the month of February, how many ? — In the four weeks there were 

137* 

547. In the month of March? — One hundred and forty-three. 

548. Have you got the number in April? — The number from the 30^*^ 
March is 202. 

549. Mr. Clements.] Will you turn to the month of April 1848 in your own 
return, and state how many there were then? — In April 1848 there were 210. 

550. And in March 1848? — In March 1848, 177. 

551. And in February 1848? — One hundred and thirty-two. 

552. In January 1 848 ? — Two hundred and forty. 

553. Mr. MonselL] Do you conceive that the number of deaths in the work- 
house of which you have been speaking had anything to do with the disinclination 
of the people to go into it ? — Undoubtedly. 

554. Have you observed, in the course of going about the union, any number of 
persons apparently, dying on account of want of food and sufEcienl shelter, who 
still have refused to go into the workhouse ? — Certainly. 

555. To what cause do you principally attribute that? — I think that there are 
various causes. 

556. Do you consider one of the principal causes to be that the people in that 
district, on account of the number of bogs there, have been accustomed to a very 
large supply of fuel ? — I think it is one of the principal causes ; they complain 
more of the deprivation of fuel, of the want of sufficient warmth in the workhouses, 
than of any other part of the discipline of the workhouse. 

5.57. Do not the people frequently tell you, when asked, that they would prefer 
dying out of the workhouse to going into the workhouse? — It has been stated to 
the guardians that they have done so, and they have proved it practically. 

558. Mr. C. Lewis^ Is not the workliouse kept warm? —I think not sufficiently 
so for the habits and coudition of the people. 

559. Are they not much bettef clothed in the workhouse than they would be in 

their 
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their own cabins ? — I think so ; I think, generally speaking, they have been insuf- 
ficiently clothed in the Kilrush workhouse. 

560. But as compared with their own cabins, are they better clothed in tlie 
workhouse ? — They are certainly. 

561. Chairman.^ Are they barefooted upon the stone floors ?~Shoes have not 
been usually given to any extent in the workhouse of Kilrush. 

562. Have they alwavs seats sufficient to sit upon, or are they compelled to sit 
upon the stone floors ?--The day rooms are, generally speaking, I think, insuf- 
ficiently provided with seats of any kind. 

563. Have not you frequently seen the inmates, females as well as males, 
sitting upon the cold stone floors? — They do squat upon the floor. 

564. Mr. Clements.'] What are the floors, flag or clay? — The dining hall 
is flagged, the remainder is clay floor. 

565. The day rooms are, what ? — They are not flagged ; they are clay. 

566. Then the parties sitting on the floors are sitting upon clay floors r— 

Yes. , ^ 

567. What do they sit upon in their own cabins? — ^They generally sit upon the 
floor or stools. 

568. Mr. MonselL] In point of fact, have not they been very comfortable in 
the workhouse? — I do not think any fault can be found generally with the 
workhouse. 

569. Are not the people in the workhouse very much more comfortable than in 
their cabins ? — 1 think they are in some workhouses particularly so. 

570. Are they more inviting than the workhouses of the Kilrush Union ? — 
I think so; I think there has been very generally a want of fire, which they 
complain of. 

571. Has there been any change with reference to fire since the vice-guardians 
went out of office? — Yes; there has been a considerably less consumption of 
fuel. 

572. Are there not the same number of fires kept up ? — No. 

573. Why are they not kept up?— In some seasons fires are omitted alto- 
gether. 

574. I am now speaking of the winter? — During the winter I think the firing 
is iusuflicient ; the medical officer has so stated, and I think he judged correctly 



in so stating. « xr . 

575. Are not fires kept up in all the fire-places in the workhouse ? — Yes ; but 
insufficient fires ; a small quantity of turf only being allowed. 

576. Did the present Board of Guardians make any alteration with regard to 
the rules as to the supply of fuel ? — They did. 

577. Did they make that by minute? — By minute; I think there is a minute 
upon the book on the subject. 

578. Can you point out that minute, or give us the effect of it?— I cannot 

find the minute at this moment, but it was to the effect that fires were not 
to be allowed from such and such a period, unless directed by the medical 
officer. ^ • • 1 

579. Does that apply to the period of which we are speaking, which is the 

S eriod of winter, namely, the months of December, January, February, and 
larch ? — I am not prepared to say actually what the period was when that 
minute was put forth. 

579*. But, in point of fact, was there a less amount of fuel burned in the 
Kilrush workhouse in those months than there was in the corresponding months 
in which the vice-guardians were in office? — I think there was. 

580. And you conceive that that alteration was made by order of the Board 
of Guardians?— I believe it was; I presume it could not have otherwise been 
made. 



.581. Mr. Clements^ Wbat is the weekly cost of maintenance per head in the 
Kilrush workhouse ? — It has varied ; sometimes it has been as low as 10 d., and 



as high as 1 5 d. 

582. Mr. MonselL] To return to the questions I was asking you with regard 
to the increased mortality in the district immediately subsequent to the time when 
out-door relief was stopped, can, you tell me whether out of the bouse there was 
any large increase of mortality? — ^There certainly was not at that immediate period. 

583. But at a period subsequent to that; at the period at which you concave 
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that the privations which the people suffered during that time began to take effect ? 

— 1 think that there was an increase; but there was a singular absence of mor- 
talitv among the paupers out of doors during that period ; it was less than it 
has ever been since I have been in Kilrush, during the period that those stoppages 

of food, or irregularities in giving food, occurred. 

584. Did the increase bring the mortality up to a point equal to or larger than 
that which it reached at the worst period you remember during the time you 
have had charge of the union ?— Certainly not ; at otlier periods I know that the 
mortality quadrupled what it reached then. 

585. Do you consider that the condition of the people was belter then than at 

other periods to which you allude ?~There was less sickness. We know from 
the returns of mortality in particular workhouses, that at certain seasons and 
certain times, in the unions generally, the mortality increases and decreases, and 
it is not easv to account for those facts. , . j v 

586. Vou have said that a large number of the 1 2,000 people who had been 
receiving out-door relief were persons who bad been ejected from their holdings. 
Have you been able to trace the history of any of that large number of families 
that had been ejected from their holdings? — I have, of several. 

587. Will you just, in as few words as you can, tell the Committee what that 

history has been ? — have known some cases where, probably within the year or 
the year after those people had been deprived of their houses or their shelter, 
almost the whole family has been swept away. ^ . 1 u 

588. Have yoii known that in a large number of instances: — I have no doubt 

that it is the case from the condition in which I have seen the people genially ; 
the circumstance of the very old or the very young being deprived of sufficient 
shelter, and left in the places in which they live, damp holes or behind diicbes, 
frequeittly must, I think, sooner or later end fatally. , . , , 

589. Ckairman.] In fact all those parties so left in positions in which they- 
would almost necessarily be carried away by gradual decay, were, in the eye of 
the law, entitled to “ due ” relief, in the words of the statute r— I presume they 

were, being in that state of destitution. 

590. I think you said in the commencement of your examination that you did 
not consider relief in food alone, without anv allowance for shelter, clothing, or 
fuel, was due relief, according to the intention of the Legislature ?— I do not 

think it is. , . , 

591. Mr. Monsdi] Do you conceive that a large number of those persons are 
now reduced to a state in which their recovery is quite hopeless ?— I think so, 



592; bo you conceive that if they were to get food and employment now, they 
would be brought back to their former state? — I think the great mass of them 
are quite bevond ultimate recovery. 

593. Th^ under the most favourable circumstances what do you look forward 
to with regard to them ?— With respect to that class which I have spoken of, I 
think it is'’ only a question of time to end their existence. As to others, who are 
not perhaps in so broken down a condition, employment in some shape seems to 
me to be the only hope. 

594, Mr. C. Lewis.] It appears from returns recently presented, that the 
per'Centage of mortality in the workhouse of the Kilrush Union, in the month 
of March 1 849, was 4*9, that is nearly 5 ; in the same month of 1 850 it was 87 \ 

— Yes. • . V • • 1, 

595 * Now comparing those two rates of mortality with other unions in the 
south of Ireland, do you consider them to be high?— I consider them to be high 
as compared with other unions in Clare. I am not prepared to speak beyond 



596. Do you know what the mortality was in the Scariff workhouse, in the 
month of March 1850 ? — ^Ilisii‘8. 

597. Is not that higher than the mortality of the Kilrush workhouse for the same 

month ? — It is, . . t, . , , _ 

598. Will you state what the mortality in Lnnistymon workhouse was at the 

same date ? — 9 * 5 * , tt 1 l 1 r • 

509. Is not that higher than the mortality of the Kilrush workhouse? — It is. 
600 Then out of four unions in the county of Clare, two have a higher mor- 
tality than Kilrush Yes, for that particular period, the quarter ending March 



1850. 
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6oi So far then as any inference can be founded upon this return, would it Captain 

follow that the state of the population in the Ennistymon and Scariff Unions E. Ketmrd). 

was worse than that of the Kilrush Union ?-The mortality certainly is higher 

**602. If you compare the mortality in the Kilrush Union with the mortality in 
unions in other counties in Ireland, is the mortality in Kilrush workhouse 
extremely high?— I think the mortality in Kilrush since the commencement of 
1850 has been very high. . 

603 The mortality in the workhouse ? — ^The mortality in the workhouse. 

604! I am speaking of the comparative mortality ; what is the average mortality 
for the whole province of Munster during that period ?— 6‘5. 

605. Now will you refer to Midleton Union, in the county of Cork, and state 

the rate of mortality ?— It is 8'5. o t* 

606. Will you refer to the Listowel Union, m the county of Kerry ?— ft 
is there 12*3. 

607. The Kilmallock Union, in the county of Limerick ?— 13 ‘ 9 - 
60H. The Cashel Union, in the county of Tipperary ? — lO'i. 

609. The Clogheen UnionP—p-y. 

6jo. The Thurles Union?--ir2. , 

611. Looking at those facts, would you say that the mortality in Kilrush work- 
house was extremely high ? — I should say all those were extremely h^h. 

612 Chairman.'] They are selected as the highest in Munster ?— Yes. 

613. Lord JVaas.] What is the average mortality in the two half years, the one 

ending March 1849 ending March 1850 rr— I have already given it 

as to March 1850 ; in March 1849, in Kilrush it is 4-9. 

614. Then in 1850?— In 1850 it is 87. w • j vru 

615. Was there any difference between the mode adopted for in-door relief by 

the vice-guardians in the half year ending March 1849 and that adopted by the 
elected guardians in March 1 850 ?— None that I am aware of ; at least not to any 
great extent as to dietary or general management. . v • 

616. Was there no difference as to the treatment of meaical cases by the vice- 

guardians as to in-door paupers? — Not that I am aware of. 

617. Was there any difference between the mode of treatment ol medical cases 
generally by the vice-guardians and that adopted by the elected guardians?— Not 

that 1 am aware of. , „ , j- , 

618. Is it not the fact that the vice-guardians treated all the medical cases out- 
side the house, and that the elected guardians treated all the medical cases inside 
the house ?— No, it is not. I may explain probably, if I understand the question, 
what the facts were. Among the paupers on out-door relief during that period, 

March 1 840, there was a considerable prevalence of fever and other epidemic 
diseases; and on a representation to the Board of Health the vice-guardians 
appointed medical officers to certain districts, to afford relief to persons afflicted 
with fever and other epidemic diseases. , , j- j r 

6iq. So that during the half-year ending March 1849 the paupers who died ot 
fever and other epidemic diseases do not appear upon the face of this return. 

Those on the in-door relief list do. , 1 4 

620. Nor in the temporary hospitals ? — Those in the temporary hospitals do 



™62I. Has there been any treatment of that nature going on in the union during 
the half year ending March 1850 ?— For a portion of the half year. 

622. For what portion ? — 1 think up till probably the middle of November, 
from the 2Qth of September, during October, and I think to the middle of Novem- 
ber, they were so treated, and there are medical officers still under the same requi- 
sition in the union. , ^ . u ^ a 

622. Then there has not been any medical relief of the nature you alluded to 
given in the quarter ending March 1850 ?— There has, with the exception that tpe 
medical officer has been forbidden lo prescribe change of diet or nutriment. 
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POULETT SCROPE, Esq. in the Chair. 



Captain Arthur Edward Kennedy, called in; and further Examined. 

624 Chairman:] YOU were asked some questions on the first day of- your 
examination with respect to the financial condition of the union within the last 
year or two, in which yon stated that the estimated expenditure of the union for 
the year was 48,000 1, while ihe valuation of the entire union at the present tune 
is not likely to exceed 40,000 1 I think that was your statement r— I did so state. 

625 Can you put in any table showing the expenditure and valuation m detail? 

—I can lay before the Committee the estimate laid before the guardians for striking 
the rate from September till March 1850, which estimate was made out on the 5th 
of August 1849; that was for the half-year from September to March following, 
1850.“ By that estimate I see the total estimated expenditure for the year ending 
the 2.5th of March 1850 is48,394l. . 

626. If you add to that sum the debts of the union at that time, what would the 

total estimate be ?—The estimate would then be 80,062 L ^ 

627. That is for the union, whose total valuation you believe, as it existed m the 

year 1841, vvas 59,000/.?— Yes. , . 

628. And you believe that the present valuation, when the new valuation is com- 
pleted, will not exceed 46,000/.? — I do not think it will. 

629. Not one half of the liabilities of the union for that year ?.— The amount tor 

the expenses, and to pay off the debts. _ ^ t t 

630. Is the expenditure still upon the increase in the present year? — It may be 

satisfactory for me to show what has been the actual expenditure for the year 1849, 
to prove that this estimate is not verv much beyond the requirements ; I will hand 
in a tabular return, by which it appears that the .expenditure for the year ending 29th 
September 1849 amounted 10 39,588/. • , • 1 • 

631. What portion of that expenditure was levied in rates within the union? — 

^ 632.^How was the deficiency made up?— -The deficiency was made up by grants 
and loans from the British Relief Association and from the Government. 

633. And that rate of expenditure is still going on, and even increasing ; can we 

conclude from that that, the necessity for aid from the Government or from some 
extraneous source will still be increasing also? — Yes, I think it will certainly not 
decrease for this year. n j 

634. And during the last year it has far exceeded the amount of rates collected 

within the union? — Far exceeded ; the amount of rate collected was 16,595/. for 
the year ending 29th September 1849, and the expenses during the same period 
were 39,588/. . . • j • 

635. Does the same table give the poundage rate levied within the union during 

the last three years? — Itdoes. c. u o 

636. State what that amounts to ? — In the year ending 29 September 1847 
the average poundage levied in the year was 5«. gd., the total amount of rate 
made in the year ending 29 September 1 847 was 1 7,05 1 /., which made an average 
of 5 s. 9 d. upon the valuation. 

637. Mr. Clments.'] You slated that the poundage was 5 s. g d. for the year ; 
was that upon the amount levied, or upon the amount of the rate made? — That 
was the poundage upon the valuation of the union. 

638. Was it upon the amount levied or upon the amount of the rate made ! — 
The total rale made was 17,051 /, ; this amount was levied upon the valuation of 

59,000 
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50 000 I, and came to 5 s. gd. in the pound on that valuation. In the year 
eSino 2Q September 1849 there was a rate made amounting to 8,856!., which 
was an average poundage of 3 s. upon the valuation ; in the year ending 29 Sep- 
tember 1 849 the amount of rate made was 11,671 !., which amounted to 3s. u id, 
per pound upon the valuation : the total rate made in those three years amounted 

Chairman.'] Those are the rates made and struck, but the amount of rate 
collected did not amount to that sum ? — It did not. 

640. State the amount that was collected in those three years ?— The rate col- 

lected for the year ending 29 September 1847 was 2,116 Z. ; in the year ending 
29 September 1848, 12,439/. i ending 29 September 1849, 16,595/.: 

making a total collected of 31,150/- . 

641. Against an expenditure of what in those three years ? — 1 he expenditure 

of those three years was 66,545 /. . . m. , i 

642. Mr. Clements.'\ What arrears were left at the time t — The total rate struck 

in those three years was, as 1 have slated, 37, 57^ /•> ^od the total collected within 
the same period was 31,150 ?. ,, j • u 

643. Leaving as arrears how much? — Leaving 6,425/- uncollected in those 

three years. . 

644. To what period is this account made up to? — This account is made up to 
the 29th September 1849. 

645. When was the next rate made after that ? — In December 1849. 

646. What were the arrears when that rate was made?— I cannot state the 
exact figures, but it was about 4,000/. 

[The Witness deliv^ed in thejbllpwing Table ;] 

RETURN of the Total Amount of RiTEaStrnck and Collected in the Union of 'Kilrusk 

in the several Years ending the 28th of September 1847, 1848, and 1849, stating their Average 

Poundage Rate on the Valuation of ihe Union ; and likewise the Total Amount of Money 

expended on Relief, and the Sources from whence the Deficiency was made up. 



Totsl Amount of Rates made in the several Year., and 
Average Poundage of such Rates on the Valuation. 


TOTAL 




TOTAL AMOUNT 




TOTAL 


Year ended 
29th September 
1647. 


Year ended 
20th September 
1846. 


Year ended 1 
29ih September 1 
1849. 


Rates 




RATES COLLECTED. 




Amount 

Collected 






1 












the 




1 




1 






in 


Amouot 

of 

Rate 


Average ! 
Poundage 
of 

1 such 
1 Rate. 


Amount 

of 

Rate 

made. 


Average 
Poundage 
of 1 
Rate. 


Amount 

of 

Rate 

made. 


Poundage 

of 

such 

Rate. 


Tbree 

Yeats. 


Year ended 
1 29th 
1 September 
1 1847. 


Year ended 
2gih 

September 

1818. 


Year ended 
29th 

September 1 
1849. 


the Three 
Years. 


1. 


1 


3. 


4. 


5. 




7. 




8. 


9. 


10. 




11. 


£. 


r 




£. 




£. 


1 


£. 




£. 


£. 


£. 




£. 


17,051 


1 


8, 859 


3/ 


ii.on 




37,678 


j 2,116 


12,439 


10,50 




31,150 


Expenses Incurred during the several Years. 


TOTAL 

Expenses 




Excess of the Expenses over the Rato 
collected in the several Years. 




TOTAL 






























Excess for 


Year ended 
29th 

Sepiember 

1«47. 


Year ended 
1 201 I 1 

1 September 
1648. 


Year ended 
29lb 

September 
1 1849. 


for 

the Three 
1 Years. 


Year ended 
29lh 

Beptrmber 
1 1847. 


Year ended 
29ih 

September 

1848. 


Year ended 
29ih 

September 

1849. 


1 the 

Three Years. 


12. 






IS. 


1 






15. 


1C. 




17. 




18. 




19, 


£. 






£. 


f. 






£. 


£. 




£. 




£. 




£. 


4,965 




21,992 


1 39,588 




66,545 


1 2,849 


9^33 


j 22,993 




35,895 



The total excess of the expenses incurred over the rates collected during the three years, emounling to 35,396 1., as given 
above, in colunm 19, was partly made up by advances front the British Association and from Qoveinineni. aniuuiJtJBg lo 
28,0731., and partly by other receipts, the produce of sundry articles sold, amouaiing to 153 I. 1 he retnaitiiog defictency, 
viz. 12,171 1., w^as not provided for by funds from any other source, and debts appear to have been contracted to thal amouiii, 
and to be tucluded iti the total debts to contractors or private parties, returned by the cleik as due on the 29th Sepiemoer 184», 
viz., 12,490 i. 

647. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee the highest pound- 
age and tlie lowest poundage, of the rates made in each of those years respectively 
in any electoral division?— The highest in 1847 was 6s. lod., and the lowest was 
3s- 7f/. ; the highest in 1848 ivas 3s., and the lowest vras 3^-J highest m 1849 
was $s.y and the lowest was 2s. 2d.: if you will allow me, I wifi add that a 5 ^- 
0.52. G 4 



Can lain 

A. E. Kenneily. 
18 June 1850. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Captain 

A. E. Kennedy. 



id June 1850. 



Vide Appendix, 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 



in 1849 was only in one electoral division out of 13> the ds. \od. rate in 1 847 
was only in one electoral division out of 13. 

648. Will you have the goodness to state what is the amount of the highest 
poundage in any electoral division, oi the expenses incurred in the half-year ending 
the 29th September 1849? — for the half-year. 

649. And the lowest?— The lowest is 65. 3 i/. 

6nO. What is the highest poundage in any electoral division, ot the estimated 
expenses for the half-year ending March 1850? — lOs. 3c?. 

651. And the lowest ? — 45. . r . l- . 

652. Will you have the goodness to state the estimated amount ot the highest 

poundage in any electoral division, for the expenses incurred in the year ending 
25th March 1850, and for the debt due from the union, and of the amount of the 
rate in aid?— 44s. 4<^. is the highest, and 20s. the lowest. {The Witness 

delivered in the Table.) _ /-, • 1 o 

653. Chairman.] Atyourlastexamination you stated, in answer to Question 458, 
that you would be able, by referring to papers, to fill up the statement you made 
with regard to th^ cases of applicants for relief from certain districts not having 
been considered on different days by the Board ; can you do so now?— Oo refer- 
ence to a report of the relieving officer of the Moyarta district, dated the 22d 
December 1849, I find that he states that a number of his applicants went home 
unheard or undecided on upon tbe 5th of December, 

654. Mr. Fa^an.} Does he state the number?— He states that the number of 
applicants amounted to 446. 

655. Does he state the number that were unheard of that number ?— He does 
”°656. Lord Naas.] What is the name of the relieving officer ?~Daniel 



Gorman. 

657. Sir X. O'Brien.] Is he still relieving officer r— He is still. 

658. Chairman.] Read the passages which relate to that point?— He states, 

“ that a number of applicants, amounting to 44^ persons, had applied to me for 
relief previous to Wednesday the 5 bh instant, on which day I attended at the 
workhouse to have them disposed of by the Board of Guardians as usual. ^ In 
some time after my arrival I went into the board-room, and asked Mr. Cox, vice- 
chairman, what would be done with the paupers that were standing outside, who 
said that there could be nothing done, as the guardians had no means of pro- 
curing food for them. I then told him that it was better tell them go home so, 
as it was enough to have them been starving, and not to keep them perishing any 
longer, standing at the gate. I then went and told them go home until that day 
week, and then attend. The chief part of those creatures were in a miserable 
condition, and also the paupers who were on receipt of out-door relief, as there 
was no meal ordered for them that week, but living on turnip tops, cabbages, 
&c. ; the balance that I had on hands from tbe previous week gave them only one 
day*s rations, leaving me a balance on hands of 20 i lbs. for the week ending 
15th of December, which 1 gave to some of the urgent cases only. Applicants 
increased on my books from Wednesday the 5th to Wednesday the 12th instant, 
to 579 persons. On my way to the workhouse this day as usual, to get my 
books ruled by the Board of Guardians, I met Mr. Cox, who told me that nothing 
could be done for them, as there was no provision. I told him in reply that 
they had a right on Saturday last to give Board instructions to that effect, or to 
send circulars on the previous day to the relieving officers not to carry creatures 
such a long distance, as there could be nothing done for them. In some time 
after my arrival I acquainted Mr. O’Donnell, poor-law guardian for Kilkee 
parish, who was admitting Kilkee paupers, that my own paupers were waiting 
outside 5 he said that he would not attend to them, as my own parish guardians 
did not attend. I then wailed on Mr. Lynch, Assistant Commissioner, who was 
coming out of the workhouse, and asked him would I tell my applicants go home ; 
that th^ey would not be disposed of, as my own guardians did not attend, who 
(that is Mr. Lynch) instructed me not j that three guardians formed a Board, and 
whenever they would do the business of oue district, that they had a right to do 
that of every district. I then complied, and when the Kilkee paupers were 
admitted by Mr. O’Donnell, 1 requested that the paupers of my own district 
would be then attended to, but I was again refused. Mr. George Tailor, Poor- 
law- guardian for Kili ush parish, then took the chair to admit Kilrush paupers, 
and I still waiting ; but about four o’clock on the evening my books were called 

for, 
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for, and though a few only appeared that were not gone, it was so late, that 
when about half my book was ruled, the guardians called for candle-light. 
Mr. Tailor then said that they would adjourn, as they had not a third guardian. 

I seeing some of the applicants still standing outside, and searched iny books for 
their names, some of whom I got initialed by the guardians, but as it got too 
dark, I admitted the rest of them on my own responsibility.” 

659. Lord Naas.'] How many electoral divisions was this Gorman relieving 
officer for? — The electoral division of Moyarta alone. 

660. What w’as the number of paupers that he said he brought there 011 the 
second day? — ^Five hundred and seventy-nine persons. 

661. And those persons were all from one electoral division? — From the one 
large electoral division of Moyarta. 

662. Chairman.] Have you any further case of the same kind to refer tor — 
I find by a report, dated 6th February, that on the 2d of that month, “ The list 
was not commenced till thi'ee o’clock p. m., and the more distant divisions, Kil- 
ballyowcn and Kilmurry, were not commenced till six o’clock p. n)., when the 
majority of applicants, having 15 or 20 miles to travel, had returned home, and 
did not appear. The applicants from Kildysart, Kilfiddane, and Kilkee were sent 
away undecided upon. Many of those who came into the bouse, did so probably 
for u night's shelter, being unable to reach their distant homes at so late an hour, 
and took tlieir discharge next day.” 

663. Sir X. O’Brien.] “Took their discharge next day;” what docs that 
mean? — They went into the house for that night and left it the next day; 
a number of those who had come long distances. 

664. Sliovving tlieveby that they did not want relief? — I think 1 .have stated 
that my opinion was that they were so distant from their homes that they came 
in for a night’s lodging, having 20 miles 10 go home that night, and then they 
left the next morning. 

665. If they had been paupers, would not they have staid in the house? — T do 
not think that is a necessary consequence at all ; for I have known a great many 
cases where they have gone out of the house in a dying state, and have died 
immediately afterwards. 

666. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey^ Some of those people had left families 
at home, I suppose ? — They always attend the Board with their families. 

667. Mr. Fagan.] What do they attend for? — For the purpose of being 
examined. 

668. For the purpose of being admitted? — For the purpose of being admitted, 
or getting out-door relief, as the case may be. 

66g. Was there out-door relief given on the 22d? — ^I’here was. 

670. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] Did tliey receive out-door relief when 
they went away next morning i — Certainly not ; they went away without, such as 
did take their discharge. 

671. If they had remained in the workhouse they could have o-ot relief? — 
They would have been relieved in the workhouse no doubt. 

672. They went away without getting any relief? — Without any relief what- 
ever. 

673. Do the children attend as well as the parents? — Always. 

674. Mr. Monsell.] Were not the cases to which you have referred those in 
which persons came to have their cases investigated, and in which they were not 
investigated ? — Certainly. 

675. Chairman.] What you have been stating is an extract from a letter? — 
Yes, from a letter of my own ; it is of my own knowledge. 

676. Sir X. O’Brien.] Were those paupers admitted to the bouse to remain as 
inmates? — Those paupers came and attended as usual, and they were kept till a 
very late hour without being decided upon ; they then demanded admission to the 
M-orkhouse, and were admitted, I cannot say by whom, probably by the master, 
which is very usual in such cases where they were probably 20 miles from home ; 
they could not reach that distance at night, after leaving at seven o’clock, with 
seven or eight young children, and they came into the workhouse, and a number 
that came in took their discharge the following day. 

677. But might they have stayed the next day in the house if they had 
chosen ? — If they had thought proper. 

- 678. And have become permanent inmates of the house? — No doubt. 

0.52. H 679. And 
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Captain 679. And have been fed and sbellered there ? — No doubt of it. 

A. £• Kennedy. 58 o. Chairman.^ Does it appear that at the same time a large number of 

applicanls for relief went home before the lists were called over, and did not 

18 June 1850. obtain it in any shape? — Tlie applicants of ICildysart, Ivilfiddane, and Kilkee 
were sent away undecided upon; the relieving officer stated so to mein each 
case. 

68 1. Mr. Those cases were not admitted? — ^Those cases were not 

admitted, nor yet heard. 

682. Chamna7i.] Those persons who were admitted were the remnant of the 
applicants, who hung about the doors till the very latest, and were admitted for a 
night’s shelter? — They were. 

683. Sir W. Somerville.] Then 1 understand that some went away at an earlier 
period of the day?— Some went away at an earlier period of the day. 

684. If they had remained, would they have been equally admitted into the 
workhouse with the others? — Had there been room, undoubtedly they would. 

685. Sir L. O'Brien.'] Does not it frequently happen that large numbers of 
people come to the Board, and when they find that there is room in the work- 
house they go away ? — Frequently. 

686. Did not it happen the other day tliat a large number came, and when 
they found there was room in the house a large number went away? — Yes; it 
verv frequently happens. 

6'S7. Does not that show that there is great framl practised by them ? — Fraud 
is too often practised. 

688. Does not it show that those people must have had the means of keeping 
at home? — I am not prepared to stale that, because I know many instances 
where they actually lost their lives on their way back again ; they refused to come 
into the workhouse, and actually died on the road. Of course they have only 
themselves to blame under those circumstances ; they cannot blame either the 
guardians or the relieving officer ; they are offered the workhouse, and they 
refuse it. 

689. Mr. Clements.] Referring to your last day’s evidence, at No. 327, you 
stated, “ During this period the workhouse was very many days with very few 
vacancies.” What period do you allude to there? — I may remark upon this, that 
the Committee may understand it clearly, that those apparent vacancies are alto- 
gether fallacious as showing the vacancies during the week ; I refer to the vacan- 
cies upon the return handed in. I find that on the week ending the ] 2th of 
January last there were no vacancies. 

690. Do YOU allude to the week ending the 12th of January, or prior to that 
period ^—Xhe week ending the 12th of January, and prior to that period also. 

I may now explain to the Committee what I find on reference to these returns ; 

I knew it was done to some extent, but 1 did not know that it was so great: the 
Board-day, when the return is made to the Commissioners, being Saturday, the 
master has been in the habit of discharging a certain number, so as to show a 
large number of vacancies on that day, though probably the day preceding the 
house was over-full. I will show papers which will satisfy the Committee upon 
that point. 

691. Chairman.] You mean by that, that the weekly report of the number of 
vacancies in the house corresponds merely to the particular day, but not to the 
whole week; for example, where it appears upon the return that the vacancies 
were 300 in the workhouse in that week, it may have been that the workhouse on 
some day during that week was overcharged ? — Undoubtedly ; for instance, on 
. the w eek ending the 1 2th of January there are shown to be 2,864 persons in the 
house, though on the day immediately previous, tlie nth, as shown by this return 
in the master’s handwriting, there were 3,060. I can show the same results all 
through, from the ist of December nearly up to this period. 

G92. Mr. C. Lewis^ You feel satisfied that there was a practice of discharging 
paupers on the Saturday for the purpose of misleading the Commissioners, by ex- 
hibiting a false view of the number in the house? — Paupers in the house were 
dischaf«'ed on the out-door relief list for out-door relief ; and 1 will show by the 
number on out-door relief that there was a gradual and steady increase on the out- 
door relief list, in the same proportion as the number discharged from the house. 

693* you have the kindness to stale whether you feel satisfied, from. your 
knowledge of the facts of the case, that there was a system of discharging paupers 
on the Saturday for the purpose of creating a false impression as to the number of 

persons 
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persons in the house? — Prior to the Saturday ; Saturday was the Board-day ; on Captain 
some dav prior to Saturday. A. E. Kennedy. 

694. You feel no doubt that it was done systematically, with the view of 

deceiving? — I think I can satisfy the Committee from the documents that it 18 June 1850. 
has been done ; I cannot say with what view, but that it has been done ; I will 

not impute a motive to anybody j 1 merely state that it has been done ; it is for 
the Committee to draw their own conclusion. 

695. C/iaifynafi.] It might have been done for the purpose of affording vacancies 
on the Board-day for the guardians to deal with, with respect to the adiniscion of 
paupers who might apply for relief ? — That may have been done, and very properly, 
on some occasions ; on some occasions I think it would be very proper to do so ; 
for instance, if there w’ere a number of infirm paupers in the workhouse, and the 
workhouse^was full, I think it would be quite proper to discharge those infirm 
paupers who could claim out-door relief under section 1, and to bring able- 
bodied paupers who could not claim out-door relief into the house. 

•6g6. Mr. Ck 7 nents.] Who gave the orders of discharge to which you allude? — 

I am not prepared to say ; I presume the guardians. 

697. Do you mean to say that you have reason to believe that a system pre- 
vailed of making those discharges at a particular period for the purpose of making 
it appear that there were more vacancies in the workhouse than really existed, and 
that you never inquired how those discharges were obtained, and who gave the 
orders for those discharges ? — did not know it till I examined these returns, 
when my attention vi-as particularly called to it by the Committee. 

698. Then you did not notice anything of the kind at the time, but you draw 
your conclusions from what you perceive by examining the returns since you have 
been in attendance on this Committee? — f do ; I merely state that those vacancies 
which appear weekly on the Saturday of each week do not fairly represent tlie 
number who had been in the house during the week. 

699. Mr. Cr Zen'is.] Will you explain to the Committee what you believe to 
have been the motive or reason of the guardians in following the system which you 
say did prevail of discharging a number of |>ersons on a particular day, with the 
view of sending up returns which showed more vacancies in the house than existed 
on other days of the week ? — The object was, I presume, to prevent the numbers 
appearing above those to which the house was limited by sealed orders. 

700. What was the number fixed by the Commissioners under their orders? — 

There is a number for each separate house. 

70 1 . Which are the houses to which your answer refers ? — To the whole of the 
houses generally. 

702. What is the aggregate number fixed by the Commissioners for those 
houses? — I find, for instance, on the 5th and down to the 26th of January the 
sealed orders were for 2,830 ; 1 find that on the 1 ith of January there were 3,056 
in the house by the master’s return^ 

703. What day of the week was the 1 ith of January ?— The 11th of January 
was Friday 5 on the 12th of January, Saturday, as shown by the return of the 
number remaining in the workhouse on that day, there were only 2,864. 

704. Tlien according to that return there were only 34 more than the number 
fixed by the Commissioners? — Thirty-four only. 

705. Chairman!] Although on the previous day week there had been 226 
more ? — Y es. 

706. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do you happen to know whether any of the persons who 
were in excess of the, number limited by the Commissioners, and who were dis- 
charged on the Friday, the day before the return was made, w'ere received again 
into the house ? — I presume they were not received into the house again, but that 
others were probably received in. 

707. How soon did the re-admissions commence? — Wednesday was the next 
admission day, or Thursday. 

708. Can you give the Committee the total number on the following Tuesday, 
in the bouse? — I can give it on the Saturday. 

709. That was the day on which you say the low return was made? — Yes. 

710. Can you give it us on the day before the low return? — 'The house was 
full on that day ; I have not the returns of the whole ; for instance, on the 
week ended the 8th of December, that is, Saturday, I find there were 256 
vacancies shown in the house. 

711. By vacanciAs, you mean 256 less than 2,680? — Yes; on the Thursday 

0*52. H 2 previous 
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Captain previous to tliat, on the 6th of December, by the return in my Imnd, signed by 

A. Ji. Keimcdij, the n'oi'Ubouse master, I find that there were 2,526 persons m the liouse, leaving 

only 154 vacancies instead of, 5 is shown, 256. , , . . 

iS Jane 1850. '■12. Mr. Clcmcnts'j What were the gross numbers of aclimssions that week : — 

On the week ending the 8t!i of December, the number of admissions was 236. 

-13. So that the gross number of admissions during the week did not equal 
ilie number of vacancies in the house at the end of the previous week? It did 
iK)t equal the number of vacancies; the number of vacancies was 256, and the 
adiTiissiuus were only 236. 

714. The number of vacancies at the end of the previous week wa.s 247, was it 
not, and the number of admissions was 236, was not it ? — It is so. I find, on the 
ihe^pih of January 'j 850, being Wednesday, that there were 2,962 persons in the 
house; that is 126 over the number. 

715. Mi-. C. Lewis.] How many were there on the previous Saturday?— On 
the Saturday subsequent to that, that is, tbe 12th, there appear to have been 
2,864. On Tlmrsdiiy, the 17th of January, I find there was an excess of 206 in 
the house, by a return signed by the master. 

716. How many were there on’ the following Saturday?— On the following 
Saturday, the 19th, three vacancies appear. I find on the 29th of January, being 
Tuesday, tliere was an excess in llie bouse ot 166, while tbe vacancies sliown on 
the 2d of February are 715. 

717. What day of the week was the 2d of February ? — Saturday. 

718. Then they must have dismissed in that week more than 880 ?— No. I will 
explain that ; that wHvS the week of their taking the store, which stove was counted 
upon the house, but not occupied ; the store was calculated to accommodate 465 ; 
that was added to the gross accommodation of the house, though it was not 
ready for occupation. 

719. MonsdL] You mean that it was not ready for occupation? — It was 
not prepared for occupation. 

720. Mr. C. Lewis.] Then there were, in fact, 250 vacancies ?— There, were, 
in fact, 250 vacancies, whereas there was i66 excess on tbe Tuesday previous. 

721. Then there were above 400 discharged in that week? — I presume so, if 
your figures are correct ; concurrently with that I will show the out-door relief list 
fur that week, exhibiting an increase upon the out-doov relief list proportionate 
to the number of discharges from tbe house. 

722. Chairvian.] Do you gather from that that the greater number of those 
discharges made in the middle of the. week previous to the Board-clay were dis- 
charged with tbe promise or understanding of out-door relief when they got out ? 
— A considerable number. There is no document to show the number discharged 
from the house, whether voluntarily or on out-door relief. 

723. Then those discharges were probably made with tbe view of making 
room in tbe bouse for admissions on a subsequent Board-day ? — Precisely. 

724. You do not mean to bring any charge against tbe guardians for proceeding 
in such a course, implying an intention to delude tbe Commissioners? — None 
whatever; merely to show, as there was a good deal of importance attached to the 
week when the relief was stopped, that there was not that number of vacancies 
during the whole week, but merely on one day in the week. 

725. Then you have brought this forward to show that calculations founded 
upon those weekly returns would give a false view of the state of tbe workhouse ? 
— Exactly ; no doubt of it whatever. 

726. Mr. C. Lewis.] Was not it the duty of the guardians to keep the number 
in the workhouse within the maximum fixed by the Commissioners? — It was. 

727. Ought they to have admitted any persons on any day beyond those num- 
bers? — I think not. 

728. As soon as they ascertained that the number in the workhouses exceeded 
that maximum, was it not their duty to take means for reducing the number? — 
Undoubtedly. 

729. If therefore tbe guardians ascertained that the numbers in the work- 

houses were in excess of the number fixed by the Commissioners, was not it 
their dutv either to discharge some of the inmates or to give them out-door relief? 
— Clearly. • ^ _ 

730. Can YOU state, cither from your own knowledge or from an examination 
of any documents, that a considerable number of persons who did not leave the 
workhouse voluntarily during this period were not put upon the out-door relief 

list ? — 
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jist ; I think a very considerable number left who were not put upon the out- 

door relief list. 

731. Did they leave the workhouse voluntarily ? — Voluntarily. 

732. Out of those who left the workhouse in the course of the week were 
there not some who left it upon their own application ? — No doubt of it ; numbers. 

733 - Were there not also some who upon leaving it received an allowance of 
out-door relief? — There were. 

734. Besides those two classes, was there any considerable number of persoris 
who left the workhouse in the course of the week ? — The only mode of their 
leaving the workhouse was by demanding their discharge, either without relief or 
being allowed relief by the guardians. A great many went of their own accord 
without getting relief, and I presume a considerable number were put upon relief 
who came properly within the first section, being infirm paupers, but I do not 
understand that there was any third class left the house. 

735. Mr. Clm,entsP\ Will you tell the Committee how the guardians made 
those discharges, or gave those orders for those discharges? — I cannot state. 

736. Have you any idea?— I believe that it was very often ordered by indi- 
vidual guardians. 

737. Have you a knowledge of the fact ?— I have not a personal knowledge ot 

it, or I would conceive it my duty to notice it. 

738. Then you have no foundation whatever for supposing that the guardians 
save orders for discharges for the purpose of misleading the Commissioners in 
the returns ?— 1 have not stated that they did it for that purpose at any time, and 
I do not believe that it was done for that purpose. I distinctly disavow any such 
belief ; I have no such belief. 

229. Then have you any foundation w’hatever for asserting that the guardians 
gave orders for discharges at all ? — My only foundation is this, that I find the 
discharges were made; and I presume the master would not take upon himself 
to discharge 200 paupers on a certain day without orders. 

740 How do you know that the master did discharge those 200 paupers?— I 
have got it under his band, that ou^ the 4th or 5th of January there were 200 
paupers discharged upon out-door relief. 

741, But you do not know who discharged those paupers?— Ido not know 

by whose orders they were discharged. _ _ , . • 

742. Have you not been in the habit of ascertaining the amount of admissions 

and discharges in the worlthouse from time to time in this union r— Weekly, as 
shown to the Commissioners upon the minutes. . 

Yet when you were on the spot, you never discovered that undue dis- 
charges, or discharges on a particular daj’, were made apparently for a particular 
purpose ?— During the week, on many occasions, it would have been very em- 
barrassing to the guardians to have done so, and 1 refrained from doing so. For 
instance, upon the admission day, if there had been only 40 or 50 vacancies, and 
possibly 500 applicants, it would have been very embarrassing to the guardiaip it 
I had objected to their putting probably a few over the sealed order number into 
the house ; I never objected to that. 

744 You called particular attention to the week ending the 12th of January, 
and to the weeks ending the 1st and 8th of December; why do you leave out the 
weeks ending the 15th of December and the 22d of December r— For the simple 
reason that I have not got the returns ; it was merely an accident that I had 
these. Those are the daily returns ; it is only the weekly returns that go before 
the Commissioners. , -j v f 

745. Have not you the return which I hold in my hand, which was laid belore 

the Committee by you, ot the admissions and discharges?— I have; and I can 
show vou every week. t u r 

746. Turn to the week ending the ist of December ; there were, 1 believe, 247 

vacancies on that day ? — Tliere were. ^ 

747. Were there not 256 vacancies on the 8th of December t — Ihere were. 

748. Did not the number of vacancies on the j 5th of December increase to 

408? — It did. T j-j 

749. And did not it increase to 540 on the 22d of December?— It did. 

750. Are the numbers of admissions or discharges on either of those weeks 

sufficient to bear out your supposition that the discharges were improperly made i 
— On the week ending the 1st of December there were 159 discharges and seven 
deaths; that would make 166. . , 

0.52. . H 3 751. And 
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751. And how many admissions ? — The admissions were 205- 

752. And the vacancies ? — Two hundred and forty-seven. On the 8th there 
were 236 admissions ; there were 139 discharges, and seven deaths ; on the 15th 
there were 152 admissions, 291 discharges, and 15 deaths; on the 22d there were 
197 admissions, and 159 discharges, and 20 deaths. 

753. Then on those two weeks, which were two weeks intervening between the 
periods which you instanced as examples of the mode of proceeding of the guar- 
dians with reference to these discharges, the numbers of vacancies far exceeded 
the numbers of admissions, did they not? — They did. 

754. So that it was impossible that the guardians could have taken that course 
in the middle of the two periods which you instance r — N o, not at all 5 for 1 show 
here, by the returns, that.it was not so. In the week ending the 8th of Decem- 
ber, as I before stated, tiiere are shown to be 256 vacancies ; on the day prior, 
that is, on the 71b, there were only 154 vacancies. 

755. In the week ending the 8th of December, did not the gross admissions 
fall short of the gross number of vacancies? — They did. 

756. Then how could discharges be made with a view to keep down the number 
within the maximum described by the Commissioners? — In anticipation of the 
admissions on the following day, when there vvas a very great pressure to have a 
number of vacancies ready. 

757. What was the gross number of admissions on the following week? — On 
the 15th the number of admissions was only 152. 

758. And the number of vacancies? — Four hundred and eight. 

759. Sir L. O’Brien.'] WMiat were the admission days? — At one time there was 
only one admission day ; at other periods there were two admission days. 

760. What days of the week were they? — Wednesdays and Thursdays, and at 
one period, Thursdays and Fridays. 

761. The house was cleared out on Saturday, you say? — Saturday was the 
Board-day ; I cannot state the days, unless I have the days of the return. If the 
Provision Check Account of the workhouse is produced, you will see the number 
on each day of the week, and that is the only document that will give you accu- 
rate information ; that is the document by which the paupers are rationed, 
shotting the number sleeping in the house every night. 

762. Mr. Clenwits.] In the week ending the 6th of October, the first which 
you laid before this Committee, I see that the number of vacancies was within 
three of 1,000; is not' that the case? — Yes. 

763. I believe the vice-guardians were in office at that time, were they not? — 
They were. 

764. Were vacancies to so large an extent kept up for any long period at that 
time? — They were. 

765. Do you think that such a practice is a correct one? — I do, under the 
circumstances of that union ; aud the subsequent events [U’oved that it was good 
policy. 

766. You think that, under the circumstances of that union, it was desirable 
to liave vacancies in the workhouse ranging to about i,ouo? — I will not say to 
that extent, but certainly to a large number of vacancies ; and I will give my 
reasons for so thinking. The harvest would be over about October ; it is well 
known that it is about that time when the people are thrown out of employment, 
and come upon the rates ; they have increased steadily since that period. The 
elected Board of Guardians when they came into office, between the 6th of 
October and the 4th of January, were obliged to discharge a very large number 
of that very class out of the house on out-door relief to make vacancies for the 
others. I think it would have been much better, instead of bringing those 
persons into the house and then sending them out again, to have kept those 
legally relievable under section 1 out of the house. We know very well that 
every man you discharge will bring you 50 applicants for relief. 

767. You think the best way is not to give admissions to the house, but to keep 
1,000 vacancies r — I do think so in many unions. I think it has been proved 
to demonstration that having vacancies for 500 or 1,000 persons in the house 
will do more to keep off applications for relief than anything else. 

768. Were orders given for the workhouse generally during that period ? — 
All who demanded admission to the workhouse were admitted. 

769. Were orders for admission to the workhouse given to any extent during 

that 
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that period? — They were not; the out-door relief list was gradually decreased Captain 
during that period. K.tnne^. 

770. And you think that if orders for the workhouse had been given, that ~ 

would have stopped the decrease of the out-door relief list? — No, I do not. 18 June 1850. 

771. Then you think it was good policy, when you saw that the out-door relief 
list was decreasing, still to keep up a very large number of vacancies in the 
workhouse, and not to give orders for admission into the house? — All those who 
were fresh applicants were offered the workhouse; they did not get relief unless 
they went into it ; but those of the infirm cases who were on the relief list were 
left there. All fresh applicants were offered the workhouse at that period. 

772. This was at the time of harvest, was not it? — It was after harvest. 

773. Is it not to be supposed that at such a period of the year the number on 
the relief list must be materially diminished ? — They were diminished, as I have 
stated, up to that period. 

774. What did they amount to in round numbers on the relief list? — In round 
numbers there were 11,000 at that time. 

775. Do notyou think that was a very large number ? — I do. 

776. Do not you think it was desirable to make some exertion to reduce that 
number? — I do. 

777. Do not you think at that period of the year, above all others, it was iiiore 
likely that an exertion to reduce the number would be attended with success ? — 

Certainly not at that period; it is not the period to reduce them. 

778. It is not the period just* after harvest? — Not after harvest; before harvest 
is the time. 

779. Is not just after harvest tiie time when there are more resources in the 
country than there is at any other? — No, there is less want of labour. 

780. What exertion was there made to reduce the number during harvest? — 

There were none added to the list during that time. 

781. What exertion was made to reduce the number during harvest? — There 
were frequent scrutinies of the out-door relief list. 

782. Was the workhouse offered to any nnmber of them? — It was to all fresh 
applicants. 

783. Was it offered to any of the persons on the out-door relief list? — It was 
not, to my knowledge. 

784. Did not the vacancies at that time amount to about 1,000? — ^They did. 

785. And you thought it was good policy not to offer the worklMuse to them, 
but to continue giving out-door relief to 10,000 or 12,000 persons, and to retain 
vacancies in the workhouse to about the number of i, 000 ? — I do think it good 
policy, and I wdll state my reasons for so thinking: harvest being over, the able- 
bodied were throw n upon the rates ; those who were on out-door relief at that 
period were undoubtedly destitute; they were the old and infirm class, and by * 
bringing them into the house, the workhouse would have been blocked up by 
infirm paupers, and who probably, immediately on their admission to the house, 
would have had their cabins knocked down, and when they went out would have 
been without lodging or shelter. 

786. Have you not stated that two-thirds of those receiving out-door relief 
were in lodgings ? — I believe they were . 

787. Would the question of the “cabins” apply to the infirm class? — Those 
of the infirm class are generally those who have their own cabins. 

788. At all events, there were two-thirds of 'those receiving out-door relief 
living in lodgings, were there not? — I believe there were. If you allow me, ifi 
order to show to the Committee that it was good policy to keep this number of 
vacancies beyond that period, I will state that I find on the 22d December there 
were 10,513 persons on out-door relief under the first section. 

789. Mr. FaganJ] Can you tell the Committee the number of able-bodied 

under the second section ? — There were none whatever at that time ; there were 
10,918 on the 5th of January ; the whole of those were of the infirm class ; there 
were no able-bodied whatever; there were 11,753 ^2th of January; there 

were 11,967 on the 19th of January; and there were 12,470 on the 23d of 
February, the day on which the union was sobdivided, I think that satisfactorily 
shows that it would have been very bad policy to bring any portion of the infirm 
class into the workhouse at an earlier period. 

790. Mr. Clements.'] Has it not been the case that throughout' the country the 
numbers in the house and on out-door relief have very-much diminished during 
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harvest, and after harvest have gradually increased during the periods you have 
named r — It is usually so. . , . 1 n j • 

791. Chamnan!\ With regard to the number of evictions and houses levelled, m 
your several reports to the Commissioners, some of which have been printed for 
the use of Parliament, you attribute very much of the overwhelming increase of 
pauperism in the union to those evictions ? 1 do. 

7Q2. Referring to your report of the 5th July 1848 upon this subject, you state 
that 20 000, or one-fourth of the population, are in the receipt of food either m or 
out of the workhouse, and that this sudden and unexpected pressure has arisen 
from wholesale evictions, of which you have painful experience daily; is that the 
fact ?-~It is the fact. ^ , 

793. Will you read the concluding words of that report: i here are consider- 

able numbers in this union at present houseless, or still worse, living in places 
un6t for human habitation, where disease will be constantly generated. 1 lie work- 
house has been frequently swamped by this class, and the hospital and infirmary 
must be so while such a state of things exists. I would not presume to meddle 
■with the rights of property, nor yet to argue the expediency or necessity of these 
‘ monster clearances both one and the other no doubt frequently exist; this, 
however, renders the efficient and systematic administration of the poor law no 
less difficult and embarrassing. I think it incumbent on me to slate tliese facts 
for the Commissioners* information, that they may be aware of some of the diffi- 
culties I have to deal with. The difficulty of arriving at strictly accurate informa- 
tion on this head is obvious, but the general accuracy of the returns I forward 
may be relied upon. They show the name of the lands, and the numbers evicted, 
beinff 2,801 persons. I have returns of about 400 more in preparation, and I do 
not tiiink I have yet got through two-thirds of the number of houses levelled, or 
persons evicted in the union. A great number of temporary huts which have been 
erected are altogether iuRufficieut for shelter in the winter months. The listless 
and improvidenf owners lack the means and energy to better them.” 

704. At that period you began to take, and to forward to the Commissioners, 
lists, as correct as you could acquire them, of the persons evicted through the 
union ?— I did so. 1 ,• v 

795. Up to what time did you continue taking and forwarding those lists ?— 

I see the last in the printed report is the 9U1 June 1S49. 

796. Mr. C. Lexcis-I Did you make any return after the last printed return to 
which you have referred to the Commissioners? — I think I did ; I will not be posi- 
tive about it, but I think I did. 1 did not keep copies of those documents from 
about that period; I found it involved so much labour that I had not time to 
do it. 

797. Mr. Monstll^ From that time you have no lists ? — I have some. 

* 798. Chair-man^ Do you know that the Government have taken similar lists 

through the means of the constabulary ? — I do, and I discontinued doing so when 
that, was adopted. 

799. From what sources of information did you usually make out those lists? 

Usually from the relieving officers. Formal notices were served upon the 

relieving officers when those evictions were about to take place, after the passing 
of the Eviction Act, and when those notices were handed in I directed the reliev- 
ing officers to furnish me with the names and numbers, and I have taken other 
means for verifying them as far as I could. 

800. The Earl Arundel and Surrey !\ Was it invariably the case that those 
notices were served? — Ip some cases no notices were served. 

801. Mr. Mansell] Have you any instances of that, that you can state? — 
I can state them upon the authority of the relieving officers. 

802. Chairma?!.] In those lists, which you in general terms designate as lists of 
evictions and houses levelled, are there not many different kinds of cases in- 
cluded ; not merely those who were evicted, for example, under legal process, 
but those who bv pressure upon them for rent were induced by persuasion, or by 
threat of arrest and imprisonment for debt, to leave their houses, and others who 
were forced to leave their bouses in . order to obtain out-door relief, under the 
Gregory clause? — ^I’hey were a numerous class. 

803. And the list contains all those classes, and is not confined to legal evictions 
alone ? — It contains all those classes. 

804. Mr. Monsell.j. How do you mean that there are cases where they were 
forced out of their houses under the Gregory clause ? — I did not say urider the 

Gregory 
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Grefforv clause- but I was asked if there were persons n ho came under that 
clause - there were certainly persons who left their houses being unable to pay the • 
rent ; they were probably processed for rent, and then very likely they gave up their 

holdings to escape arrest. . , u 

Sor I am referring to the Gregory clause ; I want to know how persons were 
forced to leave their houses by the operation of that clause; their houses, not their 

land 7 ^Xhe usual mode was to refuse a certificate of their having given up their 

holding, and then they could not get out-door relief without giving up their house 
also. Some relieving ofBcers assisted in this proceeding. ..or 

So6. Chairma/i:] I believe the accuracy of this list has been questioned ' — It 

^'*807. For example, by Colonel Vandeleur, with respect to Ids tenants, and Mr. 
Marcus Keane, with respect to others of which he received the rents ?— It has. 

808 What was the substance of the remonstrance made to the Coraimssioners 
bv Colonel Vandeleur against the accuracy of your list as applying to Ins tenants 
—The substance of those complaints was generally that the number of evictions 

80U Mr C. Lewis.'\ Did he specify cases ?— He adduced particular instances. 
8 jo What was the substance of your reply 1 — The substance of my reply was, 
that I had not exaggerated the number ; that I may have fallen into an error, which 
I was quite ready to admit, hut that on the gross total 1 had underrated rather 
than overrated those numbers. My only object in taking those numbers was to 
show the Commissioners the number of houseless poor in tlie union, and where 
there was at one period very inadequate workhouse accoiomodaiion. ^ 

811. What means did you take for testing the accuracy of Colonel Vandeleur s 

contradictious of your statement ? — 1 brought forward the parlies themselves, and 
took their depositions on oath in both cases. , u t- * 

8 1 2. Mr. Monsell'\ What do you mean by both cases r— in both Mr. Keane 5 
and in Colonel Vandeleur’s cases. 

813. Chairmaru] Did you send those depositions up to the Commissioners m 

proof of a portion of your statement? — I did. 

814 And you concluded your report to the Commissioners on the subject by 
savin<T* “ A perusal of the sworn evidence will enable the Commissioners to judge 
to^whLt extent Colonel Vandeleur’s remarks are applicable to the instances of 
‘ misstatements ’ and ‘ inaccuracy’ which he has adduced, and to what extent ‘ my 
official report was’ calculated to mislead the Commissioners” I -I did state that. 

815 Whatever inaccuracy may have unavoidably crept into the list, still is it 
not undeniable, and beyond a doubt, that a vast number of the poorer inhabitants 
of the union were by some means, either by force of law, or pressure for rent, or 
persuasion and promises of relief, on condition of quitting, dispossessed of their 
dwelliiivs and turned out without shelter on the roads, and the houses pulled 
down ii^ moat instances ?— There is no doubt of that fact ; and to put the matter 
beyond a doubt, I have had a professional engineer to map the union upon the 
Ordnance sheets, on the same scale as that map on the wall, showing all houses 
which have been thrown down since, and shortly before my goipg- to the union; 
the whole of those houses are marked here, numbered in red ink. That will be 
completed in a few days, and laid before the Committee with the Reference 
Books ; and if they choose to summon that gentleman, he will verify his survey 
on oath. That is the only question that 1 ever proposed to deal with. 

816. Mr. C Levds.] Will you give us the result? — The result I have not yet 
got ; tills is only as to one parish 1 I will lay it before the Committee as a whole, 
when it is completed (producitig the map). 

817 Chairman.] Are all these numerous black dots which 1 see scattered over 
the map the sites of houses that have been levelled within the last three years?— 

^''8i'a'**^Sir B. Ferguson.] Can you state of your own knowledge that those have 
been all levelled within the last three years?— The gentleman who lias mapped «t 
will verify it if called upon ; 1 cannot state it of my own knowledge. _ 

819. Chairman.] What is the name of this gentleman ?— Mr. Francis Coffey. ■ 
8uo. Do you believe that he will be prepared, within a few days, to come over 
with the remainder of the map, and to verify the statement ?— I am satisfied that 

821. Have you any particular case to which you can refer which will give an 
idea to the Committee of the extent to which certain portions of this union, si^ 
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in any particular townland, have been cleared of human habitations within that 
period? — I have. I know one townland, comprising about 400 acres, upon which 
44 houses were levelled within a short period, giving shelter to 60 families. 

822. Lord Naas.] What is the name of that townland ? — Sbandrum. 

823. Sir L. O'Brien.] Whose estate is that > — It is the parish of Kilmurry. I 
see Shanclnun is put in the Boundary Commissioners’ list as belonging to the 
rcpreseniative of Colonel E. Macdonnell. 

.824. Lord Is this townland of Shandrum mentioned in any of your 

reports to the Coraraissioncrs ? — It is. 

82,5. Mr. Clements.] Did you take any trouble to verify this case ? — 1 did. 

826. What was the population of Shandrum in 1841? — The population in 
1 841 was 401 persons. 

827. What were the number of houses altogether ? — Forty-four. 

828. Forty-four houses were thrown down ? — Yes. 

829. What was the number of houses left? — I cannot state. 

830. Lord Naas.] Up to what time was this account taken ? — Up to the latest 
period. 

831. Beginning when ? — About 1847. I find in the same parish a townland 
called Kilclohane, upon which there were 43 families, and there are now^ I 
believe, only two. 

832. Sir R. Ferguson.] What is the extent of this townland ? — 390 acres. 

833. Lord Naas.] What is the name of the proprietor? — It is put down as the 
jjroperty of William Keane. 

S34. Is that case mentioned in the report relating to the evictions? — I think 
it is. I am not prepared to say to what extent; but that townland is certainly 
mentioned. 

835. Mr. Clements.] Did you take the trouble to verify the circumstances as to 
this townland also ? — I did. 

836. In either of these two last cases did you make inquiries as to whether any 
money was given to the parties evicted ? — In some cases I believe money was 
given, hut I cannot state it of my own knowledge. 

837. Then you made no inquiries upon the subject? — I did not. My object w»as 
simply to ascertain the number of houses and the number of people left houseless 
by any process whatever. 

838. Do not you think that this is a material element as affecting the facts of 
the case, that many persons received money at the time of eviction ? — I know 
frequently they do receive small sums, but quite inadequate to procure them house 
shelter anywhere else, except for a few months. 

839. What sort of suras do you refer to? — Probably from 55. to lOJ.; 10s. 
w’as considered high ; 1 do not think it was very often given. 

840. You never heard of anything higher than 10 s, ? — I did not, in this par- 
ticular locality. 

841. Mr. Stafford.] Were any of those emigrating ? — Not to my knowledge. 

842. Chairman.] Has there been any large amount of emigration from this 
district during the last three years ? — There has not. 

843. So that, to whatever extent the population may have decreased, it has 
principally arisen from the extreme suffering of the poor ? — I think so. 

844. Can you give the Committee any particular instance that you recollect of 
extreme suffering consequent upon one of those evictions? — I have got a letter 
from the medical officer of the district, addressed to me on the 8th of July 1849. 

Of this sanie district? — ^Yes; he is the medical officer of this same 
district of Kilmurry, which letter I will read. It is from Mr. Woulfe. He 
writes: “After ray usual weekly inspection of this electoral division of Kilrush 
Union, I am sorry to find so much wretchedness still existing among the reci- 
pients of out-door relief, consequent on liouse levelling and exterminations at 
Kilmurry Ibrickane. Fever is our prevailing malady at present, of which we 
have a good deal indeed, dysentery being very much on the decrease. The 
majority of those creatures I have last week visited in fever are most wretchedly 
circumstanced, residing in huts, formed by placing a few sticks against a wall 
or fence. And such as have houses are as badly off", as they reside in apart- 
ments six teet square in every way, with three or four other families, without 
firing, raiment, or any other comfort. At the slightest approach of illness in any 
of those creatures they are immediately turned out by the proprietor of this house 
to endure the inclemency of all seasons. The temporary fever hospital here has 

been 
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been of the greatest blessing to some of those creatnves. I sincerely hope you 
«ill allow us to continue the hospital until the wiiuer is over, as the attendance of • 
a medical man on persons without house, without firing, exposed to all weather, 

I need not say, is of little avail. The great distance of \2 miles from here to 
the Kilmsh Fever Hospital, coupled with car hire in every case, pally increases 
the expense on the union, when they can be treated here in hospital at the sanie 
rate as in Kilrush.” 

846. Mr. Mo 77 sell] What does that gentleman mean by “ without hoipe ?— 
He means those, I presume, living in what are commonly called “scalps.” 

847. Be so good as to explain what you mean by “scalps”? — A “scalp ’ is 
usually made of a few sticks, long sods, which are called scraws, and a small por- 
tion of straw put over them, but quite unfit for human habitation. 

848. Chairman.] Those stakes and sods are generally leaning against some 
fragment of wall, or from the gable of a house, whicli has been pulled down? 

The fragment of a wall, or against a ditch, as the case may be. 

849. Have a large number of the population during the last three years been 
living in that manner, insufficiently guarded against the inclemency of the weather, 
and insufficiently clothed, and have they gradually died under such circumstances ; 
have you any doubt of that? — A very large number have existed for the last three 
years in that way, and are still living in that manner. 

850. And a great many have died under the process? — I cannot have any 
doubt that they have, being exposed to the weather; the very old and the very 
young, certainly. 

851. Mr. C. Xer«5.] What has been the common cause of the dispossession 
of the tenents in the Kilrush Union since you have been acquainted with it? — 
Non-payment of rent, in almost every instance. 

852. Have the landlords usually allowed the tenants to remain so long as 
the rent has been regularly paid ? — I think so. I have heard of instances to the 
contrary, but 1 think tliey are few. 

853. Has the difficulty about the payment of rent arisen from the failure of the 
potatoes ? — I think, clearly so. 

8,54. What are the measures which the landlords resort to for the dispossession 
of tenants when the rent is not paid ?— They either take proceedings in the 
superior courts or else by civil-bill process, but proceedings in the superior court 
is the usual manner. 

855. Do they obtain judgment against the party in possession?— Yes. 

856. How do they put that judgment into execution? — They put it into the 
bands of the sheriff, and the sheriff attends upon the land w'ith either the agent, 
or the driver, or the bailiff ; they employ a number of men, and they knock down 
the houses after taking possession. 

857. Do they first put out the occupying tenants? — Yes, they turn them oul- 
side. 

858. And then as a matter of course they proceed to demolish the house? — In 
almost every instance; in some in.stances they leave the house up il it is a good 
house, or where there is a house required on the land it is left; but in tlie great 
majority of instances the houses are knocked down. 

859. And is it the habit of ihe landlords to make any provision for the persons 
whom thev dispossess ? — None whatever that I am aware of. 

860. ■^hat usually happens to the persons dispossessed under those circum- 
stances ; describe what the usual fate of a family dispossessed under the circum- 
stances that you have meniioned is ? — The first step, 1 may state, in most of those 
cases of dispossession is, that the bailiffs or drivers liuve strict orders that none of 
from those evicted shall be allowed to get shelter upon the townland, or the properly 
which they are evicted ; they must quit the property ; they must go a distance. 

861. What means do those bailiffs take to prevent those persons from getting 
shelter upon the townland, or the property from which they are evicted r In case 
of any parties sheltering them I have known instances ot their bouses being pulled 
down also. 

862. Mr. Siaffof'd.] 'i'hougb they do not owe any rent ? — No ; they are. under 

the same category; they always owe a half-year’s rent, for which they may be 
distrained. . . \ . 

863. Mr. C. Zems'.] Are the cases which you have described of pulling down 
the houses of persons who give shelter to the evicted tenants frequent r I cannot 
state of my own knowledge that they are frequent, but 1 believe them to be so. 
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864. Have 50U heard from credible witnesses that those cases are frequent?— 

I have heard so. , . „ , v i, 

865. Does it ever happen that the near relations of the persons who have been 
evicted attempt to give them shelter?-! have heard partres slate and 1 thmk I 
could have got sworn depositions to the fact, that their own brothers or sisters 

dare not allow them a night’s shelter. ■ . u 1. ? 

866 What would be their motive for refusing them a night a shelter . Simply 
because they would come under the charge of harbouring those persons upon the 
property ; the object is to get rid of those persons from the property, and by their 
LrLr’ing those persons upon the property the object ol taking down their houses 

would be neutralized. . l . * j 

867. Supposing the object of the landlord m dispossessing the tenants and cleaiw 
ing them wholly away from the property is accomplished, what happens to such a 
family, under ofdinarj circumstances ?-They usually become vagrants ; they bui d 
a scalp probably in the interior of the bog, or some secluded place, where they will 
be left, as the pice is of 00 value; they get into a bog, where I have seen many 
of them living in a state perfectly disgraceful to buaiumty ; they live there till 
probably they are overtaken by disease, and then they die. 

868. Do they become vagrants in the union, or do they leave the omon ?— They 
do not leave the union -, it is a peculiar feature of the Kilrush Uiiion, that I think 
there are fewer people migrate from it than probably from any other union in Ire- 
land, which is accounted for by the geographical position of the union. 

869. Do they ever apply for relief to the guardians?— I hey do, and they 

usually £fet out-door relief. . i- j-n -r'l a 

870. Do the majority of the evicted tenants obtain out-door relief ?—l hey do 
frequently get relief before their houses are knocked down. 

871. Then their difficulty as to subsistence is not so much a difficulty as to 
food, but a difficulty is as to habitation and clothes 'I — Clearly so. 

872. Chairman.] To obtain that habitation, when they get into lodging^ they 
are obliged to part with a portion of their food, leaving them an insufficient 
supplv for their own necessities ? — Yes ; that is the usual custom. 

87^ Mr C Lems.] Did you not state that the ordinary practice was for them 
to build a miserable shelter for themselves in bogs by their own exertions ?— It is 

874. Under those circumstances, would they have anything to pay for their 

lodeinffs? — Nothing, in those cases. c , iv 

87^! In the case which you describe as the ordinary case would the albwanr-e 
of food from the guardians be subject to any deduction /—Decidedly ; they give 
a portion of the food they receive ; they receive one pound of food per day, and 
thev give a portion, so many pounds per week, for the lodging. I have known 
instances in the union where a pauper woman had a house ; she wou d take m 
three or four families, not getting relief herself, and each family would probably 
give her three or four pounds of meal a week for their lodging ; that would leave 
her probably more food than she could consume; they would continue lodging 
in the cabin till disease broke out, and immediately it did, they would be turned 
out, aiwl put by the road side. ^ u a i 

8-6. Do the greater number of them become lodgers in cabins, or do they nna 
temporary shelter for themselves r— The greater number get into cabins, I think, 
but those cabins are daily on the decrease ; and, of course, lodging is becoming 
more difficult to obtain, particularly in the rural districts. 

877. Sir L. O’Brien.] Do they employ themselves? — They do not; they have 
no means of employment. 

878. Chairman.] The greater number of the people you are speaking of are 
the infirm poor who are relieved under the first section of the Act:— Yes, ot 
course, the able-bodied are turned out equally, but they do not get relief except 

in the workhouse. , , . .. j i -.i. r j 

8-0. But the number of poor living in lodgings, relieved only witp rood, as 
you have stated, do not obtain sufficient relief to maimain them in existence ? 
They do not. 

880. Mr. C. Lewis.] Which is the more miserable, the condition of those 
who find temporary shelter for themselves, or those who are taken into the 
cabins of others ?— Those certaiuly who find temporary shelter are the inost 
miserable ; they are worse housed ; they have generally less- clothing, and i 
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think their condition is generally worse, from the damp and wet nature of their 
habitations^^e that there is much fever or other epidemic disease 

amongst both classes ?-A great deal at certain periods of the year. 

882. Amongst vshich class do you think there is most epidemic disease ? 

I think- amongst those in the cabins there is most, because they are most 

cro^ded^^^^ is the mortality greater amongst those in the cabins than amongst 
those who live more in the open air?-I think so ; that is certainly the result of 
my own experience ; it arises in consequence of their being overcrowded. 

884. Is there a considerable mortality amongst both classes r Ihere is. 

88‘5. Have you any means of measuring that mortality It ’ass stated as the 
fact in the Kilrush Board-room, I think not more than a fortnight ago, by one of 
the guardians, who is very well acquainted with the, country, that there was one 
townland where there had been 400 persons, and where there are not 
than 40; and he stated that he believed the balance had died within the last three 

Did he specify the circumstances under which they had died ?— -He did not. 
887 Have you any reason to suppose that the mortality was produced by the 
eviction of tenants?— I think want of shelter certainly induced the greater portion 

8^. What is the reason for that belief ?— The state in which I have seen them 

‘‘“88rHavryou'‘anv knowledge with regard to that specific towmland !-I . 

8 qo What is youV reason for believing that m that specific townland the great 
mortality was caused by the eviction of the tenants ?-! have seen them in all 
stages of decay ; the remnant of them is to be seen there still, and it is merely a 

question of time as to their death. tViat vmi 

^ 8qi. Chairman.-] Can yon give the Committee any general estimate hat you 
can form7from your knowledge, as to the probable reduction in the population of 
the whole union ?— I really should be afraid to form an estimate. . , . , . 

892. Do you agree in tlie estimate which Mr, Bourke has given in his last 

renort? — I would put it lower than M r. Bourke. , , ■ 

^8qq Mr. Bourke says, “ I have heard it estimated at one-half, but it appears 
to It it may not unreasonably he taken at one-fourth ; does your experience 

confirm that 'supposition, or not ?— Quite. 

894. Which supposition ?— Mr. Bourke’s supposition as to one-fourth , I think 
the population of the union since 1841 has decreased considerably more than 

one-fourth, . ■ r 

895. Earl of Arundel and Snn-ey.], Are they always left in quiet possession of 
the scalps which they erect after eviction r— They are not- 

8g6. Does it often happen that they are turned out of the scalps .—A ery fre 

What becomes of them then f-They then wander into some of the villages 

^98° Mr. Clements.-] In the cases within your knowledge 
been turned out of the scalps, what has been the cause ot it?-To get them oil 

"'Vg'p '^They have been turned out of the scalps because those scalps were on the 

»«cb you said were pulled down 

because tSeow„ers^heltered%ersons who had ^ J'^ated 

whether you can give the names of any persons who have been so treated 

'°go°*' Can you give any instance of a proprietor or his, bailiff so acting?— I 

“"got Chairman] Do you know »"y P--” “n be ^ 

Committee who can verify tliat statement in detail ?— 1 could nani p 

“903. Lord Wd®.] Who are they ?-l think I could name some of, the relieving 

officers who can verify that. ^ , . r',^rrr.Qf^ ran verify it. 

904. Will you name one?-l think a man named Gorman 

905. Mr. O'Flaherti/.'] M’ere those cases reported to }-ou.as p _ 
union i — They were, by the relieving officers. 
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Captain 906. Did you not think it your duty to make inquiry to ascertain tlie name of 

^ A. £. Kenntdy. jjjg pgyty ? — I did not think it came within the scope of my duty. 

Q07. You made no inquiry ? — 1 made inquiries, but not such inquiries as 
18 June 1850. ^ 1 » .1 r 

enable me to speak to Ine lact. 

go8. Did you report the circumstances to the Commissioners ? — 1 have alluded 
to it generally. 

909. But entirely from the reports of others ?— Entirely from the reports of 
others. 

910. Not at all arising from your own investigation or inquiries I myself saw 
instances where scalps were pulled down. 

911. Did you send for the parties who you understood were 'turned out, and 
inquire of them ? — 1 did, in two instances. 

912. Consequently you know their names ? — I do. 

913. Will you give their names? — One of them was a man named William 
Coughlin. 

914. How many in family were there? — There was husband, wife, and three 
children 

915. What townland did he reside upon? — He resided in the electoral division 
of Kilard. 

916. Wiiat was the name of the townland r — The lownland was Bealaha. 

917. You have mentioned another instance, I think ? — I can mention another 
instance, d'here was another instance on the same townland ot a man called John 
Mahoney. This man bad five in family, his wife and three children. 

918. Wlial is the name of the townland ? — It is the same townland. I may 
slate that in these two cases the greater part of the family were lying in fever. 
Here are the depositions, if the Committee wish to have them. 

919. Mr. Monsell^ Have not a considerable number of those evictions that you 
have been speaking of taken place on estates under the management of the Court 
of Chancery ? — A very great number. 

920. Can you at all state the proportion between the evictions which have taken 
place on estates under the Court of Cl)ancery and those on other estates ? — I think, 
generally speaking, they have been more numerous on those estates under the 
Court. 

921. You think that the evictions have been carried on to a greater extent on 
estates under the Court of Chancery than on those under the management of other 
proprietors ? — I think so. 

922. Can you tell me what is the largest number of houses that you have ever 
known thrown down in any one day within the union on the same townland ? — 

I have known as many as 54 houses thrown down in one day and the early part 
of the next morning. 

923. How many families were there in those houses? — They numbered, to the 
best of my recollection, 320 or 330 persons. 

924. Were there any police or any military force present at the throwing 
down of those houses ; — There were 12 policemen present on that occasion. 

925. Was there any attempt at resistance made on the part of the people? — 
Not the slightest. 

926. Have voii known any instances in which a large number of houses were 
thrown down in one day in which there were no police present? — I have. 

927. Was there any resistance on the part of the people? —None whatever. 

928. In answer to questions by Mr. Cornewall Lewis you have given the best 
account you could of what became of the families of those persons who were not 
able-bodied who were evicted. You have stated, I think, that those persons have 
received out-door relief 5 will you now slate to me what the condition of those 
able-bodied persons was who were turned out, so far as you observed them ? — 
Nothing could be more miserable. 

929. As able-bodied persons, I presume they do not receive out-door relief? — 
They do not receive out-door relief. 

930. Then how do they live?- -They gradually break down until they come 
under the infirm class. 

931. On what do they subsist? — Sea weed, turnips, shell fish, charity; any- 
thing their children, who usually gather those things, can procure for them ; the 
number at present in the infirm class, in which there are upwards of 10,000 out 
of a population of 48,000, shows that immense numbers of those able-bodied must 
drop by degrees into that class. 

932. Take 
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0-12. Take the case of an able-bodied family evicted and living in the condi- Captain 
lion which you have described, how soon would your experience lead you to A. E. Kennedi/. 
expect that such a family would come down into the class of the infirm ?— ~~ “ 

Probably in three months ; the man would get a few days’ labour ; a day or two 

a week perhaps. 1 1 -n • u- 

933. At what wages? — He may get fourpence a day; that will not sustain his 
family ; and he will come down gradually till he drops into the infirm class; you 
will Le in that part of the union men of 25 to 30 years of age as infirm as men 
of 70. 

934. Does he usually sell his blanket, and so on? — They pawn everything 
they can. 

935. Have you got any return from pawnbrokers in the district ? — 1 got a 
return and forwarded it to the Poor-law Commissioners. 

936. Are you able to state whether it has been found that pawning this^ sort 

of necessary articles has increased much within the last two or tliree years?— It 
increased from 1847 np ’^^8 rapidly, and from that period there 

was almost a total cessation, there being nothing left to pawn. 

937. Many parts of tlie union are a considerable distance, are they not, from 
the sea ; many miles ? — Yes. 

938. How do those persons evicted in those parts of the union live on shell 
fish ? — Those parts of the union are usually not so densely populated, and evictions 
liave not been carried on to the same extent. 

939. But is there not a part of the electoral division or barony called, I think, 

Kilmurrv Ibrickane, which is a considerable distance from the sear— A consider- 
able part of it is distant from the sea. 

940. Have not a considerable number of evictions taken place there ? — There 
have, a very considerable number. 

941. How do the people there live?— I cannot say how they live; the mortality 
in that district has been very high, and the reduction of the population very 
great. 

942. Do you consider that the condition of persons evicted m districts far from 
the^ sea is very much worse than that of others who are near the sea ?— Very much 

943. Can you state whether agrarian outrage has increased or diminished within 
the time you have been in the union ?— I scarcely remember an instance since I 
went to the union of agrarian outrage. 

944. Chairman:] You have described the pauperism of the union as consisting 
in a great part either of able-bodied persons and their families, or of those who 
have*been able-bodied and their families ; has that been occasioned by the general 
absence of employment for the able-bodied labourers in the union?— I think so, 

945. Supposing employment had been generally found ami given from the 
commencement of the famine to the able-bodied labourers of the union, would not, 
upon a rough estimate, half the pauperism, as well as a great part of the suffering 
that ha.s prevailed in that district, have been prevented ? — I think more than half. 

946. Have there not been from the first, and are there not still, natural 
resources existing in the union which would have afforded, in your opinion, the 
means of productively employing the able-bodied population? — I think very great 
resources. 

947. Can you specify the nature of the employment that might have been 
afforded them either from private or from public sources? — Draining generally. 

948. Is the land of the union generally very much in want of drainage?— Very 

much in want; there are very few acres of it drained. . j - 

949. Would its value be very largely increased if it were properly drained.'' 

Jhave heard practical and well-informed men put the increased value by draining 

at from 30 to 40 per cent. 

950. Mr. Monsell.'\ Is the undrained land as well cultivated as it is capable of 

being ? — Certainly not. • • u • 

951. Do you conceive that with the existing amount of capital m the union, 
the union could be made to produce more than it now produces? I cannot 
state what is the amount of capital in the union ; it is a difficult matter to calcu- 
late in Kilrusb, but it is very small. 

952. Chairman?i Is there any large quantity of bog that is reclainiable, 
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imd might be improved ?-There is a large quantitv of bog, and a large quantity 
of very good ground that might be easily reclaimed by draining it, by deepening 

953. Then the drainage you speak of would consist of arterial drainage as 

well as of thorough draitiage ? — It would, of both. 

954. If arterial drainage should be adopted, it would then open op facilities for 
thorough drainage in the district? — It would, 

QSi; Mr. O'ComdU In what part of the union is the good land situated ?— 
The union generally throughout is fair land ; 1 consider it to be very fertile 

956. By arterial drainage, you mean the deepening of the channel of the river 

to let the water off?— Deepening the rivers. , 

qc7 Have not the rivers very shallow beds, requiring much excavation to let 
the water off?— There are some rivers that would require a very small outlay to 

enable them to drain many thousand acres. - „ r* • ri r 

os8 Is that the case throughout the whole of the union ? It is. 1 know of no 
part of the country so intersected by small rivers capable of deepening and 

QrQ”^Lord JVnas.l Do not you think there might be profitable eraploynieot for 
every able-bodied man within the union for years to come !— I believe that the 
whole population, or double the population ot Kilriisli, employed for 10 years, 
would not bring it to the same state of cultivation as Down or Antrim. 

060 o! Arundel and Sumy-I Can you name any estate in the union 
where employment has been carried on of that description lately r— Mr. Burton, 

of Carrigaholt, has been draining. . , , , -rv , 

qfit Can you give the Committee the result of that?— The employment given 
has resulted in relieving the destilntion and sulFering of the people to a great 

062 Can vou specify anv estate on which evictions have not taken place without 
providing thd means of emigration for the parties evicted, or giving sufficient 
compensation ?— I can name one estate ; there is a Mr. Joly, the proprietor ot an 
estate in the western portion of the union, who has not evicted. 

qfiq Is that estate in a better condition than the others?— I think it is. 

964. Was it so before the general system of eviction took place ?— It was in a 

very bad state before that, . , , . , , . , 

965. But he has not evicted i— He has not evicted ; he emigrated a number, and 
divided the land among those who remained, and gave them leases. 

966 Chairman.] Then those who remained upon his property are in conse- 
quence infinitely better off than those upon tlie neighbouring properties ?— I think 
thSV 8T6. 

067. Earl of Arundel and Surrey.'] What happens generally to the land from 
-which the people have been evicted?— It usually lies waste for a time. 

968. Then a great part of the lands from which evictions have taken place are 

now lying waste?— Not now lying waste, but they did lie waste for a time after 
the evictions took place. j ■ • • 

969. Are they now under cultivation again?— They are now under cultivation 
again ; there is not much waste land in the Kilrush Union. 

970. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do you think that the labourers generally are willing to 
work ; are they desirous of obtaining work?~I think so, though 1 have heard the 
contrary stated, but my own experience leads me to think they are desirous of 

obtaining work. . , . , , t. 

071 . Chairman] Are you aware of an instance in which employment has been 
recently given upon a large scale by a gentleman who has lately come into the 
union ; and who has employed them upon his slate works ? — It is so ; be has a 
slate quarry ; but that is not agricultural employment, which I presume the ques- 
tions referred to. 

972. Is it not the fact that some hundred labourers employed upon these slate 

works work with great zeal and industry ?— They do most zealously; I have 
seldom seen better workmen- , . v 

973. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do you think that the general habit of the people in the 
Kilrush Union is that of industrious and good workmen? — I do not; 1 think the 
course of things there for many years, where they have not been required to work 
more than I'io or 200 days out of 365, has induced, generally, indolent habits ; 

but 
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but that they \»il\ work for a low amount, will work for their food, or a low rate 
of wages, is proved beyond a doubt. 

074. Do you think their labour is of proportional value to that low rate of 
wave??— I think their labour is of proportional value to that low rate of wages ; 

I think it is of very little value, for their physical power is not sufficient to do a 
good day’s work. , . , , 

975. Chairman.'} Do you think they might be trained to industry by constant 
employment at fair wages, and that under such circumstances there could be any 
doubt of their doing a full day’s work for a fair day's wages?— I think there is 
no doubt of that whatever. 

076. Sir L. O'Brien.} How did they behave when the public works were going 
on>— I do not think that is a fair mode of judging ; I know in the County Meath, 
where I was employed, they did little- 

977. That was a sort of experiment to try the efi'ect of giving employment?— 
Yes, in public labour, which was very badly superintended. 

978. Chairman.} Do you attribute to the bad superintendence of the works the 
fact that they did little or nothing?— I do, in a great measure, for I know of in- 
stances where they were employed at task-work, where they earned remarkably 
good wages, which was the case to a great extent in the county of Meath, where 
I was employed at that time; in fact, they earned so good wages at that task- 
work, that it was necessary to discontinue the system- 

970, That was the employment given under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, was not 
it ?— Yes, and road work also. , tt ■ - 

■ 980. Was there any employment of that sort given m the Kllrush Union r— 

Not that I am aware of. ... . tt - j 

gSi. Has there been any employment given in the Kilrush Union under the 
Land Drainage Act?— None, that I know of, or at least not to any extent worth 

^982, Do you know whether any proprietors in the Kilrush Union have applied 

for Government aid under that Act ? — Nut that I am aware of. ^ ^ 

983. Have you had one of Lord Clarendons practical instructois in the union. 
— There was one there one season. 

984. Why did not he return in subsequent seasons? — ihere could be no sub- 
scriptions procured to pay him. .... 

085 The landowners generally were averse to paying the subscription that was 
required to enable him to visit the town ?-I think they were of opinion that his 
services were useless. 

986. What was the amount of subscription required trom them to get him 
down? — £. 25 towards the total expenses. 

087 And that sum of 25 L could not be obtained by subscription among the 
landowners of the Kilrush Union to bring down a practical instructor to a district 
so ill cultivated as you state those lands to be ? — It was not subscribed. 

9S8. Lord Naas.} What course did this practical instructor take when he visited 
the union ? — He went from place to place, wherever he could assemble a number 

of farmers together. , . «• « t r • • * 

989. Did you see any practical result from his efforts 1 — I am or opinion that 
there were very good results in some districts. , r 

900. Chairman.] Are you of opinion that means might have been taken horn 
the first to secure the employment of the able-bodied poor of the Kilrush Union, 
either by private employers or upon public works ? From what I have stated, 
I am clearly of opinion that there is ample employment for them all. 

991 SirL. O’Brien.} Could you devise a plan which would be free trom 
objections for carrying on employment there?— I would rather not indulge in 
theory about the matter, for I know it is a most difficult question; but one tact 
I know, and that is, that the labourers are idle and starving, and that the land is 
not half cultivated, or drained. i l *. 

002. Chairman.] Is it not the fact that the pressure of the poor law has not 
operated as a stimulus to the landowners or the landholders to give the employ- 
ment that you think might have been afforded ? — It has not m the Kilrush Union, 

^^qq3^*^Has not the force of that pressure been very materially dimmished by the 
fact that the Government have supplied more than half ot the expenditure for tlie 
relief of the poor that has been incurred during the last three years . 1 now 

think so, 

0.52. K 



18 June 1850. 



994 - 



And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Ca^itain 

A. £. Kennedy. 
i8 June 1850. 



74’ minutes oe evidence taken before the 

994. And that the rates during that period have borne no proportion to the 

expenditure, but were a fixed amount, or nearly a fixed amount, supposed to be 
proportioned to the capabilities of payment, the surplus being made up by 
Governtnent aid ? — It was a fixed amount, inasmuch as several uniform rates have 
been struck through the union, though the requirements of different electoral 
divisions varied very much. t i.- ■ 

995. Mr. Clements.] How many uniform rates have there been? — I think two 
within the three years. 

996. Do you think “two” and “ several” are synonymous terms? — No, I do not. 

997. Chairman^ The deficiency was made up from the public funds? —It vvas. 

998. Lord Naas.] With regard to those reports relating to evictions, I think 
I understood you to say that you believe that the facts stated in this paper are 
generally correct Generally speaking; at least as to the number. 

999. May I ask you to state to the Committee the mode you adopted for obtain- 
ing the facts and evidence herein contained ? — From the relieving officers usually 
in the first instance. I can produce the relieving officers’ lists if required. 

1000. What mode in the next instance? — In the next instance I usually em- 
ployed the overseers, or other officers engaged in the union, to verify those lists. 

1001. Mr. Chnmis.] The overseers? — The overseers, during the time the 
paupers were relieved under the 2d section. 

1002. Had the overseers to see the paupers at labour breaking stones? — Yes. 

1003. Lord Naas^ Did you on any occasion employ a person to go through 
the union to verify these reports received from the relieving officers r — I did. 

1004. What was that person’s name ? — “Shannon.” 

1005. What was the course Shannon adopted for obtaining the evidence? — He 
usually went upon the land for the purpose of ascertaining the fact. 

1006. Then we are to understand that the list of facts contained in this paper 
were only obtained in the last instance through the instrumentality of Shannon ? — 
They were corrected generally by him. 

1007. Have you reason to believe that this Shannon was a man in whom you 
could place confidence? — I believe so. 

1 008. Have you ever made inquiries into his character ? —Often, 

• 1009. Were those inquiries generally satisfactory? — They were. 

1010. Do you believe him to be a man in whom you could place implicit 
reliance ? — Not implicit confidence, but a man upon whom 1 could place sufficient 
confidence for a duty of this sort. 

1011. Were vou ever on any occasion warned by any persons of influence in 

the neighbourhood against Shannon?— I have heard many persons of influence in 
the neighbourhood speak of him in very disparaging terms, but I do not know 
what grounds they had for so speaking. ^ 

1012. You did not think what you heard against him was sufficient to induce 
you to distrust him ? — No, I did not. 

1013. I believe the Commissioners sent down an order that you should take 
depo.sitions on oath r — ^They did not ; they called upon me for an explanation of 
certain matters alleged. 

1014. And the result of that was, that you took depositions on oath ? — I did. 

1015. Were those depositions forwarded to the Commissioners? — They were; 
they are in correspondence, 

1016. What authority had you for taking those depositions ? — That conferred 
upon me by the Poor-Law Commission, which empowers me so to do by law. 

1017. Where were those depositions taken ? — Generally in my own house, and 
sometimes in the workhouse. 

101 8 . Was there any one present then besides yourself and the person exairiined ? 
— On several occasions. 

1019. Who? — ^There is scarcely a deposition there that is not witnessed by 
some one present. 

1020. Was not Shannon the witness ? — On many occasions ; also the relieving 
officers. 

1021. Were not on many occasions Shannon and you and the person deposing 
the only persons in the room ? — Not that I remember. 

' 1022. On no occasion ?— On no occasion, that I remember. 

1023. Were those depositions taken in public? — No. 

1024. Was there any opportunity given for cross-examination upon the deposi- 
tions ? — None^ 

1025.* Were 
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1025. Were there not many occasions on which depositions were taken by you> Captfiiu 

and witnessed by Shannon, consisting of facts which Shannon originally told you ? A. E. Kennedy: 
—Certainly not, that I remember. ^TTTTXn 

1026. On no one occasion ?— On no occasion that I remember, i generally 
’employed him, being a good clerk, to reduce the matter to form, which I had not 
time to do personally myself, having other duties to discharge. 

1 027. But you give the Committee to understand that the depositions were not 

taken in public ?~They were not- , 

1028. Then there was no opportunity given for cross-examination m any case? 

—None whatever ; it was a simple question of fact- I returned that so and so 
was evicted, and that fact was denied or disputed, and I was called upon for my 
remarks thereon by the Board, and that led me to get the party concerned, or the 
best evidence I could get, and to take a sworn deposition, strictly confined to the 
fact, and forwarded it to the Commissioners. 

1029. But at the time you took those depositions you were perfectly aware 
that the accuracy of those statements was denied by persons residing within the 
district?— It was in consequence of that denial that the depositions were taken. 

1 030. At the time you took those depositions there was nothing to prevent you, 
had you been so inclined, from summoning all the persons connected with the 
original facts, and allowing them to be present at the examination on oath ? 

Nothing whatever. 

1031. Chairman^] Were you authorized to hold a court of inquiry on oath, 
and to summon parties to hear what was going on? — It was neither desirable nor 
expedient that I should do so. 

1032. If you had taken that course with respect to all the cases m which you 
learnt that evictions had taken place, seeing that many hundreds were evicted, 
would that not have been totally inconsistent with carrying on your numerous 
duties as inspector ? — It would have taken 10 inspectors to do it. 

1033. Mr. Clements.'^ Is it the practice of officers under the Poor-law Com- 
mission to take evidence on oath in a room, without calling before them the per- 
sons interested in the facts to which the depositions refer?— If it is merely a 
question of fact there is no necessity for so doing ; for instance, if there was the 
name of a man given as having been evicted, but who was stated by others not 
to have been evicted, I consider myself certainly justified if I can find that man 
to depose at any time to take his deposition that he was evicted. 

1034. Is it the practice of the officers under the Poor-law Commission to take 
depositions in the manner you have described ?• — I think they are taken wherever 
thev are required 5 I have known them taken in private and in public, as the case 
may be ; nobody was excluded ; anybody would have been quite at liberty to 
attend if they pleased. 

1035. Chairman.'l Were you not required by the Poor-law Commissioners to 
give your ‘I'eports upon the best evidence you could obtain upon the general state- 
ment which had been sent up to the Commissioners, with respect to the details of 
those evictions? — The Poor-law Commissioners called upon me for my remarks 
upon those objections ; they did not point out any particular mode of doing so, 
that was quite left to my own discretion. 

1036. Lord iVizas.] When was that? — On the occasion of those papers being 
referred to me. 

1037. Can you state when you first forwarded those accounts? — The dates are 
all in the correspondence. 

1038. Can you inform the Committee whether you forwarded those returns 

prior to April 1 848 ?— The returns contained in that list were forwarded upon the 
date of each, whatever it may be. _ . . 

1039. But still you give the Committee to understand that the Commissioners 
did not prescribe to you the mode in which you should obtain that information ? 

Clearly so. , f . i o o 

1040. Will you take that letter of the Commissioners of the 5th of April 1040 

in your hand, and read it ? — “ With regard to the 16 houses which are adierte 
to in your letter as having been levelled in the Kilmurry electoral division, I arn 
to inform you that the Commissioners are desirous of receiving more denned 
information; and in order to ensure greater accuracy in the statements, the Com- 
missioners would suggest that you should ground such information entirely 
evidence upon oath.” If you will allow me, I will read my reply to that : Aci- 

vertine to the 16 houses mentioned in my report of the ad instant as having been 

0.52. K 2 levelled 
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Captain levelled in the ‘ Kilmurry’ division, I have the honour to request that the Cotn- 
A. E- Kennedy, mlssioners would be kind enough to furnish me M’itb the heads upon which they 
TT I would desire sworn information, as I fear embodying matter which might 
1 une 1 50. embarrass them. This evil is one of such magnitude in this union, that any exa- 
mination of it should be maturely considered and searchingly conducted.” There 
is no further instruction upon that letter, consequently I consider that the former 
direction is neutralized thereby. 

1041. Neutralized by your* answer? — By receiving no specific instructions 

1042. Will you look at the next letter, of the 15th of April, in answer to yours ? 
— “ 1 am directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, in 
which you advert to the evictions which have taken place in the Kilmurry electoral 
division of Kilrush Union, and request to be furnished with the heads on which 
the Commissioners desire to be furnished with sworn informations. In reference 
thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to state that they are desirous that all 
the material facts connected with the evictions should be placed on record, in 
order that they may be in a position to ascertain whether any burden has been 
cast on the poor rates illegally.” I conceive that that sworn evidence which the 
Commissioners required was for the purpose of ascertaining whether relief had been 
given illegally. This related to certain matters before adverted to, which you will 
find, 

1 043. The matters adverted to were the evictions ? — I conceive that that merely 
has reference to placing those facts upon record for the purpose of ascertaining 
w’hetlier relief had been illegally given by any parties connected with the union. 

1044. But surely, after having read those two letters from the Commissioners, 
•YOU can hardly say that you were not directed by the Commissioners to take the 
evidence on oath ? — 1 think not necessarily, unless there were any facts connected 
w’ith those evictions which related to relief being illegally given. 

1045. Monseil.'] Did not you take the evidence on oath? — I did after the 
matter was disputed. 

1046. Mr. Clments.'] Then after the matter was disputed, you took the 
evidence on oath without calling the persons before you who had disputed that 
matter? — I did. 

1047. Sir L. Did any of the people get money who gave those 

affidavits? — None from me. 

1048. Did they get any from any one? — None. I may state that I have known 
people who have been deprived of their relief for giving that evidence. 

1041). Mr. C 7 ew?e?j/s .3 You stated in the early part of your evidence, in refer- 
ence to the period between the 1st of December and the middle of January, -when 
there was a cessation of out-dobr relief, that the guardians had caused the work- 
houses to be overcrowded ; were the workhouses overcrowded at any previous 
period during the administration of the vice-guardians ?— I did not say that the 
guardians had caused the workhouses to be overcrowded, I think, in any part of 
ray evidence. 

1050. Did you not state that the vrorkhouses were overcrowded under the 
adnhnisiration of the elected guardians during the period to which I have adverted ? 
— ^What I wished to convey to the Committee, and I hope I did convey, was, that 
the number of vacancies that appeared was fallacious j that those vacancies were 
not (luring the whole week, but only on one particular day or days of the week ; 
but I did not state that the guardians caused the workhouses to be overcrowded, 
for I do not believe that they did. 

1051. Were the workhouses overcrowded during that period at any time? — 
They were certainly over the number. 

1052. Were they overcrowded at any time during the administration of the 
vice-guardians r — ^I'hey undoubtedly were. 

1053 - Uid not you at this period endeavour to obtain a reduction in the accom- 
modation prescribed by the Commissioners ? — I did not 

1054. Will you turn to the correspondence between you and the Commis- 
sioners, commencing No. 11?— I endeavoured to correct a mismeasurement of 
the workhouse, and the result was, that precisely the numbers were left which 
I recommende(i, which I will show to be so, if it be desired. 
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Veneris, 21° die Junii, 1850 . 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Mr. Monsell. 

The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
Sir Lucias O’Brien. 

Lord Naas. 

Mr. Fagan. 



Mr. O’Flaherty. 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 
Sir W. Somerville. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 

Mr. Clements. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chair. 



Captain Arthur Edward Kennedy, called in ; and further Examined. 

1055. Mr. Clements.'\ Referring to the latter part of your evidence of the 
last day of the meeting of the Committee, have you a copy of the letter add^ssed 
to the Commissioners by you in November last with reference to the workhouse 
accommodation in the Kilrush Union ? — I have. 

1056. Will you be so good as to read it? — “ My attention was lately called 

to what I conceived the overcrowded state of one of the dormitories of the parent 
house, and on examination I found that it contained but a fair proportion, ac- 
cording to the number sanctioned by sealed order. I called upon the medical 
officer for a detailed measurement of the whole house, which I forward herewith ; 
this measuvement would lead to the conclusion that the accommodation has been 
much ‘overrated ; the numbers were fixed at the recommendation of the late 
elective Board and the (then) medical officer, Mr. Donovan, but upon what pre- 
cise data I cannot learn ; it is a matter of very serious importance, which I deem 
it my duty to bring under thenotice of the Commissioners.’ ^ 

1057. That is a letter dated the 13 th of November 1849 , is it not r — The 13 th 
of November. 

1058. Will the correspondence which ensued, contained in the papers now 
before you, numbered respectively 11, 12, 13 , 14 , andl6, without the Appendix, 
and 17 , give the Committee full information respecting this matter ? I will not 
say full ; it will give them information upon the matter, but not complete infor- 
mation. 

1059. Will you be prepared, after that correspondence is printed for the use 
of the Committee, to give them any further information that may be necessary 
upon the subject? —Quite. 

1060. Will you have the goodness to read that correspondence?—! will; 
“No. 11. Copy of Letter from the Commissioners to Captain Kennedy, dated 
the 8th December 1849 . — The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief 
of the poor in Ireland have had their attention directed m that part of your 
report of the 13th ultimo, relating to Kilrush Union, in which you state that 
some of the wards of the parent w^orkhouse are much overcrowded, although they 
contain but a lair proportion according to the numbers sanctioned by sealed 
order, and you add that the numbers were fixed at the recommendation of the 
late elected Board, and the then medical officer, Dr. Donovan, but tliat you 
cannot learn upon what precise data. The Commissioners have also had 
before them the statement of the present medical officer, which is appended 
to your report, in which he states that he cannot understand how, or by what 
means, the accommodation was increased from 800 to 1,100. The Commis- 
sioners think that there must be some mistake in the estimate now made 
by the medical officer, as they find that the number permitted to be received 
into the main house has been concurred in on former occasions by him as 
well as by yourself. The Commissioners find that the first order, in which 
so large a number as 1,100 was allowed, was issued on a report received 

you .on the 1st January 1848 , which contains the following passage : ‘ 
medical officer and committee, after due examination of the house and hired 
premises, consider them fitted to contain the following numbers: the house, 
1,100 ; temporary fever hospital, 150 ; hired house, 80 ; making in all, 1 , 330 . I 
consider this a very reasonable estimate when the house is properly managed. 
The Commissioners also find that on the 30 th December, in the same year, a 
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A. E. Kenntdy- 



ai June 1850. 
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CptaiD received, signed by the present medical officei, m which 1,100 was 

A & stated to be his estimate of the greatest number of persons who should occupy 

— - the building ; and the return contains the following observations, apparently in 

aiJmeiSso. O’Donnell’s handwriting: ‘The house was originally built for 800, but 

the guardians added to it by raising over the idiot wards, which provided the 
additional accommodation. The Commissioners have further to observe, that 
since the date at which the number was first fixed at 1 , 100 , they have received 
many reports from you, in which you have drawn their attention to the greatly 
imp/ovetl sanitary "state of the workhouse. Bearing these circumstances in 
mind and looking to the great want of workhouse accommodation in Kilrush 
Union the Commissioners would feel some difficulty at this time in reducing 
the nnmber allowed to he maintained at one and the same time m the parent- 
house, unless it was clearly shown that that number wik peater than was 
consistent with a due regard to health. On the other hand, the measurements 
now furnished by the medical of&cer would appear to indicate that the present 
number is excessive, and however great the want of workhouse accommodation 
may be the Commissioners do not think that it would justify the continuance 
of a number of inmates greater than could be accommodated without danger to 
health. Still as your present report, and the opinion of the medical ofecer, 
vary so materially from your former report, and the former estimate oi the 
present medical officer, the Commissioners think that some explanation is neces- 
sary ■ and they request therefore that you will confer with the medical omcer, 
and obtain an "explanation on the subject from him, and ihen report further to the 
Commissioners.’ Tlie return, signed by Dr. O’Donnell, which is above reterred to, 
is l.evewith enclosed, and should he returned with your report. Uie Commis- 
sioners desire further to observe, that independently of the question whether 800 
or 1 100 is the proper number to be received and maintained in the workhouse, 
they do not understand how certain of the wards can have been overcrowded, as 
described by you, without great want of management on the part of the work- 
house officers, inasmuch as it appears by the return for the week ended the 17th 
ultimo (the week to which your report applies), that there were but 698 persons 
in the workhouse, and that consequently there was a considerable number oi 
vacancies, even if the amount of accommodation be estimated at 800 only. Un 
this point some explanation should be obtained from tlie master of the work- 
house, and transmitted with your report. The Commissioners likewise observed 
that during the first 26 weeks of the present year, namely, from the 1 st of January 
to the 7th of July, there were in the main workhouse a number fluctuating from 
838 to 1 4‘>4 (considerably more than double the present number), and they 
desire a further explanation from you of the fact that no report from you on this 
subject has reached them until the present time.” The next is No. 12: “ Copy 
of Letter from Captain Kennedy to the Commissioners, dated the 19th December 
1849.— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 72,740, 
dated the 8th of December 1849, and which a pressure of business has ppvented 
me sooner replying to. I enclose explanation, as required therein, fi'om the 
medical officer and master of the workhouse. On the date of my report (l Janu- 
ary 1848 ), adverted to by you, I was imperfectly acquainted with the system of 
measurement laid down by the Commissioners in a late circular, and gave my 
opinion on the faith of the report of the medical officer and the committee 
(including the chairman), who inspected, and 1 understand had measured the 
liouse. The Commissioners are aware that the sanitary state pf the house has 
been, during the last year, highly satisfactory, even with the highest number it 
contained, and I am of opinion, that taking into considertion the scrupulous 
cleanliness and improved ventilation, it may safely accommodate 1,000, the 
idiot wards having been removed to afford additional accommodation within the 
present year. During the half-year, from the 6th January to the 7th July 1849, 
the numbers in the workhouse fluctuated so much, and the pressure was fre- 
quently so sudden, that overcrowding occasionally ensued, but only for short, 
periods, and at a time when closing the workhouse would have been most 
injurious to the working of the union. I take no slight blame to myself 
for having given a lu^ty sanction to a greater number than the house was 
properly calculated to accommodate, and I only brought the matter under 
the Commissioners’ notice to relieve myself from the perseverance in an 
error into which I bad inadvertently fallen.” Copies of enclosures in foregoing. 
1 Memorandum from the medical officer: “ Kilrush, December 10th, 1849.— 

The 
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The workhouse accommodation was fixed (as stated by you) by the elected Board, 
and Dr. Donovan, at 1 , 100 ; to this I had nothing to say (though assistant 
medical officer at the time), as I was not consulted ; and, in accordance with . 
their calculation, a sealed order. No. 148, dated Janutiry 8th, 1848, came, sanc- 
tioning the relative numbers. Having seen this order subsequently, I took it 
■for granted that it was issued on the accurate measurement of the house, and 
that" it allowed the required numbers of cubic feet of air to each pauper, accord- 
ing to classes, and the original construction of the house. The paragraph in 
your report (alluded to) was written on the faith and supposed correctness of the 
committee and Doctor’s report ; and as the house was then occupied by children 
and adults, it did not appear overcrowded. On the 29th of Decmnber 1848 the 
appended return was shown me by the clerk ; I signed it according to the above 
seded order, which I thought correct (Dr. Phelan never having objected to the 
number). The observations made in the column for remarks were those alleged 
by the committee, and taken as unquestionable by me. I received a sealed 
order, No. 70 , 887 , dated 3 January 1849, approving of the accommodation 
referred to, as also the Factory Auxiliary House ; and it was only when my 
attention was called to the overcrowding of some wards, and the appropriation 
of the male infirm ward into work-rooms, that 1 made the measurement which I 
handed you ; the remarks made on it were obvious, as there were no additional 
buildings added to the original house, the alterations over the idiot wards giving 
only additional infirmary room. I should, certainly, before I signed or con- 
curred in the return dated 29 December 1848, have measured the house or seen 
the fallacy of the alleged extra accommodation ; but X did not imagine that the 
numbers would be fixed on without due consideration, and having discovered 
the error (though late) I would not think myself justifiable in concealing it. 
J. B. O' Donnell." 2. Letter from the master of the workhouse to Captain 
Kennedy: "Workhouse, Kilrush, 14 December 1849. Sir,— In reply to your 
inquiry, I have the honour to inform you that on the week ended the I7th ult. 
some parts of the houses were overcrowded in consequence of not iiaving 
straw to stuff beds with, and the classification not being duly observed. It 
often happened in the Leadmore House that the part allowed or set apart for 
girls was overcrowded, and four, and even more sleeping in a bed, while in the 
male part of the building there mi^ht be considerable vacant space, but beds 
sometimes crowded through want of a sufficient supply of straw, for which I 
applied on the lOtb, 12 th, &c. of November. The sick were only 115 in the 
infirmary on the 31st of October, but on this day they number 230. I made 
the observation, as a decrease in the iufirmary causes an increase in the main 
building, and vice versa, there being a sealed order for the whole collectively. All 
places require to be well supplied with beds. Late admissions have often over- 
crowded the probationary wards, several persons being detained in them until 
the following day, when they were dressed and sent to different hoi\ses according 
to their classes. This could not be well remedied as there was no ward limit in 
the order for the number allowable. I have the honour to be. Sir, your obe- 
dient servant, P. J. Macinerny, Master. — To Captain A. E. Kennedy, p. l. i., 
Kilrush Union.” The next is No. 13 : “Copy of letter from Captain Kennedy 
to the Commissioners, dated 24tli December 1849. — Adverting to my report 
relative to the accommodation in the parent workhouse at Kilrush, 1 have the 
honour to inform you, that a new mill-house, with store loft, is now complete 
at the male side of the house, capable of containing about 150 adults, and 
there being little probability of the guardians at present appropriating this 
building to the purposes intended, it may be, without any further outlay, converted 
to a dormitory and day-room for the number I have stated. Should the Com- 
missioners sanction this arrangement it would be unnecessary to make any altera- 
tion in the existing sealed order, and an accurate measurement of the building can 
be forwarded with a view to fix the precise number it is capable of containing.” 
The next is No. 14 : “ Copy of letter from the Commissioners to Captain Ken- 
nedy, dated 5 January 1860. — The Commissioners for administering the laws for 
the relief of the poor in Ireland have had under consideration your report of the 
19th ultimo, in explanation of the circumstances under which you recommended 
the Commissioners on the 1st of January 1848 to fix the number ot persons 
to be admitted into the workhouse of Kilrush Union at 1 , 100 ; that number 
being, according to the opinion expressed by you in your recent reports, 
excessive. The Commissioners cannot but bear in mind that the number fixed,' 
0 . 52 . X 4 



Captain 
A. E. Kenmdy. 



31 June 1850. 
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Captai. and ^.hicll you now consider to be too great, has. on 

^.aLmarfy. during the past summer, been considerably 

neriod vou frequently drew the particular attention of the Commissioneis to 

.iJuneiSso- ?he heJlthv state o/the inmates of the 

haye therefore received your recommendation to restrict ® 
narrower limits with considerable surprise, no facts being alleged by you either 
“regard to the health of the inmates or the discipline ^^e establishment w^h 
has rendered your recommendation at this particular 

her in the workhouse being considerably less than is permitted, and the season 

of the year allowing of a much greater number than during the rammer, when, 

t fboSstr::"'the number las frequently exceeded. The 

regard your recommendation at this time to reduce the numbei below wha‘ lias 

bera permitted for the last two years, without auy injurious “ P®“' 

liarlylnopportune; the maximum number does not appear to 

for some time past ; and at this particular period it is a matter of the utmost 

consequence thlt the workhouse accommodation should '?« 

available as possible, consistently with a due regard “ 

cessarily restricted below the limits which experience has f ^ 

At the iame time, the Commissioners are prepared, notythstandmg the uigent 
necessity for extensive workhouse accommodation in^ Kilrush Union, 
the nun^ber allowed to be admitted, if that number is really 
a due regard to health ; but from the inconsisteney apparent in the 0P'“>°“ 
.expressed by you in 1847, and those expressed m your recent reports, and tram 
the total absence of any facts on which to support your more recently for^ 
opinion, the Commissioners feel bound to state that they do not fuel sufficient 
cLfidence in your report to permit them to act upon it. and they wiU teehme, 
before determining whether auy alteration should be made in the existin limi- 
tation order, request a special report from the permanent luspec.or. Mi . 
on the subject” Then, No. 16: “ Copy o Letter from Mr. ' ^ 

Commissioners, dated 21 January 1850.— Referring to my lettei of the 10th 
instant, acknowledging your communication of the 7th, enclosing papers 
relative to the workhouse accommodation in Kilrush Union, I have now the 
honour to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that on my late 
visit to Kilrush I carefully examined and compared the measurement of each 
house in and about Kilrush. The main house, which is at present limited 
under a sealed order from the Commissioners to 1,100, contains 216, cubic 
feet of sleeping apartments, with the. ordinary day-rooms, dinmg-hall, &c. , 
and as lon» as this house was occupied by the usual proportioii of sick and 
healthy adults and children, there was ample accommodation lor the above 
nnmbi, but since the children were removed to Leadmoie, the mam house is 
occupied altogether by the adults of both sexes, and by the sick of all classes. 

I would therefore recommend that no greater number than 1,000 should be 
allowed into this house as long as it is occupied by the classes I have descnbeci, 
but there are two excellent lofts which were built by the vioe-guardians as 
storage for the intended mill, which will conveniently accommodate 100 men 
till the mill, &c. is provided and erected. On examining Leadmore, I find it 
will afford far more accommodation than was at first contemplated. It contains 
altogether 253,039 J cubic feet, exclusive of day-rooms, dining-hall, kc., and 
allowing 160 feet for each person (Leadmore is occupied almost exclusively by 
children from five to 15 years of age), it will safely accommodate 1,586 inmates. 
Ballyerra (late County Fever Hospital) is particularly well situated^ for an 
auxiliary infirmary, and will accommodate 150 children, while Foleys Store 
will contain 465 female adults, allowing 180 feet sleeping room, and GO feet day 
room to each person. I do not propose any change in the numbers at the 
factory, or in the fever hospital, but I would recommend the number at Broom 
Hill to be reduced from 80 to 64. The total workhouse accommodation of the 
Kilrush Union would then stand thus : Main house and infirmary, adults, 1,000. 
Mill at ditto, adults, 100. Leadmore, children, both sexes, 1,586. Ballyerra (late 
County Fever Hospital), sick children, 150. Foley’s Store, adult females, 465. 
Factory (children from two to five), 200. Fever Hospital (Kelly’s Store) 150. 
Broom Hill, nurses and infants, or convalescent children, 64: total 3,715. I enclose 
an accurate measurement of all the houses in the possession of the guardians j 
As the accommodation in Kilrush Union is increased, a corresponding increase 
must naturally take place in the staff to manage and control the increased 
^ number 
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nutnber of inmates. I have more than once brought this subject before the ^ 

Board of Guardians, and though on one occasion they so far agreed to my sug- 

gestions as to cause advertisements to be issued inviting tenders from parties 
willing to undertake, the duties of assistant matron, assistant schoolmaster, and 
assistant schoolmistress at Leadmore, they afterwards declined to niake the 
appointments; I brought the subject again under the notice of ‘he Board on 
Saturday last, but could not induce the guardians to adopt ray suggestions. 

The factory, with 200 inmates, is left in charge of a pauper ; Ballyeria with 126 
sick children, is also left in charge of paupers ; and there is no paid 0™“ 

Broomhill. There are over 1,600 children, with only one male and one female 
teacher, and the duties of assistant matron at Leadmore were also imposed on 
the schoolmistress; she has been for some weeks in fever, and her double duty 
is now performed by her sister, who is not in the regular employment of the 
union. The subject of bedding and clothing was also brought by me under 
the notice of the Board on Saturday ; I laid before them an estimate prepared 
by the master {see copy enclosed, marked B.), showing the quantity of each 
article which is absolutely necessary for the increased number of inmates, lor 
whom accommodation has been provided. To provide these articles an outlay 
of about 500 ;. should be made. The guardians are naturally umvillmg to incur 
so heavv an expense, while they owe such large items to nearly all their con- 
tractors: I need not, however, point out to the Commissioners how useless it 

is to provide additional house accommodation, if a corresponding increase is not 
at the same time made in the bedding, clothing, and furniture required for 
the use of the paupers. I return herewith the papers forwarded to me on the 
7 th instant.” Then No. 17 ; “ Copy of Letter from the Commissioners to the 
Board of Guardians thereon, dated 25 January 1850.— The Commissioners for 
administering the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland, having had their 
attention drawn to the existing order limiting the number of persons to be 
relieved at one and the same time in the main workhouse ot Kilrush Union, 
and in certain of the auxiliary workhouses, and the Commissioners have been 
in communication with their inspector, Mr. Lynch, on the subject, and in conse- 
quence of a report received from him, the Commissioners propose to make some 
iterations in the existing order, and to include in the amended order the several 
auxiliary buildings which have not yet been limited by a sealed ordei. lie 
Commissioners have accordingly given directions for the preparation of a sealed 
order, in accordance with Mr. Lynch’s recommendation, which is as Mows : 
main'house and infirmary (occupied by adults), 1,000; stores erected for the 
proposed mill (occupied by adults), 100 ; Leadmore (.occupied by children ol 
both sexes), 1,686 ; Ballyerra (late County Fever Hospital, occupied by sick 
cliildreu), 150 : Foley’s Store (adult females), 465 ; Factory (children from two 
to five), 200 ; Fever Hospital (Kelly’s Stove,), 160 ; Broomhill (nurses and infants, 
or convalescent children), 64 : total, 3 , 715 . x x i t .i • i 

1061. In the earh' part of your evidence of the last day you stated, 1 think, 
that the deficient amount obtained through the rates for the relief of the poor m 
the Kilrush Union was made up by grants from the British llehet Association, 
and from the Government ? — I did state so. 

1062. Is that the case ?— It is the case. 

1063. Did the Relief Association and the Government advance whatever was 
necessary to makeup the deficiency arising from the want of funds m the union. 

—They did not, for there was debt incurred as well. ^ 

1064. Was there not a debt incurred to a considerable amount i rhere was. 

1065. Then how can it be said that the deficiency was made up by the grants 

from the Relief Association and from the Government ? — 1 have stated in that 
return, at page 2, “The remaining deficiency, namely, 12,171 was not provided 
for by funds from any other source, and debts appear to have been contracted 
to that amount, and to be included in the total debts to contractoi s or priva e 
parties, returned by the clerk as due on the 29 th September 1849 . Having 
embodied that in the return, 1 did not think it necessary to allude to that more 
particularly in my answer. ,, , , x r .... 

1066. Did the grants from the Government at the time alluded to relieve the 

authorities in the union from very serious inconvenience arising from the deh- 
ciency of funds: — ^Theydid. . . , , 

1067. Were not the grants from the Government limited to a particular 
description of outlay ?— They were usualjy limited to the purchase 
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106S. Were they DOt always limited to the purchase of food ?— No, not 

'''Ttfeq, On what occasions were they otherwise appropriated ?— Though that 
was the general direction for their application they were applied to various pur- 
poses, such as clothing, bedding, and anything that was absolutely necessary, 
that could not be provided upon credit. . 

1070. With the sanction of the Treasury?— So far with the sanction ot the 
Treasury that it was not objected to, but it was to a very small amount. 

1071. Were those purposes included in the estimate sent up to the Ireasury r 
—I think they were usually. On one occasion there was 500 1. granted for the 
fitting of a workhouse, which was not therefore applied to food. I believe that 
came from the funds of the British Relief Association. 

10-2 But we are now talking of the Government grants ; did the Govern- 
ment ever make grants to assist in the fitting up of workhouses, m in any way to 
assist in the administration of relief within the workhouses ’—They have since 

*^^1073. Did they at that time?— At that time, not that I am ™are ot. The 
general application of those funds was restricted to the purchase of food. 

1074. Did the Government send whatever money was required when the 
funds of the union became deficient to meet the necessary relief oi the people 
out of doors?- Not on all occasions. The expenditure frequently exceeded the 

estimate. „ i s. *.1 *• 

1075. Did the Government generally send a sum of money equal to tlie esti- 
mate? — They did. i. o -i.- i t> r f 

1076. You state that the deficiency was made up partly by the British Keliet 



Association? — It was. ^ n.- n 

1077. Was the money granted by the British Relief Association generally 
expended in the administration of relief through the guardians ?— It was ; such 
as was granted to the union. There was a time in which there was reliei 
granted through Count Strzelecki. 

1078. When you say “ granted” to the union, by whom was that 

portion of the association funds granted to the union?- — By the Reliei Associa- 
tion ; by their honorary secretary, the Count Strzelecki. _ _ 

107Q. Not through the Commissioners? — Not through the Commissioners. 

1080. Mr. Fagan^ Are you speaking of the year 1849 t — I ani speaking ol 
the year 1848 ; I am not prepared to say positively, but 1 believe it was m the 
year 1848 that those advances were made. I apprehend the honourable Mem- 
ber, Mr. Clements, is confounding the grants made by the British Reliet Asso- 
ciation directly to some of the distressed unions for the purpose of supporting 
children at the schools, with sums which were subsequently disbursed through 
the Poor-law Commissioners. The residue of that fund was applied to diiterent 

purposes altogether. t 1 • -n 

1081. If you refer to the evidence given on the last day, I think you will see 

that the question and the answer which you gave to that question refer to the 
year 1849 ?— They do. It was iu 1848 , I think, that those advances by the 
British Association ceased. _ , . 

1082. Are you quite sure that the funds of the British Association were not 
exhausted before 1849 ?— I think they ceased in 1848 . 

1083. Mr. Clements.l The questions which I put to you had reference to your 
answers at an early part of the examination of the last day, in which you gave 
the Committee to understand, that the guardians and people of the Kilriish 
Union were led to be indifferent as to the amount of relief expended m the 
union, because they were only required to meet that expenditure by a small 
proportion of rate iu compaiison to the expenditure, and that the deficiency was 
made up by grants from the British Relief Association, and from the Govern- 
ment, and to the explanation of that fact, the Committee will, I am sure, be 
ready to receive a further explanation from you; I refer to Question 632 , and 
those preceding it ?— I do not think I made that statement, nor do I see it here, 
that the guardians were led to be indifferent as to the expenditure in the union, 
nor do I think I implied that. I do not think I made auy such statement. It 
it can be pointed out to me, I shall be ready to explain it. 

1084. Will you have the kindness to refer to Questions 992 , 993, and 994 . 

^'fhe question 1 see at 992 is, “ Is it not the fact that the pressure of the Poor- 

law lias not operated as a stimulus to the landowners or the landholders to give 
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the employment that yon think might have been afforded r” My reply to that 
is, “ It has not in the Kilrush Union, decidedly.” The next question is, “ Has ^ 
not the force of that pressure been very materially diminished by the fact that 
the Government have supplied more than half the expenditure for the relief of 
the poor that has been incurred during the last three years?” My answer is, “ I 
think so clearly.” The next question is, “ And that the rates during that period 
have borne no proportion to the expenditure, but were a fixed amount, or 
near!}' n 6 xed ainount, supposed to be proportioned to the capabilities of pay- 
ment, the surplus being made up by Government aid?” My answer is, “ It was 
a fixed amount, inasmuch as several uniform rates have been struck through the 
union, though the requirements of different electoral divisions varied very much.” 

1085 . Mr. Faffan.] Those questions have reference to three years’ expendi- 
ture? — Those questions had reference to three years expenditure, 1847, 3 848, 
and 1849. 

1086. And your answers to the questions, in the early part ot your evidence, 
had reference to the expenditure of 1849 ? — Of the year 1849. 

1087 . Mr. Clemn/s.] Also for the sam^e three years? — For the same three 

years ; for the same time. , . , r 

108 B, And you think that those answers do not bear the inference which I 
put upon them? — I think not. 

1089 . CAai?'man.] Surely you must have meant by the answers to the ques- 
tions irom 992 to 994, that the greater portion of the expenditure being defrayed 
from extraneous aid rendered the guardians and ratepayers of the whole union 
comparatively less sensitive to the amount of expenditure, inasmuch as they did 
not defray the wliole of it, but only that portion considered by the Commis- 
sioners capable of being easily levied in the union ? — I may state, in reply to 
that, that I think of course they would have been more sensitive had those rates 
been higher. 

1090 . Mr. C/ements.] Is it the fact that a greater portion of the expenditure 
was supplied by extraneous aid ? — I have stated so. In these tables I have given 
the exact amount, and will give it again if necessary. 

1091 . Is it not the fact that 29,091 1. out of 39,588 1. is, or has to be, supplied 
out of the funds of the union ?— May I ask where you get those figures ? 

1092 . Have you not stated that the expenditure for the year endiug the 29th 
of September 1849 was 39,688 1., and that the whole of the amount levied was 
16,595 1., and that the debt remaining was 12,496 making the direct liability 
of the union to amount to 29,091 1. out of 39,588 I ?— The expenditure for the 
year ending the 29th of September 1849 was 39,588 and the amount of rate 
collected for the same period was 16,595 I. ; the 12,171 1. was a debt accumulated 
in the three years, not in one year. 

1093 . Is not the union liable for that debt? — I presume so. 

1094 . Chairman.] But that was not part of the expenditure in the year ciuling 

1849 ? A portion of tliat 12,171 1, was of course included in the expenditme of 

1849. That 12,171/. was the aggregate amount left unprovided for on the 
three years, for the debt incurred during those three years, over and above the 
grants from the British Relief Association, and from the Treasury. 

1095 . Are not the total debts for that period 12,496 Z. ? — They are. 

1 096 . Mr. C/emenis.] Are not the guardians liable for that amount ?— The 
union is, I presume ; or the guardians. 

1097 . Is not the union going to pay it ? — I presume it will be paid from the 
advances about to be made. 

1098 . Who is to repay those advances?— I have not seen the Bill; but I pre- 
sume the union will have to pay them by instalments. 

1 099 . Then the union is liable for the whole? — The union is liable for tlie whole. 

1100 . Have not the guardians felt that liability most keenly in tlie uniavour- 
able rate of contracts they hate made for all they have supplied r — I think they 
have. 

not. Then is it or is it not the fact that the Government have defrayed the 
greater portion of the expenditure of the union? — The Government advanced 
tlie sum of 15,689/. 6 s. between the 31st of March and the 22 d of September 
1849 ; and the expenditure chargeable to the half year ending the 29ih of 
September 1849, was 24,109 Z. 13s. 4^4. 

1102 . That was in the half year ending the 29th of September? — The 29th of 
September. 

0 . 52 . L 2 1103 . How 
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no'i How will it be in the whole year ending the 29th of September r— 

I have^lready^We; the expenditure of that year; do you wtsh the expenditure 

of the year ending the 29th of September 1849 . „„ 1 

1 1 na Preciselv —The expenditure for the year is 30,588 1. 

111)1'. L R. Ferguson.] Can you state the amouut of the Government grants 

ThVnlfaUs’mor'e than half of 39,000 /. ?-lt is. 

Ill, Doel lot that include the three years ?-That ineludes the three years. 

o8 Did thev in any one year defray more than half the expenditure of *he 
• Tl Ja/d mlt\ut between the 81st of March and the 22d of Sep- 
tember 18« adlatces, to the amount of 15,6891. 6i., were made by the Treasury. 

^inn rLlmm 1 Against an expenditure for the same half year of what 1- 
I hrnof goirexptditure of tl?e half year; 15,689 I. were advanced in the 

'’IVrMiu 

Were you referring to the expenditure, or the amount of 

rate collected in each year r—lo both. oq eQo/ fnr tbp vear endina: 

ino Chaiman^ The amount expended was 39,588/. tor the year enmnj^ 
18« ;-For the year 1849, ending the 29th of September, the expenses incurred 

* te .T'wat not that expenditure made up of three items ; 16,5951 eollected 
in rati- 16 182/. of Government advances; and the remainder of debt for 
which the union is still liable, but the amount of ->“^1 

to advance, repayable by the union within 40 years 1— That I believe is the state 
of Ckvicnts.] What has been the expenditure of the last half year to 

the SlstofMarchl-Thatlhaveuot; the accounts are only just audited. 

mis! Havrnot you got an abstract ?-! have got the quarterly return, but 

' "i nV wm yo^ tetCtll'do“cument, which is an abstract audited up to the 
23d of February (handing the same to the Witness) ?— The total expendituie m 

1 l\t ^Tirat isT expenditut for the half year ending the 23d of February ? 

~nTs I believe the Commissioners directed the accounts to be closed up to 
that date, in consequence of the alteration of the boundaries of the union . 

f What should you estimate the expenditure between the 23d of Februan 
and the 25th of March to be?— About 400/. a week ; that is, about 1,600/. for 

*Vl2o!'^What would that make the expenditure for the half year?— About 

^"’fiai. Then what was the expenditure for the corresponding period in the 

'^'Tiirlvere there any Government grants during the half year ending the 
23th of Match last;— I thiuk not, with the exception of 600/. given for fitting 
of the workhouse ; and a grant of lOO/. for food. _ 

1123 Chairman.] Do yon think that the relief afforded to the destitute poor 
in the workhouse, during the half year ending in March last, was adequate to 

their necessities ? — I do not. i,. n 

1124. In drawing your estimate at the commencement of that halt year, which 
seems to have e.xceeded the actual expenditure, did not you estimate for what 
you considered a full amount of relief to the destitute poor of the union, and 
that the difference therefore may be so accounted for ?— That was estimated tor. 
I niav state that a large amount of money was saved in the half-par ending 
the 25tli of March 1850, by the stoppage of out-doov relief altogether for some 

"^^25. Mr. F^^an.'] And your estimate was for the continuance of relief? 
For tlie continuance of relief, of course. 

1 1 :6. Including out-door relief r— Including out-door relief. 

1 1 27. Earl oUrundel and Surrey.] Have you any returns showing the number 
of rateable tenements in each of the electoral divisions of the Union of pirusn 
for a period of years ?— I have, for the years 184G, 1847, 1848, 1849, and 1850. 
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, Is there anv decrease in the number of rateable tenements during that 
period ?-I find that; in 1846 , there was a total of 9,050 rateable tenements ; m - 
1850 there were 7,299 rateable tenements.^ 

1120 Showinff a decrease of 1,751 . 1 es. . ai 

1120 Mr MmselU Do the tenements under il. appear there as rateable 
tenements;-! do not distinguish them; I merely take the total m the year. 

1 r, Are tenements under 4 (. rated to the poor ? -They are in a separate 
column of the hook. Each tenement under 4 1. is entered in the book. It is rated 
fn the immediate lessor, but it is entered in the book. 

Chairman.] Do you think that the number of rateable tenements cor- 
responds to the entire number of habitations, including all the cabins in 

i may comprehend several 

dwelhngs^^.R nurnber of rateable 

anv means represent the total decrease in the number of inhabited houses.— 
SSy not It is desirable that I should hand in this table of the number of 

tenements, delivered in, and is as follows ;] 

KILRUSH UNION. 



return shoeing the Nurnher of Bated in eaol. of the Electoral Divirions of the 

B -Umon, for the Years ended, tiz.; 



ELECTORAL DIVISION. 



Kilrash 
Killimer - 
Knock 
Klllofin - 
Kilfiddane 
Kildysert - 
Kilmiliill - 
Kilmacdovan 
Kilmurray 
Killard - 
Kilkee 
Moyarta ■ 
Kilhallyoweui 



Office, Workhouse,'! 
14 June 1860. J 



1,335 

801 

417 

430 

473 

467 

534 

740 

1,066 

719 

980 

1,003 

630 



9,060 



1,297 

300 

419 

410 

470 

468 

685 

749 

1,047 

719 

1,007 

983 

637 



448 

678 

719 

971 

672 

959 

871 

493 



8,981 



8,546 



1,234 

278 

394 

377 

440 

447 

547 

666 

841 

691 

886 

776 

464 



7,962 



1,237 

238 

352 

344 

416 

426 

452 

607 

767 

880 

829 

682 

419 



7,299 



E. J. Kennelly, 

Clerk of ffie Union. 



iiae Earl of Anmdel and Surrei/.] The Committee have got, I 

the number of deaths in the workhouse, but I do not think they have ic n 

of inmates in the workhouse at the time of those deaths ; can you supply that . 

I ran (The same was delivered in() . ,1 ,*„ 

11^6 Have you got the medical reports during the period you have m 
charge of the umouf— They are upon the minutes regularly, but 1 have 
Ss of ™ tSL are,'l believe, some of them in the correspondence which 

is before the Committee, to which I can refei, if necessary. them i’- 

ll 37 . SirX. O'Brien.] Is there a report of Dr. Toots amongst tiiem . 

^ ' 1 T 3 T Sri of Arundd and Sarrey\ Can you put in any letters of the rehevmg 

dpspribinff the state of the union ?~“I can. ... cc. n( tTio 

1 1 39 do so 7-1 will. Here is one from the relieving officer ^ 

Kilmsh Union, dated the 21st of December 1849 ; and one relie 1^^^ 

X™ of Kilballyowen. dated the 21st of December 1849, likewise; they are 

only two that I have. ^ w i 

{The same were delivered in, and read as follows j\ 



0.52. 



1-3 



Cavtain 
E. Kennedy. 



June 1850. 



Vide Appendix. 
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A. Kennedy. To Captain Kennedy, p. l. i. 

ai June iSso. In compliance with yoar order of the 16th instant I visited my district, to ascertain the 
state of the paupers, in consequence of its extent I was unable to prepare the following 
Laid before the report before this. ■ i. • r r j r *i 

Board 23d Decern- The paupers in general are in a very bad state for want of food, their chief food tor the 
her 1849. last three weehs being turnips and cabbage, supplied to them by the charitable neighbours, 

who state that they cannot give them any more relief, which leaves them without any ineaM 
of subsistence. Not wishing to take up too much of your valuable time, I will only 
ennmerate a few cases that came under my own immediate notice, viz. : Thomas Brown, of 
Tullogower, five in family, were living on turnips supplied by bis neighbours ; his wife could 
not use the turaip.s ; I found her in a very weak state, and 1 believe she would have died of 
want were it not for the little relief I gave her. John O’Brien, of Moyadda, eight in family, 
lives in a hut built in a hog; the hut is not much larger than a pigstye, the wet pouring 
in through the walls of it; he is sick in bed, I believe with fever ; they had nothing 
to support them but the charity of their neighbours, who stated to me that they could not 
afford to give them any more relief. He cannot be taken to the workhouse, as a horse and 
car could not get to his cabin, and men would not venture to take him out in fever. 

William Buckley, of Kilcarrol, six in family. Mr. Samuel Burke called my attention to 
this family. Mr. Burke stated that he called into this house on last Sunday evening, and 
found them iu so wretched a state that he shed tears ; he gave them a shilling, and sent 
them some turnips, which they lived on until I visited them. I found old Buckley nearly 
dead with dysentery; his sou had weaving to do, but was not able to do it with the hunger. 
I gave them the List shilling I had, and sent them some relief. There were three of this 
man’s family buried within tlie last nine months. 

John Culligan, of Donagrange Killimore ; six in family; are all after fever, of which 
old Culligan died within the' last fortnight. They have no subsistence but some small turnips, 
gathered in the gardens, which they complained of having given them a pain in the bellyi 
They got one stone of meal on last Monday at the dep6t. There are many other cases of a 
siniilar nature to the foregoing, which would be too numerous to mention, but which I can 
explain if required. ' 

I am, &c. 

Kili'ush District, (signed) Simo/i Soland, Relieving Officer. 

21 December 1849. 



To Captain Kennedy, &c., Kilrush. 

Sir, 

I HAVE attempted to make a selection of the worst cases in my district, to give out-door 
relief 10 this week, and I found that I had left out woi-se cases than those selected. The 
doctor ordered, as far as the half ton of meal would go, to give the sick three days’ 
rations, and all the others two days’ rations, which plan I adopted, considering it the safer 
course, as I could not make a selection, the entire being equally destitute. 1 fear they will 
not be able to hold out much longer, being stinted for the last three weeks, living solely 
on the scanty gleanings of cabbage and turnips, which they would consider a luxury if they 
could get one meal- a day of that same. Those excluded from out-door relief on the first 
section, as nominated able-bodied paupers, are in a much worse condition, now verging on 
the grave, which they prefer to the workhouse. If meal is not given next week, I cannot 
account for the consequences. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas M‘Innery, Relieving Officer, 

Killballyowen District. 

1140. Mr. Fag^m^l Are there an}' lettei-s from relieving officers in that 
correspondence ? — There are several in that correspondence. 

1141. Ckaii'man?\ Will you look them out against the next time that you are 
examined, and point them to the attention of the Committee? — I will. 



Laid before the 
Board S3d Decem- 
ber 1849. 



Marcus Keane, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

M. Keane, Escj. 1142. Lord iVaas.] I believe you are employed- as Agent over several pro- 

perties in the Kilrush Union r — Yes, I am. 

114.3. Will you state to the Committee whose properties those are ? — The Mar- 
quis Convngham’s, Mr. Westby’s, Master Henn’s, and several small ones. 

1144. Can you give the Committee an accurate idea of the number of acres 
w^hich are under your charge in that union, on a rough guess ? — I suppose about 
60,000 acres in the Kilrush Union. 

1145. Mr. 
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1145. Mr. C. Xeisw.] How long haye you resided in the Kilrush Union r isf. JTeoM, E«q. 

T reside in the adjoining union, the Ennis ; not in the Kilrush Union. — 

1146. Are you in the habit of visiting the Kilrush Union ?— Constantly. ai June 1850. 

1147. Do you come in personal communication with the tenants upon the 

estates of which you are agent? -Yes. u *1 « 

1148. Lord Maas.] Will you state to the Committee what has been the 
eeneral condition of the union during the last three years?— The greater part 
of the union is, or was, held in very small holdings ; the rents paid were gene- 
rally vers moderate. The failure of the potato crop caused the people a loss to 
the extent of many years’ rent each year, changed the condition of the -whole 
country, and caused all the destitution which existed. 

1140. Have you any paper which will show the average amount ot the rent 
which was paid on the property with which you a,re connected ’—Yes, I 
an abstract showing the condition of 18 townlands in the Kilrush Union, 12,381 
statute acres being the Marquis Conyugham’s and Mr. Westby 8. ^ 

,150 Mr. Monsell.] Is that the whole of the Marquis Conyngham s pro- 
perty No it is not; I merely take these because they are tenancies held from 
year to year ; I omitted the cases in which there were leases m existence ; I made 
inventories of the condition of those townlands, and they will be generally found 
to be a fair specimen of the condition of the whole country. The yearly rent 
paid for 12,381 acres, was 2,707 i. Those townlands were occupied, according to 
the census of 1 841, by 879 families. According to an inventory made in 1846 ot 
the quantity of potato land tilled in 1845, 1 find there were 1,197 plantation acres 
under potato tillage. Comparing those numbers with the number of families 
who resided in 1841, I make out that there was 1 acre, 1 rood, and 25 perches 
plantation measure to each family. , , 1 

1151. What is the proportion between plantation acres and statnte acres. 

The plantation acre is about an acre and a half, and 20 perches statute. I value 
the potato crop at the lowest possible rate at which I ever heard a potato crop, 
namely, 121. an acre, and 1 find that the quantity of potatoes would make 
an average of 16 1. 16 s. as the value of the potato crop of each family upon 
those 18 townlands. 

1152. Lord Naas.] Each year?— Yes, for one year (1846). They were 
tenancies from year to year, and therefore the rent that was paid was supposed 
to be the payable value at the time, and was, as 1 stated before, 2,7671. ; which 
makes an average of sl. 3s. to each family, while the average of the value 
of the potato crop was 15/. 16s., taking the 18 townlands together. I have 
iust made this out to show that where the potato crop failed completely, 
it affected the population of the country to an extent eq»^l to the loss ot live 
years’ rent each year. I do not say that they were all affected to that extent, 
because in all cases the potatoes did not fail ; in many cases it was only a partial 
failure ; but 1 say, to the extent to which they did fail totally, it affected the 
population to the same extent as if they had been obliged to pay five years rent 
each year. 

1153. C/iairman.] Can you tell the Committee to -what extent the potatoes 
actually did fail in the course of those years. Beginning at October 1845 and 
endino- at October 1846, what was the state of things in that year?— llie 



potatoes did not fail until towards October 1845. The first appearance of the 
5 ..I1 ..rxi vTToc ;.v rint/vKop It went on gradually lucreas- 



failure of the potato crop was in October 1845. ^ . 

ing from 1845 till the middle of the summer of 1846, when almost all the 
potatoes were gone. — (T/ie Witness delivered in a Table.) 

1154. Mr. C. Lewis.~\ What was the deficiency of the potato crop in the year 
1845-46? — There was a gradual failing, and it could not by possibility be 
estimated. In some cases the potatoes lasted till January, and in February 
they would be found to be lost. I have made inventories of the quantity ot 
potatoes in the possession of each man at one time,_ in June 18^6 1 think; the 
average loss was about two-tbirds of the crop tilled in the spring of 1845. 

1 1 55. Lord Naas^ You think the prqduce was about one-third of the average 
crop? — 1 think the produce saved, and profitably used, was about one-third 

1-156. Chairman.'] What was the average loss for the next y^r, 1846-47 i 
I think the average loss in 1846-47 was four-fifths at least. There were some 
townlands where they escaped altogether, which was curious. 

1 157. Lord Naas.] What do you estimate the loss at in 1847-48 t— 1 he quan- 
0.52. L 4 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Vide Appendix. 




M. Keane, Esq. 



21 June 1850. 



88 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE. THE 

tity caltivated was much less than in former years, and the proportion lost was 
not, so PTCflt ■ T did not mstfi &ny 6Stiniflt6. . ▼ 1 ^.1. _ 

11,1. What do you estimate «« 1848-49 ?-I^ 

considerable loss ; but 1 do not wish to enter mto numbers f 

made an estimate. I have made accurate calculations as to the years 

mentioned^o j;,tress that has existed m this union has been 

as ereat as it has been represented in Captain Kennedy s Reports ’-J ^o. I do 
nofthinh it would be e^sy to find words to describe distress greater than it 

really was, or to over-rate the distress that existed. -u,,,..!.!. to the hiffh 

1160. Do von think that any part of that distress was attr butable to ‘he high 
rents which the people were obliged to pay !— No, I do not think it was. 
might have been some few isolated cases ; but I think, generally speaking, the 

distress was not at all attributable to high rents- i s> tntxmlrtnrk to which 

1161 What is the proportion of the rent in those iStownUnds 

yon hi'eXed, to the Government valuation 1-The rent in 1846 was to the 

Government valuation about as three to four. 

1162 Have vou erot the items there? — Yes. „ rrv, a. . 

1161 Mr llgaifi The rent was less than the valuation ?— The rent was less 

than Mr. Griffith’s valuation in 1846 by one-fourth, ^'le rent at I'teaent, 
according to the sums required for the year ending the 1st of May 1849 , abou 
two-thirds of the Government valuation. .r-, * ../vi.,--. 

m 64 Lord Nms.] State the items, if you please ’-The Government valua- 
tion of the 18 towhlands is 3 , 823 l. , t u c -A tl.at tlm rent was 

1165. And the rent’— The rent is 2 , 904 l. I before said that ™ 

2 , 7871 , but I add here the rent of three middlemen, 
leases, whose farms I did not take mto the computation as to 
therefore I omitted them ; but I add them here when.comparmg them with the 

it^Fergusm.] Are the Committee to understand that that was the 
rent at which the lands were let, or the rent actually pakl r— At ’’“j 
were let. As to the actual payments, I suppose they did not amount to one-hal 

thaUn many^^ra.] actually paid during the last 

four Years i— I really cannot tell you. I could from my books, and it 1 had 
anticipated the question 1 would have made it up. Perhaps the ^ 

was about one-half of the rent of the IS townlands. The reserved 
the occupations were let was 2 , 9041 ., and I suppose the sum actually received 
bv my emplovfers was about half that sum. • j tr. 

1168. The Earl of Aranrfel and Surrey.] Were the rents regularly paid up to 
the four years previous to 1845 ’—No, they were not. There were upon eveiy 
tLnland^men Lo could not be called good tenants. Tliough the knds were 
let at moderate rents, tiiey were always in arrear ; they used to be forced to ge 
up their arrears sometimes ; and tliose were the persons who were removed and 

first got rid of in the ejectments. , r.i ..i 

1169. Mr. Monsell.] How many acres were in the hands of the three middle- 
men ? — About 290 acres. . . . i. a ^ 

1170. Mr. C. Lercis.] In the previous years what proportion ot the rent due 

was usually received by the landlord?— In previous years four-fifths of ihe rent 
used to be received. o 

1171. About one-fifth remained unpaid m the course of the year ?— About a 
fifth : I very often got the complete amount of the yearly rental in former years, 
but there were exceptions very frequently ; and there was also a constant giving 
of charity to the tenants, which lessened the net amount received by the land- 
lords very considerably. On one estate I paid for allowances to tenants 1 . 500 1 . 

in allowances to tenants who went away ? — No ; for improve- 

ments done before the potato crop failed, and for charity to the poorer tenants. 

1172 Mr. Monsell] Then are the Committee to understand you to say that 
since 1845 one-half the rents actually charged were received by the proprietors r 
—Yes ; I think about one-half of the amount of the rental was received by 

the landlords. , . ^ • j o nf 

1174 Mr Fagan.] But in some cases the entire rent was received /— Ut 
those moderate rents in a great many cases the entire rent was received. 

1175* 
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117<. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey.'] You say that in one case 1 , 500 /. m. Keane, 
■were spent in charity and improvements in one year ; upon what income was that — 

o-iven?— It was given upon a nominal rental of 6,000/. a year. 

^ 1176. Lord Naas.] Have you had occasion to evict a great number of tenants 
UDOii those properties ? — Indeed I have. „ , ,, r 

^1177 Can you state to the Committee generally what was the cause of your 
being SO compelled to evict that number of tenants ?— Because the lands which 
those persons held, whom I thought it necessary to eject, were m a deserted state. 

You mean by “ a deserted state,” not cropped ?— Not 
cropped, not producing anything to the landlord or to the tenant, or to the 

communit^.^ squatters ?— No, farmers who 

became reduced in their circumstances by the failure of the potato crop to the 

“l l8o°Yor?X®.'] Are the Committee to understand that in the |e“™U‘y 
of cases where you evicted, the land was in a waste state, lying unprofitable . 

There might have been some cases of exception, but that generally was the 

' Yi 8 1 . Mr. Fagan.1 Was this property lying on the sea coast ?— No. I speak 

eenerallv now as to all the property in the Kilrush Union. 

^ 1182. Lord Nhas.] Do you think that the destitution of the union would have 
been less if you had not so ejected those persons 1— No, 1 think it tave 

been more. ^ I think if ejectments had not been made, and if the land had not 
been taken tip from paupers in time, and put into the hands of men 
capable of cultivating it and turning it to some advantage, complete rmn as well 
as disorder would have been the result to the country, and an entire Allure of 
produce ; and I believe too, that if those people had not been removed completely 
Lm the possession of the land, and in many eases from the possession of 
the result would be that the good tenants itould leave the land and leave the 
country ; that every man that could go would remove mmseli. 

II 88 Why would they leave the country (—Because their property would 
cease to be secure; and has ceased to be secure where many paupers reside m 

Would that he on account of depredations to wbrnli 
they would be subject ?-Yes ; and to which they are subject 
farmer in the country is obliged to keep watch over all his effects at night, that 

is the case throughout the whole of the county of Clare. 

1 1 Ss. Has there been a great increase m the insecurity of property since the 
commencement of the potato failure ’-Certainly. Formerly, property was con- 
sidered sacred : people left their corn in tlie fields, and left their potatoes lu the 
fields, and a case^of dishonesty was seldom heard of ; now every man who leaves 
his property within reach of being taken is certain to be robbed. 

1,86. Dies that apply to all kinds of P™P“*y. '’'f ° 
anything that is left upon the surface of the soil ’-Anything that ,s left out at 

“ffsV.^SiTOfSfnot you think that as a necessary consequence of that 

extent of destitution, in many cases absolute starvation ensues.— To be sme 

Ido; it results from that altogether, I have no doubt. , * 1 ,. 

1,88. Lord Nans.] What effect do you think it would have had up™ 1 “ 
country if you had taken the other course, and had 

whose land you so described as lying waste, in their houses ?-I ^ 

the people in their houses where I thought it could be done without disadvan^ 
to the property. Sometimes the presence of a pauper, or “ m“ber of wer^ 
would prevent the land being occupied by anyone else, and ™ 

thccaslas a matter of course, I removed the paupers ; but «tere I thought 
that the presence of the poorer people would not prevent the ° 

the land by others, or prevent others from taking it. I left them “ ■ 

1189. What has been the effect of those ejectments which have been » causM 
by you; has the land which was found in an unproductive 
diictive since the people have been ejected ?-Yes; *e appearance erf the county 
is at present materially altered from what it was ; there is a (.1,™ 

industrious class of men in possession of the land m the Kilrush Union than 
before ; of course there are some exceptions. ^ 

0.52. M . y • • 
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liqo, Mr. C. £«ioii.] Was it for non-payment of rent that the tenants 
were ejected?— In consequence of non-payment of rent, certainly. 

1191. Was there any case of a tenant who had paid his rent beiUo ejected . 

No ; I made it a general rule never to do SO. • f j 

llQo Have those persons who have succeeded in the place of the ejected 
tenant; paid their reL regularly ?-Many have; most of them have bn some 
have failed. The last year caused a great many to become paupers, who this 
time twelvemonths were in very good circumstances. 

1103. C/Miniwn.] I presume that the non-payment of rent by those who weie 

ejected was a circumstance which you would conceive to jrot occas^^^^^^^ 

iy fault of their own, but to be the necessary consequence of then 
tion thromrh the loss of their potato crop !— Generally speaking, it was so. But 
Hi” I would observe, that many were in the possession of farms up to the time 
of the failure of the potato crop who had never been mdustrious, who had lived 
on in listless idleness' from one year to another and who with the oppoituiiitie, 
which others possessed of improving their condition, neglected to do so. 

T, 94 Mn C. imis.] Were they°the first to failP-Tliey were the first to fml. 
But Fregret to say that a great many men who were indusmous, and who were 
well disposed to make the best of their tune, have become paupers wi hm the 
last 12 months, and that not from any tmilt of thmr own but ‘1™^ 
visitation of Providence. However, generally 

the men who had been always in a condition scarcely hettei than that \\hich 

**^7i95”Mn IhpOT.] That is tile case in the whole union?— In the whole 

™iTq 6. Mr. C. lewis.'] Did the potato crop of last autumn fail at all?— 
There was a partial failure ; but there was a very small quantity cultivated last 

^Ti'o 7. What has been the cause of the renewed distress which has occurred 
within the last year?-Tlie very deficient corn crop. A very small q“™tity °f 
potato croo was'^ cultivated, and there were very low prices 
land produced. Last year I conceive to be the worst year to farmers that we 

nqsF'Lord Naas.] Then you think that the force of the calamity fell upon 
the industrious part of the community during die last year ?--I do- - 

iiqg. You think that the industrious hard-working part of the community 
suffered more during the last year than they did m the year before ?— They 

‘'“^I'eoo. CVioimon.] The evictions have continued during the last year, have 
they not, and are continuing still?— I suppose that a week does not pass m 
which somewhere or other in the union an eviction does not take plaoe. 

1201 Is that the case upon the properties which you manage (—Un the pi 0- 
perties which I name here, a few evictions have taken place since then, but not 

’"Tooe Mr. C. Lewis.] Has it been in the power of the landowners to make 
any 'provision for the tenants whom they evict ?— No ; I suppose if the landlords 
had been disposed to do so, and had given all the rent that they received for the 
last three years, it would not have been sufficient to make provision for the 
people who were obliged, in consequence of the failure of the potato crop, to leave 

'*''1 2ot!Ts' it the practice to pull down the house when the family goes away ? 

Yes ; whenever a family is put out of a house the general practice is to pu 

down the house, if it be desirable to get the family out of it, otherwise you would 
have the family return again in six hours after they were put out. ^ 

1204.. In order to prevent the house from being reoocupied it is absolutely 

necessary to demolish it ; is that the case?— Certainly. ^ 

J201 Sir L O’Brien.] Would you be obliged to resort to a new ejectment 
if von did not do so ?- You would be obliged to resort to a new ejectment, and 
in "the most expensive court, for you must go into the superior court to prove 
title, in order to expel a pauper who returns and locates himself upon tire 

'"'Taod^'wiiat would be the cost of such an ejectment ?— It might be 160 
guineas'; much would depend upon the oppositiou given. I believe a ca^ 
occurred in Clare a short time since, in which a pauper resisted Colonel Wyndha^ 

ted image digitised by the University of Southampton L 







SELECT COMMITTEE ON KILRUSH UNION. 



and put him to 200 1 . costs to get that pauper out of a shed in which he had 

located himself. , . , , . . ^ r .1. i .j 

1207. Lord Nass^ Do not you think the present state ot the law with regard 
to eiectinent tends very much to increase the misery of persons so turned out ?— 
Yes, I think it does. ”l think the people would be better off if there were more 
ready means of getting all parties to fulfil their contracts. 

1 208. Mr. C. ieiois.] Would it be for the interest of the occupying tenant if 
the landlord had a more ready and cheaper legal means of reobtaining posses- 
sion ?— I do not know ; I can scarcely say. It is very easy for the landlord now 
to recover possession of farms in which there is an express letting at a limited 
rent, if there be a lease. 

1 209. Lord Naasl] My question referred to tenants at will ?— With regard to 
tenants at will, I think it would be certainly to the advantage of all parties if 
there was a more precise understanding between landlord and tenant, and their 
rights were more defined and more easily enforced. 

1210. Mr. C. ietois.] With regard to tenants at will, it is your opinion that 
it would be for the interest of the tenant if the landlord’s remedy against him 
with regard to possession were move simple and direct?— I think so. 

1211. Lord JVflur.] I presume the practical effect would be, that in that case 

it would not be necessary to pull down the houses so often ? — Yes ; at present 
many ejectments are brought, but they are brought at an immense expense, and 
therefore a change is requisite. _ _ 

1212. Chairman.'] What is the expense of obtaining an ejectment m the 
Assistant Barrister's Court ?— It is 2 1 . 6 s. 6 d., I think, as against the tenant ; 
but the solicitor claims 5 1. to 6 1 . as against the landlord and lessor. There 
have been differences of opinion as to the rights of the solicitor as against the 
landlord, hut they have been receiving that in many cases. 

1213. Do you mean to say that all the evictions you have been speaking of 
on the property you manage have been at that expense in each case r — I do not ; 
the costs I have just mentioned have reference to cases in which leases exist. 
What I generally did was to treat the whole townland together and bring an 
ejectment against every one, then take the land from the bad and enlarge the 
holdings of the good. I had, besides turning out the bad tenants, to remodel 
the farms, and allot to the good tenant the portion it was desirable he should 
have. I have sometimes known cases of a single tenant-holding consisting of 
14 detached portions on the same townland. In the changes I generally conso- 
lidated the holdings, or united the portion, and made each holding consist of 
one division instead of 14, or the number that e.xisted before. 

1214. Sir i. O'Brien]] Then I apprehend that the number of ejectments 
served would be much greater than the number evicted ? — The number served 
with ejectments by me, 1 suppose, was 10 to one more than were turned out. 

1215. Chairman]] But a number of parties may be evicted under one process 
of eviction ? — They might be. 

)2i 6. Was that the case in the 17 or 18 you have mentioned as an example ( 
— Yes. ^ 

1217. Therefoi'e the number of tenants evicted are not to be measured by 
the number of ejectments ? — No. 

1218. Mr. Clements.'\ The number of actual evictions which have taken 
place are nothing like the number of notices of evictions which you have 
served? — Possibly not one to ten. 1 suppose 1 have served 10 ejectment 
notices to one house I have pulled down. 

1219. Chairman^ Have you any list, or can you give the Committee an idea 
of the number of houses you have pulled down in the Kilrush Union?~No, I 
cannot. I have made a precise return of all that are referred to in Captain 
Kennedy’s report. I can answer any question you choose to put touching 
those. 

1220. Do I understand you correctly that the number of ejectments you have 

served by legal process is 10 times as numerous as the houses that you have pulled 
down, and that in each you have gone to the expense of 6 /. odd ? — No. I have 
not resorted to the quarter sessions court in any case, except on one property; 
1 always proceed in the superior court. . 

1221. Which is a much more expensive process? — Much more expensive it 
you treat individual cases, but much less expensive if you take a whole district 
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toirethei- because you must sue each separately in the sessions court, where^ 
vcu nia; Te a whole comity in the superior court. An ejectrnent mi the title 
is a deoLation of the lamllord’s right to recover, and he may lay his declara- 
+m-n to pxtend over all the property he possesses in the county. ^ i • 1 ^ 

1022 When an ejectment has been served upon a property in which there 
are a “reaT m^ y residences, I understand that an eviction «»otice is served upon 
1 +ia« lionrk of thp families ? — Not an eviction notice ; a fictitious decla- 
"o » John Doe and Richard Roe, and several 

otto namCare itooduced, and every head of a family on the townland gets 

" Does the sheriff then proceed actually to eject those parties and rtien 

are a cerVto number re-admitted by yonl-No. In many cases the sheriff 
o «oiv tliP -nlace When I "want to pull down houses I take the sheriff 
r„:^b“bTe.xtpfin :ase“ ai?e to be pulled down I do not take 

"“iSf But each of those parties is virtually by law under an ejectment and 
is Se to be removed at a moment’s notice henceforward? -Every man who is 
Lved whh a copy of an ejectment, and who lets the proceeding go on, is liable 
to be turned out on the issuing of the habere. 

1225. Mr. C. Lewis.] That is to say, after judgment has been obtained . 

^'^1220. But the suit must proceed to its termination, and judgment must be 
obtained before the party can be put out ? — Precisely. , , , . 

1227. Clmirman.] Are the Committee to understand that m the TOiit 
maioritv of those cases you did not proceed to^ judgment agnmst them In 
every case where I served a copy I proceeded to judgment ; I divided the farms 
afterwards with the assistance of surveyors, making out the holdings which each 
party was to have ; and I proceeded finally to remove those who were to get no 

Then every occupier upon the farm wns served with the ejectments, and 
was IHble to be iZved at an four’s notice ?-Duri„g the time that the habere 

’'™22°q‘!‘^sTr Was not that change essential to the management oi 

flip pstate Certainlv ; 1 could not have got the land occupied it 1 had not 
done so and done so by all. Suppose a farm to be held by 30 tenants, and sup- 
pose it to be desirable to remove one-third, in order to enable the remaining two- 
thirds to occupy the portions from wliich the one-third were removed, you must 
make changes in the manner in which the farms are occupied, unite some poi- 
tions, and remove some tenants from one part to another. ' 

1220. Chairman.] In such an instance as that, what becomes of the third who 

were removed r-Generally speaking, I left those persons who were removed m 
the possession of their houses, leaving them no land. u ,i c -i 

1221. Mr. O’Flahertv] Were those changes rendered necessary by the tailuie 

of the potato cvop?-They were. Before the failure of the potato crop I 
always gave every man a portion of land equivalent to that which he held 
before in dividing the farm ; but latterly they could make no use oi the land. 

1222 Bat you found them before the failure as profitable as am other class 
of tenants ?— Yes. I should state that the lands were let to that class ol tenants 
at rents cousiderably below what might have been had from l^ge farmer 
tenauts, and those reasonable lettings were made, not because of the intrinsic 
value being so little, but because the class of tenants wholieldthe land could not 
pav so much as it might be made to produce under other circumstances. 

\ 233, Do you mean to say, that in general the rents paid by that class of te^nts 
are not much greater than tliose rents paid by the higher class of tenants ?— They 
were almost invariably lower than the rents paid by the better class of farm 
tenants. 

1234. Lord JViMs.] You spent, I suppose, only of farms held directly under 

the head landlord ; you do not speak of farms held under middlemen, do yon. 
—I answer the question generally as to the whole county ; I may say that the 
rents paid by the. class of cottier tenants I have described were lower than the 
rents paid by farmer tenants. .... , , ^ j , .i .. 

1235. Mr. O’ Flaherty.] Does your knowledge of letting land extend to tlie 

whole county of Clare, or is it confined to the Kilrush Union? — No; generally 
to the county of Clare. _ , 
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1236 Is there any peculiarity in the letting of land in the Kdrush Union 
v,hioh does not apply to the letting of all other land in other parts of Ireland ?- 

No, 1 am perfectly satisfied upon that point. • , , ■ n ir-i 1, 

1237. Bo you remember when the 40-s. freehold system existed in the Kilrush 

Union I do ; but I was at that time at school. , , . , , 

1238. But you remember having heard of it? — I remember having heard 

iMQ. Mr. C. Lewis.l On the estate which you manage have there been many 
housi pulled down when the tenants went away?— There were a good many 
houses pulled down in difi'erent parts of the estates. ^ 

1 240. Out of a certain number of ejectments in what proportion do you think 
the houses have been demolished, and in what proportion have they been leit 
standinp;, families occupying them, without land, as you have described .—I can 
ffive no e-eneval answer upon that subject ; in some townlands the people were all 
left in their houses, in some cases the houses were all demolished, but not m the 
Kilrush Union ; generally speaking, in the Kilrush Union the people were left in 
their houses ; in other parts of the country it was not so ; it much depended upon 
the directions I happened to receive from my employers, and their particular 

wishes on the subject. • i 2.* i • i 

1241. Arundel and Surrey:] Wasthere any other consideration besides 

rent'in monev which they paid for their occupations ?— None. , 

1242. Did” they give any number of days’ work in addition . JNot a day ; I 
never heard of it ; never in any case in which I was agent. 

1243. Lord Naas.'] Did I correctly understand you to say in answer to the 

Honourable Member, Mr. Lewis, that it was not your habit to give compensation 
to any tenants so ejected ?— It was my habit to give compensation to aU. ^ 

1244. When was that?— Up to the time when I saw Captain Kennedy s 

Report ; latterly the want of money has prevented me, and they have been tuined 
out without giving them compensation. . , „ , , c 

1243. When did you commence that system ’-After the failure of the potato 
crop. Within one year I paid nearly 1,000 t. as compensation to evicted tenants 

on Mr. Westbv’s property. . t , i 4 4.1 

1246. Up to what period did you continue that system r— Indeed up to the 
nreseut time; but the sums are much less than 1 used to give. I used to give 
sums amounting to from 10 1. to 15 i. and 20 1. to each family ; now 1 suppose 
on some properties I get families removed for such sums as 10 s., without any 

When you speak of compensation given to those families, 
does the sum you have mentioned include arrears of rent excused, or is it 
hard money paid over ’-Hard money ; no arrears of rent have been taken into 

account: thev are forgiven ill addition. . 

1248. Lord Naas.] On one estate, in one year, you gave 1,000 1. m compen- 
tiou ? — Nearly 1,000 ; 9001. odd. .... - 

124Q. Chamnan.] Was that for the purpose of assisting in emigration, or 
■what did they do with the money ?— A number emigrated. It they could emi- 
orate with their families altogether they did ; hut the expense of migTation iTO 
freouently too much to enable the wdiole family to go away ; and indeed the e ■■ 
sirnple value of the small holdings would not be sufficient to pay the expense ot 
.-the emigration of the whole family in many cases. ^ 

12 30. Mr. C. Lewis.] Were all the tenants who received coinpens-ation cleareu 
■away from tlie property ?— I never gave a shilling of compensation m any case 
except where I saw the people completely removed from the property , 

would do it without. ,, , , , n 1.1 

1231. In those cases were the houses pulled down ?— Completely- 

1232. Lord JViMS.] What was the reason which obliged you to discontinue 
this system of compensation f-One reason which obliged me to cease was hnd- 
■ ing that the people who went away, induced by compens^ation, after they got me 

compensation returned again and built huts. . , 

1253. Chairman.] What is the rental of the property VP“" 
this 1,000 1. compensation in one year? — It was, as 1 said before, 

EarTof Am^el and Surrey.] You spoke of 1,600 1. given as allowances 

.and compensation; was that on the same property? Yes. those 

12.55. Lord «'«as.] With regard to those tenants who, in 
0.52. M3 ■ ® 
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change, were left on ^ 

‘l^Snfdy’sTeptl 'rta;[5^iad Sr hZJs levelled are still on the land. 

The same houses ?-The same houses. They have never 
bpen anbouT out of them, or a minute out of them. ^ 1 x • „ n 

° 1257. Chairman.] Do the estates you manage consist ofland that is generally 

1 25™*'Sd the^he ™ improved by drainage ?— Under favourable circum- 
stances they could^ be, I doubt whether under present circumstances they 

Has any money been taken up by any of those owners under the Land 
Imprfv-eineM “Jt fo? Je purpose of drLagei-Yes ; I expen ed in the Kilrush 
Union for one proprietor, within the last 12 months, about 1,000 1 . 

1 °6o Is that the property which has the 6,000 1 . a year rental ?-Yes. 

5 261. Is that the farg'est sum you have e.vpended in any year since the potato 

failnrp'? Yes. of Government loans. . , 

1 262 Has there been any large amount of employment gwen by those pro- 

prie?ors “Sr estates iom%ther sources ?-No, indeed. ^ 'i« 
Sere is no't much employment given. Their incomes have been grearty reduced 
and their charges are so heavy, and the rates so much, that it is with dithculty 
thepropnetom^get^^^^^^^^ 

that’Sate of 6,000 1 . rental?— As well as I remember, the amount of poor-rates 
paM upon III estate for the last year was about 1,800 ?., or 1,900 1 . ; I cannot 

^^^iSr'M^C. Xeffiis,] Were those poor-rates paid by the landlord for the 
small tenants’— Paid by the landlord for small tenements, and for arrears of 
mtes due by the former Laiits, and for lands that for a time happened to be 

'“’1265. SirX. O'-Briem] Was much of the rate paid for lands that were left 
waste by the former tenants unemployed ?— Yes ; a good deal of ft was paid for 
lands that were left waste by the former tenants ; I cannot say what proportion 
there might have been, bat there was a considera^ble proportion paid l™d 
that had been occupied by those who were ejected or “f 

,266 And out of which lands no profit had come to the landlord r— And 
out of which lands no profit had come to the landlord for sometimes three years. 

™i26™'^S™hat the landlord was paying poor-rates for that land which had 

yielded him no rent for the previous three or four years !—les, ^ 

^ 1268 Chainnan.] But the tenants generally upon whom ejectments were 
served and who have been removed from the possession of their houses, had pre- 
viously to the potato failure been paying their full rente generally for a series of 
years’— 1 can scarcely say that they had been paying their full rents ; I intended 
before to say that many of them were men who were, generally speaking, 

deficient in their payments. i i tt 

1269. But many of them had been paying tlieir rent regularly ?-Unques- 

a' The calamity which fell upon them, by your own statement, made it 
impossible for them to continue to pay the rents which they had betore paid. 
That calamity being a visitation of Providence, do not you think that some 
consideration might have been shown to them by the landlord who had tor so 
many years been receiving the rent from them, and perhaps from their tore- 
fathers ?— Unquestionably ; and my employers did show the utmost consideration 
which they could possibly afford to show. 

1271. In the way of compensation ? — In the way of compensation. 

1272* But not by letting them remain upon their land to endeavour to 
strueJ>-le through the difficulties of the times?— It was not possible for them. 
You talk of those who were expelled from their houses. They were generally 
allowed to remain on the land where their presence was not considered ruinous 
to the property on which they resided. Where the lands could not be let in 
consequence of their presence, or where their dishonest propensities, be they 
produced from what cause they might, prevented the lands being let to any 
parties while they were there, then they were invanably removed. 
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127-J But the a-eneral rule which influenced your conduct was the improve- 
nieut of the estate, without consideration of the circumstances of the tenant, 
further than by uiving him compensation for his removal No. 

levA Sir L. O’Brien.] You say that there was consideration shown?— I 
say that there was more consideration for the feelings and wants of the poor 
neonle who were removed than there was for an increase ot income. 

^ 1275. Consideration for the poor was never lost sight of .—Never by any of 
mv employers in the Kilrush Union. . „ 1 1 

i27fi^ CImrinan.'] You said that the want of money, especially latterly, pre- 
vented the continuance of compensation to them, except upon a very moderate 
scale, and also their employment f— That was in answer to a general question. 

1277. Is it the fact that the estates which you manage are, to any con- 
siderable extent, incumbered properties, leaving hut a very small 1“^“ ° 
rent to deal with ?— The principal property of which I have been speaking in 
the Kilrush Union, is unincumbered. I may say, that with 
properties generally. I have not been led by any knowledge of mounihrances to 
Lft to do anything which I thought ought to be done, or which 1 thought my 
employers wer^s called upon to do. The Marquis of Conyngham has g'7en me 
pe™4on to act with liberality to any extent that I thought he might he 
Teasonablv expected to go as a proprietor, and so have the others , but l say 
that the money which I got was little ; and unless I sent to London and got 
some money to expend in this manner, 1 could not have employed the peop e, 
and relieved them. I would be very glad to make them all indepenaent it I had 

**'^lS°8™The Earl of Armdd and Surrey^ Considering amount collected 
from the estates of which you have charge, you thought that which you gave a 

fair amount of compensation?— Yes. . 

1270 Mr C. Lewis.'', Was there any amount of agrarian outrage caused by 

ejectments in the Kilrush Union?— No, I do not think there was Am I to 
imderstand that you now allude to what has occurred m the last two or three 
years ? 

1280. Yes.— No, I should say not. ^ 

1281. la taking proceedings with regard to ejectments, have you been at all 
influenced by any fear of consequences of that sort ?— No, I have not. 

,282. Chairman.] Where a number of houses have been palled down, have 
vou never met with any resistance from the inmates r— We have sometimes. 1 
have stated before that in the Kilrush Union, and upon those properties which 
vou refer to, I have pulled down very few houses. 

1281. Sh- L. O’Brien.] Are not those reports highly exaggerated with regard 

to the clearances ? — Grossly false. I believe the whole case is a misrepresenta- 

*"°i2^8™Lord^.^Mj.’] Have you any general remarks to offer to the Committee 
on the subject of those reports relating to evictions m the Kilrush Union .-In 
page 48 of Captain Kennedy's Report there is this passage, ^ I have the honour 
to transmit returns of the evictions of 151 families, numbering 757 persons m 
this union, within a very short period. Upwards of 400 more have been evicted, 
the returns of which I have in preparation. The dwellings of nine-tenths ot 
these persons have been levelled to the ground.” Then, within this enclosure 
1 find a return of Donnagha West, in page SO : “ List of persons expelled trom 
their lands and houses 011 the lands of Donnagha West, the property of Nicholas 

Westby and Thomas Morony, Esqrs.’ 

1285. Chairman.] Is that a property which you manage ?—l did manage it 

l2?6!™ord Naas.] Have you any remarks to offer upon that?— I can state 
that there was not a single house levelled of the whole number, nor a single 
effort made, to my knowledge, to remove any person. n t oa 

1287. Chairman:] Are they occupying their houses at present ?—uut 01^ 
there are 23 occupying their houses at present, or vvere, after I made the smrn- 
ment contradicting this report ; whether they have left withm the J'*®* 

or not I cannot sav, but I saw them within the last month; and spoke to them. 

1288. Lord JVa'as.] On what authority do you make that state^ment . 1 tmnic 

Mr. Meehan, who is in the room, will prove that. 

1280. Did vou see them yourself?— I saw them myself, and the houses idso. 
1290. Are the Committee to understand that you have yourself seen 23 oifi 
0.52. 4 
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of the 28 persons who are mentioned in this report, in 

report was made in 1849 ;-Yes ; and I believe that they are there to the present 
*'”'291. Chainimi.l Have ejectments been served upon them, or have they been 

about to be served upon them ?— No. _ 

1292. Nor upon the middleman, who was their immediate landlord. Yes, 

WoXl Mt that operate as an ejectment upon them?— It would not. 

1 204, Was it necessary for him to eject them in consequence ?— No. 

1 205. But might it not have been that they were considered by 

the person who made out this table, in consequence ol their immediate lancUord 
being under ejectment ?-Such ejectment was never earned ™‘i 
induced me to contradict the statement was, that I saw a statement that 
nine-tenths of the houses were levelled to the ground, which I knew was not 

***^12S"' In that particular instance r-In that particular mstence, and in a great 
many other instaLes, which I will go through if yon desire Ivillt^e an- 
other in the same page, Donagha East, in the opposite page 51, but I won d beg 
to make one observation more upon the case in page 50 ; this is written in the 
margin ; “ All these gave up their land about eight !™nths ago, and were since 
me fftel- another obliged to' give np tlieir houses. ” . The lands, I be leve we e 
given np, but they never were asked to give up their houses, and they are still 

™ 1297. 'rhen they were removed from the land ?— I believe Captain Kennedy s 
report, as I stated before, would have been from first 

of saving “ levelling houses,” he had said, a list of persons reduced to destitu- 
tion \y*e failure of the potato crop, and who have got no land. A great 
number of those never had land, so that the dispossession of land would not 
apply where men never had land. Numbers of those he names are m the same 
condition noiv as ever they were; they never could be deprived of what they 

'^*'l2q8.''Do you think here is an inaccuracy in the column of that list headed 
“ Quantity of land,” in which they are represented as holding from eight acres 
to half an acre each?-I did not take any notice of Captain Kennedy s state- 
ment as to the quantity of land ; 1 saw generally that he had made the most 

correct return that he could, I suppose, from that which was made to him ; there 
was a certain inaccuracy in those little things, but I did not think it was a mate- 

rial one : what I did consider material I contradicted. ^ • 

12QQ. Lord Naas.] But tlie main fact remains, that the persons described in 
this list as expelled from their land and houses on the land of l»onagfra East, 
the property of T^icholas Westby, Esq., are still in their houses?— There are 
13 described in Captain Kennedy’s report as expelled from their land yid 
houses, and out of the 13 there are 1 0 still in their houses, and one lelt a lew 
weeks ago ; in fact, there was no one expelled. 

1300 Mr. Fagan.] But that portion of the statement that they were expelled 
from their land is correct ?— Yes, in every instance ; I suppose there is scarcely a 
case in this book (Captain Kennedy’s report) where I could prove they have land. 
There are very few in this book 01 whom I could say that they at present have 
landi there are a few. In my contradiction of the statement I admitted that 1 
deprived of land every man who I thought was not a proper man to hold land, 
hut I left them all in their houses where I found it was not injurious to the 
interests of the community that they should be left in their houses, ^ ^ 

1301. Are there any other cases you can mention to the Committee f— With 

regard to the tow'niand of Moyarta, in pages 38, 40, and 51 ; it appears in dif- 
ferent parts of the book; beginning at page 38 there are nine families ; in page 
40, 16 families; in page 51, 21 families ; and out of the whole number there was 
oniy one house levelled, or a family expelled from a house. . 

1302. Lord iYaos.] What is the gross number of houses stated in Captain 
Kennedy’s report as having been levelled ?— Forty-six in Moyarta, of persons 
evicted and unhoused. Out of the 46, whose houses were said to he thrown 
down in Moyarta, there was only one house, and the tenant’s name appears also 
in the other listi his name appearing in four different parts of that report. The 
name of Breafa is joined with it ; it does adjoin ; it is the same property. There 
is a list of 10 in Breafa, page 66 : “ List of persons evicted, and their houses 

levelled 
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levelled on the lands of Breafa, the property of Nicholas Westby, Esq. ;” and M. Keane, 

out of these 10 cases, numbering 45 souls, there was only one house thrown 

down, and that was a hut about 14 feet square, which afforded shelter to eight 
or nine robbers. Five or six of them resided occasionally in that one hut. 

When they went to steal from their neighbours that was the den into which they 
put whatever they stole. One man was a son of a tenant living on the farm. 

I do not know that he did not constantly reside there, but all I know is, that 
that house was not large enough to contain one-third of those 45 , if they were in 
their cof&ns, and put into it. There is one name in this, James M'Grath ; he is 
No. 7 in that list ; and be was a person whose house was thrown down in Moyarta ; 
he appears in both. 

1303. So that that man's name appears in four diffpent places, and is counted 
as a separate person in each ? — Yes, and described differently as to the number 
of his family in three out of four of the instances. 

1304. Are there any others in this list which you wish to correct?— Yes, as to 
the land of Kilballyowen and Oughterard, there are 54 names returned in Captain 
Kennedy's report, pages 34 , 54 , and 56 . Out of the 64 there were 10 ejected ; 
there are 30 still in their houses, or there were when I presented my petition. 

Since that two or three have left to reside with their neighbours, or have gone 
into the poorhouses. I believe there are 27 in the houses at present. In the 
list commencing in page 54 and ending in page 66 there are 46 names. Out 
of the whole number there are 27 or 28 now in their houses who were never 
disturbed 10 minutes from the possession of their houses. I particularly observe 
on these, because I find that in Captain Kennedy’s correspondence, in his letter 
to the Commissioners of the 29 th of May 1849 , he says, sending these very lists, 
that “ the dwellings of the people were razed,” in addition to the heading ot 
the list of evictions. 

1305. Chairman.] You make this statement as generally invalidating the lists 
given in by Captain Kennedy? — Yes; I do not think they are correct; I do not 
think they are calculated to lead the English public to a iair conclusion, and that 
was my reason for contradicting them. 

1306. Do you not suppose that though names are introduced here by mistake, 

of parties whose houses have not been levelled, and who are still in possession 
of them, there are, on the other hand, many persons who have been evicted upon 
those properties that are not put down in this list? — Not one in the Kilrush 
Union that I am av\ are of. 1 1 • 

1307. It would appear from the statement you have been recently making, 
that there have been few or no evictions or bouses levelled upon the properties 
which you manage. Is that generally the case through the Kilrush Union, or is 
it not a notorious fact that a vast number of houses have been levelled and the 
inhabitants turned out on the bare road, or into the bogs and ditches, within the 
union ?— There is no doubt of it, and within every union which I know anything 
of, that has also been the case, no doubt. 

1308. Has that occurred only upon other properties than those which you 
manage. Are those properties happy exceptions to the properties generally in 
the Kilrush Union? — I cannot answer as to other properties, because I do not 
know much about particular names of persons turned out, or not turned out ; 
hut I know that I have spoken to a great many gentlemen who have property 
in the Kilrush Union, and every one to whom I have spoken said that he could 
contradict Captain Kennedy’s report respecting his pmperty. I know one gentle- 
man who is reported to have turned out 72 , and his ejectments are seven, he tells 
me ; and several other gentlemen make the same sort of statement. Mr. Ruther- 
ford, the agent of Miss Macdonald, made an examination of Captain Kennedy s 
teport about Shandrom, and he wrote to me to say that Captain Kennedy s 
report was a fearful exaggeration ; the words of his letter were, “ I am ready to 
come forward to prove it, if I can be of any use to you.” 

1309. Sir L. O'Briai.] Is not Mr. Rutherford a very humane man?— Very. 

1310. Is it possible that he could have thrown down 44 houses, giving shelter 
to 84 families, in Shandrom ? — I really cannot say what he .would do. 

1311. Have you ever been in Shandrom ? — I have. 

1312. Have you been there lately? — ^Yes. 

1313. It was mentioned the other day that on 400 acres 44 houses were 
levelled, giving shelter to 60 families ? — I know nothing of the case beyond wua 

0.52. N . ^ 
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I tell TOU, that Mr. Rutherford wrote to me to say that he could contradict the 
'Tflf of particular names of 

pa&td IZihcen e'victiaud rendered houseles. - CaP-'‘ » 

inhabitants expelled?— I cannot understand what meaning to attach to the 
words ^ I believe that Captain Kennedy’s report is a gross 

L^LraS Ld not only with reference to the names of the parUcular c^es, 
STS Jhe’gental infer^ces wliich you will be likely to draw from reading 
over the book^ I believe it would lead any one who reads it, believing that it 
had been written by a person well informed as to the cause of distress, to a false 

lais Do you travel much about the union? Yes. . „„„ 

iqil In fraversinw the union do not you continually, and almost in every 
directiin ^ multitudes of ruined houses, and the sites of houses which have 
been levelled ?-Yes. I do not want to deny the fact that an immense number 
of evictions have taken place, and houses have been levelled unquestionably j 
but I deny Captain Kennedy’s representation of it to be true ; I deny his repre- 

sentation Committee to understand that great ^ has been 

the number of evictions, the number of cases reported by Captain Kennedy is 
an exaggeration ?-Yes. My own opinion is, that they are exaggerated fully to 
the extent of double. I see in Captain Kennedy’s corresponcleuce a statement 
that the evictions amounted to 16,000, and that there have been besides those, 

1 400 more within the last fortnight, making above 18,000 individuals , and I 
find that all I can make out of his book, if I calculate correctly, does not much 
exceed 9,000. I believe that the actual number does not amount to much more 
than half the number stated in his book; so that I do ® 
great, and the destitution to he extreme, but I also believe that his is not a fair 

representahon^^^e eviction and levelling of houses 

has proceeded, what has become generally of the evicted persons ; have they 
fallen into destitution ?— So far as I know they were previously in destitution, 
the greater number of them. I do not know of any great change having taken 

place in them since their eviction. 

^ iqiQ. Mr. CIe 77 ients.'\ You have stated that you object to the exaggerations m 
•Captain Kennedy’s report; can you instance any other c^es of exaggeration m 
that report in addition to those you have mentioned'— I very relnctantly 
thought it my duty to contradict that report when I saw it. I have no desire to 
contradict the statement of any gentleman, hut when I saw this statement go 
forward I thought it my duty to do so ; I certainly thought the whole report was 
exacfeerated, and calculated to mislead *, that was my reason. ^ 

i%20 Can you give the Committee any instance of statements winch, are 
calculated to mislead ? -Yes. I find that in a letter from the vice-guardians to 
the Commissioners, page 30, they say, “ In most instances the plan adopted by 
the landlords has been to proceed by civil bill against the person of the tenant, 
and on his being arrested to discharge him from gaol on his having Jus house 
thrown down, and possession given to the landlord by the remainder of his tamily, 
or by Ills friends.” In conneision with this I see, in page 36, a statement 01 
Captain Kennedy’s, that the number of his returns to that day amounted to 
6,060 souls. He says, “The number I have stated does not comprise all those 
who have voluntarily surrendered, or who have been dispossessed in various 
Other modes.” 
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Martis, 25“ die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBEES present. 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Sir William SoroerviUe. 
Sir Lucius O’Brien. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 



Mr. William Fagan. 
Mr. Moosell. 

Mr. Clements. 

Lord Naas. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chaib. 



Marais Keane, Esq., called in ; and further Examined. 



M. Keane, Esq. 



1Q21. Chairman.] I observe in the abstract of the 17 townlands wMch 

you put in at your last examination, that in column 9 it is stated that there 

were 879 famiUes occupying holdings m those townlands in 1841 that there 

were 695 only in 1847, in column 10 : in column 15 it is stated that there are 
M9 oiiy of the tenants of 1 847 who remain solvent in the year 1850 Does 
that 339 represent the whole number of tenants still remaining upon the land, 
whether solvent or insolvent ?-No, it does not ; it represents 1 

are so described as solvent at this day, who have paid their rent to the 1st ot 

^%22-4- Can you state what the number of families at present is upon those 

townlands? — I cannot. • 

l!!2S Have you any remarks to make upon your former examination r 
I -was examined last day as to the amount of compensation given ; I mentioned 
that nearly 1,000 1. was given by one proprietor. “ Up to what period did you 
continue that system -—Indeed, up to the present time, but the sums are now 
much less than they used to be ; I used to give sums amountmg to 3 5 ^ 

and un to 20 I" On one property of three townlands described m Captain 
Kennedy’s report, page 15, as Tullabrack, the amount of conipensation given 
to persons wL left, and persons who were expelled, amounted on the ai eri^e 
to four years of the rent paid by them ; there are 72 names in the hst, whose 
united rent amounted to under 88 L; the compensation given amounted to 

*^1226 By giving compensation in those cases, J'ou avoided, did you not, the 
expense of an efectmelit process ?-No ; I generally brought an ejectment, 
aftCTwavds 1 prepared to remodel the farms, and then allotted the propoition 
of compensation that each man whom 1 did not intend to continue was to 

receive. * ' t 

1237'. Was not the amount of compensation in several instances as low as 
5 ,5, ) — Not until latterly ; I scarcely ever gave less than 10 s. to any one and 
I do constantly get houses thrown down now without any ejectment, tor >9s. 1 
not on those properties, but on properties of persons who do not consider that 
they ought to give any compensation. , , 

1328. The parties agreeing to receive such compensation are reqmr^ to 
throw down their own houses and absent themselves from the property, Ihey 
are required to throw down their own houses and absent themselves from me 
property ; and, stiange to say, they do so for the compensation of 

1329. And by that means you get rid of them finally and for good . y 
that means you get rid of them finally and for good. 

1330. And without leaving them a charge upon the property . — 1 Hey con- 
tinue to he a charge upon the property wherever they go. 

1331. That is, upon the electoral division!— Yes. 

1 332. Are there not, in the electoral division, other properties ^ 

different way. and upon which the tenants still remain, which 
the Poor Law, to assist in maintaining the ejected tenants from the p p 
which you mention?— No; generally speaking, I do 

think that almost every property I know contributes equally (at least tho 
in the same electoral division) to the support of the poor. It anotner p 
o. -,2. N 4 
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perty has to support paupers removed by me, I have to bear a similar pro- 
portion of expense for tlie paupers removed by them. I do not know of any 

Do^ Mr. Jolly’s property, or any portion of Colonel Wyndham’s, lie 
in the same electoral divisions with any of those that yon manage .' In some 
parts of the county Colonel Wyndham’s property does adjoin and is m the 
same electoral division with properties which I mnn^e 1 and I tlunk Colonel 
Wvndham contributes quite as much to the pauperism of the district as my 
employers do, so far as levelling the houses and removing the paupers i and 
as to Mr. Jolly’s, I manage property in the electoral division in which his 
property is situated s at least, it was originally so, according to the former 
division of the electoral districts. I have no property now in the electoral 
division occupied by him, but 1 think he contributes also a very fair proportion 
to the expense of the district. I do not think that his property is superior in 
any respect to any of the properties which I manage. . , , , 

Have not Colonel Wyndham and Mr. Jolly enabled a considerable 
number of their tenants to emigrate, so as to relieve the electoral division from 
the burthen of maintaining them ?— Formerly Colonel Wjmdhara paid very 
liberally for the emigration of pauper tenants, but latterly I do not think he has 
done so ; I suppose he finds that he cannot afford it. 

1335. Does not he give employment on a very lai’ge scale r— By comparison 
he does ; he is a very liberal man, and an excellent landlord. 

133d. Do you think that Mr. Jolly evicted any of his tenants without pro- 
viding for them, either by emigration or employment, so as to leave them 
a charge upon the electoral division ? — I do believe that there are a great many 
left chargeable upon the electoral division ; at least, I am informed so. I have 
been informed also, that Mr. Jolly paid a considerable sum (mded by large con- 
tributions from the poor-rates and other sources) toward the expenses of 
emigration ; hut 1 believe there are still a number of paupers upon his property 
chargeable upon the union. 

1 337. Then if it has been stated otherwise to the Committee, you think the 
statement incorrect r — Really I cannot take upon myself to contradict the 
statement of any one upon the subject ; I am not aware of it ; I state what 
I heard. I heard upon the subject that Mr. Jolly gave leases to tenants, 
and was the only proprietor who did so ; at the same time I am informed 
and believe that Mr. Jolly did give leases at double the fair rent, and that 
his tenants are bound to pay him double what they consider the present value 
of the land. 

1338. What has enabled his tenants to go on and maintain themselves upon 
their farms ? — Tliey pay only half the rent reserved in their leases. 

1339. Do you think that the giving of leases generally to the smaller 
tenantry would be an encouragement to them to improve their land, and would 
render them self-supporting ?— Certainly ; I think the countj-y can never 
prosper until the giving of leases becomes the general custom. 

1 340. But the reverse is the general custom now, is it not, within the Kilrush 
Union; tenancy at will generally prevails?— The reverse is the custom now, 
because tie proprietors know of no fixed principle on which a lease rent could 
be estimated at present. The land is of such uncertain value at present that 
it is impossible to estimate what the fair rent may be even in two years hence. 
If the times were settled, and it were known what tlie value of land is likely to 
be, I have no doubt tliat several proprietors in the Kilrush Union, represented 
by me, would willingly ^ve leases to every tenant who ought to have a lease. 
Heretofore leases have not been given to the smaller cottier tenants because 
their holdings were so very small, and, as I described, divided into a great many 
different portions, so that it would be perpetuating mischief to grant leases. 

1341. Mr. Clements.'] Does the rundale system prevail pretty generally 
throughout the union ? — Throughout the whole union ; I do not know of any 
jiart of the union in which it did not prevail up to the last few years ; I have 
been for 13 years working to upset it in the union. 

1342. Sir L. O'Brien.] And almost all the other proprietors have been 
endeavouring to do the same thing? — Almost all the other proprietors have 
been endeavouring to do the same thing ; I believe I was the first who com- 
jnenced it. 

1343. Lord You have offered to the Committee, already, some re- 

marks 
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marks upon the particular statements made by Captain Kennedy ; have you 
any further remarks to offer to the Committee upon the general statement 
made by Captain Kennedy in his letters r— With the permffision of the Com- 
mittee, I have. It was the general statements m Captain Kennedy s letters 
which induced me to undertake the very unpleasant duty of contradicting him. 
The general statements in Captain Kennedy’s correspondence would lead any 
reader to suppose that the destitution in the Kilrush Union was caused by the 
severe tyrannical conduct of tlie landlords. There are such expressions as the 
facile mode by which the landlord or a middleman hitherto obtained exorbitant 
rents and another expression, “ the means of the occupiers are, I cannot 
doubt, much exhausted by paying a potato rent for land that will no longer 
grow them.” Now I am perfectly satisfied that it was not the paying of a rack 
rent which caused destitution in the Kilrush Union, and I have suWted 
papers which I can prove to be correct, andwlncli will go to show that the loss 
sukained by the population in the failure of the potato crop was the cause 
of all the destitution. I think it will be found, not only upon the properties 
which I manage, but upon all the properties of the Kilrush Union, that the rent 
paid by the occupiers was, on an average, under the Government valuation ; 
of course there were exceptions. -j 

1 ■?44. Chairman.] You are speaking, I suppose, of the rents paid to tne 
head landlords, and not of the rents paid to the middlemen I ^0™ of num- 
bers of cases of rents paid to middlemen, but the lauds let to middlemen do not 
comprise the greater portion of the land in the Kilrush Union, nor were the eject- 
ments carried out generally by middlemen, or in consequence of the nonpay- 
ment of the rack rent to the middlemen ; I suppose that five out of six of the 
persons named in Captain Kennedy’s report will be found the tenants ot head 
landlords, and not of middlemen. It was the spirit of the report which made 
me think that it was a duty I owed to the Kilrush Union, to the county ot 
Clare to my employers, and to myself, to contradict the statements. am 
very sorry to have had any occasion to come forward in the manner in which 
I have done, but I felt that the whole spirit of the report was such as to call 
for general contradiction. There is an allusion made to the w»A-rent system 
in Captain Kennedy’s report; in his letter of the 6tli April 1846 he says, 

“ Hundreds of instances occur where an acre of land worth 15 s. is let tor 3(., 
and the occupier, in default of full payment, bound to give 40 days latonr 
to his lessor during spring and harvest, when the occupier himse f reqnmes 
them most; this would (valuing his labour at 8 d. a day) amount to 4/. 13 . 
The same system obtains as to tbe letting of cabins; 100 or 120 days '“bo™, 
during the only period the wretched labourer would earn, ts exacted for a cabin 
worth perhaps. 7 6 d. a year.” I say, to the ordinaiy reader in Engkmd. or 

anywhere out of Clai-e, that statement would leave a false impression as to the 
gcMral course adopted in the country; as one of the Honourable Members of 
the Committee said to me, on tbe last day, the general impression is, that rents 
paid by those smaller tenants are higher than rents paid by fetmer tenants ; 
and I kid that in the Kilrush Union such is not tbe case. I doubt whether a 
single case can be brought forward to show that 120 days labour was imposed 
for the occupation of a cabin in the Kilrush Union. , rru - • -i, 

1345. Sir R. Ferguson.'] Is that the statement made there?— Ihatis the 

statement made here. . , 

1146. Just read the statement again?— “The same system obtains as to me 
letting of cabins ; 100 or 120 days’ labour, during tbe only period the wretched 
labourer would earn, is exacted for a cabin worth, perhaps, 7 s. 6 d. a 
It is the spirit of such expressions as that which induetd me to contradict me 
report ; and when they were attempted to he borne out by lists of names which 
wwe entirely incorrect, 1 felt myself called upon to come forward. It Lap'am 
Kennedy hk said in round numbers that 100,000 persons were evicted m 
the Kilrush Union, I should not have taken upon myself to contraiot him D t 
when he said that 20 or 40 or 100 have had their houses levelled to the gtounn, 
whose houses I knew to he standing, I felt that it was my duty to contradict 

the statement. , , ^ „ forTner 

1347. Have you been cognizant of the usual arrangement between ^^mer 

and a labourer, where a cabiu with a small patch of land held with it 
given? — 1 have. , , , . - 

1348. What does the man usually pay, or what work does he give . 
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eftbin with a garden, from 20 . 1 may say, to 40 days’ work were imposed. 

But in Tegard to this and also my last answer, I sliould observe that when 
those rents were paid, there was ample value given by the person who gave 
this cabin and land for the 20 or 40 days’ work. A former gave an acre of 
land, with very often a facility to manure, and out of this acre the labourer 
usually got from 12 Z. to 20 1 worth of potatoes ; and I have known the muck- 
rent system, (it is a fearfully evil system unquestionably), but 1 have known 
it resorted to by persons who wanted no food for themselves, but as a naere 
system of speculation. I have known hundreds of cases in which that cl^s 
of men called servant boys in Clare, (unmarried labourers who go and live with 
a family), as a matter of speculation, frequently take half an acre or an acre 
of muck ground at 3 /. or 4 1 . an acre, cultivate it themselves on speculation, 
and sell the produce. I have known a number of such instances, but I say that 
when that did exist, there was to a certain extent value given ; it was a miser- 
able system, arising from miserable circumstances ; the whole system was bad 
from first to last, desperately bad. ^ 

1349. Are. there many cases of that kind this year — I suppose that no 
rent has been paid under that work-rent system or muck-rent system since 
the failure of the potatoes, at least very . little. 

1350. Are the Committee to understand that you consider that no holdings 

of that sort have been granted ? — Numbers are in the possession of their caMns 
and gardens who took them when the system was in operation, and which they 
still hold. , . - , . , 

1351. On what terms?— On terms such as I have described; they hold 
a garden and house for 20 or for 40 days’ work, according to circumstances. 

1352. Do they still hold upon the terms on which they had taken them 
during the time the potatoes flourished ?— Certainly a number do ; numbers 
have been evicted, but not by their potato-rent landlords. I doubt whether 
cases have occurred in which evictions took place in consequence of the non- 
payment of these potato rents, or rack rents, or work rents. 

1353* Lord Naas.] But on the whole you are of opinion that that state of 
things, in tact, Ihe conacre system, is a very bad one ?— Certainly. _ 

1354. And one which is calculated to retard any advancement in the state 
of the people ?— I think it is not the greatest evil ; it was a remedy for a 
greater evil ; it arose as a necessary consequence of the poverty of all classes 
in the country. The constant withdrawal of capital from the country obliged 
people to resort to such means of obtaining a subsistence. I have known cases 
where farmers thought it more profitable to farm their land than to let it out 
at muck rent, and in which their farms were taken forcibly by a number of 
men, and dug up, and broken for potato ground ; and generally speaking too by 
the very class of men 1 have described, who wanted nothing for their own use ; 
servant men. 

1 355. Sir L. O'Brien:] So that the holding of that potato land was not 
voluntary on the part of the landlord?— No, it was the necessary consequence 
of the evil system which extended all over society. 

1 356. They very often being obliged to do it under compulsion r — Certainly ; 
if they did not do it they would be compelled unquestionably to do it, if they 
had land which was suited for potatoes. 

1357. The parties assembled and turned up the grass land ? — They assembled 
and turned up the grass land. 

135S. They coerced the farmer in that manner ? — Yes, and destroyed it for 
any other purpose than for potato land. 

1359. Chairman.] You admitted that the amount of distress existing in the 
union was not at aU e.vaggerated in Captain Kennedy’s report ; that it was so 
great as to defy exaggeration ?— Indeed, I think so ; I think it would be very 
difficult to overrate it. I saw scenes of misery myself which I could not 
possibly describe. I believe the country has had to go through a fearful ordeal, 
and the whole of society w’as shaken to its foundation ; and I believe that insol- 
vency exists throughout all classes of society, beginning with the lanillord and 
ending with the pauper. 

1360. And you ascribe that destitution to the failure of the potato, which, 
being cultivated so largely by the small tenants, rendered that class unable to- 
pay any rents at all, whether high or low? — Quite so. 

1361. And in consequence of that inability to pay any rent, whether high 
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ov low, they have been evicted from their holdings very largely, and thrown 
upon the poor rate for support, thus creating the destitution of the district f— 

I do not think that the increase of the burthen upon the poor-rate has been in 
proportion to the extent to which evictions took place. Captain Kennedy 
states in his letter of the 4th of December 1848, after reciting the number 
evicted up to that day as 6.090 souls, “ When 6,090 souls are added to the 
fair average of the infirm and helpless class in so large a population, the 
number on the relief list may be readily accounted for," I say, I do not think 
the inference to be drawn from that statement is a fair one. I do think 
that vast numbers, perhaps not all, but vast numbers of those who were deprived 
of land, and deprived of houses, were paupers before they were deprived as 
much as they were afterwards ; they were entitled by the law of the land to 
relief; if they pleased to desert their farms, they had the power to re-assume 
the land again when they pleased, and relief was given to many who so deserted 
their farms, who afterwards resumed them and occupied them, they not leaving 
their houses and not leaving their land to such an extent as to authorize the 
landlord to come in and put another tenant in possession ; therefore, as to_the 
burthen on the poor.rates, that existed before the evictions, as well as after- 
wards ; and far from thinking that the proceedings, so far as I haw been 
carrying them out, tended to increase the burthen on the poor-rates ultimately, 
I think that if those evictions had not taken place, the gross produce of the 
land would not have been sufficient to bear the burthen which would have 
been thrown upon the rates in consequence of the lands being occupied by 
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'^'”1362. Mr. Fagan.] Were not thev called upon to surrender the land before 
they got relief ’—They were not. The inspectors, relieving officers, and vice- 
guardians adopted different rules in different quarters of the country ; much 
depended on their own judgment. . 

1363. What rule did they adopt in the Kilrush Union r— The rule, they 
adopted in the Kilrush Union was to grant out door relief where they thought 
destitution existed, and where a man was willing to say, “ I will leave my land. 

I believe there are several instances of persons having had relief in the Kilrush 
Union during the time of the vice-guardians, who had land. 

1 364. Mr. Mansell] Do you mean that relief was given by the vice-guardians, 
they knowing that the person applying for relief had not bond fide given up the 
portion of his land which it was necessary for him to give up in order to 
entitle him to he a recipient of relief under the law ?— I do ; and more than 
that I mean to say there are names in this hook returned as evicted who are in 
possession of some portions of land: those persons got out door relief. My 
brother who is agent on a property, gave notice, on three different occasions, 
to have the relief stopped ; and not until he went to the Board of Guardians to 
complain of it was it finally stopped. It was stopped on two occasions for a 
very short time, and given again after his complaint ; and not until he went to 
report to the relieving officer at the workhouse was the relief finally stopped. 

1365. Are you aware whether any of those cases were brought before the 
auditor of the union at the time he audited the accounts ?— No, I am not. 

1 366. Would not the proper course have been, if the vice-guardians had 
acted in direct contravention of the law, to go before the auditor at the time 
of auditing the accounts? — I do not know. It is generally believed that it is 

not against the law. m .c 

1367. Sir R. Perguson.] To whom did he give the first notice?— To the 
relieving officer of the district. 

136S The relieving officer of the district having disregarded it, when it was 
brouglit before the. vice-guardians did they set it right ?— 1 belim-e so. 

13(19. Mr. Monsell.] The vice-guardians did set it right?— They did. I do 
not blame the vice-guardians. I only want to state the fact. 

1370. Sir L. O'Brien.] Do you know whether the vice-guarthans in any 

case continued relief to people when they knew they had land? --Only from 
report. I was not conversant with the cc^uct of the vice-guardians-or the 
relievine officers. , . , „ 

1371. You do not know of any case on the estate, which you were i^nagmg 
of people receiving relief who were in possession of land?—I heard erf several 
instances, but I cannot enumerate them. I left one tenant in possession of a 
few acres of land, a very poor man indeed, on the land <rf TuHabrack, and he 
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got out-door relief, and continued to geUt irC™. 

at the workhouse, and the out doo granted 

Blit it was Kenerally known to be the case, was it not?--It was gene- 
l n“ad‘”e\lst of relief in“the KuZh 

Union. 

The Rev. Michael Meehan, called in ; and Examined. 

,374. Chairman.] YOU are the Parish Priest of the parish of Carrigaholt, in 
''^%Tris°t“erfen1” epari^^^ - about 20 miles long, from one 

extreme to the other. • ..i * • A.rmr'irt'fl 

SltlS l=Ste are two parishes. Moyarta 

1841, by the census !-lhe ™ opinion as to the change that may 

tSSSSSS s 
M^.5ESBeE*3Sa-3 

“TIs" I'rhte yr7arie« the present amount of the popu- 

^orfaSafpopto I ‘Of “ ?rLfbe"ken 

as that I was equally certain of its correctness as if it had been tasen 

‘‘'Tsbt Then the decrease, of which you are speaking, is f ^ed fro^ 
resit of information so collected ?-Tlie decrease of the population is obtained 
frATYi thp account I have taken this year. 

1 3st To what causes do you attribute the difference in the rate of deci eM^ 
between the eastern and western portions of Moyarta, for instance f-I attlibute 

it, in great measure, to the industry of the people. i„tl,owp=tem 

1385. Mr. I’affan.] Do you mean to say that the less decrease in the western 
division was owing to the industry of the people ?— Partly. ^ ^ 

1 386 The comparatively less decrease m the western division being ft 
nr six ner cent., whilst in the eastern division it was one-half, you attribute t 
t™p1rior industry of the people in the western part?-l do, in a great 

“Ts^r Chah-man.-] Canyon account for the people being 

the west ?— I do not say that that was the only cause ; I believe the high re 

were another cause of the .decrease in tf east. rt,.. western 

1388. Mr. Mansell.] The rents were higher in the eastern than m the western 
"^^3^9. Chaii-mmi.] Do you mean that those high rents operated in diminishmg. 
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tlie industry of the people, and depriving them of the means of s^elt- support?- Rev 
In a great measure ; I would not assign any one cause as the only cause. - 

1390. Mr. Uansell.'] What distance is it from Carngaholt to Loophead . o 

^'T^q/^he district between Carrigaholt and Loophead, I believe, is now a 
very populous district, very densely peopled ’—Indeed it is. 

i'?Q2 And very much subdivided ? — It is, considerably. xu 4. t • i. 

1303'. Do you know in what state, with reference to popuktion, that chstrict 
wasit the time your predecessor became parish priest of the parish!— I have 
hemd that the population was by no means great ; that there was no proportion 

between the then population and the present population. . , 

between the Rev. Mr. Duggin the late parish 

priest of Carrigaholt, that there were only two fences m the whole distinct when 
he came there ’—I have heard that stated hy him. 

1305. Sir L. O’Brien.-] What is the present population r-The present popu- 
lation of that district is about 4,000 or 6,000; I do not exactly know ; about 
half the entire population of the united parishes, which is now 9,07.1. 

1 3q 6 Mr. Monseli:] To what do you attribute the enormous increase of 
nopulation?— At the time that there were no fences there were no ™>ids,.iio 
means of improving the country, and a great consequent difficulty m bringing 
re moduroftheknd to the market , but hy the improvements in ^cul- 
ture^and in the means of bringing their produce to the market they cultivated 
the land, and enabled it thereby to support the present population 

1307 Mr Faqmr\ To how many years ago do you refer when you speak ot 

the perionhenfheri were no fences and no roads ?-I refer to a period about 
C/mi>S] What was the date of your entering upon your present 

office?— Last May twelve months. a- hs.v „f Mnvarta . were 

,399. You spoke of the high rents in the eastern distnct “f f oyarta^^^^^^ 
they Idgher, do you think, on the average, than the poor-law ^’duahon ? Yes, 

I do thhik they were considerably higher than the poor-law valuat . 

1400. Mr. Aajf’ord.] Do you know who was the valuator of the Kilrush 
Union ?— I think a Mr. Moore. , ^ 

laoi TOiat is he ■? — I do not know; he was the valuator in 1841. 

lies' Mr. Fac/an.] Has it been valued since you came into the parish. 

No f I am taking^ the valuation of the years 1841 and ^ ^ f 

1403 Mr. Stafford.] You are takmg the valuation f 
1848 ?— I am not exactly taking the rent of 1848. I tliought the question 

you happen to know which is the highest, the 

Tioor-law valuation, or Mr. Griffith’s valuation .'— I do not. . 

140 3 Chairman.] You understood there was a great deal of industry in that 
district before the potato failure; what has been the state ‘'le population 
.toe Lcfthat occurred ?-They are in a state of great misery, and have been 
nrnirressing in that direction every year for the last three years. , 

1405*. Have they been enabled to carry on the cultivation of their land, an 
to support themselves upon it ?— Indeed they have-not. 

140k Have any large numbers of them been dispossessed of tiieir lanu . 

A n™her of them have been dispossessed ; a considerable number. 

1407. Did that dispossession commence before the potato 

exactly able to say at what particular time the dispossession m Moyaita com 
mence^d ; it was at or about the commencement of the potato 

1408. "What has become of those who were dispossessed 1— They have g 

to the workhouse, or died away ; disappeared. , 

,409. As to the decrease in the population, winch 
■one-hdf in the eastern part of your parish, v’lTref toe 

the population disappeared ; what has become • ,5„.Jl„uring®to live 

the workhouse, a great number of them ; many of them, ™^oavmn gj I 
oh the out-door relief, have lost their health and their c i 

-are dying awayj-ery fast, numbers of them live 

years’ privation, that though they are now alive 1 think tney 

Sir W. Somermlle.] Has there been any emigration in your district ? 

—There was a good deal of emigration. . . - ' C/iairman'.] 

’ o, 52 v ^ 
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,4U. ammm,,:\ Was there any remarkaUe f 

last winter at the time that out-door relief was stopped ?-Very great distress 

1 4f2^Can yTsS Srsnstance of that ’-I met at that time between 200 
nnAoO who^came to me very frequently daring the stoppage of out-door 
“m aJ snZ^dfd my honk hearing^hat 1 had got -me money from 
E^land to give the poor. I found on inquiries that a great many of them wer 

'°V;rs ^Do ™u SSlarrmaeses of those poor people, who had beem 
receivfng outdoor relief, were redly in a state of 

imposing upon the union ?-They were not imposing upon the union , a great 

“TJif B™S'ms^om\T^^^ iT^sTthon ?-There was, I believe, 

Tffwer“ndm^^^^ ‘heir physical eondWon 

an ™ of suffer^ from the'famine 

showed it as much in their appearance as they did almost by their words, 
whhout speaking a word, I would know amongst them those who were suffering 

hv ^tflTvation bv their colour and their wan appearance. ^ 

^141 6 Lord Naas:\ Do you think they would have gone into the house if they 
hadteen offered relief in the workhouse. ?-I believe generally they would have 
gone S aTeat many of them ; yet I know still that there were many outside 
who would de sooner^ than go in ; but most of the people who were pressed by 

want woiM^o m^and^^^^^ do you attribute the 

the workhouse by so many?-There were a good many of them who had seen 
better times, and belonged to the comfortable class of people , *>=7 we 
hurried down instantly into the lowest misery ; in a year, perhaps, or two. 1, 
hre seenlstances of that, and that pride of feeling and of class remmned 
with them almost while life existed. Those people were m a kind of 
and could hai-dly be. spoken to ; they felt above all things sepmation from their 
famUies, and they had a feeling that if they went to the ™Abouse the^ yuld 
never see each other again ; they would be separated into wmds^^^^ 

husband from the wife and eliildi-en ; it is not the separation for a time that^o 
much affects them, as the certainty that they wiU never meet again in this 

™i4i’ 8 Lord A/aos.] Why did they think that they never would meet again 
in this world ? -From the fact of numbers dying inside the home 

1419. Chairman.-] They were also aware probably that 7 .W 

■he puUed downit 'they went into the workhouse .—They were afraid that their 

houseswouldhepuUeddownintheirabsence. 

1420 That would render it still, less probable, of course, that they would be 
able to quit the workhouse (-A good many remained outside, I cannot say a 
good many, but numbers of them, from the tear that their houses would he puUed 
down in their absence. 

'■ 1421 Lord Naas.] But you think the principal cause of their aversion to 

going in was the fear of the great mortality that existed in the workhouse .-v 
-fndebd it was ; I m-ay say it was the principal cause of their aversion to going 
in ; but notwithstanding that aversion, a great many did go in. 

1422. Sir R. Ferguson.] Can you state the period at which the fear ot the 
great mortality made so strong an impression? — About the 20th January, 1 
think ; at that time they were in a very low state, and still unwilling to go 
into the workhouse. 

1423. Chairman.] At that time the deaths in the workhouse were very 
numerous ?— Very numerous ; I saw, I believe eight, or nine coffins myselt on 
one car coming out, which was a very injudicious thing ; it frightened the 
people as it was passing near KUrush, with the coffins piled up one over the- 

other^^^ Was not it reported at that time that those deaths were chiefly caused 
by dysentery, and that thatdy sentery was caused by the nature^pf the food given 
in the workhouse? — Yes. 

1425. Does not indisposition to go into the workhouse frequently arise 
frointhe want of classification that is known to exist there; and the uuwuhng- 
ness of parents to allow their children, their daughters for example, of above 
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16 lears of age, to be mixed v,ith the women of a bad stamp, in the women's 

vourself ? — Very seldom during the last 12 months. v«= 

1A27 Previous to that time was there this want of classifieation . Yes, 
decidedly there was. I was chaplain to the workhouse two or three years 

before that, when I was in Kilrush. _ , 4-v,«v. ; "Wa -nnt ant- 

1428. There were no means of enforcing classification then. No, no > 

Chairman 1 How did the out-door relief poor, when relief was stopped, 
supporuSmselves ■ upon what did they live 1-A good deaf upon the chartty 

of those that had anything to give. , , . 

,430. Were they driven to resort to weeds and shell-fish for tood as h^ 
been stated by otlier parties; was that within your knowledge .—About half 
S smlort consist and shell-fish ; 50 per cent, of their support; 

that is of what they actually used to eat; and the remainder was chanty. 

MsL do foo oaeau by that word ;-A kind 

”^’T3."®LorfT«s.] Isthatdillisk?-No; I forget the name of it ; it is not 
what they call dillisk; nor is it properly, if I remember, sea-weed; it ,s a 

a«Do they dress it in any way; do ^hey W it i-T^ 
ViAiUi Thev endeavour to get a little meal to mix with it ; and if they got 
abit ha« a^potnd of meal and a pot full of weeds, they would consider them- 

consider that it is wholesome ?-l consider it wholesome if 

is an immense deal of 

Are those shell-fish of a wholesome quality ?-Yes ; peri- 

"tsf’. Do tofknow any instances in which death occurred through excessive 
want of food'about that time ?— I do. 

1438. Were there many such cases!— A great many. 

Mfo Ko'ersSTo'"™ “”5' cases 

rivakonil'hewearau.^^^^ 

and a peculiar ‘«>o “* * ‘c *5 0 swollen, and the up|ier part of the 

feef kVswrflerrthey were deformed; they were not well able to walk, and 

cases ?-Those that had not houses were obliged to allow some of th 

door relief in payment for lodging. _ cases’- Their houses had 

1445. Had their houses been pulled down 111 those cases 

had no house to go into. , j • <-a for their lodgings 

1446. They wSe then obliged to take lodgings md to pay lor tueir g g 

with a portion of their meal --With a portion " ^eal to 

1447! Do you think they were enabled to i-etam enougn 01 i 

support them in health ; No, they were net. . during the last two or 

1448. Then as to clothing; have they had aij “c™*’ themsdves 

ttree years that they have been receiving cut-door relief, to provide them ^ 
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with decent clothing?— No means at oil, except what they got from charitable 

**'"i’449 Were the great mass of the out-door relief paupers decently clothed ? 

they spend any portion of their time in labour 
or Mustry of any kind ?— They got no employment ; that has been the root of 

Ud^Mr. MomeH:\ Are they quite willing to work •— 
nothing can be more marked than their willingness to work, and. their capability 

?45? Is'the land capable of giving them employment ?— If it were propwly 
farmed it would give them employment, not only the present population, but 
the population which in the last three years has dropped oft. 

1453. Mr. Fagmi?i Do they go to sea to catch fish?-They did hsh whUe 
they were able ; but it is to be remembered, that those who suffered from the 
famine were principally that class of persons that supplied the fishing 

1454. Lord JVffiM.] Do you mean by “ supplied the fishing trade, that they 

went out to sea themselves i— They went out to fish ; their method of fishing is 
by a canoe manned by three men. , , 

Why did they stop in that ?— They were not able to row, and they 

(lied away. 

14s6, They were so weak?— They were so weak. 

1437. Did they get as good a market for their fish after this distress ^egan 
as they did before ?— Indeed, I believe the market was just as good. There 
was another cause of the fishing becoming slack, which was, that in the year 
1847 when provisions became two or three times dearer than we had known 
them’ since we were born, they were obliged to pledge even their nets, and 
they were almost the first things they pledged ; in addition to that, they 
pledged their top coats and other things, and 90 per cent, of those articles 
were in that yeai- pledged for food. 

1458. What year was that?— The year 1847. , , , mu 1 

1459. C/mimmi.] Were they able to redeem those pledges i— They have not 
been able to redeem them since, except in a few cases. 

1460 Lord Naas.] Did that completely prevent them from obtaining their 
livelihood in the nsual way?— As far as fishing went; fishing was not the 
entire means of livelihood for all those persons ; it was only partiallj- so. 
The history of the fishermen was shortly this, that they had generally a 
house and half an acre of land, or an acre, for which they paid perhaps at 
the rate of 4 1 . an acre ; the house was generally built by themselves ; t“at 
portion of their time which was spared from the tilling of their small bit ot 
ground was devoted to fishing, and thus they were enabled to support them- 
selves and to make a little money by the double occupation. There were 300 
canoes in the parish where I am now pastor, each canoe being managed by 
three men. About three months ago 1 found that there were only about 1 10 
canoes, and that falfing oft I attribute to the failure of the potatoes. 

14C1. Mr. Stafford.] The canoe soon goes to pieces if it is not carefully 
attended to, does not it?— Very soon ; it also requires every year an outlay of 
about 10 s. or 15 s. for canvas and tar, which it is impossible for them to get. 

1462. Mr. Clements] Are they what are called curraglis ?— They are. ' 

1463. Lord Naas] To whom did the fishermen pawn their nets ?— With 
the pawnbrokers of Kilrush. 

1464. Are there many of those nets and fishing implements in the pawn 
offices of Kilrush now ? — ^There are. 

1465. Chainnan.l When those fishermen were reduced to destitution, in 
what way did they obtain relief ; were they employed in stone-breaking ? — 
They were employed in stone-breaking last year. 

1466. If assistance could have been given them, to enable them to redeem 
their nets from pawn and go to fishing again, would not they have been enabled 
to support themselves for the time, and upon the return of the potato crop to 
resume their usual mode of livelihood -~No doubt of it. I got a little money 
last harvest from Ck)unt Strzelecki, and I applied a good deal of that to the 
redemption of nets ; and by having the nets redeemed at that time, a great 
.number of those for whom they were redeemed supported themselves. 

J467. Sir L. G’Brien.'] Did many of them give up fisiiing for the purpose o£ 

going 
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going on the out-door relief list ?— I know of none of them who gave up Rey. 
fishing 5 they would not give up fishing for anything else, if they had tlie 

means of fishing. v , . .1. 

1468. They did not go merely to get the meal and take to breaking stones, 

instead of fishing? — No. 

1469. LordiVan^.] What sort of fish do they generally catch?— Herrings 

and mackarel principally. . , , mv i. • 

1470. Where do they fish ; out at sea, or in the harbour? ihe herrings 
were caught in the Shannon, and the mackarel in the sea, in the Atlantic. 

1471. You say that they fish entirely in canoes; do you think that those 
canoes are the best kind of boats for that sort of fishing ? 1 think if 
were large fishing smacks assisted by the canoes, that would be better. Ihe 
canoes are very well fitted for the sea ; and by having a fishing smack or two 
at the north side, at the Atlantic side, the canoes could go for shelter to those 

1472. But still you think that, for the actual carrying on of the fishing, the 
canoes are the best sort of craft? — I think so. 

1473. Mr. Clements.'] Is not the great danger in the use of canoes, that the 
people become exhausted by rowing when a gale comes on ? — Yes. 

1474. Are they very often driven out to sea ? — Not very often. 

1475. Are they liable to be driven out to sear — The great danger on the 
Atlantic side, the north side, is in getting out from the shore ; there are only 
two or three outlets on a range of about 12 miles of shore. 

\ A76. Chairman.] Is there any quay at Carigaholt which would make it 
easily accessible to such vessels ? — There is no quay at Carigaholt, but a 
miserable attempt at a quay. 

1477. Was not there some attempt lately to build a quay there?— About 
three years ago I understand from the people there was a quay about to be 
built by the Board of Works, but they required, as a condition, a certain 
amount of money from the proprietors of the neighbourhood who would he 
benefited by the quay. 1 understood that the owners of the properties agreed 
to give the applotted sums, with the exception of Mr. John Macdonald, of New 
Hall, and he agreed to give some of it, but would not give the entire sum that 
was applotted upon him. Mr. Marcus Keane was the applotter, I understood. 

1478. Then the project was not carried out; it failed on that account ?— 

It did. . n u 

1479. l.ord Naas.] When those men got on the relief hst, do you think they 
would have been wiEing to give up relief if they could have gone out to sea 
and have fished again ?— No doubt of it ; they were staiwing undp the relief i 
in general I may say that on out-door relief the families were starving. 

1480. So that the receipt of out-door relief would not have prevented them 
from going out to fish, if they could have done so r— Not at all ; I have known 
a great many of them to forfeit the out-door relief last year rather than not 
go fishing ; and besides that, the relieving officer was so well acquainted with 
those upon the relief Hst, that he struck them off when out fishing for one 
night, and that was a great check upon them. 

1481. Mr. Fa^an.] When there were 30,000 on the relief list in the union, 
was there much imposition practised? — There was some imposition; I cannot 
say to what amount, but not much ; I am certain there was imposition, but I 
cannot state exactly the extent. 

1482. Were persons who could sustain themselves and their families getting 
parisli relief?— No; the imposition was in this way: suppose a man had a 
small quantity of land that was tilled, ajid he was enabled to support himself 
during the summer ; if he could struggle on until harvest he would be able ta 
reap his crops and pay his rent ; I heard in some of those cases that the land 
was taken from them by some other person, and they went on the relief for a 
time. 

1483. Chairman.] Has there been any considerable amount of employmrat 
given by the landowners of the district that you are best acquainted with ? 

No very considerable amount. _ . ' l i 

1484. Lord Naas.] Do the landowners hold much land in .their .own hands 
in your parish ? — Mr. Burton has about 200 acres in his own hands. 

. 1485. Mr. Stafford.] Is that all ; do vou think there are. but 200. acres .held 
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by landlords in their own hands within your parish f-I do not know any 

p^oTert; "oh Mr^Marcus Keane is 

*®t?o'rSia!man] With regard to landlords giving employment upon the 
railrl there he any indisposition on the part of the tenants to the land- 

An^I therefore it would have been quite o|)en to the landlords to 
oitVipr with their own money or Government money, labour m improving 
tte land generaUy of their tenants, though they did not hold that land m their 

own occupation be raised, do you 

1493 - ;„„rovemeuts ?— They would not ; because I think 

tortthrrents at present are Ugh enough, even under the condition that their 

'""trcttLTButt«u“uc^ improvements have enabled the tenants 
to pay higti i-enii than they now pay, and also would there have been a 
great many of those in existence who have disappeared ?- No doubt of it. 
mas Mr MonselU Is not the property in a great part of that district so 

extremdv subdivided, that it would he difficult for the landlord to undertake 

any peat improvements without consolidating the farms:— At present the sub- 
““llTSifurffiere are greater facilities for drainage on tbe part of the 

landlords than there were before?— Much greater. , . 

1497. Mr. Stafford.} The farms being larger and the electoral divisions 

With regard to the willingness of the people to work 
u * V o-mnlnvment is eiven to them, can you state to the Committee any 
remSable instances that have come under your observation of the willingness 
S the people to work, and of the good class of work winch they do when 
employed ?— I have known men to work for 6 d. a day, and give as good a day s 
Tirrtrif SIS! pver I have seen a man give. _ . . 

1499 But do you know of any instances of any Englishmen coming into the 

.0 the Committee P_About the year 
1 R 42 a Mr. Fabiell, a Yorkshire gentleman, had a contract for extending the 
Tiier &t Kilrush, and he requested me to get him a dozen men. I got a dozen 
S them that evening, and he said, before giving them vvork, that he would give 
them not only 10 d., which they would be glad to work for, but that he would 
cLmenoe with 1 s., and after the end of a week he would raise the wages by 
fwonences as high as he thought they deserved, provided they complied with 
eert^ conditions. They did comply with his conditions, and he raised the 
waffes At the end of a year and a half he told me that the 12 men that 1 sent 
him were as able to work and as wiUing as any men he ever met in England, 
or in Ireland, or in Scotland. , 

1X01. Did he endeavour to induce any of those people to accompany him to 

■pTiffland ? He brought some of them with him to England, he admired them 

fto much and the remainder of them have since got into comfortable situations 
from the’ steadiness that they acquired under his prudent kind instructions. 
1502. And vou think those people that you speak of. may he taken as a tair 
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.amnle of the people in the district generaily t-They may. for I had only about Rev. M. Meiha,. 
iTminutes to p 4 them out. I took them ip the run ; I took no one hut a 

•man of ffood character. ^ , ..i . i. 

Chairman.-] Do you think the want of industry among the tenantry, 
before the potato failure which you spoke of, was owing m a de^ee to &e 
want of tenure in their land, they being merely tenants at will, and therefore 
liable to increased rent if they improved their lands I— I not consider that 

it affected the very poor class which I was speaking of, but it affected those 

who held 20 or 30 acres of land decidedly. .... 

1 504. Mr. Stafford.-] Do you know any cases of tenants, who, having improved 
their lands, have had their rents raised ?— I do ; rent put on. 

1505. In consequence of the improvements r— in consequence of the improve- 

nients. , , „ ,r 

i«?o6. Which tliey had made? — ^Yes. , „ 1 

i'', 07 . No allowances bavin*' been made by the landlord for those improve- 
TnpTtts They were allowed in this way. Suppose a person had a piece ot 
waste land, of bog, attached to the arable portion for wbicb be paid rent, and 
thereupon he improved it, and added an acre or two of the hog, it might be left 
to him for a year or two without rent, and after that rent was put upon it ; that 

One such instance as that would be enough, ** 

not, to deter perhaps a hundred other tenants from improving in the hke 

■manner ?-’~No doubt of it. • . 

1509. Sir IF. SttmenMle.] You said that was the custom; was that so? res, 

*^Ttro * Sir i O'Brien.] Was not it sometimes the condition that they were 
riven leave to improve this land, and hold it rent free for a few years (-res, 
for a few years; but I consider the number of years too tew ; there was no 

express express condition, was there not (--In 

some cases there was an express condition, but in general there not. _ ihe 
case stood in this way, that a man, wishing to stand well with his landlord, 
took an improvable piece of land without coming to express tern^i and 1 
consider not coming to express terms, that is, not making a distinct 
about the land, as with regard to food or clothes, or anything else, is discou- 
raring ; and that lies at the root of aU our misery in Ireland now. 

It 12 Mr. Stafford.] You consider it an unsound rule of proceeding '—1 do. 

I would till no man’s land, I would not care if he were my own brother, unless 

^ ^i°si2. Lord Naas.] Was the land which was improved in this way cut away 
bog or the hog itself? — It was land upon which water was allowed to remam; 
it was a moist kind of land, that required trenches or draining. 

1514. Chairman.] Does the land require clearing from stones in that part . 

Not much from stones in that part. ■ o u 

iKi^. Lord Naas.'] What was the mode they took to improve it ?— By cutt^ 

a large trench at right angles to its incline downwards, to take away the water, 
and then sow potatoes upon it. ■ 

1516. Was that an expensive process ? — It was not at all ; they did not go 
into the expensive process generally, not having tenure. 

1 'll?. What did it cost r— I cannot tell. 

i KiS. How long would a man take to cut a trench to drain an acre of to 

tog-? in some places two or three acres of it were in such a position be 

drained by one trench. In another case it could not be done without drammg 
1 00 acres 

isig. Mr. Stafford.] In the case to which you refer, of rent being put on 
after one or two years, can you state how much labour had been spent upon 
that particular farm?— I know the case of a man having four acres of land, nM 
being two years reclaiming it. 

I'lSo. What did he sow upon it? — Potatoes and bear. 

1521. Alternately; first one and then the other, or both together. I kno 

that he had potatoes and bear upon it in one year. , , ' , 

1522. Lord Naas.] What bad he on it the next year r— I do not know. 

1 523. Chairman.] When he had improved the land, was a- rent equal to tne 

full value of the improved land put upon iti — Not immediately. - 
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1 K2A. After two years ?— No, not after two yeai-s it was not. 

152^ Sir IV. Smenilk.] W^iat rent did he pay for the four acres before 
he Lgan to improve ?-He paid nothing for it for some time, and then he 

^”1526. He had the four acres for nothing ?— He had the four acres for nothing 
at first, and he endeavoured to improve it, and tilled it by sowing potatoes 

upon d, jjj. ciiai-gea j an acre ?— No, 1 1 . for the 

Lord ATa^-Ton what properties did b'7wnd^“'°™' 

Vandeleur’s property. I cannot state any case in Moyarta of that ™«' 

1529. Mr. Stciford.] What place do you refer to?— To Colonel Vandeleurs 

property, outside Moyarta, near Kilrush. ^ nt 

‘ 1530'. C/iair»wa.] Before you came to Cangaholt, you were resident at 
Kilrush for a number of years ? — 1 was for 12 years. thps 

1531. Therefore you were well acquainted with the management ot the 

property in that neighbourhood r — ^Yes. ^ 

1532. It is of that you have been speaking ?— Yes. 

1533. Mr. 5fa/ord.] Where is it situate Within a mile and a half of 

Do you remember the name of the townlandl-I forget whether it was 

Dysart or Kilcarrol. . 

1 Do you remember tbe man s name M (jratn. 

l«6. Lord Naas.] Is that the only case you can remember vdiere the lent 
was^raised in consequence of improvements by the tenant .—I remember a 

^?5sT Mn that tenanthold directly from Monel Vandeleur, or 

was thlre a midlemai between ?-He held directly from CcW ^andeleur 
1538. Chairman.] Did the rent remain for a permanency at 5 s. ™ “re oi 
was it subsequently increased in that and the generahty of instances of which 
vou have suoken ? — It would have been increased. , , r v, 

^ 1539. Lord Wiws.] my was not it increased?-! have heard of cases where 

the fuU rent was put on land after its being improved, but I cannot state any 

'’^TsqL'^BuUn^haf case of M'Grath, was not the rent raised on a new division 
of the farm altogether?—! cannot say whether the rent was raised or ^ 
its division. I only state what I recollect. I have laid down a general proposition, 
and I wish to adduce a case. . , . , 

1 sal When the farm was altered, was not the rent raised on this man 3 
farm on the alteration otthe size of the farm?— I cannot say anything more 

about it than I have done. • i.i_ 

1542. Chairman.] Do you think the tenants on any other properties in the 
union are under the impression, that if they improve the farms they occupy 
thev wfll not he allowed to retain them without having their rent raised ( — Ihe 
impression is, that if they improve the land an increased rent will be put 

^1543. And to that impression you attribute the bad condition of the land in 

the district f — 1 do. ^ f i j i. 

H44. Lord Naas.] According to this system of improvement of land, how 
lonff would it take to repay the tenant the money it had cost mm, h^ing the 
land rent free ?— I think it would repay him, generally speaMng, in about five 
or six years, if he was certain of being left on it during that time. 

i«545. Chairman.] But would not the tenant be apt to suppose that the 
increased value which his labour gave to the land ought to be entirely ms pro- 

^ ^46. And not being secure in that, he would be so far indisposed to make 

X. O'Brien^ Do you think, if a man cut a drain through two acres 
of laud which could be done in a few days, that the labour of importing that 
increased value would entitle him to possess those two acres for ever ?— I do not 

think it would. . . 2. ^i. i. fi. 

1548. Cbairma?i.] But generally speaking, you attribute to the want ot tenure 

the want of improvement?— X do. . 1 j 

1 UQ Mr Stnford.] You have stated that rents have been raised for lands 
^ reclaimed ; 
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reclaimed; do you know of any case of rent being raised for land improved? R ev. M. 

'*^552° Havryou any estimate which you could give to the Committee of the 
number of houses pulled down within that period in the whole pansh, or any 

nart of it ’ There were 83 persons in 20 houses dispossessed in Tasbeen on the 

11th of January I 860 ; six of the houses tumbled down, and of U possession 
was taken, and there were 83 persons in those houses .v . 

I«c,. In those cases where the houses were not pulled down were the 
families turned out ?— They were turned out and let in again. 

In wh.at way were they let in ? — As care takers. *.i i.- ^ 

1 tlx That is, subject to removal at a moment’s notice?--At amoment s ^tice. 

1556. Has that been the usual practice in cases of evictions in the neighbour- 

hood?— It has^^ lists of evictions and of evicted tenants may he given in without 
that term meaning strictly that the families were 

but that they were liable to dispossession at any future moment?— At any 

futuve moment as care takers. . n i <. 

* 1558. Mr. Monsell.-] Still you would not call persons emoted who were not 
evicted ?-No, I would not ; but this is the history of the place at the timm 

Lord Youlivein thetownlandof Moyarta, do notyou. les. 

Ise!: Ha“ you heard of any houses being levelled on that townland?- 
I believe 1 have heard of two or three ; I think two houses. 

i«;6i. There were two houses levelled? — ^Yes. 4.- 

1562. Did you make any inquiries to ascertain whether the ”“es men^^^^^^ 
in Uantain Kennedy’s report as being unhoused were true or not . The houses 



I 



1502. Uia you mate any iu4aiii.ca 

in Captain Kennedy’s report as being unhoused were true or not . 

Were the families removed ?— They were removed, 
beUeve, and they were readmitted as care tAers. 

1564. Are they there still do you think r-A great many of them are there 

^*'^565. Have many of them been removed since?— I have not heard of many 

that were removed since in that townland. Tfnro-Pt 

1566. Lord Naas.] But there were only two houses knocked down?— Hornet 
now ; it was a very small number. r-novncrrtm 

1 .567. Have you heard of any house being levelled on the townland of Donaoha 

Wek?— I cannot speak as to Donagha West. , „ ^ 1 m 

1568. Do you know anything about the townland of Donagha East. No, 

I am not certain about that. , . t i..,:., 

1569. Or Braiffa?— No, I cannot speak of that, hut I am certain about 

Sir£. O'Sricr:.] The reason they are admitted as care tAers is to 
prevent the landlord the expense of another eviction, is it not i— i:es,_thatis 

'''1 571. They are put in as care takers while the farm is in a state of transi- 
tion, and till an arrangement is made by the landlord r— Yes. 

1572. When once the arrangements are made they cease to he care takers 

and become tenants ? — Yes. „™io vonv 

1573. Mr.'AfoKseH.] Do you know what the condition of the people “y” 

parish was prior to the potato failure as to clothing and food?— They weie ) 

’’'^157* What is the general condition of the people now ?— They are in a very 

bad^condmon^ night clothing, how are the people covered at night ?— They 

have hardly any night clothing. , . w.TiVetst 

1576. Do you go into many houses where the people have no blanke . 

I go into houses where there are four or five people with only one she , 
that a bad sheet, over them. . in 

1577 - Do you think that there is a large proportion of P“” 
your parish who are now gradually, from the effect of want of clothing, and 
want of food, dwindling away ? — ^Yes, I know there are. ^ ^ 

0.52. • P ■ 

nted image digitised by the University of Southampton L 



n I ihrarv/ ninific afinn I Inif 




Rer. M. Meehan. 



35 June 1850. 



114 MINUTBS OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOKE THE 

1578. Do you see any prospect of improvement under the present state of 

tMnesr — Indeed, no. ^ , , 

157Q. Lord Naas.] Do not you think that a superior class has become 
impoverished this year, which had not previously been poor ?•— I consider that 
the class between the smaller class of the landholders and the large have all 
become impoverished this year. 

1580- They had been able to hold out till this year where they were Y es. 

1581. But this year they became impoverished?— Yes. 

15 32 . Chairman^ The still lower class that formerly existed have become 
extinct ?— They are becoming extinct ; they are more fit for the infirmary than 
anything else. I believe whatever amount of food they might get you would 
never be able to restore them to health. . . * i, 

1583. Is there anything going on from which you would anticipate a better 
state of things next year ? — No, nothing. 

1584. Lord Nms.] Is there not a great deal of potatoes sown?— There is 
a oreat deal of potatoes sown j but not so much as there might he. 

° 585. Do you think the very poor have sown any? — The very poor have 
sown very little ; scarcely worth mentioning. I think that if the potatoes 
succeed there will be a considerable quantity retained for seed next year, 
which will leave of course but a comparatively small supply for food. 

1586. Then if the potatoes do succeed this year, you think that there still 
will be a great deal of poverty ?— I do. I do not see how the poor can main- 
tain themselves where they have not sown potatoes ; I do not see how the) will 

be able to do so. . i. v 

1587. You think that there are a great many families in your parish who 
have not any potatoes sown ? — There are. 

1588. And that they will not be any better off next year than they were 
last year r — I do not think they will ; they will be absolutely starving ; they 
may get some little charity. 

1589. But they will have no more of their own than they hq.d last year — 
They will have no more of their own than they had last year. 

1590. Mr. Monsell] What effect has the great distress to which the people 
have been subjected had upon their general moral character, particularly with 
regard to honesty ? — They were remarkably honest notwithstanding all those 
privations ; there were cases, of course, of theft, but those cases were not at all 
of such a nature as to alter the moral character of the people as a body ; 

I have known them to die when they could have stolen, and when they did not 
steal. 

1591. Do you think that their general feelings with regard to the crime of 
theft are altered within the laat two or three years ? — Not the least altered. 

1592. Do you observe the same shame in the people who are convicted of 
any petty theft which you observed before ? — I do. 

1593. Is it the fact that there have been flocks of sheep out in the parish in 
the worst times of distress which have not been touched by the people? — 
There is at present a very large flock of sheep of Mr. Burton’s exposed and 
going at large ; there might have been many of them stolen, but very few of 
them were stolen ; there were one, or two, or three, but not such a number as 
made any noise. I asked the herdsman, and he told me there were a few, but 
not worth talking of. 

1594. Lord Naas.] But they took some from you, did not they ? — They didj 
my sheep were for four or five days stra)dng about the townland of lYellig 
before they were touched, and I suppose that the temptation became too stroug. 

1595. Mr. Monsell] Is the townland of Trellig one of those upon which 
a considerable number of evictions have taken place ? — Yes. 

1596. Was it at the period of the evictions that your sheep were stolen ? — It 
was about that time. 

1597. Mr. Staford.] Were the sheep marked? — They were marked, but 
they were not marked so as that the people could know whose sheep they were, 
but they were marked in such a manner as that my people could know whose 
sheep they were. 

1598. Lord Naas.] They had str.ayed away and been more than four days 
before they were stolen ?— Yes. 

1.599. Siofford.] Was it during the time that relief was being given? — 

I do 
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I do not remember exactly now ; it was about the time that the out-door Rev. Af. Meehan. 

relief was stopped. , , . . , 

1600. Chmrnan:\ Did you believe that the people at that time were m such 25 June 1850. 
a state of destitution that you refused to prosecute in consequence ?— A police- 
man came to me and asked me if he should go and search for them, for he 

knew they were stolen ; I told him I was unwilling that he should go, for 1 did 
not wish to prosecute. , . r 

1601. Mr. Monsell] During the whole period you have been speaking ot, 
are you aware, or have you ever heard or read, of any people in the same state 
of misery as to want of food, and clothing, and shelter, as the people in your 
parish have been ?— No ; I never thought I should see anything at all equal 
to it. 

1602. Chairman:\ Is there anything like regular employment for labourers 
at day wages through the year in that district 1 There is no employment. 

1603. Then that proportion of the population who formerly subsisted upon 

the potatoes which they grew themselves, and who are now turned out of then- 
holdings, have no resource whatever for self-maintenance ? — No; the farmers 
almost entirely do their own business, whatever they have ; those people hold- 
ing land do their own business. _ . - i. i ■ 

1604. Then unless removed by emigration, that portion of the population 
must be maintained by relief, or must die away r— They must. 

1605. There is no other alternative ? — No. 

1606. Lord Naas.] Could they have cultivated their land, or lived by it, 
provided they had kept the land upon which the potatoes used to be grown? 

—I am sure they could not. I am sure a great many of them could not till 
the land ; those who are pauperised could not till it, I am certain of it. 

1607. Then if they were left in possession of their land now, would not a 
great many of those little holdings be lying waste ?— They would. 

1608. Ghairman.] Could not many of them have been maintained m the 
occupation of their lands, and have continued to support themselves, if they 
had been employed in the meantime occasionally in the improvement of that 
land, or in the general improvement of the district r’ — They could. 

1609. Lord Naas.] But still their land alone would not support them, by 
growing anything upon it except potatoes ? — It would support them if they had 
as much as they could put seed in ; four acres of green crop would support as 
many as one acre of potatoes would. 

ibio. Chairman.] Would not mangel wurzel, turnips, parsmps and carrots, 
and so on, have supported them upon a much smaller acreage r 1 should 
thi-nlf an acre of turnips and one acre of corn crops would do. 

1611. Lord Naas.] They could not eat turnips alone ? — They could not. 

1612. Would they eat mangel wurzel alone ? — They could not. 

1613. Mr. Stafford.] Do you consider that the arrangements of the Poor-law 
were any stimulus to employment ; that they inclined people to employ more 
than before ? — I have not observed the Poor-law to act as a stimulus at all in 
that respect. 

1614. Mr. Clements.] Do you think that the mortality m the union was 
greater or less during the last spring, as compared with the spring of last year ? 

— I am unable to form any comparison with respect to the place where 1 am 
now, for I have been only one spring there. 

1615. Lord Naas.] Where were you when the public road works were going 
on ?— I was in Kilrush, but the public works were not completely discontinued 
before I went away. 

1616. Did not the people die very fast towards the end of the year 01 the 



public works ?— They did. 

1617. Comparing the two periods, the end of the year when the road worics 
were going on, and last December when out-door relief was stopped, do you 
think the people were dying faster at the first period than at the last. 

I cannot answer that question exactly. 1 

1618. But still there was a very great mortality towards the close 01 me 

public works ? — There was ; and I think there was a great deal of. that mortality 
caused by the exposure in the cold of the poor people while breaking the stones, 
without being sufficiently clothed. , ..v « 

1 6 J 9. They were obliged to stand out in the cold without sufficient clothes f 

“I*;!; p 2 1620. And 
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1620. And tEat caused the deatE of a great many?— I am certain it caused 
the death of a great many. , 11 ) Nr, 

C« C :"uTLstand°;hat you ^n^ 

of the comparatiTe rate of mortality between the two periods referred to ? At 

’^'T624 ^Sr^pTHtr^oKown^^^^^^ out' JoT* 

a irreat scarcity of food all through the country, so that if you had gone into 
on? of the simll country shops, and asked for a quantity of food of any kind, 

Z coldd noZave got it know of no scarcity of that kind. I was in 
icUrush until last May 12 months, and I knew of no great scarcity in Kilrush. 

,60 , Ct “ thTremote parts of the country, did you neyer he^ it smd 
thaf the hucksters’ shops were nearly emptied of meal?— Yes, sometimes that 

ZS That, in fact, you could not have bought it in some even if you 

had had plenty of money 1 did you ever hear that ?-I did, and I think 

ZdM' siri. O’Srim.] Has any plan occurred to you by which the people 
could Lve been better rZved than they were during the time of famine . 

Wte™ TOuldZu iie^'e got the money from ?-I would have lied *e 
landlrads for the last two or three years make allowances, on the same terns 
that the Government did to themselves ; and say, I will forgive T™ this ye r 
rent or the next year’s rent, and I wiU take it m five or SK instalments, to be 
paid in five or six years to come. If that had been done, I think a great many 
people would haveLen able to stand their ground who are now gone. I suppose 
within the last three years, when the pressure came, in the year 1847 for 
instance, many famaies were obliged to give 50 1 . or 60 (. for “’elk and^thost 
on potatoes before that ; they lived then at the rate of 30 i. ^ "^ek “d 
people never before knew anything but potatoes and milk. They lived at the 
■ rate' of 30 s. and sometimes 2 1. a week during that time of pressure, t think 
if such people as those had been assisted in this manner by tht l“dlords 
saying, Your rent is a considerable sum now, I wdl not take it from you this 
y^ the times are so very bad, and the pressure has come so very suddenly 
upon you ; but I will take it from you in five or six ins^ments, each instalment 
to be paidintbe next five or six years that would have enabled them to 

®°Zi. Mr. Stafford.] Then you think that no employment could^ be ^ven 
unless the landlords gave up the whole of the rent ; your suggestion is that the 
landlords should give up the whole of the rent ? — I consider that two years 
ago if they had done that, on the same plan as that on which the Government 
were willing to give money for the improvement of estates, it would have been 
a considerable benefit to the people. 

1632. Mr. Clements.'] How would the landlords pay their poor-rates if they 

were to do that?— Of course they should get some of the rent with which to 
pay the rates. . 

1633. Does not your plan contemplate the forgivmg the whole of the rent . 
Not forgiving the whole of the rent ; to forgive four-fifths of it. Suppose they 
took one-fifth this present year. I can only strike out a general plan. 

1634. That plan being to for^ve four-fiftbs of the rent f— To demand the 
entire of the rent in the year 1 847 -was, I think, a great hardship. 

1 635. Mr. Stafford.] Are the Committee to understand your notion to be 
that the landlords should forgive four-fifths of the rent of the tenants, and 
give the other fifth to pay the poor-rates?—! speak of the years 1846 and 

^^1636 In the years 1846 and 1847 you think it would have been a fair plan, 
in order to remove the distress, if the landlords had forgiven four-fifths of the 
rent, and taken for one-fifth only to pay the poor-rate?— I do not mean to^^ay 
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T ftr aa that they should not gel more tLan would pay 

that I would pre out between ,g 

SIS'S i" "li’-a.. « ■“* - '“f S“-“’ 

of paying their ^ ^ times whCT^thl potatoes were flourishing. 

mt7oft W°r^mission of some humane source of subsistence such as 
‘“64a™Do“o“rtSrX^^^^^ ™s mismanagement on the part of the 
landlords? — Ido. 

1 641 Mr. Stafford.-] Have you a farm ?— I have. 

“CS" " " 

A period of uncertainty is not the time when people would be most 
likely to invest money in land, is it ! It is not. 



Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, called in ; and Examined. 



i6a6 Lord Naas.'] DO you reside at Kilrush I— I 
1647' You are a proprietor in the Kilrush Unioii . I am. 

circumstances that may present 

whieh I can give the of rsd” rfter the stoppage 

'^Tfif™M^as“owing to the failure of the potato crop in ^at year ?- 
OwiI to tlm fat e of the potato crop in that year immense numbers were 

C/S:] Was not one half of 

ifntTbTtt ttyLt^tiontTL population were upon reUef under 

bffTCre" might been^^oipa^^^^^^^ 

pressure was naturally anticipated. The origina extent of 1,100. 

was 800, and it was enlarged by various alterations to the exte , 

1654. Lord Naas.] So that in November 1847, ™ “e't t my 

modatn for 1,100?— There was workhouse * „n t 28th of 

recollection for 1,100. Previously to that time the ^ardian , 

August, had struck a rate amounting to about 1 6,00U i. ^ 

0.25. r 3 



Colonel 

C. M. Vandeleur. 
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Colonel 1655. Were you chairman of the Board at that time? I was chairman of 

c. M. Vandeleur. the Board at that time. I think I had better hand in a copy of the resolutions 

passed on the 23d of March 1850, which will explain the circumstances of the 

25 June 1850. time to the Committee?— It states, “ That on the 28th of August 

184/ the Board struck a rate of 15,000/., one-fourth of the valuation of the 
union which the Poor-law Commissioners directed by their letter of the 21st of 
Septi'intei 1847, to be levied by two instalments, of which there remained 
uncollected on the 8th of March 1848, when vice-guardians were appointed, 
8,200i, with a liahihty of 1,600 i. This will he sufficient to prove that the 
guardians, as landowners and middlemen, showed no unwillingness to tax them- 
selves, or a disposition to postpone the coUection of the rates to secure their 
own rents, as stated hy Mr. P. Scrope. That the guardians had, previous to the 
appointment of Captain Kennedy in November 1847, made due provision lor 
the in and outdoor poor, as far as lay in their power, and had to meet an 
extraordinary pressure for relief when sickness and fever prevailed, not only in 
this union, hut in all the southern and western unions, to a most alarming 
extent ; when the workhouses were turned into hospitals. That the guardians 
did not hesitate to apply for a ‘ sealed order ’ to extend outdoor relief to the 
able-bodied classes, and acted at tbe time in strict accordance with the opmion 
of the inspector ; and that up to the time of theil- (femissal, no person w^ 
refused relief, as stated.” Those resolutions I thought it incumbent upon the 
character of the Board to have published, in reference to a statement made in 
the House of Commons by the Chairman of this Committee. 

1656. When were the vice-guardians appointed r— On the 8th of March 
1848. Previously to that Captain Kennedy wasappointed to the union as tem- 
porary inspector. One of the first matters which appears most essential, was 
providing medical accommodation for the increasing sickness ; in fact, sickness 
was prevalent to an immense extent in the union ; I have no returns exactly to 
prove the number, hut a large proportion of the number coming into the 
workhouse never entered any portion of it but the fever hospital and the 
infirmaries. 

1657. That was during the time that you had charge of the union?— ihat 
was during the time that we had charge of the union ; the sickness was so 
great that nearly every officer in the workhouse at that time was seized with 
the fever or some disease consequent upon it. I may state that it was with 
difficulty we could get at that time any guardian or any person to attend 
from fear of the disease ; and 1 must say that I am not the least surprised ; 
guardians at that time were dying in all parts of the country. It was not 
merely in the Kilrush Union that this fever was caught by the guardians ; in 
all the western unions the terror of it was so great at that time that it was 
almost morally impossible to get persons to attend. 

1658. What month was it of that year in which the fever w£^ most preva- 
lent?— In the month of December 1847 and January and February 1848; so 
that the Committee meed not be the least surprised at the statement that was 
made of the mortality by Captain Kennedy in that year ; nor do I believe that 
it was greater or as great as the mortality in other unions at the period. 

1659. Then you think that Captain Kennedy’s statement with regard to the 
mortality in the year 1 848 was correct ?— Yes ; it was correct, there is no doubt 
about it. When the vice- guardians were appointed on the 8lh of March 1848, 
they came in at a very difficult time, when the mortality was exceedingly great 
through the union, and the pressure for relief was daily increasing. 

1660. What was the reason that the vice-guardians were appointed — The 
vice-guardians were appointed after I left the union, on a statement of Captain 
Kennedy’s. 

1661. Chairman.] Did not you represent at the time to the Commissioners 
the state of the union to he such that it was impossible to carry out the relief 
of the poor, as the Board was then conducted r — I conceive myself, that at that 
period it was almost impossible to get guardians to attend ; the pressure was so 
gi'eat, and the duties required from the guardians were at the time so urgent. 

1662. Therefore you were in favour of the appointment of vice-guardians? 
— At that time I was decidedly. 

1663. And you recommended it to the Commissioners ? — I have no objection 
to say that I did recommend it to the Commissioners. I was under the impres- 
sion that Government officers, superintended by an inspector, would manage 

the 
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. a- in a wav that the public would be satisfied witli; I am ' 

theafimrsofthe umoum^ J management in general by vice- 
Slayin Ireland is anything but satisfactory, and I beheve that is the . 
ot>inioii of the Comniissioners. ^ 5 

1664. Sir Z. OBrien.-\ 

[Tr^e^pect^ e^oXoT general anything but satisfied with the 

management under the vice-guardians. . „ - t 

166s LordlVaas.] Had you left the union previously to the appointment o 
the vict^rdilslil left W union previously to the appointment of vice- 

®“r666.”when did youretuml-In May 1848 I think I returned. 

1667 Did you reside in the union during the greater ® . , . .. 

thi the union was under the care of the ^ce-gaardians?-I resided in the 

union from about May 1848 until the foUomng ^ 

1668 Were you in constant communication with the vice-guard g 

in your power to carry out the 

Pooflaw ?— I^belilve I gave them every assistance in my power to carry out 
^dyl^rhlt w: Kelly and Mr. 

“'iTy’r'when were the elected Board of Guardians reinsta^ted ?-The elected 

and^Lm ttat time I may refer to the financial position of the union for the 
"mat w?tS' state in which you found the financial and general 

1674. By what sum had the vice-guardians overdrawn their “coun^-^e 

c:"hr3roT«^^^^^ 

TTfinncfiv the iusuector informed the incoming Board that they h£^ 600 L to 
their credit • the Board on referring to their hank book, found that the treMurer 

SeTto advance any more 1 and Lo that there 

with the treasurer, that he was to be repaid at the rate of 200 1 . a week aft 

*®i6f6°Se??rai sum of 1,600 /. which the vice-guardians had overdrawn, 
was®hem“lftlX a debt at that time to the extent, 

^ ^^'77!’ So that“the*Card found that the vice-guardians had overihawn their 
account by 1,600 1 , and that there was besides a debt on *5 7“ of ^ 

—Of 13 000 I The Board also found that the vice-guardians had wltmn t 
thr?e wSprevlsly. received 1 810 I. 17^ 
out by tkem ; and that several cheques of the vice-guardians, wer 

present moment dishonoured by the hank. j .r. 4. 

1678. Mr.Ckments.] Then the Committee are to “derstond 

the debt of 1,600 1 ., there were outstanding cheques u^quiiH “Action 

1679. To lihat akount?-! am not aware. The falling off m the collection 
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of rates, between the collection under the 

^Swee^nteAel^^lrto 'i”“S 

week of the elected Board amounted only to 195 1 . 17 s. 

1 680 How do you account for that r— The vice-guardians had put a lesolu 
tion on their hook, ordering the collectors to bring m 20 per cent., if 

right, of the outstanding collection. a «nn / of 

T68i What do you mean hy the outstanding collection? —The 5,800 i. ot 
arrears wS were Ltstanding." The Board also at that period ““ 

at their first day of meeting that two of their coUectors were required to resign , 

that is, Mr. Bourke and Mr. Macdonald. i ii ..iinna that the 

, 68^ Are the Committee to understand by outstanding 
collectors were required to collect as much as they 
as they possibly could. There was a special sum mentioned in 
Two of the collectors were at that time suspended by an order 
sioLs on a complaint of the vice-guardians. There was also a serious difficulty 
which had arisen from the legaUty of the rate-books having been questioned. 

ids'!. LordiV(Ms.l What was the reason that those rate-books were ques- 
tioned '—The rate-books were questioned from the fact of names having been 
Sen in the rate-books 1 a column, in fact, had been filled up which was not 
Sred by the Act of Parliament. It appeared to me a very frivolous objec- 
tion, but still the rate coUectors were told m court that J’,® 

illegal, and the people who had been charged with rescues undel the Poor-law 
Act were dismissed out of the dock. 

1684. Mr. Clements.] What column was that?— The column for occupiers 

You mean that the names of occupiers under 4 1 . were inserted and 
that the Bate-hook was for that reason held hy the assistant barrister to be 
informal ’—Yes, informal. The rates consequently fell off, and the incoming 
rate was utterly insufficient to meet the expenses of the union at the time; 
and the guardians having applied for credit at that time, could not Jt. 

They struggled on from the Sd of November, and got some credit up to the 
24th, 1 heUeve; and the last week's supplies were then provided by the per-^ 
sonal security of tliree of the elected guardians. 

1686. Lord Arias. 1 What week was that?— I believe it was the week of the 

1st of December. , r. i 

1687. Was that in the same week as that in whick you wrote this letter to 
the Commissioners, dated the 6th of December 1849 ?— That letter I must have 
written upon my return home, the day after my arrival. Captem Kennedy on 
the first meeting of the Board of Guardians required the Board to strike a rate, 
and it is stated that nine of the rate-books were laid upon the table. Wine ot 
the books might have been laid upon the table, but I believe such a course as 
that was seldom taken by any Board of Guardians in Ireland ; they were a new 
Board, just elected, and they were required to strike a rate upon an estimate 
furnished by Captain Kennedy of 24,000 Z. for that half-year; that I believe 



was the estimate. 

i688. Sir L. O'Brien.'] The valuation being how much?— The valuation 
being 59,000 1 . 

i6So. Chairman.] Captain Kennedy did not require you to strike a rate 
equal to that amount to be collected within the half year ? — Captain Kennedy 
states in his evidence that he did not lead the Board as to what rate he 
required ; that he merely laid an estimate before them, and required them to 
strike a rate. 

i6go. Lord Captain Kennedy gave you to understand that 24,000 Z. 

would be required for the relief of the poor within the union in the ensuing 
half year ?— That is the state of the evidence. 

i6oi. Chairman.] What was the rate actually struck ?— The rate actually 
struck was 3 s . ; that was on the 10th of November, the next day of meeting. 

1 6q 2. That was subsequent to this meeting you are speaking of ?— That was 
the second day of meeting. I am referring to this, because much Wame was 
attached by the Commissioners tbrougb Captain Kennedy to the Board, tor 
not having struck the rate at the first meeting, both on account of having 
° adjourned 
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adioumed it, and also as to the amount. On the first day of meeting the Colonel 
bS adioumed until the subsequent Monday, which I believe was the 6 th of C. M. ro«*l«.r. 
November. On the 6 th of November, the guardians have stated to me that it 
was not for the purpose of considering the rate that they adjourned ; whether 5 
they are wrong or not I will not pretend to say ; the clerk pys it was, but the 
maioritv of the guardians told me that it was not, but that it was for this 
reason : that Captain Kennedy informed them that he did not conceive tliat 
Mr. Bourke had committed any delinquency in his collection which might not 
be overlooked by the Commissioners, and that upon a remonstrance 
Board of Guardians, the Commissioners might look over the fault which 
Bourke the collector had committed, and be satisfied with repnmandmg him ; 
and in consequence of that a correspondence took place, and it was stated to 
me specifically that it was upon that ground they adjourned, and that Cap- 
tain Kennedy was anxious that Bourke’s case should be laid oeforc the 
Commissioners again ’before his dismissal took place- Captain Kenne y, 
in his letter to the Commissioners, does not state a word about that ; but 
he imputes considerable blame to the guardians for not having dismissed 
Bourke on the first day of their meeting. I also wish the Committee to 
understand that when rate-books are put before a Board of guardians in the 
rough they are very far from complete ; and that on that day it was stated to 
the Board, as appears in the letter from the guardians, that they understood 
that there was 4,000 Z. of arrears, andivith 4,000 Z. of arrears, 6001 at the 
Bank ; and with the rate coming in, which they were led to suppose would 
come in, as it had previously come in, at the rate of about 400 a week> 
they would have had ample funds to have gone on with for a few weeks, until 
they could, in fact, see their way. 

i 6 q! 1 . LovdWaas.l What was the. amount of arrears of rates when the 
new Board came into office ?— When the new Board came into office, the arrears 
were stated to be about 4,000 I, which I believe was about the fact. 

1604 . Was the Board given to understand that the collection of those 
rates would proceed in the same manner as it had proceeded under the vice- 
guardians 1 — They had no reason to doubt, and they had no reason also to 
doubt that a large portion of that 4,000 1. was good money. It is subsequently 
stated that of those 4,0001., 2,0001. were irrecoverable; it is so stated by 
Captain Kennedy in some of liis letters. When the elected Bo^d went out 
of office they left an arrear, as it appeared upon revising the books, ot Soil.; 

I think that was the amount of the arrear ; the vice-guardians allowed that 
arrear to accumulate up to 4,000 1. Upon their striking the last rate upon the 
14th of March 1849, there was 3,378 1. of arrear remaining uncollected; and on 
the 29th day of September, before the Board came into office, there were 5,8031. 
of arrears. Tins return which I hold in my hand is the return that was printed 
by the vice-guardians, or through Captain Kennedy ; and the arrear declared 
irrecoverable from the formation of the union, upon this ’’aft'™! a'™™*® ^ 
only 249 1. 15 5 . ; therefore the vice-guai’dians had on the 19th of March 1849, 
found that’ there was only 249 1. 15 s. of irrecoverable arrears ; and on the 1st of 
November, when the. elected Board came into office, they were to he made 
heirs of the arrears declared by Captain Kennedy ot 4,000 1., upon which they 
were to strike a rate, and 2,000 1. of that was stated to be irrecoverable. Now 
it is very easily understood, when you examine the books of the union, ttat, 
upon the March rate of 1849 the ffice-guardians did not bring forward a single 
item of arrear ; they struck off, I believe, that 249 1., but the rate-books were 
entirely deficient, as the arrears were not brought forward to the amount ot 
3,378 1 ., and were brought forward only in the rate collector’s warrants. 

1605 . Do you mean to say then that the books were so indifferently made 
up that there was an actual arrear of above 3,0001. which did not appear lipon 
the face of the books r— It did not appe;ir, and that arrear would have been 
entirely lost to the union and to the guardians in legal proceedings, it it naa 
been discovered by the attornies and by those who were likel}' o give u 
trouble ; we could not have recovered I s. of those arrears. 

1696 . What steps did you take in that position of things ?— It was subse- 
quent to my return that the books having been examined, it v^s iscovere , 
and being called upon as a magistrate to decree for a large number ot arrears, 

1 found that the arrears were not brought forward under what is caiiea tne 4 . 

O.V2. Q 
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rate; therefore if those bo6ks had been brought ^ 

book confining those arrears would have shown that they were perlec y 

letter is there, but the answer I got was, I may say, no answer at all. 

i 6 o 8 Then the Committee are to understand that on the elected Board 
GuaMianscoming into office, they found the books of the union in such a state 
that they could not discover the exact financial position of the union at that 
time?— The guardians could not discover the actual financial position of t 
union at that time. j 

1600, Ciaimm.] Were they not aware that Acre was a debt of about 

13 , 000 /. outstandingi-They were fully aware of that. 

1700. And that those creditors were pressing daily for payment ?-No doubt 

1701 And refusing further supplies for the future relief of the paupers in 
coLequence of the uL-payment of that debt ?-To the vice-guardians. 

1702. And to you also?— Yes. ^ 

1703 Under these circumstances, how could you suppose it possible that the 

union any longer could continue to relieve those people, or to get on from 
Teek to weriithout the immediate striking of a new rate ?-Why, when there 
wL 4 000 /. arrears, stated to be good arrears, at least not stated to be bad 
arrears on the books, and they were told that they had a credit for 600 /., it 
was not unreasonable that the guardians should postpone the striking of a rate 
for one week ; that is all I am referring to. „ , , . 

1704 How long was it from the first meeting of the Board to the second 

meeti°4 at which the rate was actually struck ?— One week, the 10th of 
NovSer There are three or four letters from Captain Kennedy, in which 
very great blame was attached to the Board of Guardians for not striking the 
rate S^the first meeting of the Board, when the Board could not be in a state 
to exactly understand their affairs. _ 

i7o<c Lord Naas.! Are we to understand that when Cap^n Kennedy 
comffiffined of the remissness on the part of the new Board of GuMdiam to 
strike a new rate, the Board of Guardians under the impression, 

stSments made by himseK, or by the vice-guardians, that there were 4,000 /. 

of arrears outstanding?— They were. 

i'o6 And the Committee are further to understand that up to the week 
before the vice-guardians left office, the coUection of those rates was pro- 
gressing in a favourable manner ; you have stated, I think, that on the last 
S of the vice-guardians being in office, the collection of rates amounted 
to 874 1 . ?-Exaotly ; and which fell off on the 3 d of November to 196 1 . 

1707 Canyon state what the weekly expenditure of the union was at that 
time can ; the weekly expenditure for in-maintenance was 89 /. 18 s. H a., 
and the cost of out-door relief was 231 /. 7 s. 

1708. So that the general expense of relief daring the last week that the 
vice-guardians were in office was 321 /. 5 a. lid. ? Exactly. 

1709. And the collection of rates during that same week was 874 /.?— 
Yes. 
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Veneris. 28° die Junii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PBESENT, 

Sir Lucius O’Brien. 
Sit R. Ferguson. 
Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Clements. 

Mr. O’Connell. 

Mr. O’Flaherty. 

POTJLETT SCROPE. Esa„ in the Chaib. 



Mr. Poulelt Serope. 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Fiigjin. 

Sir William Somerville. 



Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, called in ; and further Examined. 

lord Naas^ WILL you state wliat the circumstances of the union 
..eJ when ?he vko guardians cJme into officei-1 have previously stated the cir- C.MMr. 
ciimstances relating to the financial state of the union, which ulterly debarred 
RrLardians froil anv power of affording supplies to the persoiis upon m or out- 
door® relief without getting it upon their personal credit with the bank, or with 
ie c™tLtors and merchants. I stated before, that on the very first day of 
the meeting of the Board a deputation from the Board had to apply to the 
mL“e? of the bank, their treasurer, for assistance; the manager refused the 
asSnce at first. I am stating from what I am aware of, from information 
given me by the chairman of the meeting, who was Sir Burton Macnamara, who 
fs L present in town and can depose, I believe, to the same circumstances as I 
can, Liat on the first meeting the Board, in fact, were left without <»“ “S'® 
shilling • and upon froiug to the treasurer, the treasurer at first refused to give them 
a^ further cre^dit. That was before a rate was tolked of, and while the Board 
were under the impression that they had 4,000 b of arrears, and at l»d 
600/. credit, which they found upon applying to the treasurer was a fallacy. 

After some argument the treasurer consented to supply them with funds for another 
«ek Xrefore it appears to me that it must have been perfectly well known by 
The tedecessors of the Board that the Board were entirely out of workmg order 
though they were called upon by Captain Kennedy to supply funds, and 
for not supplying funds ; and the whole tone of his letters goes to state that the 
guardians were to blame for not supplying funds and not obtaining credit wit 
the contractors ; but it appears to me to have been a pre-arranged mattei alto- 
gether and that he was perfectly aware tliat the Board could not 8®' o" > “d I 
may state openly now, for it is notorious, that when the Board fast met it was 
currentlv circulated among the guardians that they should not wolk. 

1711. ^ Sir L. O’Brien.] That it was intended to bring back the.vjce-guardiansr 

Yes; that is Sir Burton Macnamara’s idea at present; to surround them with 

difficulties, so that they could not work. . r, 1 • . 

1712. Chairman!\ You say it was intended to place the elected Board in such 
difficulties that it would be necessary to bring back the vice-guardians . Yes 

1712 To whom was that intention attributed by the Board ?—l should say 
that the inspector of the union, knowing the state in which the finances of the 

union were^and knowing the difficulties the Board of Gu^dians were in, ought to 
have taken measures, so that the in-coming Board should have ®““® ' 

meet the wants of their in and out-door poor, and not be left without one single 

'‘"Iti!; Do you mean that he should have found the money out of his own 

pocket or fa what way should he have made a provision ?— The vice-guardians 
had the power of striking a rate, or they had power of col ect.ng rates ; withi 
the last Lnlh there had been so very large a sum drawn out “ 

very large a sura of the amount of rates due in the union collected, tliat there was 
nothing further to be got. 



{The Witness delivered in thefollorving Paper :] 



0.52. 
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MII^UTES of evidence taken EEFOllE THE 



HEITRN of Rates Lodged, and Cost of PaupebSi 



from 25 Mareh 1848 to 25 March 1850. 



Kilrush Union. 
Half-jear ending 



25 March 1843 • 

29 SepUmher 1848 
25 March 1849 - 
29 SeptembBt 1849 - 



£. ■ 

I. 5, 16T 
8,856 

II, 170 



25 March 1850 - 
Deduct Hate inMd 



Available to Union 



Rate 

and Arrears 
liidyctl with 
Trc.isiiitT in 
ctidi 

Halt-year. 


Reinaining 
uiiculleatcd at 
cliike uf 
lldlf-year. 


Cost of 

Iij-di:or Relief. 


Cost of 

Out-clour Relief. 


Tcitnl Cost 
ol' Relief til 
Food 

for In and Out- 


Balances 
against Electoral 
Divisions 
at close 
of Half-year. 


£. s. J- 

7,492 - - 
4,981 9 - 
8, .57.5 - - 
8,188 7 - 


£. ». d. 

7.675 - - 
11,547 4 0 
12,070 6 1 
6,803 3 8 


1 £. s- d. 

1,071 

1 2,000 7 - 

1 2,386 3 - 
2,838 12 - 


[ £• s- d. 

4,317 - - 
1 10.S38 0 - 
10,441 - - 
15,346 1 - 


£. s. d. 
6,988 - - 
12.838 16 - 
12,777 8 - 

18,384 13 - 


£. .. d. 

2,561 7 - 
11,333 10 - 
17,986 17 - 
11,260 17 - 


1 9,624 U - 

1 1.3G4 10 - 


6.202 7 - 


3,642 8 - 








j 8,260 1 - 













VlcGmrfms .ppoinKJ StU M.rcl 1848 i w«..l oM »t office 29tl. Oolobii 1810, 

sup|)lyinff them by means ol a new rate, o y i p . o 

iMi* 

of^ce? The guardians were not informed at the time tnai a,u 

’"'?^ 78 “Lord’lv® 8 l You «re not in the country when the hist Board came 
1710. L J A/ibrm!iir»«ra is in town at present, who 



• e." No ris not B rt S cnam^ ia in town at present, who 

‘wt ct^h'etimeraiidhe will attend the Committee if called on, and tell 

noon which the opinion was formed that there was a deliberate intention of em- 
bLrassioa the elected Beard of Guardians 1 -There was a general rumour m fte 
Lwn ammgst the contractors and amongst the guardians of that 
formed me^tliat it was their strong impression tliat every ‘y- 

with very few exceptions, and that every person connected with the f ' 
then were under the impression that the Board of Guardians would not last a 
fortii’ight. and that therefore it was better for them to go with tlie winning horse, 

“ 17M. Do you know the facts upon which that impression was founckd?-! 
canMt state any facts bearing upon that impression ; I can only state *at .t 
the opinion of Sir Burton Macnamara, and that it was “if’’™’ 
told me, of the majority of the Board of that day ; and the tone of Captain 
Kennedy’s correspondence afterwards, I think, proves it. , • • „ 

T,T In what inannerr-You will see the whole tone is complaining and 
finding fault with the Board for not having furnished supplies; “ 

whole blame upon them of starying the people. There is what ^ 

diet. That was two or three weeks afterwards, when the paupers, it 
iiDOn tornips. He does not explain to the Commissioners exactly that the guar 
dfans had, previously to giving" that turnip diet, which I will presently exp am 
upon their own respOTsibUity raised, I believe, 300!. to meet the liabilities for the 

'"^1^22. LoidNftws.] What week was that’— I believe it was the week ending 
the isi of December. 1723. Are 
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1723. Are we to understand that the guardians made themselves personally 
liable for the expenditure of that week?— They did. „ , , 

1724 Did Captain Kennedy mention tliat in any of his letters? JNotthat 1 
am aware of; I do not see it stated in any of his letter^ 

1721. Mr. a Zeiois.l How does that omission m Captain Kennedy s corre- 
spondence prove that tiie proceedings with respect to the re-establlshment of the 
eLeted Board was not a bond. fide proceeding? I understood you to say that tbeie 
was an impression at tlie time that the re-establishmcnt of the elected Board was 
not a bom' fide proceeding with regard to the Ciommissionersr-Not with regard 
to the Commissioners at all; but it was the impression on the minds of a great 
number of the guardians of the day, and of the chaiman of the day, ™ 
that every attempt would be made to prejudice the Commissioners as to the acts 

°*^i 726. By whom would that attempt be made? — I think tlie attempt is very 

clear in tlie correspondence. ronrotn 

1727. Is it your meaning that there was a belief on the spot that Captain 
Kemiedy, the resident inspector, would seek to prejudice the minds of the Com- 
missioners against the acts of the elected Board ?— It is. 

1728. Have you any further evidence of that intention than the facts which 
you have already stated?— I can only adduce what appears in the whole tone of 
the correspondence, and Captain Kennedy’s introducing into the Board-rtOTn his 
own clerk as a reporter, Mr. Shannon, who was a reporter for the Limenck 
Examiner,” one, I may say, of the most scurrilous papers in Ireland, and in which 
the acts of the guardians were perverted in every possible way, and Captain 
Kennedy praised ; Captain Kennedy’s clerk was the avowed reporter for the 

Limerick Examiner.” j * 

1729. Sir O'Brien.'] That paper praised Captain Kennedy at the expense 
of the Board, you conceive ?— It did, in every possible way. 

1720 Mr. C. Lewis.'] Was Shannon a clerk m the service of the 1 oor-law 
Coimnissioners, paid by the Board ?-The vice-guardians paid him as an mspector 
of stonebreakers ; and at the same time it is stated also in the evidence (Captain 
Kemiedy admits it) that he employed him as his clerk. „„.„n„ 

1731. Was he avowedly a reporter to a local newspaper?— He was avowedly 

a reporter to the Limerick newspaper. ,,11 , 

17 31 Did he attend in the Board-room as Captain Kennedy s clerk 01 as a 
reporter to the newspaper ?- He attended in the Board -room as a reporter for 

*''*733. *Could not the guardians have excluded, if they had thonght fit?— Upon 
the first meeting I atteSded of the Board of Guardians, I found con^d^f 
excitement in the Board-room from a most prejudiced and unfair report of their 
previous proceedings, and the guardians appealed to me to turn him out of the 
room. Mr. Shann6n apologised to them, and stated that we should not have 
auy reason to complain again; and one of the guardians got up and said, if he 
would promise to give a fair report for the future of what took place, that we had 
no objection to our proceedings being as open as possible. On a subsequent day 
of meeting there were other most false and defamatory reports which appeared 
in the Limerick Examiner, which were charged and lard to Shannon 5 account, 
and on that day I moved myself that Shannon should be excluded from the room, 

and Slmnnun was turned out. • ir j 

1 734. Did the guardians make any complaint to Captain Kennedy at the lime ? 
—They did ; the guardians appealed to Captain Kennedy, and it was stated that 
he was'^ his clerk at the time, acting for him. Captain Kennedy at the 
avowed any connexion with Shannon. as a reporter ; but I can draw ^ 

nexion between Captain Kennedy and Mr. Sliannon, as in the Limenck Examiner 
the guardians were invariably abused, and Captain Kennedy praised, and Mr. 
Shannon was tiie avowed reporter of the Examiner. . . ^ 

1735. Sir L. O'Brien.] Was he paid by Captain Kennedy?—! do not 

^*"1736. Chairman.] You have stated your belief that Mr. Shannon was Captain 
Kennedy’s clerk ; what authority have you for that?— His own evidence* 

1737. Whose evidence ? — Captain Kennedy a. rt 

1738. Perhaps you will refer to that evidence, and read it to the Committee . 
—At Question ^No. 1003, Lord Naas asked Captairi Kennedy, Did on 
any occasion employ a person to go through the imion to vetifv the„e report^s 

0.52. Q 3 
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C0.»e. received from the relieving offieersi-l did. What that person’s name? 

C. _Shan»m’’^ Kennedy having empioy^ M. Sl.nnon^at 

4 June 1850. some period to verify the “P“” ‘ ( tlier. at Question 1026, you will 

his clerk, does.tr- If you Werrthere nrt many occasions on which 

see whether that is so or not: “ Were there not ^ consisting of facts 

tSX™Tnor‘gMy1oi™V™^ 

personally myself, having other duties to discharge. understand by that 

^ 1740. That relates solely to eviction cases ; you do^ not unaersi y 

that he was he 

®tro 7 c™rtaC:;irLnnedysen.ployme^^ 

““T74.. Does that relate to the same period as to whieh yon are now speaking 1 
“f^lfSTc^Jisl'Did the guardians at the time represent to Captain 

nothing to say to any communications made by Mr. Shannon to 

’’T-aa Did he appear to believe that Shannon was connected with this news- 
tas op^ly avowed. He attended in the Board-room as the reporter 

*V,‘as Th?fact being admitted that he was connected with the newspaper, did 
not employed by him. ■ , , ,1,,, eiutement''— To niv knowledge, 

depositions. Captain Kennedy 

*48. Had not Captain Kennedy a regular clerk r-_-Not that I “““ j 

There was a young man employed about the sauie time by him, of the "““e 
Macmalmn. but which of the tL was his clerk I cannot say. They were both 

working for him. I never knew that he had a regular clerk. 

1740. Mr. Clements.] Both working where ?— At his own house. 

1 750. Wen he had a regular clerk, of the name of Macmahon, at the same time . 

-No he had no clerk that I know of. . 

I7ri Mr' C Lewis.] Did you not state tliat one of the reasons why an im- 
pressfoD prevailed that"^ Captata Kennedy was hostile to the elected D"ard of 
Guardian! and that he wished to prejudice tl.e minds of the Commissioneis 
•nrainst the guardians was, that his clerk, or a person in his employment, attended 
at the Board of Guardians, and that that person was also a reporter to a news- 

impression grew up, .oertained the fact 
that this person was Captain Kennedy’s clerk, or in Captain Kennedy’s employ- 
nient ?— ’There is no doubt of the fact that the man was m Captain Kennedy 

emp%mern.t Kennedy afterwards denied that. 
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this man was in his employment ?— If my recollection serves me rightly, he did 
sav on the Board day that he had nothing further to say to Shannon. 

1-S4 Then does not the whole foundation for the suspicion, based upon that 
assumed fact, altogether fail F— No; because I found him subsequently employed 

by Captain Kennedy. , . r n 

ivts. Yes, subsequently; but the question is as to the existence of a well- 
founded suspicion at that time, is it not?— Up to that time we found Shannon ni 
the Board-room, and we found Shannon constantly in communication with 

Captain Kennedy. , , . , -n j .... 

1756. Exactly; but have you not stated that he attended m the Board-room 
as reporter to a newspaper ?— He did. 

1757. Was his presence in the Board-room a circumstance from which you 
could infer any connexion between him and Captain Kennedy? Ihere was the 
previous connexion through the whole period of office of the vice-guardians. 

* 1758. To what previous connexion do you -refer?— The eviction reports are 
nearly all, by Captain Kennedy’s own evidence, stated to be revised by linn ; and 
it is also stated in his own evidence, in the answer just read, that he employed 
him as a good clerk in iranscribing this evidence ; we had no reason to believe 
that Captain Kennedy had dismissed Shannon, or in any way not availed liimselt 

of his services. , , t> j #• 

1759. Those eviction reports were prior to the time when the new Board ot 
Guardians came into power 1 — Tlie printed eviction report was prior. ^ 

1760. The eviction report on which Shannon was employed was prior 10 that 

date ? — It was. , 

1761. Was your belief then founded upon the known fact of the previous con- 
nexion with Captain Kennedy F— The previous connexion and Captain Kennedy s 
own statement that he employed him as his clerk ; and I find that subsequently 
he was employed by him in preparing the depositions winch were taken in answer 
to the charges which I brought against him. 

1762. What M’as the date of that employment ?— That was m January. 

1763. Was that subsequent to the time when the new Board of Guardians came 

into officer — Subsequent to that time. r i \:^c 

1764. Therefore that employmem could not have been ihe cause of any belief 
which existed at the time when the new Board came into office F—Wliy, n was 
understood by the Board, and I believe by every member of the Board with veiy 
few exceptions, that Shaooon was constantly m Captain Kennedy s employineiit. 

Chairman.] Was not Shannon at the same time ni the employment ol the 
Board itself, as a measurer of stones, as being a good clerk ■— . 

1766. Lord IViMS.] By the Board of Vice-guardians I— Yes ; and it appeared 
afterwards that there was a large quantity of stones left in different places upon 
the sides of the roads, and no other person was aware of the paiticu.ais “f ““ 
stones. Shannon had the measurement of all those stones in Ins own book, and 
the elected Board were obliged in a great measure to employ Shannon for the 
purpose of procuring sale if possible for those atones. Shannon having the mea- 
Lreiuent of all the different heaps in the different parts of the umoii, ' «y 
nued him on at a very small salary indeed ; I forget the sum precisely, bu 
at a verv small remuneration. .... .. 

. 1767' Chairman.] But tbev had so much confidence ui him that they employed 
him to sell the stones l-I do not think they had the slightest confidence m 

*"™768. But still they employed him to sell the stones and to keep an account 
of the sale F— They were obliged in a great degree to do so, because bliannon hau 

an account of all those stones. i • t c 

I76q. Was there any charge ever made against him of fraud m the pertormavice 
of that duty?— We had no opportunity; but 1 can state this, that at the last 
quarter sessions we processed a number of persons for I.O.U s which were given 
for those stones. Shannon being the witness for tliose I.O.U s, and by some manag - 
ment or other we were dismissed upon every case. 

1770. By what court?— By the court of quarter sessions. 

1771. LordlVitox.] What profession was Shannon iii before he came into 
Kilrush? — He was originally a schoolmaster. 

1772 ^Vhere ^ In Kerry. • . j 

1773! When did you first become acquainted with him ?— I became acquamted 
with him a good many years ago, as always a very troublesome man m 
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Cotael instigating Ae people to anything that was bad. At the time of the seaweed riots 
C. Yandeknr. his letters were coastantly appearing, instigating persons lo outrage. Attervvards 

he got employment under the Board of Works as a check clerk at Moyarta ; I got 

s8 June 1850. him dismissed from that. 

1 774. Why ? — It is a story I should not wish to tell. 

1775 Do vou consider his character generally to be good t No. 

1776. Have vou upon any occasion ever had any communication with Laptam 
Kennedy upon the subject?— I have ; I have spoken to Captain Kennedy myselt.^ 
When? That was before 1 went abroad, and I then told him bhannon s 

Chairman.'] Was not Shannon elected by the Board after they came into 
office die last time, as an officer of the Board r-I have explained the reason of 
that ; it was merely to give die measurement of the stones winch he had in his own 

possessiomo^^ Then no one else could possibly perform that duty?— No 

one else could do it ; they appointed Shannon and a Mr. Breen to do that duty ; 
that was at the two ends of the union ; they were to divide the union ; Shannon 
having, as I stated before, the measurements of all those stones in his book, he 
could do it for a less sum than any other person ; and it involved also no respon- 
sibility, because he had not the sale, he had merely the measurement of them. 

1780. Chairman.'] Mr. Siiannon has a general engagement as a reporter tor 
a Limerick newspaper of opposite politics, I presume, to your own .—it has 
nothing to say to politics; I do not care what the politics are, provided tair 
statements are made ; I have nothing to say to politics on the Board. 

1781 You think that paper has been very unfair in its statements as to your 
management of the Enlrusii Union?— It has; it has been made the means of 
abusing us most scurtilously. . , j , s.i 

1782. Sir L. O’Brwu] Were not all the ofhcevs that had been employed by the 
vice-guardians anxious to get back again?— I believe that in general tlie officers 
regretted the new Board coming into office. The officers’ salaries were in a great 
many instances raised, and the rations were all increased in the workhouse. 

1783. Raised by whom ? — Raised by the vice-guardians. 

1784. Did the elected guardians diminish those salaries ?— The elected guar- 
dians diminished some of the salaries, that is, the relieving officers’ salaries. I do 
not think they touched any of the workhouse officers’ salaries : but they reduced 
the rations again to the former allowance given under the old Board. 

1785. Did the Board of elected guardians introduce more economy into the 
management ?— The elected guardians, ia my opinion, introduced mure economy 
as far as possible. 

1786. Did this make them unpopular with the collectors and officers 1 con- 
ceive so. ,, I c 

1787. Lord Naas.] Were there not complaints made that the Board ot 
Guardians had dismissed some of the officers of the house, or reduced tl»e. 
establishment? — No, the Board of Guardians did not reduce any of the estab- 
lishment. 

1788. Were there not some complaints made to the Commissioners with regard 
to the schoolmaster and schoolmistress? — ^There was some complaint made to the 
Commissioners as to the schoolmistress; the schoolmistress was the same school- 
mistress which the vice-guardians had during their period of office, and the com- 
plaint made was that the Board had refused to appoint an assistant. The Board 
did advertise, I believe, on two or three occasions, fur an assistant, and an 
assistant was ultimately appointed ; but there was a great difficulty in procuring 
a qualified assistant, or a person that we considered eligible for the situation. 
We also, at the suggestion of Captain Kennedy and Mr. Lynch, and of the Com- 
missioners, advertised for another scboohnistress, and there was very great delay 
before any proper person was found. We then applied to the Board of Education, 
through the Commissioners, for a schoolmistress, and they sent us a person who 
only stayed with us one day. 

1789. Do you conceive that the Board of Guardians took every means in their 
power to provide a proper person to fill that situation ? — So far as I have seen since 
1 have attended, in my opinion the Board of Guardians were in general most 
anxious to do their duty, and to provide for everything they reasonably could ; 
but they were placed in a situation of very great difficulty ; they were actuated by 
a wish to lay out every shilling tljey could in provisions for the poor, and to lay 
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out as little as possible in other expenses, or in any other way that would create ^ 
an additional outlay to tlie union. i . « , . 

1700. Chairman.] Do you include amougst those purposes for which they were 
unwilling to incur expense the employing an assistant schoolmistress at the tune 
when there were 468 children under the care and management of one school- 
mistress, who was herself laid up with fever?— No, I do not; to the best of my 
recollection the Board advertised for a schoolmistress, but we found it exceedingly 
difficult to get a person who would suit, and the sister of the preset schoolmistress 
was placed in charge during the time she was sick with fever. Since that period 
there has been an assistant appointed ; a schoolmistress was advertised for upon 
two occasions, and we failed in getting one even from the National Board. 

1791. LordiVha^.] Have you any statement to offer to the Committee with 
regard to the reasons for the supplies being stopped, and out-door relief being m 
a great measure discontinued during the first few weeks after the guardians came 
into officer— I have stated previously that the guardians were in want ot funds 
at that time, and from the difficulty of collecting the rates, from the causes 1 
have previously explained, were not able to get funds, and it was by their per- 
sonal credit that they got the amount I have mentioned. As to the general stop- 
page of supplies for the number of weeks which is stated, I cannot give a better 
answer than by referring to the copy of Captain Kennedy’s letter to the Commis- 
sioners, dated the 15th January 1850, printed in Answer 271, which he did not 
recollect the first dav the Committee sat, but subsequently it was printed in the 
evidence, and I believe that is perfectly correct. Upon ray returning on the 5lh 
December I found all the guardians in a very great state of excitement from leel- 
ing the very responsible situation they were in. The rate books were in prepara- 
tion, but no funds could be procured except very trifling. On the 8th December, 
which was the next Board-day that 1 attended, I believe I requested the manager 
of the bank to honour our cheque for the in-door supplies, which was to the amount 
of 50/. or6o?., which he did, and after that date there was no difficulty witU 
regard to the in-docr supplies. Captain Kennedy stated in his letter to the Com- 
missioners, or at least he stated in his evidence, that the turnip diet only lasted 
for five days. The turnip diet was this : the paupers, inmates of all the ditterent 
M orkhouses, had their full allowance of stirabout, made of meal, for breakfast ; 
they had for dinner, T believe, double the allowance of very excellent turnip soup, See A. 397. 
which was made with four ounces, T believe, of oatmeal to every individual, 
thickened with a very large quantity of turnips ; as good a mess, I think, and even 
Captain Kennedy allows it himself, as any poor man would like to ait down to. 

We unfortunately had not the bread-stuffs, and the guardians could not provide 
them Mith bread during those few days; but after my return home, from the btli 
December, and subsequently to the 8tb December, I believe the paupers were 
never without their daily bread. r 

1792. Mr. Clements.] What was the allowance to the able-bodied paupers lur 
breakfast ? — Eight ounces of meal. 

1793. Any milk? — Yes. 

3794. Made into stirabout ? — Yes. . 1 ir 

1795. How much milk?— I think the regular allowance of milk was halt a 



pint. 

1706. Sweet milk? — Yes, sweet milk. j * 11 

1797. Was any supper given?— No ; the two meals are what is allowed to all 
able-bodied paupers in the Irish workhouses, except infants. 

1798. Did the dinner consist of anyihing besides this mess of turnip soup 

No, for the five clays we had no bread. 

3 7QQ. Chairman.] Was not there a deficiency of milk at the same time . 

1 think the deficiency of milk occurred after that period ; I think it was subse- 
quent to that period that the deficiency of milk occurred. 4 * .u * vnin 

1 800. Lord Naas.] Have you anything further to state wiffi regard to the tuimp 
diet?— In Captain Kennedy’s report to the Commissioners of the 20tli JJecemoer, 
he brings in the case of John Gorman ; that letter encloses a note from ^aitara, 
calling his attention to the family of John Gorman; it does not 
tliat Sote, but it states in the report, “The vacancies 

increased, but 1 believe this to have resulted m a great measure from the turnip 
diet ; many left in consequence of it, and others were deterred by the same cause 
from coming in.” That was evidently, it would appear to me, ijut m for the pui- 
pose of trying to account to the Poor-law Commissioners for the 
0.52. R 
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Colonel occurred in the Kilrush Workhouse, as arising from anything bat what I should 

C. M. VandeleuT. believe to be the true cause. * ...f 

1801. CAoirmm.] Do you mean by that to deny that the poor out of the house 
werfdisinclined to come in, in consequence of hearing that the meal was nearly 
exhausted, and that turnips were given in place of it t- It was known that the turnip 
diet Quly lasted hve days ; by Captain Kennedy’s evidence, that occuned the fiist 
week in^December. This John Gorman, of whose case a good deai has been made 
here in the letter forwarded to the Commissioners, to prove that the vacancies iii 
the workhouse occurred from the turnip diet, left the workhouse upon the 14th of 
kceinber s therefore it is very hard to suppose that John Gorman and fpily went 
out of the workhouse on the 14th of December 111 consequence of the mfeuor diet, 
fte full dietary of which I believe to be as good, if not superior, to any workhouse 
in the west of Ireland; to say that he had taken his wife and family out of the 
workhouse in consequence of the dietary, appears to me to be absurd, assigning 

*'’^i* 8 ?v*sirz!'^ 0 ’Brieii.] Could Captain Kennedy have been aware of all those 
circumstances ?— Captain Kennedy was fully aware of the slate of the house and 
the dietary of the house, and aware of the case of John Gorman, for he went 

^^Tso3^ ^Chairman.] Do you know whether John Gorman did or did not leave 
the house under dysentery?— I can only know that from the report of Captain 

1804^' If it is stated, as it is, in the enclosure in Captain Kennedy s report, that 
John Gorman declared “ that it was the turnip food that gave him and his family 
premature death,” having left the workhouse under dysentery which he called 
the “ black flux,” yon do not know anything to the contrary of that.' — 1 am not 
aware whether he left the workhouse with dysentery or not, or whether he came 
into the workhouse with dysentery or not; I am not aware how many days he 
was in the workhouse; but I know that many come into the workhouse with 
dvsentery, and I have seen persons taken out of their beds in the workhouse, 
dying, and yet actually taken out of bed against my advice ; I have done all i 
could’to prevent it, but they have taken them out of bed. 

1805. Supposing the statement to be correct, as Gorman represented it, that 
the turnip diet had given him tlie dysentery, is there anything extraoidinary in 
supposing that it produced the effect upon the minds of the people outside, to 
whom he related it; that it indisposed them to enter the workhouse r~l may 

believe as much as I please of that. _ -.tit r 

] 806 Was there any inquest held upon this man? — Not that 1 am aware of. 
1807! Mr. C. Xflww.] Who was it that died?— It is not stated that any one 
died. What I complain of is, that these statements were constantly sent forward 
to the Commissioners for the purpose of prejudicing them against the Board of 
Guardians ; that those statements were most industriously collected throughout tlie 
country, and forwarded for a special purpose. 

1808. Chairman.] What was that special purpose?— The special purpose ot 
prejudicing the Commissioners against the guardians; but I happened to be in 
private communication with the Commissioners also, and their views met mine, I 
believe, at the time. 

1809. Are YOU authorized to slate the views of the Commissioners before this 
Committee ?— I do not say that I am. 

1810. You have already stated that the Commissioners found great fault with 
the administration of the vice-guardians, both in the Kilrush Union and throughout 
the country? — I will state in this instance, that when this case was mentioned by 
me on calling at the office in Dublin, the answer that was given was. How could 
the Commissioners interfere, or what had they to say to a man who left the work- 
house of his own accord ? 

18] 1. Sir I/. O'Brien^ Did he go to the medical ofEcer before he left the 
workhouse? — No; it is stated that he did not go to the medical officer before he 
left the workhouse. 

1812. Did he tell any one there that he was suffering ) — No ; it is stated that 

be did not. j tt 

1813. Then he went away, as any other pauper would, of his own accord r — He 
went away without complaining to the guardians or the medical officer, and then 
there was a note sent after he got out, stating that he had got the black flux ; and 
Captain Kennedy takes the medical officer of the union to see liim, and then he 

^ makes 
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makes this report ; there is no doubt there was great distress m the union ; there 

is no doubt that the most serious and lamentable distress existed. 

1814. Chairman.-] Was not it the duty of Captain Kennedy, as inspeoto^ to 
inquiie into the extent of that destitution ?— It was his duty to inquue if the man 
ba^d been relieved, and whether the relieving officer or the guardians were to blame, 
if he found that neither the relieving officer nor the guardians were to b ame 1 
the transaction, I do not see why Captain Kennedy should send forward tins kind 
of report for the purpose of being printed, to show up in fact the Kiliush Boaid 
of Guardians. Persons not knowing tlie circumstances, or not being able to 
cxpffiin the circumstances, would read those things, and, passing over the manner 
in which it has been shown that this mao left the workhouse, of couise their minds 
vvnnlfi he preatlv urHudiced against tbe unfortunate Board. 

1815 When you Ly that Captain Kennedy, fonvarded these statements for the 

purpose of being printed, is it the fact that they ever had been printed until tins 
Committee prinfed them the other day ?-I do not know ; letters and ccminuni a- 
tioiis are constantly printed and laid before the House of Commons, die 

Board of Guardians having any opportunity of knowing what is s ated again^ them. 

1816 Mr C Lewis.] I wish to call your attention to a statement ot Captarn 

Kennedy’s, in answer to Question 556. in which he explains _ the causes of the 
reluctanL of the poor to enter the workhouse ; he is asked. Do you insider 
one of the principal causes to be that the people m that district, on account of the 
number of hogs there, have been accustomed to a very large supply of fuel?-! 
think it is one of the principal causes ; tliey complain more of the " 

fuel of the want of sufficient warmth in the workhouse, than of any other part ot 
the discipline of the workhouse.” Then he is asked “ Is not the wmkhoiise kept 
warm ?-I think not sufficiently so for the habits of the people. Have you any 
remarks to make upon that statement?— I may say it is the custom of 
particularly that class of the people who come into the workhouse, to sit close up 
to their fires ; the custom of the country is, m ffict, to sit m very laige clumn es. 
When a large number are brought into the workhouse, it is utterly impossible that 
every man can sit close to the fire, and that they generally do think is a consi- 
derable piivation ; but the rooms are generally sufficiently warm for those that are 

fs'i?' Do you consider that the workhouse, during the winter season. has been 
ade,nuately warmed for health and comfort?— It vvas warmed. I believe, precisely 
in the same manner as it was during the time of the vice-giiardians. 

j8iS But without going into comparisons, do you think that absolutely theie 
was sufficient warmth afforded to the inmates of the workhouse ?-I have no reason 
to conceive that any of them suffered materially from want of warmth 

181C). LordJVaas.] Was there a minute of the Board of Guardmiis made 
with I'cvard to the supply of fuel since their accession to office?— There was 
rather all extraordinary statement put forward here, without e’tpHmmg it it was 
put forward, I think, in answer to a question from the Honourable Membei. Mi. 
Monsell, that there was a minute made. , , - .or., 

i8iO. I will read Question 577: “Did they make that by minute?— By 
minute; I think there is a minute upon the book on the subject. Can you pomt 
out that minute, or give us the effect of it?— I cannot find the minute at this 
moment ; but it was to the effect that fires were not to be allowed from such and 
such a period, unless directed by the medical officer ?— Exactly ; that is pre- 
cisely the minute ; that minute was made, to the best of my recollection, but 
I have no data to go by, about the i st of May or the latter end of Apnl ; orders 
were given that fires should be discontinued, except by order of the medical officer. 
Mr. Lynch stated that it ought to be as a minute; I understood it before as 
a standing order of the house that all fires were discontinued after a certain tune 

'I'sart ^Was this minute and order for the usual reduction of the supply of 
fuel for the summer months? — It was. . . , . 

1822. Chairman.] Canyon state whether there was any deficiency ot tuelin 
the course of that winter in the workhouse, as compared with the i 

—I have no opportunity of knowing the comparison but I know 
no deficiency except upon a few days ; there might have L 

ciency, for the supply was generally purchased m the market at that tune , but n 
general there w as deficiency whatever in the fuel ; there was generally a large 
supply of fuel in the house. Sir 

0.52. R ^ 
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Sir T O’Brknl Fuel was generally very cheap ?— Fuel was generally 
1823. Siri. been a few days that the contractors might not 

very cheap; there the wo^house ; I believe there was one 

a.roLsion. I should state, that would he worth 

^™824 I ™ ^'*”'“‘^'■ 1 '. 

where he state that «« house has he™ whhout^^^^^^ mo«^ nan one « 

wPflHipv bv the offirer of tlie house, without any reference to the Boaicl. 

.veatoer the othcei 01 decrease them, ;as he pleased 

assistant commissioner of the district. r c , , ■ „ 

,820 Chi,i:;m„l Do you know of any similar deficiency of fuel having 
oeimred at thr”ime that the administration was in the hands of the vice-guard, ans 
oCLUireclat meume i a known that such a thing would have been 

?:"£Srr;r*^^ 

watrLd and I laid myself out to prevent anythin^ of that sort, 
the Committee that 1 did urge every species of economy as a needful P“nciple 111 
the veueral conduct of the workhouse ; and regarding the consumption of fuel, I 
remember on two occasions there was a chimney set hre to in the workhouse, and 
iSnpTo see what was the cause, and in the apothecary’s room and the 
• * ^ j. ’ rtrtTrt T fnnnd tbp turf wcs heaped up to the chunnies. The 

“ e“e was "ugM up the chiLeyf and they had positively 
It ™e Simney on fire. I certainly did at that time issue a very strong repri- 
mand, and I stated that I would not allow the assistant master or the apothecary 

"^"^831. Mr. O’ Flaherty.] That was in the portion of the house in which the 

j”^re you not aware that the great complaint in the house at times is the 
want of firing ?-The people generally complained of want of warmth, and for 
this reason, they cannot get all round the fire ; It is impossible, from the larg^e 
number collected in the day-room, and the strongest will always push the weakest 
from the fire. , . , . f 

Chairman.'] But are the rooms sufficiently warmed beyond the range ot 
those who sit near the fire, or have they a very cold temperature r ^If it was 
possible, 1 should prefer warming them with hot air or hot water, so as to prevent 

the use of fire altogether. , , .v . frx 

1 834 Mr Fagan.] You stated that the Board was watched j does that refer to 
a time previous to the appointment of the vice-guardians ?— Since. 

Lord Naas.] It appears, by some of the returns recently presented, that 
the per-centage of mortality in the workhouse of the Kilrush Union, m the month 
of March tS^g, was 4*9; that is nearly five. In the same month ot 1850 it 
was 8‘7 ■ that is a very great increase in the mortality as between those two 
periods. ’ I believe the first period was when the union was under the care ot vice- 
guardians, and the latter period was when the union was under the care oi 
the elected guardians. Have you any remarks to offer to the Committee ““ ““ 
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subiect or ran von nive any reason why you think such an increased mortality 
eSed>-Yes, I can ; a use was made of that very fact, m the commencement 
S Cantain Kennedy’s evidence, to show that the mortality had considerably in- 
c eased since the appointment of the elected Board. I can. I think, satisfactori y 
explain to the Committee the reason of that increased moitality. Dm mg tile 
nefiod of office of the vice-guardians, they appointed medical officeis to oadr »f 
the separate divisions of the union, under the provisions of the Board of Health. 

The first four were appointed at lool. a year; the two suhseqoent ones were 
S rol- a yea?. Those medical officers were g.en the dtai-ge o ce - 
tain districts and after I left the union m the spring of ib49. ‘ believe tne 
vice-guardians commenced that wliich is I believe, “"'‘"“"'b f 

in Ireland ■ they gave the privilege to all the medical officeis of ^ivin^ 
rice milk ’oatmeal, or any other provisions to the sick poor m their own .lOuses , 
irta^rti’eatin^ ffil the sick poor in their own houses. The consequence was of 
course ’that no' sick pauper of any description would come into the house. The 
?d?rvffi^ffi“rras?ooi? as a sii case ^vas reported to them gave a medica 
ticket, and any man having a house to go to, or being m his own ^ 

of course approach tl.e workhouse under those circmnstances ; 
milk, rice, «tmeal, and medicine in his own house ; they ‘‘‘"bfore died m to 
own houses, and were not reported in the books df the guardians « “ur^e 

decreased the mortality in the workhouse. Upon my taking office again I found 
that this led to a most enormous system of abuse, and there was no a medical ofcc 
in any district in the union that did not admit that abuses had crept in n to People 
noon medical relief never got well. The result was, that one of the first ordeis that 
I?ot the guardians to make was, to suspend all this rice and [, j 

order the sick poor to be sent into tlie union fever hospitals and workhouse , m s 
was protested against by Captain Kennedy, and it was P^^f^d against by Mi. 
Lvneh but I saw myself that it led us into an enormous evil , that the abuses 
beymnd an? pl.son’s control as long as that system lasted ; I said I would 
rather provide hospital accommodation for the whole 

system as that to prevail. From inquiries I made, I did not find that that system 

eSL^hi any Oder union in Ireland; the result was that the mortality of the 

uniorw?? pSerfy concealed. I can state, for the information of the Comm ttee, 
that the mortality of the union in May 1S49. and ^ 

ino-lv vveat ■ that tlie mortality in the parish of Kilmuiry was at that time 
fri|lufhl ; the vice-guardians at that time took small hospitals ; to ® 

the narish of Kilmurry, and at other places, for the purposes of choleia. 
hospTto though the? ’were taken and used for cholera were not aterward,s use 
it atmeared to me, for fevers ; the hospitals were dismantled, but the houses 
renmined and when I came in 0 and first attended the Board. I asked the clerk 
Xtnlb^onm^Lhad we taken in the 

random whatever of them ; there was no account kept ot any of the rents we ei 
rp“?hose Luses. ’and it is only gradually that I have o-d ottto^ 
houses in fact the guardians were in occupation of tlien. llieie vvas one KU 
muriy ; w-“^^ last month or six weeks, I found that we ^ f 
vear for if it was only used, I believe, two months during the last sumtnei. 
There was one at Kilkee^, which was used as a cholera hospital ; that came to my 

knowledge only from the fact of ‘he proprietor of it coming and staM^ 
was now turned to such bad purposes that the women of ‘ho village m ^ 
of bad character had taken possession of tt, and had 'vi'ecked the 1.^ 
now we have not only to pay the rent of the house, 16 f. a year, but ive have to 
?:;damie:ffisr i‘o7aLgie rent ot a house of ‘ha‘ descripP^^^^^^^^^^ 
inLed upon the minutes of the vice-gttard.ans, nor ‘mown 

them; it is only upon the relieving officers =‘atoment that ttey got ^ 
it is upon the relieving officers’ authority only now, that we have to pay lot those 

Then was the fact this, tliat at the first period ®cb‘ib“cd, namely, March 
1849; the greater part of the medical treatment m the 
the workhouse, and that therefore a statement of the inortali y 
that treatment did not appear upon the returns .—That th y 

' And ffiat in the second period the whole ot niedicaHreata^^^^^ otffio 

.union, or at least the greater part of it, took place vuthi 

house? — ^That is the true statement, 1 believe, of the case- 1838. Mr. 

0 . 5 ' 2 . ^3 
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r loncl iSlS Mr. O' Flaherty :\ Have you sufficient hospital accommodation for the 

C.it'rtl.ar. .hole Lbnr-As far af Ly own Inowledge / ''-VlZsr'Vern’efo? 

refused 1 see fever cases every dav at the gate of the workhouse , here aie few 
days that we have not medical cases brought to us, and there has not been a single 
medical case, that I am aware of, refused by the guardians. 

iS w Ur.Faaat:.] When you speak of medical cases, do you mean fever 
cases l-Fcver cases,' or cases requiring internal medical treatment or medical 

'*'^184.0 Chah-maii.] But do you mean to say that in the case of an out-door 
inflnn pauper in a grievous state of sickness, and so infirm as to be ° 

removri, there is no machinery in the union by which be can obtain 
rn”nt by the medical officer, or a sick diet ?-There is not at present ; the ciders 
of the Lieving officers are, in that union, and 1 believe in all the unions \ am 
acquainted with, to remove those paupers to the hospitals. . „ 

1841 And that has been the case since the elected Board of Guardians lesumea 
their duties?— That has been the case since the elected Board of Guardians came 

’“‘?8°4*™Mr. Fauffli.] But during the period the vice-guarte had the admini- 
stiution of the union, you have stated that there was 

modation for all the fever patients 111 the union r-In May 1849, 1 conceived 
from the spread of fever and of cholera, that hospita accommodation was 
reouired ■ it was necessary to provide certain hospitals in the disb'iot. If those 
ho%itL’ had been given up, and if the system had only lasted a short period 
and’^had been stopped after the necessity for that treatment had decreased, I shou d 
not compWn; but it was not; everything was left exactly rn the same state until 
the Board of Guardians came in, and we have had to undergo the odium of stopping 

“'V^J^VuV you were understood to say that those cases were treated in the 

houses of ihe sick, persons ?—"Tliey weie. , i. , ■» n u *♦ i 

1844. And not in the district hospitals ?— They first established small 
for the cholera, and then they afterwards, or at the same t""®’ 
medical officers to give medical treatment and diet in the houses of the patients. 

i8uy "VVas that because there was not sufficient accommodation for those cases 
inthe*hospitals?-Of that I am not aware. All I can say is this, that on the 
6th October 1849, by a return handed in from Captmn L 

not got myself, 1 see there were only 57 m H>e fever hospital of Iviliush, which 

contains accommodation for 150. v 1 „ u cl/.!, 

1546. Chairman.-] But the fact is that there is no medical attendance or sick 

diet ffven to out-door paupers, whatever their state may be ’—There is no medical 
diet given to sick paupers out of doors. - r , v 

1547. Is there any medical attendance to sick paupers out of doors?— 

1848. Does that inclade medicine given to them ? — Including medicine. 

1S49. Then it is the sick diet only that is stopped ?— It is the sick diet only that 

Mr. Clements.] In a case of sudden and urgent necessity, what would 
be the practice; — To remove the person immediately to the workhouse hospital. 

1851. Sir L. O’Brien.-] Does not the case frequently happen that a relievmg 
officer, finding a person in this state, gives him, as a temporary thing, diet ?— He 
gives him out-of-door diet; that is, the Indian meal or rye meal, or whatever may 
be given by the union ; but the relieving officer has no power to give any other 

I'syg. Chairman] Is it not well known that Indian meal is not fit for dysentep' 
cases i and in such a case as that is there any power in the medical officer or the 
relieving officer to give any other diet than that?— There is not at present, nor is 
there in any other union in Ireland that I am acquainted with. 

1S53. Would not the continuance of that diet alone probably cause the death 
of a dysentery patient? — That is a medical question upon which I cannot give an 

°*'lS54. Must there not be many cases in which the removal of a patient to the 
hospital' would occasion his death ?— Not if he is taken in time. 

1855. What is the extreme distance of the residence of some of the paupers 
from the workhouse ?— The extreme distance might have been 14 or 15 miles, 
some of them ; it depends upon whether they crossed the ferry or not. 

i8>;6. Mr. 
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1 8«C Mr. O’ Flaherty.'] Are there any dispensaries in the Kilrush Union sup- 

nnvted bv srand inry presentment ’—There were dispensar.es supported by giantl 

nirv nres^eftmenU but after I left home I found on my return, that dmiiii! the „j j„^.e 1S50. 
few Znths I iva^ away those dispensaries had all been given up; I believe he 
case was that the medical officers found it a much better thing to be under the 
Board of Health than they did under the grand jury ; they were bettei paid. 
iR-7 Were private subscriptions continued in order to enable the people to 
t thatTsSancer-I do 00*; think the, were asked for; I do not think the 



get 



of the Kilrush Union, sup- 

nonefb, g™d^ jury presentment ?-We had a small fever hospital attached to 
the union ^supported by grand jury presentment; that fever hospital it was found 
imnossible to^keep up for^ want of subscriptions ; and also I conceived it won d be 
beSriiept iJ^p under the poor law, and that all those institutions ought to be, if 

’ Zin'fn point of fact, you have no medical relief out of the workhouse 
in t e®Ki ru h Union, for any class of persons ’-None ; I may state this, as 
Showfov he anxiety with some of the official people connected with the Ki hush 
U^muo supply me^dical relief for the poor; the Committee can put any con^ 
tinn thev olSse upon it: I gave up that county fever hospital to the gaaidians, 
Lding that it was impossible to keep up sufficient funds, 

• T thnnoht it was a pity that the building should remain idle, 

Td I'Z b ^ should be given up for the use of the 

unfou I mentioned to Japtain Kennedy that I thought we were greatly in want 

at that time of additional accommodation for convalesceiits. 

,860 When was that?-Previous to my leaving the country m >848. The 
fsvpr linsnital was then given up to the vice-guardians, and possession was taken, 
frremSi^^fo foe PoLssion for some time, when they thought it was a p^ 
nortrappoint a mediLl officer to it. I understood that it was to be used for 
convale^ent patients, without any increased medical staft to the union. T 1 
o-uardians used it for a short time, when they applied to the Board of Health to 
^akP it a temporary fever hospital. It was made a tempormy fever hospital by 
the Board of Health, and they then appointed a medical officer connected wit 
the niifon fthat is our own medical officer), by a minute, to this hospital. He 

was paid 100/. a year by us, and they gave him 5 s. a officer who 

■Relief Act to this hospital attached to the workhouse. The medical offlceiwno 
had been previously in charge wrote to the Board of Health, complammg *a‘ | 

Board of^Health had no right to leave him out, as he was the officei attached 
orfofoally to that institution, Ld if there was to be another pemon appointed im 
had a right to attend his own hospital. This did not suit the views of the paities 
tho werfputov forward the union medical officer ; so they removed the pat.effis 
out oTthe Cun”; hospital, and transferred them all down to the o’y'^l wo k- 
house hospital Jnd used the union hospital for a different purpose. Alter liavm 
transferrer^ patients to the Lrkhouse hospital, they then made the 

wSinse hospital a temporary fever hospital, and appointed the union 

officer to attend to it, giving him, in fact, double the pay for doing the same duty , 

and at that time I see there were only 59 patients in the fever hospit . ^ 

when I came home, I unhesitatingly said that it was a most tremendo ] ; 

upon the circumstances being explained, Mr. Lynch came 

wLle statement of it before Mr. Lynch, and he was so ' 

tbp inb that he found a flaw in the proceedings, and advised the memcal o 

* sent? in his resignation, which he did the next day, haying been >“ ^arp “f h. 

1 believrrom the 27* of October till about the same ttme in Decembei , neaily 

two tlmt^uM be. i-esign his situation as surgeon to the 

vvoll^usfZ-lNf to foftLporJry fever hospital for fich he ^„t an additm» 

1862. Mr. Cfaientx] Where is foe hospital which was maintained u, g 
jury presentments situated ? — Close to the lyorkhouse. quarter 

■’ I863. And where is the workhouse fever hospdal situated l-^t >’0^ 
of a mile away ; it is down in a different part of the town 7“ i,. 

1864. Is the County Eever Hospital nearer to the ™fohous 
house fever hospital ?— Yes. a great deal ; but it is much small . 

0,52. ^ 4 
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Colonel 1865. Was the same officer appointed by the Board of Guardians to the two 

C. M. Vundekur. fever hospitals ? — By the vice-guardians to the two fever hospitals. 

1 866. And to the workhouse r — Yes. 

28 June 1850. 1867. What was the aggregate salaiyhe received for his attendance at the three 

hospitals f — He had been doing the duty for loO /. a year. 

1868. What duty? — Doing the whole duty. The salary we first gave was 80 1 . 
a year ; and I think when the elected Board were put out of office the salary was 
raised to 100 1 . a year ; and for 100 /. a year all the medical duties connected with 
the workhouse were supposed to be performed. 

1 869. That is to say, for the infirmary in the workhouse and the workhouse fever 
hospital ? — Yes. 

1870. And then on getting the County Fever Hospital he got another 100 1 . a 
year? — Yes. 

1 871. How many beds were there in the County Fever Hospital ? — During the 
time 1 was managing the County Fever Hospital we put in about 60 beds. 

1872. yiT. O' Flaherty^ Was this arrangement made by the vice-guardians? — 
By the vice-guardians, about a month before they went out of office. 

1873. I understand you to say that the salary fixed upon by the original Board 
of Guardians for medical officer was 80 1 . a year ? — Yes. 

1 874. And they left it so when they went out of office ? — Yes. 

2 S75. How many patients was the County Fever Hospital capable of accom- 
modating? — About 60. 

1876. Mr. Clements^ How many beds are there in the vi'orkiiouse fever hos- 
pital? — One hundred and fifty. 

1 S77. Lord Voas.] It has been stated in several parts of the evidence that the 
Board of Guardians have been remiss in their duty in not attending to applicants 
for out-door relief, and that on several occasions numbers have gone away wdthout 
being attended to. Have you got any statement to offer to the Committee upon 
that point? — From the numbers which frequently came to the workhouse, when 
there was a pressure for relief, expecting out-door relief, it was on many occasions 
utterly impossible for the guardians to get through the duties assigned to them, 
particularly when the old union existed with its original limits. 

1878. Was the union divided in September? — Before the union was divided, I 
find that the same difficulty occurred exactly with the vice-guardians, because 

• in Captain Kennedy’s report of 7lh of November 1848, he says, “ There must 
inevitably be a still further increase to the relief lists, as the decision on appli- 
cations from several electoral divisions was necessarily postponed for want of time 
to go into them. From one electoral division alone, that of Kilmurry, 1,100 
additional names were added to the list, and the character of their destitution was 
really appalling.” 

1879. Chairman^ What was the hour at which they began business on admis- 
sion days? — It was ordinarily at 12 o’clock; the paupers having to come some 
distance had very seldom collected until that time. *I see it stated in the report 
that it commenced at three o’clock on one day, and I think that must have been 
a day on which I was there myself. I have no recollection that business was ever 
commenced so late as three o’clock in the day ; I have a recollection that on one 
day, by some circumstances, I was delayed, so that it ivas between one and two 
when I went ; and on that very day I had been in the workhouse from 1 1 o’clock, 
attending to some other business. 

1880. Were you in the habit of* calling over the lists of those who came from 
a distant part of the union first in the winter season, so as to enable them to- 
return home after their cases had been considered in good time ? — Latterly I have 
done so ; there was no general rule adopted in the first instance as to the first 
books that should be called ; each relieving officer tried to get his own guardians 
to take his books first; therefore I conceive, considering the circumstances, the 
statement put forward through John Gorman to have been a very unfair state- 
ment. Moyarta was not the furthest district; they had to cross the ferry, but 
the relieving officer had no right to call upon the guardians to rule his books- 
first. 

1881. Mr. O Flaherty.'] Do you appoint local committees in the electoral 

divisions, for the purpose of investigating the cases of paupers on the spot who 
are applicants for relief ? — AVe do not. - • . 

• 1882. Are you aware that the law permits you to do so? — Yes; but I found 
that it would not work well. 

1883. Have 
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1883. Have you tried it since the electoral divisions were formed? — I have not 
tried it since the new electoral divisions were formed. 

1884. .Are you aware whether it has worked well in other unions? — I was not 
aware that it had been tried in other unions. 

1885. Mr. Clements.'\ What is the practice of the Kilrush Board-, do they 
require the applicants for relief to make application to the relieving officers at a 
sufficiently early time before the meeting of the Board, to enable the relieving 
officers to inquire into the cases? — There has been a rule made latterly requiring 
the relieving officers to attend at certain places on certain days, so as to give them 
more time. Since the change in the districts has been made, causing a reduction 
in the area of the relieving officers’ districts, the relieving officers now attend 
at certain hours in the central parts of their districts to receive applications for 
relief; but from the enormous number that apply, and the enormous number 
refusing the house, the most arduous duty that any person could possibly be put 
to is the admission of paupers into our workhouses. I have stayed myself con- 
stantly from 1 2 o’clock in the day till eight o’clock at night ruling the books, and 
after ruling the books the whole day, and perhaps going through 2,000 or 3,000 
of them, I would get 200 admissions. 

1886. Was it the practice to require tbe relieving officers to visit and inquire 
into each case before they brought them before the Board of Guardians ? — Since 
I have been in office I have directed that course to be followed. 

1 887. Did you find that to be the practice when the elected guardians first 
came into office? — I do not think it was; it is a general rule of the Commis- 
sioners, but I do not think it was acted up to. The relieving officer used to take 
applications in what I thought a very unsatisfactory manner ; that is, upon slips 
of paper ; they used to send a child or a messenger, putting upon a slip of paper 
“ John Gorman,” for example, with so many children, never giving their ages, and 
the relieving officer never saw the man until he met him at the door of the 
workhouse. 

1888. He did not visit his house? — It was certainly not the custom. Since 
I have insisted that the applicant should go himself to the relieving officer, 
for it constantly happened that the ages of the children and the ages of the 
parties were set down wrong, so that a boy of 14 was put down as i 5 j or ^ 

of 14 was put down as 15, so as lo put them in the adult class, and was entered 
in tbe relieving officer’s book ; and a child under nine was put down as over nine, 
so as to get increased rations. 

i88g. Chah^an.'] Are all the members of the family of every pauper who 
applies for relief, either out-door or in-door, obliged to be brought before the Board 
of Guardians r — They are. 

1890. Does not that act very greatly crowd applicants, as you have described r 
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C. M. Vandehur. 
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— It does, decidedly. 

1891. In severe winter weather is it not exceedingly difficult for paupers to 
travel 15 or 18 miles to make their applications, with all their children? — There 
is no doubt that very great hardship arises in that way ; but the great majority 
who come to the workhouse come for out-door relief, and not in-door relief; 
therefore when they are refused out-door relief they immediately return again. 

1892. Mr. O'Flahei'ty.'l In point of fact, whether for in or out-door relief, is it 
not a great hardship to bring people 15 or 16 miles in winter weather to make 
their application if it can be avoided ? — Yes. 

1893. Would it not be avoided by adopting the new provision, and appointing 
electoral division committees where the districts exceed six miles; in point of 
fact, does not it work very well in other unions, and could not it work as well in 
Kilrush r — The Board of guardians is very much limited ; the guardians would 
scarcely take the responsibility upon themselves of admitting them ; in fact, it 
■would be throwing, I consider, very often too great responsibility upon a single 
guardian, or one or two local guardians acting in a remote district; the pressure 
would become so great upon them from the number of ratepayers who would 
come there lo put on their friends, and with the interest they would possess, would 
sav, “ Put this person upon out-door relief; do not put that person on, he is a 
bad character ; send him to the workhouse.” From my own knowledge of the 
matter, I do not think that the local guardians would generally wish to take the 
responsibility upon themselves. 

1894. You do not of your own knowledge know anything about the working 
of this new system of electoral division committees ? — No. 

0.52. ■ S 1895- Have 
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Colonel iSg5. Have 3’ou heard anything relative to it at all ? — Yes. I will state that I 

C. A/i Vandekur. have often attended in the union with the local guardians to revise the lists with 

the ratepayers, and in many cases the result of the revisions has been that we 

s8 June 1850. admit all the same parties over again. 

1 896. Has it been suggested at the Board that this system should be adopted ? 

No, never. It would save me an immensity of trouble ; but the result would 

be this, that the master of the house, or the guardians, would never tnow the 
number that they might expect; they would find the paupers pouring into the 
house upon every day of the week without any previous intimation that they were 
coming with those orders of admission. 

1897. That is merely what you think would be the effect of it ; but you do not 
know that, in point of fact, in other unions it has worked well ? — Possibly, and 
would be very glad to try it ; I think it would save an immense deal of trouble. 

1 8g8. Chairman.] To recur to the practice of the Board during the lastwinter ; 
when on the admission day a large crowd of paupers soliciting relief had accumu- 
lated about the Board-room, did not the Board make any role as to the order in 
which those cases should be called over, so.as to secure that the distant case should 
be heard first, to enable them to return home within the day ?— There was no 
general rule made. . 

1899. There was no general practice of that sort?— No; one relieving officer 
would come before the others occasionally, and get attended to first. 

1900. Were not the Kilrash paupers from the immediate town of Kilrash» 
frequently heard and decided upon before the cases of paupers belonging to di^stricts 
15 or 16 miles off were considered? — I have frequently adjourned the KilrusU 
paupers till the next day, for the purpose of attending to more distant paupers. 

1901. Mr. C. LmisP^ Has your attention been called to the statement, that 
there was a practice with the Board of Guardians of discharging persons on the 
Friday, or on some day towards the end of the week, with a view of diminishing 
the number in the bouse on tlie Saturday, the day on which the return was 
made to the Commissioners ?— It has, particularly so, because I never was 
more astonished than when I heard that statement made, nor can I at this 
moment imagine upon what ground Captain Kennedy made it; for upon one 
occasion, of which I think he must have been aware, occurring about the 
12th of January when I went through the house myself with several of the 
guardians, we found that there had been gradually a number of widows with 
children who had got admission into the house ; the guardians wishing to test 
them, I consulted the master, and we made out a list of those widows with their 
children, amounting to somewhere about 150, or there might have been 200. 
I wrote for the particular number, but I have not got it ; I examined all those 
people myself; they were brought before me in one of the day-rooms of the 
workhouse. I examined them there myself as to their being widows, and as to the 
number of children. We were particularly pressed upon the female side of the 
house at that time, and those persons I had discharged upon out-door relief ; and 
I think Captain Kennedy must have been aware of the circumstance at the time, 
because it was done openly ; there was no disguise. Subsequently to that I have 
not the slightest recollection of any persons being discharged upon out-door relief, 
except upon one day, when there were three persons brought to me the morning 
after the admission day, who had not been registered in the workhouse, and I con- 
sidered that they were infirm ; and from the relieving officer found that they 
were persons who ought to get out-door relief, and put them on out-door relief. 
Those are the only two instances in which paupers have been discharged, for I 
was particularly cautious of discharging any person from the workhouse upon 
out-door relief, knowing that it would bring additional claims upon it. Captain. 
Kennedy’s inference is entirely unfounded, nor can I conceive how he could infer 
what he has stated. 

3902. Then do you state positively that there was no system of dismissing per- 
sons on one of the latter days of the week, with the view of diminishing the 
number on the Saturday? — I do, positively. 

1903. Could any such system have existed without your knowledge ? — It could 
not have existed without my knowledge, for there was nothing done at the work- 
house, to the smallest thing almost, that I was not made acquainted with. 

1904. Mr. Fagan.'] But in point of fact the numbers did diminish on those 
days, as appears from the returns furnished by Captain Kennedy ?— There was a 

weekly 
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weekly dimmution arising from voluntary cJischarges, and the deaths ; that was 
the cause of the diminution. ^ 

1905. Was there any habit of taking voluntary discharges on the Friday, so as 
to be out on the Saturday? — The voluntary discharges generally took place on 
Tuesdays, but after the admission days on Thursdays and Fridays ; at one period 
it was Wednesday and Thursday ; and after the union was divided it was Thurs- 
day and Friday. On those days you will always find a very large number in the 
house, because a large number came in ; many of them will take admission, and 
will afterwards take their discharge the next morning. 

1906. Mr. Clements.'} Is the Committee to understand that the guardians did 
not in any case, except in those two cases which you have stated, give orders for 
the discharge of the paupers, and at the same time for their relief out of doors r— 

I have no recollection of anything of the sort, and it was almost impossible that 
such a thing could have been done without my knowledge ; I do not think the 
master would have done it without my knowledge. 

IQ07. Mr. O’ Flaherty.} You stated thatyou held aninvestigation in one ofthe 
day-rooms at the workhouse ? — Yes, I did. 

1908. Singly, or assisted by the other guardians ? — There were three or four 
guardians present. 

1909. Lord Naas.} Do you agree generally with the statement made by Cap- 
tain Kennedy in his evidence with regard to admissions to and discharges from the 
workhouse during the early period , of the existence of the union, while it was under 
the care of the present Board ? — The discharges and the admissions are fairly set 
forth in the return furnished by the master, which is, I believe, printed. The only- 
occasions on which paupers were sent out upon out-door relief, since I returned to 
the union, were those 1 have stated. And as I believe there was ample accommo- 
dation, until I did return to the union, I have no reason to suppose that any 
in-door paupers were put out upon out-door relief before that period. I can 
state positively that no such practice prevailed within iny knowledge. I also see 
that alluded to in the evidence referring to Foley’s Store, at Question 718 ; Cap- 
tain Kennedy is asked : “ Then they must have dismissed in that week more than 
880 ?— No, 1 will explain that ; that was the week of their taking the store, which 
store was counted upon the house, but not occupied ; the store was calculated to 
accommodate 465 ; that was added to the gross accommodation of the house, 
though it was not occupied.” Now Captain Kennedy knows as well as I do that 
that answer is not a candid answ'er ; the house called Foley’s Store required no 
fitting up for the purpose for which we took it at the time. Foley’s Store was 
occupied by able-bodied men whom we had in the house, and boys over 25; 
and the surplus numbers at that period and for some time afterwards were 
taken down from the workhouse, and the store was used as a dormitory only. 
It required no fitting-up whatsoever until Mr. Lynch suggested to me that it 
should be fitted up as a workhouse for single girls only ; upon Mr. Lynch’s doing 
so, I got it done and occupied it by single women ; but previously to that it was occu- 
pied I believe for some time by single men, requiring no fitting-up whatsoever. 

1910. yit. Monsell.} Is it not a fact, that during the month of January the 
number of paupers who were in the house were diminished every Friday r — No; 
it was only done upon one occasion. It was only in the case of those widows and 
children, as I before explained. 

1911. It appears by a paper which I hold in my hand, that the number on the 
Thursday, the 3d of January, was 2,884, tkat on Friday they were reduced to 
2,764; that on Thursday, the 10th, the numbers were 3055, and they were dimi- 
nished upon Friday to 2,860. Are you aware that those numbers are correct t — 
I am not aware of that at all. All I can say is that if such a practice prevailed, 
it prevailed without my knowledge ; and if it did. Captain Kennedy ought to have 
made me acquainted with it, for it was decidedly against my feeling, and I do 
not think it would have been proper. 

1912. Sir L. O’Brien.} Was Captain Kennedy in the habit of communicating 
confidentially with you ? — Constantly. There was not a single thing that occurred 
in the workhouse about which I did not communicate with Captain Kennedy. 

1913- Did he communicate the circumstances connected with the statement 
which he has made in this Committee-room to you? — No, I never heard of them 
before. 

1914. Mr. Monsell.} You know the handwriting of the clerk of the union . 

I do. 

0.52. s 2 ^ 9 ^ 5 - Is 
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Colonel 1915. Is that his bandwriting {handing a Paper to the Witness)'^ — I believe 

C.M. Fandeleur. js hjg handwriting. 

1916. That is the paper from which 1 have been quoting; is the signature 

28 June 1850. g£gxed to that paper the signature of the clerk of the union ? — Yes. On Thurs- 
days the numbers were generally brought up to the full amount, and indeed over 
the full amount, Thursday being the admission clay; but a number of those per- 
sons generally went out The subsequent day ; and I have no reason to believe 
that this return, which was furnished to me by the master, which is his weekly 
return, is not true ; in fact, the usual rule with me when I admitted paupers was, 
that I first asked the master what number of vacancies he had in the house, and 
the master furnished me with the number of persons in each house, showing 
the number of vacancies. There occurred one or two special and particular 
occasions when I found myself in a situation of great difficulty. I found that 
on one occasion there were only 50 vacancies in the house in the morning. 

I knew there were a number of persons applying. Dr. Phelan happened to be 
there that morning. I consulted Dr. Phelan, and he said, “ You ought not to 
exceed the accommodation by 50 or 60.” I mentioned that to Captain Ken- 
nedy, and he said, “ You had better do the best you can ; of course you will be 
obliged to refuse all except the very pressing cases.” I believe I admitted on 
that day above 150 or 160, or more than that. Upon the books being made up 
in the evening, it was found that out of 200 and odd that I had entered for the 
house, only about 90, 1 think, accepted it. 

1917. Lord N'afls.] Have you ever visited this village of Doonbeg, concerning 
which so much has been said, and the Doonbeg houses? — I did not visit the 
village of Doonbeg, when I returned on the 5th of December, but the subject was 
at that lime very much canvassed in the Board of G uardians, as to the policy of 
Captain Kennedy or the vice-guardians or the relieving officers, because I never 
could exactly make out who took the houses ; the houses were not entered in our 
minutes, like the rest of the houses; no entry was made of any description. It 
was stated in the Board-room that there were a number of persons in a dreadful 
state there ; that the houses were a mass of filth, dirt, fever, and every abomination, 
both to the danger of the paupers themselves, and the great annoyance of the 
neighbours ; I stated that I conceived they ought to be removed to the workhouse ; 
Captain Kennedy made no observation at the' time. 

1918. When was this? — ^This was the first week after I returned ; it was about 
the 8th of December, or the following week, the 14th ; and I must say that I did 
view with considerable astonishment the letter that I see in tlie printed evidence 
at Q. 265 ; but it gives me an opportunity of defending the guardians of the union 
from what I think one of the most unjust aspersions that ever was attempted to 
be made, the most shameful report from either Mr. Lynch or Captain Kennedy, 
or whoever made it, I do not care who it was. 

1919. Chairman.^ Is it not stated who made it? — It is stated there: “Copy 
observations of Mr. Lynch on Captain Kennedy’s report of the 6th December 
3 849.” 

1920. That means a report by Mr. Lynch, does not it? — Yes. 

3921. Mr. Lynch is the inspector of the district? — He is ; Mr. Lynch was 
taken to Doonbeg by Captain Kennedy. 

1922. He was required by the Commissioners to report upon this case ? — Of 
course, and it is expected that he should report truly and faithfully. He states 
here ; “There are over 100 persons huddled together in the out-offices of a house 
in the village of Doonbeg ; they were lately evicted, and amongst this number 
I saw no description of food, but a few very inferior turnips. It is not safe to 
leave the lives of those persons depending on the present guardians of Kilrush 
Union.” Now, if you will turn to the evidence afterwards, you will see that 
Captain Kennedy himself states that the guardians were not to, blame, and that he 
never mentioned ti:e subject to the guardians, and that those people were never 
desired to come into the workhouse; therefore, upon this report Mr. Lynch states, 
that “ it is not safe to leave the lives of those persons depending on the present 
guardians of Kilrush Union,” when those persons were never brought to the 
workhouse, and never applied for relief, but they were left there in their misery, 
in their dirt, and in their filth for honourable gentlemen. Members of this Com- 
mittee, to be taken to see. 

3923. Sir Z. O’Brien.'] A little nest of misery, kept up to exhibit to Members 
of Parliament who should visit the Kilrush Union? — It was. 

^ 1924. Chairman.^ 
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1924. Chairman.'] Were there not constant deaths from starvation going on ? — 

If it were so, there were 850 vacancies in the workhouse at tlie time those houses < 
were taken. 

1925. Do you think that there was nothing in the state of the Kilrush Union 
at that time worthy the attention of strangers? — Undoubtedly there was; the 
misery and distress were very great ; but I do not see any reason why that misery 
and distress should be increased by huddling 100 persons together in that house, 
when there were vacancies in the workhouse for 850. I saw Captain Kennedy 
take it down in his own handwriting, upon sworn evidence. 

1926. Sir X. O’jSn'ew.] Notwithstanding those vacancies, those 100 persons 
were brought there, either by the relieving officer or the vice-guardians, and 
kept there in those out-offices; is that the case? — Yes, it was the case; and 
they were afterwards represented to the Commissioners in Captain Kennedy’s 
report as being in a state of filth, and dirt, and fever, and generating disease, 
and the whole blame is left upon the guardians of the Kilrush Union. This 
is, “ Observations of Mr. Lynch on Captain Kennedy’s Report of 6th December 

1849.” 

7 927. Have you looked over this report carefully ? — 1 have not had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it till lately. 

1928. This has been printed ? — Yes, in the printed evidence. 

1929. Do you find it stated either by Mr. Lynch, or Captain Kennedy, that 
those persons were brought there either by the relieving officer or the vice- 

■ guardians ; do you discover that in any portion of the report to the Commis- 
sioners ? — 'I do not remember it. 

1930. Mr. Fagan.] What house is this; you refer to the out-offices of a house 
at Doonbeg? — I went to see the place myself afterwards, and they were thatched 
cabins at the back of a farm-house in the village of Doonbeg. 

1931. Who placed those 100 persons in those out-offices ? — Captain Kennedy 
says it was the relieving officer. 

1932. Lord Naas.] With the consent of the vice-guardians ?— Yes, of course, 
with their consent. 

1933. Chairman^ Were not the houses taken in consequence of the eviction ot 
large numbers in that district? — So it is stated. 

1934. Was not it necessary to afford them shelter when evictions were taking 
place frequently in that district? — If the parties were of that description,^ and in 
that state which is described in the evidence, they were much fitter subjects for 
the workhouse, where they would have been kept clean and free from generating 
.disease, as is stated. 

1935. Mr. How long were those 100 persons kept at this place in 

Doonbeg ? — It is stated in the evidence of Captain Kennedy that the relieving 
officer took them for one week ; but when the elected Board came into office, we 
got no instruction, nor any information as to those houses, until we determined, 
and that was done as a matter of necessity, that those people should be sent in ; 
and we ordered, if they could not be brought in on foot, that cars should be em- 
ployed to bring them into the house ; and then there was a bill of i 5 ^-> I think 

it was over 3/., furnished to us as the rent we were liable to pay. 

1936. Lord iYa<5T5.] The rent for those houses? — Yes. 

1037. Did the Board pay it ? — I believe the Board paid it. 

1938. Chairman.] Had not a good many of those people who were evicted 
goods and furniture, and was it not desirable that they should have some place to 
put them into after their houses were knocked down ? — Some of them might have 
had. 

1939. Was not it a proper act of charity to afford them that opportunity until 
they could recover themselves, and get another house ? — I do not think it was an 
act of charity to put persons who are described as being in such distress into 

a place where they were afterwards said to be starving. 

1940. Mr. Clements.] I believe it was the practice in Kilrush to give old and 

infirm persons, those coming under section 1 of the Poor-law Relief Act, out-door 
relief, was not it? — It was. 

1941. Were those old and infirm persons, persons living by themselves, or did 
they live with their able-bodied sons at all? — Constantly; in some cases they 
lived with able-bodied sons. 

1942. But in the majority of cases were the old and infirm persons residing by 
themselves ? — No, I should say they generally lived with other persons. 

0.52. S3 1943- Other 
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Colonel ^943' Other persons connected with them ? — Either in the house of the persons 

C. M. Vandelcur. as lodgers, or living with some relatives. 

" — ■ " ^944* Were there many cases of persons living with their children r In some 

28 June 1850. instances, I have frequently found that. 

1945. And had those children land ? — In some instances I found that, and I 
found considerable abuses prevailed by the widow giving over her land to her son, 
or some other connexion, for the purpose of getting out-door relief for herself and 
the weaker members of the family. 

1946. Were abuses of that description practised to any great extent? — I have 
had no opportunity of forming a table, but from what has come before myself on 
various occasions, I should say it was done to a considerable amount. 

1947. Were the relieving officers alive to the probability of the existence of 
such abuses, and were they diligent in making inquiry with a view to prevent 

them? After I came back to the union I found that the relieving officers gave 

me vei7 little information ; I insisted on getting information, and that the reliev- 
ing officers should take the responsibility upon themselves, and not leave the 
■whole to the guardians ; that the relieving officer should furnish me with informa- 
tion whether those persons mentioned upon the face of the book, -were persons 
who ought to be tested ; whether they were persons whose relations could support 
them. 

1948. Lord Naas.'] To what cause do you attribute this indisposition upon the 
part of the relieving officers to give you sufficient information? — There seemed to be 
a general fear amongst the relieving officers of taking any species of responsibility. 

1949. Mr. Clements^ Are the Committee to understand that when the elected 
guardians resumed office they found that the relieving officers w’ere not able to 
speak to the circumstances of the cases of the applicants for relief ? — That fre- 
quently was so. 

1950. What was the general state of the case 1 — The general state of the case 
was that they wished to throw the responsibility upon the guardians of refusing 
relief. I insisted upon and gradually brought them round to a system in which 
they furnished me with information ; I stated that they must make themselves 
acquainted with the circumstances of persons before they brought them up. 

1951. Have they been in the habit of visiting the houses, making inquiries into 
the circumstances of applicants ? — ^I do not think they have to the extent that 
I consider necessary. 

1952. Chairman.] What is the salary that you pay the relieving officers ? — 

I think the highest salary now is 45 1 . a year. 

1953. Mr. Clements.] How many relieving officers are there in the union? — 
In the old nine, and eight under the new arrangement. 

1954. Can you give the Committee an idea of the extent to which the practice 
of giving orders for extra nourishment prevailed among the medical officers? — 
I have no return of that, and I find it exceedingly difficult to make it out, from 
the mode in which the accounts were kept rendering it necessary to go over so 
many books to make it out. 

J955. Mr. C. Zewis.] In the letter of the relieving officer on the subject of 
Gorman’s case, which appears to be addressed to Captain Kennedy, there is this 
passage : “ It is the most charitable act ever performed by your honour, to order 
this family immediate relief.” Was it the practice in the Kilrush Union for the 
inspector to order relief to applicants r — Not that I am aware of, except that he 
could call upon the relieving officer and direct his attention to them. 

1956. Used he to give directions to the relieving officer as to relieving par- 
ticular cases ? — I cannot say so from my own knowledge. If he pointed out parti- 
cular persons to the relieving officer as being in great want, or in danger of suffering 
before they could obtain admission to the workliouse, the relieving officer would 
of course be justified on bis own responsibility in giving relief. 

1957. If the inspector had observed any case which in his judgment required 
relief, would he have represented it to the relieving officer, and have obtained 
relief? — Of course the relieving officer would immediately give it, there is no 
doubt about that. Referring to the same date, there are several letters from 
Dr. Tuite, and there was an impression at that time that fever and disease had 
been generated very much by the stoppage of relief; and from the tenor of Dr. 
Tube’s letters, which are published there for the information of the Committee, 
they would lead the Committee to suppose that his medical district must have 
been in a very bad state. The poor people, of course, suffered from want of food. 

But 
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But all I can say is, that at that time there was a medical report laid upon the Colonel 
table of the workhouse, which I find is not here, giving a very deplorable account Vandekur. 

of the state of the district ; and on taking up Dr. Tuite’s official return, a copy of 
the weekly return to the Board of Health, it struck me that there was a gross ® ' 

inconsistency in it. I have got a copy of Dr. Tuite’s medical reports for the four 
•weeks during which relief was stopped; or during the period that embraces, 
commencing on the 1 5th of December, and taking in the 22d of December, the 29th 
of December, and the 5th of January ; he was bound at the lime to attend at the 
dispensary, and also to attend the poor at their own houses. On the 15th of Decem- 
ber he attended seven in their own houses of fever, two of diarrhoea, and two of other 
epidemics. On Wednesday he attended ten, and one of fever. On Friday, seven. 

On the next day, which was Monday the 22d of December, he attended three of fever, 
and two of other diseases. On Tuesday, nine of fever, and two of other diseases. 

On Wednesday, four of fevr,and one of other diseases.^ On Friday, four of fever. 

On the week ending the 29th December he attended, Tuesday, one; Wednesday, 
one; and Friday, three, making five in all; so that it would not appear that 
the unhealthy state of his district at that time was increasing. 

1958. Ckairtnafi.] But Dr. Taite’s letters, to which you refer with respect to 
that lime, relate to the want of food of the out-door paupers, do not they, not to 
the increasing sickness? — think increasing sickness is referred to also. 



The Eev. Michael Meehan, called in; further Examined. 

1 Q5Q. YOU wish to state something to the Committee by way of correction or Rev. M. Meehan. 
addition to your late evidence? — If you please. On the last day I had a list of 
evictions which 1 intended giving in, as I looked upon it as the principal 
evidence touching the inquiry for which I was summoned. By a number of 
questions which were put to me I was thrown out of the line of direct answer at 
the time, and it did not occur to me until I was told that my evidence had closed 
that I had omitted to put in the list, and I did not like then to urg;e the thing, 
because I saw a disposition, I thought, on the last day to bring the inquiry to a 
close for that day. 

1960. Will you have the goodness to make the statement? — In the townlands 

of Lisheen Furroor and Lisheen Crony, on the 20th and 21st of February, there 
were 19 houses pulled down. On Rehah on the 3d of May six houses were pulled 
down, and 18 houses have been pulled down since this time 12 months, besides a 
number in other townlands in 1847. In Killiney there were four houses thrown 
down on the 7th of May last, and on that occasion the corpse of Biddy M'Mahon 
was removed out on a dunghill from the house of her father by the under-driver 
Meehan. ^ , j . 

1961. Lord Whose under-driver was he? — He was the under-driver 01 

Blake & Butler ; Butler was the agent of Fitzgibbon Hinchy. 

1992. Are those townlands in your parish ? — They are. 

3963. How many houses does that make altogether? — Fifty -three. 

1964. Were those all in your parish ? — They were all in my parish, and I am 
personally aware of their being pulled down. 

1965. Is that all that were pulled down in your parish? — No; there is the 
townland ofTullig. 

1 966. When were those pulled down ? — In August or September 1 849 , 1 am not 

certain which. ^ ... 

1967. But it is within the last year? — Within the last year; I am certain it is 
within the last 1 2 months ; 1 have taken an epitome of this townland only, in order 
to illustrate the rest ; I thought it was the fairest sample. The number of houses 
thrown down were 24 ; houses locked up, three. 

1968. Whose property were they? — The property of Fitzgibbon Hinchy; 

Francis Coffee was the agent; persons evicted, 130. I must remark that the 
people re-entered, I may say, forcibly into the three houses which were locked up. 

1969. Chairmani\ Within what time were those 24 houses knocked down ?— In 
two days, I think, or three; I am not quite certain of the time; I was going 
through the place, and 1 had such a horror of seeing them knocked down, that I 
did not like to go in. I frequently avoided the scene of tumbling down the houses. 

I could have frequently seen it, and people have called me to come and see it. 

1970. But you’ avoided it? — I did j I did not like it, 

0.52. 8 4 1971. Have 
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ig,,. Haveyou never vitnessedit?-! saw one as I was passing by ; I could 

scalM • ’0^ kind o/scalp is that which is generally made against the demolished 
waif of a house, and the other is a scalp which is made m a Ary og ; one I y 

say is under ground, and the other over ground; there is a hole cut and 

*^'^l07f''XetlieT am sufficient protection against the weather ?— No protection 
at a?l t^'they usually build the underground ones as they are exceeding y warn , 
but the air that is in them is very pestilential. 

107/1 Lord sVrffli.l Thev do not keep out the wet r— Ihey do not keep out 
flip ivet ■ thev are very warm, and whenever they have young children they 11 v - 

their three children died ; the remainder of the 1 30 evicted in Tudig are scattei ed 

"TgTfc O’Coiiiidh] Are those who died included in the ni 'vh° wort into 
the ™rkliouse originally ?- Yes. When Terpy and his wife came liorn^, To H 

ffot very sick and he sent for me. I attended him about tbe -id of April m tins 

year, when he lay in the corner of a demolished house. Mmrkhouse 

^ 1077 LordJYoml He had left the workhouse ?— He had left the ii orkuouse 

and returned home. The day was cold and blowing a hard wn^. I asked him^ 

“ Why did you leave the workhouse, and will you go in again . o 

vnn a car to take vou there.” and I encouraged him in every way I could. He 
hid he had lost \I children, his expectations, and his health m the "“‘“ome 
and he was anxious to die ; he would not be persuaded to retarii mioer any 
kducemrt! He had no food, and his wife walked that day to Fai-rahy, a dis- 
tance of eight miles, to get a meal for herself. I have 

tenants beniv turned out, and the consequent depression upon the state ot tlieir 
Ss if I am allowed to bring them forward. I felt an unwillingness the last 
day, in consequence of what had been said by people against 
Colonel Vanddeur; and I felt a confusion a so from the number of 

asked me. I had the cases in my mind, and I am ready to give those cases no 
as shortly as possible; and I should like to give them in the presence of Colonel 

Tanddeur, bfcause it I am wrong I sliall be very 'X^wodii 

We are very much obliged to you for this inquiry, and what I should wish would 
he to have evervtuinw done here to bring out an amicable arrangement between 
landlords and tenants" for the interests of both parhes. Anthony Garry gave 30k 
for the lease interest of a farm of 6 4 a^cres, near Kilrush ^ 

197S. Whose property was thisi— The property- of Colonel Vaodeleui. 1 
acres of it were bog when he got it. Colonel Vandeleiir deprived him of the land 

at m was the length of the lease ?— The length of the 

™ t!rtici^.io,i of .he .and unde, the le.^-Seyen 
years. Garry laid out 30k in making meadow land of the bogs and at *e expira- 
lou of the leLe Colonel Vandelenr refused giving it to him. Garry ^ 

was in consequence of not getting liis father-in-law to vote for him at ‘he, general 
StSu in 1841 ; and Garry stated to Colonel Vandelenr. as an npology, that his 
father-in-law’s son got a situation in the London Docks through - r. 01 n , 
O-Brien, who was the rival candidate ; that is a pub ic and notorious fact. I 
am very glad Colonel Vandelenr is here, as he will of course have the means of 

answeriuv it. That is all with regard to that case. _ 

igSi."Lord Nms.] Have you any more cases r— There has been about 
20 000 I laid out ill these 12 years in building ra Kilnish. 

1082 Bv whom r—Bv the people owning property there. 

1083 SirX O'Srien.i Does not Colonel Vandeleur spend a great deal of money 

in theimprovement of his estate?-! admit that he does. _ not 

IQ84. Does not be spend the greater part of his income r— He does not. 
Colonel Vandeleur will grant leases, he says, when he goes back. ^ v ^ 
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,085. Chairman.-] Has aiij money been expended, under the Land Improve- 
ment Act. upon the drainage or improvement of the lands round Kilrush ?--Not 
that I am aware of, in Kilrnsh ; but I know Mr. Burton has spent some, and Mr. 

1086 Are the properties you have been speaking of in the immediate neigh- 

boufhood of Kilrush f— No ; I understand that Colonel Yandeleur has recently 
applied for some money under the Land Improvement Act. ^ , , , . 

1087 With regard to the evictions which you have mentroned to-day as having 
occurred within your parish in, I think, five townlands, have there been any other 
evictions besides those within the same period ? -Not within the same period, 
but people in Moveen were evicted in a more marked manner about two or three 
yeare ago ; the ruins of the houses are there now, but I did not take any note 

108™' Lord JVrms.] Who does Moveen belong tor— To Mr. Westropp. 

iqSq. Chairman:] Those which yon have spoken of to-day are recent evictions, 
which have occurred within the last 12 months?— Yes. they are; and there is a 
property, commencing to be tenantless on Mr. Westbys estate; there are 50 

Lrcsofland in Kilballyowen on his estate without a tenant. 

iqqo. Do you think that evictions on that estate have been carried too lar tor 
the interest of the landlord?— I do; I think, if the system be not changed, and 
the land be not improved, that the landlords will be obliged to reduce the popula- 
tion until they bring them to a parallel with the present imperfect state of culture. 
I think if the landlords are left to do that, a reaction will commence, and they 
will be obliged to let their land nt as. id. an acre to middlemen, and the old 
sy.stem will occur again. Whatever wealth the lower class of people have left, 
they are going to America with. . . 1 

igqi. Whereas, if a system of improvement and employment had been adopted, 
an inducement to the tenants to remain upon their lands would have been afforded, 
the value of the estates would have been improved, and the population might 
have been preserved to much greater numbers ? — I am certain ot that, and even 
still there are a number of good tenantry, and I hope they will be improved. 



Rev. iW. Meehan. 
28 June 1850. 
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Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, called in ; and further Examined. 

1092. Mr. C. Lewis.'\ HAVE there beeri many evictions upon your property, ^ 
and other neighbouring properties with which you are acquainted, in the Kilrush ' 
Union, since the commencement of the potato famine? — Evictions since the com- ^ 
mencement of the potato famine have considerably increased in our union, and 
I believe in all other unions in the soutli and west of Ireland, in consequence of 
the pressure. I was aware, previously to leaving Kilrush, during the summer of 
1849, that Captain Kennedy was keeping (indeed, he mentioned to me hi^mselt 
that he was keeping for his own private information) lists of evictions which took 
place in the union of Kilrush for poor law purposes. My attention was then 
drawn to a statement which I saw in the “ Limerick Chronicle,” which was the 
first notice I had at the time that any printed report had been published or pre- 
sented to’ the House of Commons, in which it was stated that 9j2'71 individuals had 
been evicted. I am wrong in saying that it was the first notice, because I first 
saw the debate th at took place in theHouseof Commons respecting the evictions 
0.52.. T 
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in the Kilrush Union, and read with considerable surprise the remarks of several 
Hononrable Members, founded upon Captain Kennedy’s statements ; that was 
on tbe 8th June 1849, in which Mr, Poulett Scrope, referring to the official 
report of Captain Kennedy, remarked that 15,000 persons had been driven from 
thmr houses during the last 12 months. That same statement was afterwards 
put forward by Mr. John O’Connell, who stated that 15,000 had been ejected 
during the year, and 1,200 dwelling-houses levelled to the ground ; -that was 
stated in Parliament upon Captain Kennedy’s authority. 

1093. Chairman.] When you say that a matter of that kind was stated in 
Parliament, you mean that you read a report in anewsnaper stating that?— Yes. 
and in Hansard ; I took it out of Hansard’s Debates, _ 

IQQ4. But are you aware that constant misprints, with respect to figures, in 
reports in newspapers of speeches in Parliament, occur, and that they are not to 
be depended upon at all?— If you will allow me to go on I will show that I ana 
correct, and three gentlemen can corroborate that statement. 1 wiU also read 
an extract from Sir Robert Peel’s observations : “ I do not think that the records 
of any country, civil or barbarous, present materials for such a picture as is set 
forth in the statement of Captain Kennedy. I presume that statement is correct, 
contained, as it is, in a public official document emanating from a gentleman, an 
officer in Her Majesty’s service ; that statement, therefore, I presume to be ot 
unquestionable veracity. Captain Kennedy says that in one union at the time 
of the famine, and in one year, 15,000 have been driven from their houses ■ and 
he states, that after the exercise of that power in one year, it would be hardly 
credited that within the last month there had been 1,200 additional cases. 

1 003. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do not these statements profess to he founded upon the 
authority of some report made by Captain Kennedy ? They do, upon the official 

'^'**rqq6 Have you referred to that report, and have you found that the qnota- 
tionrcorrespond with the original statement?— I have; there are letters m this 
report of Captain Kennedy which correspond precisely with the statements 
made in the House of Commons by Mr. Poulett Scrope and by Sir Robert Peel. 

1997. What is the date of Captain Kennedy’s report?— This report com- 
mences 25th November 1847; that is the first date. _ 

iqq8 Can you give the Committee the words of Captain Kennedy s report 
which are referred to?-It states on 7th May 1849, “ Extract of Report from 
Captain Kennedy. Notwithstanding that fearful, and I believe unparalleled, 
numbers have been unhoused in this union within the year, probably 15,000, it 
seems hardly credible that 1,200 more have had their dwellings levelled within 
a fortnight.” In one part of the document it is stated that 6,000 houses had 

been levelled. t • i, i j. 

iQQQ. Will you proceed, if you please, with your statement . i wisnefl to 
refer to it, for this reason, that a statement of the number of tenements in the 
Kilrush Union has been put in by Captain Kennedy, and the gross number of 
tenements in 1846 is 8,805 ; the gross number of tenements on 1st January 
1850, valued to the poor-ratesj is 7,683. 

2000. Is that the. statement of Captain Kennedy ?— That is given by Captain 
Kennedy from a return made by the clerk of the union. 

2001. Chah'man.] Does not each of those tenements occasionally comprehend 
several dwelling-houses?— It may, but the reduction shown in the four years 
amounts to 1,122. 

2002. That is, the reduction in the number of tenements? — Yes. 

2003. But you would not say that it represents accurately at all the reduction 
in the number of houses?— It must to a great extent, because every teuement 
under 4Z. is rated ; but there may be two houses upon one tenement. 

2004. May there not be eight, or ten, or a dozen, sometimes ?— There may be 
two houses upon one farm. 

2005. But may there not be 10, or 12, or 14 houses upon one farm? — 

ISlo ; they are generally rated separately ; each holding is generally rated sepa- 
rately. , - 

2006. But in the case of 10 or 12 cabins occupied by labourers upon a tarm, 
would they not be reckoned as one tenement ?— If they were upon the same 
farm, and they were merely labourers, they would be then rated as one tenement. 

2007. Mr. C. Lewis,] Will you continue your statement, if you please?— 
Upon mv return I immediately commenced making an analysis of Captain 

■ Kennedy’a 
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Kennedy’s report and I found that very gross inaccuracies had taken place ; that 
where I had ejected one house there were 76 persons put down as the occupiers 0 , 
of that house. I will go into those particular cases afterwards. 1 conceived it 
jny duty also to inquire upon other properties which I saw were in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood. .. j. . ir m 

2008 You made other inquiries, and you satisfied yourselt that there were 
errors in Captain Kennedy’s numerical statements ?— To a very great extent. 

2009. To what extent' did those errors appear to you to go?— The errors 
appeared to me to go to one-half. , , , 

2010 What were, in your view, tlie correct numbers with regard to the 
persons'eiected and the houses demolished?— It you take Captain Kennedy’s own 
report and make up the numbers, instead of 15 , 000 , as stated, the total indivi- 
duals ’contained in this report are 9,271 ; that is the total number contained in 
this report, upon which authority different Members of the House of Commons 

stated it to’ he to the extent of 15 , 000 . „ . „ ,, , , 

201 1 Is it your meaning that the items in Captain Kennedy s report do not 

accord 'with the total stated by him ?— They do not ; Captain Kennedy, in his 
letter, states that there were 16,000 persons evicted. This report was analysed, 
and the number of each proprietor was taken down, and an analysis made, and 
the total number of persons included in this report is 9 , 271 . . , . , 

2012. Were those items correet; was the total of 8,271 correct 1 — It is the 
correct number in this report as represented to Parliament, in place of being 
15,000 or 16,200, as stated in the letter. 

201 3. Does that total correctly represent the facts ?— No. 

2014. To what e.xtent is it incorrect r— I will proceed to show ; it has been 
already shown by Mr. Keane’s evidence, on several properties. 

2015 But confine yourself, if you please, to the result of your own researches r 
—I will state this instance in the parish of Moyarta, which I visited : there was 
some conversation which occurred in the board-room which induced me to visit 
the lands of Newtown, which are described. Here is the list of persons expelled 
from lands and houses in the case of Newtown, upon the property of Doctor 
Donovan; this property is held under the court. I visited 27 or 28 houses 
there aud I found that not one of those persons had been evicted ; that no 
legal’ eviction ever took place ; that though persons^ gave up possession they 
were instautly re-admitted into their houses, in which houses I found them 
dwelling, with two or three exceptions, and the exceptions were in two instances 
where two houses I believe had fallen since, and those persons had removed into 
other neighbourhoods ; and in the other instance the house had been pulled 
down. I spoke, I believe, to nearly all the different individuals, and they told 
me that they gave up their land, not being able to hold it, or having anything 
to put into It, and they were re-admitted into their houses instantaneously. 

2016. From the inquiry which vou made at the time, and on the spot, did jou 
satisfy yourself that the nuraber'of 9 , 271 , resulting from Captain Kennedy’s 
report, was an exaggeration r — I did. 

2017. To what extent did you satisfy yourself that it was an exaggeration . - 
I satisfied myself in my own case that I was overcharged to the extent ot 

nearly 500 . , « mi . i 

2018. Mr. Clements.] Out of what number of persons ejected ?~-lhe total 
number charged against me in Captain Kennedy’s report was 936 individuals. 

2019. Mr. C, Le‘wis?[ You satisfied yourself that out of 936 , 600 was in excess? 
— About 500 I conceived to be improperly charged against me as being evicted. 

2020. Did you make similar inquiries with respect to other properties m the 
Tjuion? — I made inquiries as to the property I have mentioned, where the houses 
were stated to have been all levelled and the persons expelled from their house^ 
but where in fact the parties had given up possession of the land, and -were left 
in the possession of the houses. 

2021. To 'what extent were you able to reduce that sum of 9,271 by yourowii 



Captain Kennedy’s report, but merely upon my own property; and tromwnat i 
found upon my own property, I conceived that Captain Kennedy had overcharged 
me with nearly 500 . • • /i t t 1 

2022. Did you take any steps in consequence of the inquiries^' 1 made 
a report to the Poor-law Commissioners, accounting for every farm, and lor each 
individual. , 

0.52. T 2 2023. What 
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Colonel 2023. What did the Poor-law Commissioners do? — The Poor-law Commis- 

C. 3 i. Vaniekur. gioners referred back my report to Captain Kennedy, and Captain Kennedy then 

took sworn evidence upon each case, and the report was then returned to me with 

2 July 1850. Captain Kennedy’s remarks, sending me the sworn depositions taken by himself, 
and generally witnessed by Shannon. 

2024. Lord Naas.'] On the occasion of taking those depositions, were you 
summoned to be present? — No. 

2025. Were you aware that such depositions were about to be taken? — No, I 
was not. 

2026. Mr. C. Lewis^ Did not Captain Kennedy give you any notice of his 
intention to take depositions with regard to evictions upon your own property ? 
— Not the slightest. 

2027. Lord Naas.] Were you in the country when they were taken ? — 1 was ; 

I believe I was in the country most of the time ; I may say most. 

2028. Mr. C. Lewis.] Were you not aware that Captain Kennedy was examin- 
ino- witnesses upon your own estate ? — I had no notice of what Captain Kennedy 
was doing ; I heard accidentally that persons had been summoned to Captain 
Kennedy’s to give evidence; but 1 was not summoned, nor was I aware what 
those persons stated until the evidence was referred to me by the Poor-law^ 
Commissioners. 

2029. How long w'as Captain Kennedy engaged in this process: — It must 
have Ijeen some time ; I can give the date of the Commissioners’ letter when it 
was retunied to me. 

2030. Did it occupy a fortnight or three weeks ? — The 26 th of December 
1849 I forwarded my report to the Commissioners, and the report was returned 
to me, with Captain Kennedy’s observations, on the 29 th of January 185 0, with 
the depositions. 

2031. Lord iVfli 25.1 Were those depositions taken in public at any time by 
Captain Kennedy ? — Not that I am aware of. 

2032. Mr. C.^Lewis.] Did you offer to attend any examinations which Captain 
Kennedy was instigating, or did you send your agent to attend ? — I was not 
aware what course of proceeding Captain Kennedy was taking. 

2033. Were you not aware of the fact that this investigation was going on 
upon your estate ? — I was aware that Captain Kennedy had recei\'ed the report ; at 
least, I concluded that he had received it ; I was never told that he had received 
the report. I \vas not aware that Captain Kennedy had received the report until 
it was returned to me by the Poor-law Commissioners with his answers, but I 
understood from various sources that parties had been summoned to Captain 
Kennedy’s, and that they bad been sworn for the purpose of giving evidence to 
him ; but as to the nature of that evidence 1 did not know anything. He was 
constantly in the habit of taking depositions, and persons were constantly in the 
habit of going to him ; but I had no knowledge why those persons were sent for, 
or what they deposed to. 

2034. Did you address to him any inquiry upon the subject? — No. 

2035. After you received the communication from the Poor-law Commis- 
sioners, did you*^take any further step? — I did. 

2036. Will you be good enough to describe to the Committee what you did ? 
— I then carefully went over the depositions, and I found that the depositions 
were in many instances founded upon fraud and deception ; I may say the 
grossest perjury was practised in the depositions that were forwarded to me, and 
with the permission of the Committee 1 will give them one instance. Tliis one 
appeared to me the strongest case that I met with ; and in ray report I stated 
that there was no such person on the estate ; “ not known.” 

2037. No such person as whom? — As Johanna Griffin; she is described in 
the report as having been evicted; this is her deposition. 

2038. Fagan.] This is the deposition before Captain Kennedy? — Yes. 
I have previously stated, that not knowing who this person was, I, in the report, 
stated at first that she was not known — “ not known” — and took credit for it. 
Subsequently, when it was returned to me with the depositions, I then with some 
trouble made out the person who had made the deposition, for no person of that 
name was known on the estate. “ Johanna or Hanna Griffin, being duly sworn, 
states : I am a widow ; my husband died about a year ago ; he died after we 
were turned out of the lands of Monmore ; we were turned off less than tw'O 
years ago ; we held a house and five acres of laud from Colonel Vandeleur ; our 

house 
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house was knocked down by Michael Brew, Colonel Vandelenr’s agent, with 
seven or eight men ; I had six children at that time ; in all, eight in family. 
My husband and two of my children died since we were turned out. On mv 
solemn oath, I believe my husband and one of my children died froin actual 
want. My husband, and his father before him, always resided on the lands ot 
Monmore*” The rest of that deposition refers to another party. Upon sending 
for this woman and speaking to her, I then knew her history, and knew that 
there was not one single particle of truth in the deposition, and she then made 
-the following declaration. _ n * 

2039. Did she acknowledge having made the deposition before Captain Jven* 
jjedy She did ; she stated that she was the person who had been sent for, and 
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neuy l one UJU , one uiiuu oiiw vwo ~ - . p 

had gone to Captain Kennedy and had made that deposition. This is a copy 01 
her declaration ; the original was sent, forwarded by me, to the Poor-law Com- 
missioners: “ Johanna or Hanna Griffy, being examined, states that she is not 
a widow, that her husband is still alive; his name is Larry G^iny, and now 
lives on Enoch Monmore, under Mr. John Colpoys; her husband held a house 
and about five acres of land under Colonel Vandeleur at Monmore ; about three 
years ao'o he sold the interest in the house and land to Michael Sullivan and Jolm 
Sullivan for the sum of 40 /., half of which was paid in about a fortnight after 
possession was given over, and the remainder was paid in full m some time ; 
her house was not knocked down by Michael Brew, and is still standing aud 
occupied by Michael Sullivan ; if any person said that she swore that Michael 
Brew had knocked down her house it would not be true. She states that she 
had five children when she left Monmore; that one of them died, and she has 
four yet alive ; the one that died was going on two years of age, and was always 
delicate, but had enough to eat.” She was examined on oath by Captain Ken- 
nedy, and did not state anything different from her statement above. 

2040. Was she an Irishwoman? — She was an Irishwoman. 1 • rf 

2041. Did she give her evidence in Irish? — No; she spoke English inciix- 

ferently well ; I could understand her well. But she told nm she was examined 
in Irish, through Shannon. “ She knows no other Johanna Griffin in Monmore, 
or that was examined by Captain Kennedy ; and that when she heard that names 
of persons at Monmore were taken for Captain Kennedy, she thought it was to 
get clothes, for which reason she went to him.” , 1 r 1 

2042. Chamnan^ Did you get any account from her as to what she did 

swear before Captain Kennedy? — I have just read the deposition which is slated 
to be her deposition ; but the woman appeared to me to be a simple woman, 0 
verv good character. I know the woman well; and I know the whole particu- 
lars of the case. The house is not two miles from Kilrush, and stands upon the 
corner of the public road. r' ^ 

2043. Did she state to you what it was that she bad sworn before Captain 

Kennedy ?— She told me that she never said one single syllable of what is m the 
deposition ; she told me that she never could have stated what was written 
down by Shannon. , , , 

2044. But having said that she went to Captain Kennedy to niake some depo- 
sition, did you ask her what deposition she did make? — She is represented 0 
have made this deposition which I have just read, stating that she was a widow, 
and that her house was knocked down by ray under agent. 

2045. And then to you she denied that she had made that deposition . 

did ; she said she could not have made it, because there was not one single sy - 
lable of it true. , , . . 

0046 But did you ask her what deposition she did make, and went lor tne 
purpose of making ?— She said that she went for the purpose of getting clotftes ; 
she thought tliat clothes were being given out by Captain Kennedy. 

2047. In return for the deposition ?— That she went there, ^ 

then examined by Shannon, and this was the deposition taken , ^ 

a good deal written down ; that s!ie did not know what was written d , 

she was then asked to put her mark to it. , , ^ i]„ a\a 

2048. But did you ask her what the statement was that she actually 

to Shannon and Captain Kennedy ?— She told me that she had made no deposi- 
tion of the kind whatsoever. , ... oil.. /U/l 

2049. Did she tell you what was the nature of the 

make ?— Shannon asked her various questions referring 0 ^ 

ejected or not, and what had happened to her, and she auswere cannot 
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Oulond I camot say wliat Shaunon asted her ; all I can say is, that there is the depp- 
C. M. VaidcJcuT. sition n-hich was returned to the Poor-law Commissioners, and (diet eia tlm decla- 
ration made before a magistrate, which I know to he true myself. I know all the 

^ Juiy 1850* ■fQr>tc - 

2050 Lord Nms?i You know of your own knowledge the facts stated m that 
written declaration of Johanna Griffin to be true ?-I do. of my own knowledge 

2051 Mr C ietcis.] What is the general inference you draw trom that , do 
you think that is a sample of the cases reported by Captain Kennedy, or do you 
Consider it merely an exception to the general truth of them .'-No ; I will give 

YOU several Others, if you pl6ase. •(*> t • • * * * 

" 2052. Mr. MonselL'] Were there two Widow Griffins living on this estate r 

No • this is Widow Hannah Griffin. .. • t i 

2053. Lord JJaas.] Can you say of your own knowledge that this Johanna 
Griffin who came to you was the identical Johanna Griffin who made this de- 
position before Captain Kennedy ?-Sbe declared to me that she was the person 
who went to Captain Kennedy and made the deposition. 

20S4 Mr. Wlmsel^ Did not two Widow Griffins go to Captain Kennedy, 
and each make a deposition ?— I cannot tell you that. There is a.nother, Peggy 
Griffin, who also made a deposition ; they were both sent for, and both made a 

**'^2o*3S°Lord A'has.] Are there depositions from more than two Widow 
Griffins' i-I see there is a deposition from a Peggy Griffin here. 

2056. Is there a deposition there from another Johmna Griffin ?— N 0. 

2037 Mr. What was the nature of Peggy Griffin s examiuation ; they 

might be confounded ?-They could not be confounded Peggy Griffin swore, I 
am wife to Thomas Griffin ; we are now living at Monmore Bog, m a scalp. 
My husband is lying down ; Father Kelly went to prepare him this day. My 
husband was a tenant to Colonel Vandeleur and his father before him. 

"OsS Mr C Lewis:] Without going into those cases further, did Captain 
Kennedv, in his communication to the Poor-law Commissioners sustain the 
numerical statements he had originally made, or did he admit that there was 
any considerable error in them ?-Caplain Kennedy in his correspondence with 
the Poor-law Commissioners, stated, that it Colonel Vandeleur would show him 
where the errors were, lie was ready to correct them. My feeling was this: 
Captain Kennedy had made a public accusation against the landlords m my part 
of die country, and I conceived that any private letter of his to the Poor-law 
Commissioners correcting it would not answer the purpose. Captain Kennedy 
states in his letter to the Poor-law Commissioners : “HI have done Colonel 
Vandeleur an injustice as to the numerical number charged against him, I send 
the Poor-law Commissioners a supplementary list, which will fully make up the 
Ml number with which I have previously charged Colonel Vandeleur. I took 
the supplementary list, and the supplementary list contains as many errors as 
the original list. The supplementary list contains names that are in the printed 
list ; the first list. In one instance there are three people stated in the supple- 
mentary list, one on Moyarta, called Cornelius Creaton i lie left the estate in 
1844:; James Keane and John Keaue, who were at that time in possession ot 
their lands, and who are still in the possession of their lands. 

2050. Lord Naas.'] As well as their houses ?— As well as their houses. 

2060. Mr. a XeictV.] Did you state to the Poor-law Commissioners that, 

according to your view, there was an exaggeration to the extent of 500 persons 
in the number reported by Captain Kennedy to have been ejected upon your 
estate? — I did. . , , -u.- . n n 

2061. Did Captain Kennedy, when he transmitted the depositions to the Poor- 
law Commissioners, either acknowledge the justice of your statement, or deny it? 

— He denied it. , , . 1 tj l 

2062 To what extent did he deny it; did he deny it altogether, or did he 
deny it only in part?— He denied it generally; he said there might be soma 
inaccuracy, but that his general statements were correct. 

2063. Chairma7i.] And he produced in support of that general statement a 
number of depositions which he had taken, with a view of substantiating the 
detailed cases ?— He did : which depositions I find as incorrect as the original 
statement in many cases. 

2064. Mr. C. Zewis.] Did you make a second statement to the Poor-law 
Commissioners? — 1 did. 

2065. What 
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2o 6<; What was the nature of that second communication ?— Upon the second 
occasion I explained the nature of the different depositions which had been tahen •_ 

by Captain Kennedy, denying their accuracy ; and at the end I stated that I , 

tlmught I had justified myself sufficiently, and that I did not wish to pursue 

*°r 6 ™W^any further step taken by the Commissioners after the receipt of 
your letter ? — Not that I am aware of. . . t, i •» 

2067. Did the controversy end at that point ? It ended there. 

2068. Chairman.'] Are you aware that the whole of that correspondence is 
contained in these papers, presented to Parliament at the beginning of the Ses- 
sion ? — I am not aware, not having seen them. 

206q. Mr. C. Lewis.] I think you stated that the number of evictions in the 
union had increased since the commencement of tlie potato failure . To a very 

'“'foym'was the effect of the potato failure to dimmish the regularity of the 
payment of rent? — Undoubtedly. + 

^ 2071. Did the evictions mainly take place on account of non-payment ofient. 

— With very few exceptions. h d * 

2072 What was the process by which the ejectments took place ?— By two 
processes ; by what is termed civil bill ejectment, or by superior court ejectment ; 
by civil bill ejectment only one party could be included, but by the supeiior 
court ejectment you may include as many different parties as you please. 

2072 . Did the tenants in general leave their houses voluntarily, or was it 
necessary to resort to force in order to put them out?-I can speak m my own 
instance that there never was a policeman employed. ^ 

2074 Were the houses in general pulled down when the tenants went away . 
—In some cases they were; in others they were not; it depended entirely upon 
. the. size of the farm and upon the description of house. 

207t. What whs the general practice ?-In the cases of persons who may be 
denominated as squatters, that is, under-tenants upon the farms, their houses 
were generally taken away, removed ; but the houses of the othei tenants weie 
not. There is a circumstance which I think it right to explain, and one which 
increased and was the cause of much destitution, I may say, m that part ol 
the country; that was, the great difficulty of preventing subdivision of land ; 
it was almost impossible to prevent a tenant from bringing in under-tenants 
upon his land; if voii prevented him from building a second house, he would 
bnng them into his'own house, or into his out-offices ; therefore, when you came 
to elecute an ejectment against a man for non-payment of rent you frequently 
found there were three families in a house which was only intended toi one. 

2076 Lord Naas.] What was the general state of the land when those parties 
were ejected ?-The land was generally waste ; generally unproductive 

2077 i)o you think it would have remained waste if the persons had been left 
in their houses ?— The parties who were in ordinary cases ejected had no means 
of sowing it, or did not intend to sow it. Many parties overheld the possession, 
not intending to sow it. 

2078 Mr. C. Lewis.] Was ejectment a course necessary for tlie landlord to 

resort to for the good of the estate ?— It would have been utterly impossible that 
the country could have progressed, or that improvements could have been carried 
out, or that either rates or rent could have been paid in the union, if ejectments 
had not taken place. ■ 

207a. Was the landlord in general able or willing to give any assistance to 
the tenants who were ejected I— In some cases the landlords did, and in other 
cases they did not ; it depended in fact upon the particular case. 

2080. What was the general practice ; out of a given number of tenants, wouW 
you say that the majority received some compensation or assistance, or not. 

I may say this, that in a great many cases the party actually holding *= 
if he held mote than a mere cottier, that is, over an acre to an acre and a halt or 
two acres of land, in most instances had reserved funds; many of them “ad not 
paid rent for a year or two, intending to emigrate; and a considerable number 
of persons whom the landlords were obliged to eject had means m their pockete 
to emigrate, and did emigrate, and the under-tenants of those parties were ol 
course ordiaarily thrown upon the rates. 

2081. Out of the parties who were ejected in the course of the last few 
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Colonel in tie Kilrush Union, iave many emigi-ated across tie seas;— A considerable 

C. M. VandeleuT. number have. , . , r * f... ,, 

2082. Can YOU form any judgment as to the proportion f— I cannot toim any 

2 Julj 1850. idea as to the proportion ; that is, of parties who held moderately sized tarins. 

2o 8^. With regard to those who did not emigrate, what has in geneial 
become* of them ?— Some of those parties who did not emigrate have taken 
smaller farms; others have been utterly ruined, and have become paupers. 
There are other reasons besides the non-payment of rent to the landlord which 
broke down the tenants. There was a very large system of credit m our pai’t 01 
the country, which was in fact a very mischievous one, but it had existed tor 
years, a system of taking up money from the banks, or from usurers; and 
of course, when the potato famine came on, those parties were unable to meet 
their engagements, and that produced I believe as gmch poverty as any other 
cause in the union. A man took up, in fact, during the better times, credit m- 
this way : he passed bills as a fortune for his daughter ; others would pass 
1 O U’s'^for shares of boats; there would be a sort of joint-stock company 
among them ; there would be perhaps two or three concerned in a boat, and they 
would pass bills for the purchase of that boat : others would take up money for 
the purpose of providing seed for their ground; the crops failed, and of course 
they were iu a worse condition than they had previously been, a great deal. 

2084 Of the tenants who were ejected, what proportion would you say have 
been entirely broken down and have become mere paupers?— 1 could hardly 
form an opinion ; different parts of the country vary. 1 r 1 * 

20S5. Taking the whole of the union through ?— The number ot what may 
be termed actual tenants of the land, is not so great. • 

2086. Including all kinds of occupiers, what proportion of the occupiers ot 
land, both farmers and cottiers who were ejected, have become mere paupers 
and broken-down?— It is a very difficult question to answer. 

0087 Give the best judgment you can form; of course we do not expect 

statistical accuracy?— Speaking of the whole, that is, taking in cottiers and all 

persons of that class, I should say two-thirds. 

2088 Assuming that two-thirds of the ejected tenants have become paupers, 
can you describe to the Committee what their fate has been ; have they obtained, 
relief from the Board of Guardians ?— They have generally obtained relief from 

the Board of Guardians. . .u i 1 

2080. Does that statement apply both to the able-bodied and to the aged and 
the infirm ?- It does ; because a considerable number of the aged and the inhna 
held land. There was scarcely a man in our country that did not hold land 
previously to the potato famine. , , , • 

20QO. Lord iVaas.] In fact, there was no such class as a purely labouring 
class? ^There was no such class as a purely labouring class, except in the 

Mr. C. Letcis.] How have those persons who were ejected oeen housed 
how have they found dwellings ?— A vast number of them, I am sorry to say, 
have come into the different towns and villages. 

2092. Have they been taken in as lodgers ?— They have been taken in as 

How do they continue to pay for their lodgings ?— It must be either by 
giving a portion of their meal, or by some little work ; a day’s work now and 
then, or some trifling earnings. 

2094. Do you think the out-door pauper can continue to live upon the allow- 
ance of Indian meal which he gets from the guardians, when he has to deduct from 
that a sufficient portion to pay for his lodgings ? — They have continued to live'. 

2095. Chairman.] Have not the greater number of those who were able-bodied 
at the time they were ejected become infirm, and are they not receiving relief 
now under the first section of the Act as infirm paupers ? — Those persons who 
have become infirm, who were able-bodied, have become so generally by holding- 
out from coming into the workhouse ; the able-bodied class, when they are denied 
out-door relief, under the second section, remain out of the workhouse, in fact, 
until they are very nearly starved, and then they come in with a broken consti- 
tution, and constantly with dysentery. 

2096. Are there many of those who belong to the class who have been 
evicted? — Some may and some may not; those are ordinarily labourers and 
persons of that description, who had been holders of small portions of land. 

^ 2097. Mr. 
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•<OQ7 Mr C. Xeiois.] Have many persons made a sort of shelter or huts for 
themLlves, on the bogs or other places, without obtaining lodgings in cabins (— 

A good many have, but not at all to the extent that I have heard stated 

loo8. Are persons living in that condition in a very miserable plight ?-bonie 
of them are ; some of their huts are infinitely better than others. I have knowm 
an instance where a woman sold her house to a poor man, a cabin winch she had, 
and went and built a hut for herself. She sold her house first, went into the 
poorhouse, and then she came out and built a hut. I will refer here to one 
case, in which I am charged with an ejectment, which is something similai. 
There is a Bridget Linnane, whom I am put down here as having ejected j she is 
described as having been ejected by me, and her house levelled, hlie was a woman 
who for many years kept a stall on the side of the road just opposite to the house 
of Johanna Griffin, whose case was before you just now ; she kept an apple-stall, 
and what she built there was merely a little open shed ; I have seen it myself 
repeatedly. The woman appeared to me to be industrious, and I let her remain. 
But when I found that she was converting this place into a dwelling-house, that 
she was enlarging and enclosing it, I interfered and ordered it to be taken away , 
this was no ejectment, nor was there any legal process of any description; she 
was a trespasser upon the spot, and she lived with her sister, a Mrs. ,1 

1 remember; this is her deposition; “Widow Bridget Linnane, being duly 
sworn, states, I lived on the lands of Monmore, the property of Colonel Vande- 
leur ; I had no land, only a cabin in the bog ; 1 was turned out about two yems 
ago; it was Michael Brew, Colonel Vandeleur’s agent, who turned me out. He 
knocked down mv bouse with 10 men, and put me out by the road-side ; 1 had 
six children ; they all died but two before I was turned out ; I lived by the road- 
side at the ditch with my children for nine days and nights under it “J 

sister then took me in ; the sickness came into the house (fever), and 1 then left 
it and lived by the ditch for three days and three nights under a sedpeen, where 
I live still; I lost my health then, and have never had it since; I had a blister 
on me; 1 lived on the lands of Monmore for 30 years before my house was 
knocked down ; I never paid any rent for my cabin ; it was ‘ rent-free ; 1 was 
not served with any notice to quit.” To that Bridget Linnane states. The 
within-named Bridget Linnane declares before me that she never was possessed 
of house or lands from Colonel Vandeleur, but that she occ-asionally erected a 
shed on the road-side to sell apples.” 

20QQ. Was there much sickness and mortality amongst the class ot persons 
-who were ejected ?— Not that I am aware of. There was a great deal of ^ckness 
occurred in May 1849 , when fever, dysentery, and cholera prevailed. Cholera 
was exceedingly prevalent in the country at the time, and a vast number ot 
persons died during those few months. In a letter from Captain Kennedy, he 
suited to me at the time that he held inquiries upon 11 persons who died in the 
fields in one week. ^ , i j . 

2100. Is it your impression that the increase of ejectments led to oi 

things which produced increased sickness and mortality in the union Ihere 
cannot be a doubt about it. The number of persons who were I may say house- 
less, and the increase of ejectments of course causing persons to be crowded 
together occasionally in houses, would bring on sickness, as m the case ot those 
Doonbeg houses. . , , , 

2101 But from the facts which came under your observation, and happened 
within your own knowledge, do you think that the ejectments actually did pro- 
duce %hose effects?— I believe that the same effects were produced inaUthe 
unions in Ireland which were similarly circumstanced. I have no objection 
candidly to say, that I conceive that the state of affairs m Ireland at that time, 
caused by the potato failure, both in the Kilrush Union and in all the adjoining 
unions, produced an increased sickness and mortality. 

2102. But I want to ascertain, from your knowledge of the facts which 
occurred in the Kilrush Union, and from your own experience, whether you 
think that an increase of sickness and mortality was the result ot the jnere^ea 
number of ejectments during the last few years ? — I may say this, awe 
partie.1 are reduced down to pauperism, and are brought together in large 
numbers, of course additional sickness will be created.^ 

2103. Has there been a reduction in the population of the Jvilrusli Hnio 

since the beginning of the potato famine?— I believe there has, m common with 
alUther unions. ^ 2,04. -What 
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..04. What do you tHnk has been the 

in the first instance was this : previously to worst neriod we ever 

taken place, that is, in the winter of 1847, which was he ™ 

Viafl tfprp was very ereat sickness, dysentery, and fe^-er extremely prevaieni; 

classes • the small farming classes suffered equally with the P=i“P®ts. 

TioV Do v”u hink tlm present condition of the union is better ban its con- 
didon a few y^rs ago%-I?hink there is no doubt that the union is in a much 

““^t1r^e^t:neuC“y“u^ 

atr who are n^J now 

likely to improve t-l do; I think the state of things m the union is gradually 
improving, Ld it we are favoured this year with a to 

doJ^bt that the union will most materially improve. It 

■jav and perhaps it is kno-wn to those who live in the country y . -4i_, 

^umbSs of fee who are at present paupers in the union, and receiving either 
in-door or out-door relief, hold potato laud ; that is. they ® 

It I done now in this way : instead of holding directly from the landlords, 
Lse persons hold con-acres, or muckland It is wtthout the sanctton of the 
head landlord, but it is almost impossible for him to find it out. I know several 
instances myself, where it has come under my own knowledge, m which paides 
astog for rS have had one or two acres tilled and they look forward to be 
able to improve their condition after the ensuing harvest. 

2,08 According to the present scale of relief, are the occupiers generally able 
to pay tfafpoorlL without any serious difficulty ?-Many occupiers have been 
pkSffivLy serious difficulty indeed with reference to the payment of poor- 

rates, even where no rent has been asked from them. _ ^ 

2109. Is that the state of tilings at present, taking the union 
the state of things at present ; they are, up to the 

upon the proceeds of the harvest to pay their liabilities of <1 ^ent k^^ „ 

^2 no. Has the pressure of the poor-rates been severe upon the landlords with re 

spect to tenements under 4 1. i-lUias been particularly severe, especian^ 

^0111 Has the ohlig-ation upon the landlord to pay the rates with respect to 
small tenements been an additional 

where no rent was received ?— I think there cannot be a doubt of it, and that it is 
a ereat inducement to get rid of small tenants. I can state a particular instance 
withfegard to my own^opertyin the town of Kilrush ; there is one streetwhich 
is oocufied entirely by Latroen, fishermen, and labourers, who were ut °ne time 
in very comfortable circumstances ; I am sorry to say they have been decimated 

in difeent ways since; my f '’r "hi*" foVtl.Masf 

there are about 49 houses, and the poor-rates for which I am liable, foi the last 

vear, amounted to 22/. 12 5. , 

^ 2112. Mr. Clements.-] Will yon explain how that happens; do you mean that 
the valuation so far exceeded your rent as to produce that state of things (—My 
rent is from 3i. to 5s. for each house, according to the size of the house, grouud 
rent ; those houses are valued at from 2l. to 3/. each, and I am liable for the 
whole of the poor-rates, as being all rated umier 4/. 

21)2 Are you the immediate lessor of the houses ? — I am ; they have all been 
built subsequently to the Act of Parliament of 1843 ; those are all small houses ; 
there are no leases taken out of them, and I have never disturbed any one of 

*'’°2 nq^'aairman.] The houses were built by the parties who occupied them ? 
— The houses were built by the parties. _ 

2115. And the 3s. or 55. is the sum for ground rent which you charge tor the 

site of them ? — Exactly. „ , . a -nt 

2116. Mr. C.Lewis^ You do not take that as rent for the tenements ?—No_; 
the tenements belong to the parties, and it would be a very great hardship it 
I -were to raise the rent. I should be perfectly willing tu grant leases to every 
one of these houses, but granting leases would not save me from the poor- 

2117. Mr, 
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2117. Mr. Clementsr\ Were the houses built since the year 1843 ?— Yes, they 

Mr. C. Zewis.] Have the landlords been severe sufferers by the effects " j„,j.,85o. 

T>otato failure? — They have, very severe sufferers. 

21 IQ Do you think they will be able to survive the effects of that catastrophe ; 
will thCT retain their estates in a solvent condition?— I may say that, m many 

provided that this harvest is a plentiful one, because the lands have got *e 
hands of a better class of tenants. The last year was, I may say, the woist year 
we have known, for there was more land left waste and untenanted all through 
fte tunly ?han in any other year I am aware of. Tins g-.V^S^ete -as a re- 
action, a/d all that land became tenanted, not only m the Kilrush Union, but all 

*sfr'i.° 0 ’Bri«»i!] What caused that reaction ?— It appeared to me that 

there was more confidence in the people. , - on. . 

2122 How do you mean more confidence in the people .'—There was mo e 
confiLce in this Ly: the elected Boards of Guardians came into office, and 

*2127 Mr®Tz»ir.“lriinr the potato blight cease, either wholly 
or almost entirely, do you think that the state of the Kilrush Union 
Z better some yLs heLe than it was before the commencement of the potato 

^ one element of that improvement the 

^“ctn‘ ™Tr“rg:“ Ae Ltnt' of'itction s^nce 184 tf-I 
should^greTwUh M BouAe that it is about a fourth 1 do not think that he 
jSction has been so great as I at first supposed; from ridmg through the 
cfuZTyfrorn whaf I see at the different fairs and marke s 1 do not con- 
ceive that the reduction has been so great as was at first calculated. 

2126 Do you think that you have got able-bodied labourers enough 1 
in the union^to put it into a good state of cultivation?—! do; m general 
the svstem was, up to a late peAd, that the farmers employed farm seiwants 
md fabourers, and what threw so many persons upon us was, that the farmers 
dhl Iheir own work. Previously to the famine the farmers employed seitant 

r “cK ;,ir AS “ “ ? A-;z.t,5S 

a^kbolrer’s were all thrown upon us for support ; that was the case in our 
“2T27” Wh» think the condition of the union is inil™ving, 

irpr^es‘ 4 “ ^ditXrel-There are 

’“’2““o“TVatwoMd make upwards of 16.000 ^ f “ 

to ?te*sruJon Sally, and 

». — .1 .i.- V »■ 

0.52. “ 
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Colonel I conceive that the farmers and holders of land are now becoming well aware of 
C. M. VandeUur. the liability they incur by bringing in those small holders ; I think they have got 
a lesson which they will not forget for some time. 

a July 1850. 2133. You think that they have learned from experience the danger of 

a minute subdivision of the soil? — I think so; it is my impression. 

2134. Ckairvian.] Do you think they have learned the advantage that might 
accrue to themselves by improved cultivation of the district?— 1 conceive the 
cultivation is much better this spring than I had seen it for years; the land was 
tilled at an earlier period, and was better ploughed, and better laid down, and 
there is a very great increase of green crops, seeds, clover seeds, and so on. 

2135. Are the farmers giving any employment to that class whom you 
describe as being merely cottiers, and who are now destitute of land ? — The 
■farmers, for the reasons I have assigned, namely, the great scarcity of food, or 
at least the expense of food, having to purchase it, do not in general give much 
employment; and the wages they give are very inadequate; it is only to be 
hoped that the rate of wages will increase when matters improve. 

2136. Mr. C. Leiois.'} What is the present rate of wages of agricultural 
labourers in the Kilrush Union? — The ordinary wages, I believe, which the 
farmers were giving in the district was about 4 d. a day, with food ; they generally 
gave two meals a clay ; I only speak from hearsay, but i believe it to be the case. 

2137. What would be the value of the food ? — I could not exactly tell you. 

2138. What are the wages without food?— The wages without food were 
about 6 d. 

2139. Lord Naas.] What do you give yourself?— I give myself 10 d. a day ; 

I never reduced my own wages during the period of the famine. 

2140. Chairman.] Is it not a fact that during the last year or two many 
labourinff men might have been obtained to work for a farmer or any one else 
for their'Yood alone r— Many men will offer to go for their food alone; particu- 
larly single men. 

2141. Therefore you do not mean that the rate of wages now is id. or 6c?.? — 

I was speaking of during the time of putting down the crops ; when there were so 
many personslooking for employment in the union, a great many were delighted 
to o-et their food alone ; that is, the servant boys and servant girls. 

2142. Tlien in that case a man with a family would find it a hopeless thing 
to maintain them ?— A man with a family would find it exceedingly difficult, and 
in consequence we have had in the union an immense number of persons desert- 
ino- their wives; the number of deserted women and children in the w’orkhouse 
is extraordinary. 

2143. Do you mean that they deserted their wives and famiUes because they 
could not get employment at home, and went abroad to seek it? — They did not 
wish to go into the workhouse, and therefore they deserted their wives and 
families, and the wives and families then went into the workhouse. 

2144. Do you suppose they went to lead a life of industry elsewhere; to 
employ themselves ? — Frequently. 

2145. Mr. O'Flakeriy.] Was not it the case that the wages given were not 
sufficient to support the family of a man, and that therefore the female and 
vounger part of the family tried to get into the workhouse ? — Yes, that was con- 
stantly done; a great many of them went to Galway; Galway was a great 
desideratum with them, for the canal and railway works. 

2! 46. Mr. C. Lettis!] Has a considerable quantity of land been planted with 
potatoes this year? — A very large quantity; I do not think I ever saw so much 
land planted with potatoes, even before the famine. 

2147. Lord iVc/ax.] With regard to the small holdings, have they been 
planted with potatoes as generally as they were before the famine? — No ; but 
the labouring class of men, who do not hold land directly, now have planted 
potatoes on con-acre ground ; that, I find myself, has prevailed. 

21 48. Then there has been a revival of the con-acre system this year r — Yes ; 
I doubt whether it is advantageous to the country at large, but it certainly has 
been done, and there is no doubt it will relieve us considerably for the present. 

2149. But lias there been a revival of the con-acre system, do you think, this 
year? — There has. 

2150. Chairman.] Has there been any amount of employment given by the 
landlords in the permanent improvement of land, such as draining? — I under- 
stand Mr. Westley, Lord Conyngham, and Mr. Burton have given employment; 

but 
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but my district unfortunately is almost entirely non-resident ; except myself and 
Mr. Burton, there is scarcely a resident proprietor in it. But as the question has 
been asked, and as it was generally understood that there was very little labour 
there, I will state my own expenditure for the last five years upon labour alone. 
In 1846, for labour and tradesmen, I paid in wages 1,657 Z. ; in 1847 it was 
2,110/. j in 1848 it was 1,948/. ; in 1849 it was 1,914/. ; in 1860 it was 1,142/. 

2151. Is that in farming land on your own account, or in improvements on 
■your own estate ? — Both in improvement of land and farming on my own account, 
aud in improvements about the place and in the town. 



Veneris, 5^* die Juki, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

Mr. Cornewall Lewis. 

Mr. Shafto Adair. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. 

The Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 



Mr. Clements. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Sir William Somerville. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esa., in the Chair. 



Captain Arthur Edimrd Kennedy, called in; and further Examined. 



2152. Mr. C. Zetow.] IT is stated by Mr. Marcus Keane, under 1200 and 
1201, “On the properties which I name here a few evictions have taken place 
since then,” July 1849, “but not many.” Have you any remark t6 make upon 
that statement? — I can hand in a nominal return of 64 houses levelled upon one 
property alone at the end of February or the beginning of March in this year. 

21,53. Lord Naas.] What property is that? — Mr. M'Donneil’s property. I 
do not know the number of families, but putting five to each house it would 
amount to 320 persons on one property alone. , 

[The same was delivered in, and is as follows .•) 



LIST of Houses levelled on Mr. M'Donnell’s Property ; Mr. Marcus Keane, Agent. About 
March 1850. 



Lisheen Townland. 

1. Thomas Lillis. 

2. John rianrahan, jun. 

3. John Hanrahan, sen. 

4. Martin Collins. 

6. Patt Collins. 

6. John Shea. 

7. Patt Lynch, 

8. Mary Gorman. 

9. John Covbet. 

10. ' Widow Mary Kelly. 

11. Patt Keating. 

3 2. Margaret Gorman, 
widow. 

13. Darby Lynch. 

14. Robert M'Mahon. 

Donoughboy. 

16. James Holland. 

16. James Hogan. 

17. Thomas Purtell. 

18. Widow Mary Collins. 

19. Michael Collins. 

20. Michael Holahan. 

21. .Widow Mary Kealy, 

64 houses at 5 each, 320 



22. Patt Woods. 

23. Bridget Keane. 

24. Mich. M'Grath. , 

Crossleg. 

26. John Costello. 

26. Widow Killeen. 

27. Bridg. Woonan, widow. 

28. Widow M'Donnell. 

29- Widow M'Mahon. 

30. Daniel Scanlan. 

31. James Scanlan. 

32. Thos. Cuningham. 

Lisgareen. 

33. Michael Mahony. 

34. Bridget Galvin, widow. 

35. Patt M'Grath. 

36. Simon Goucan. 

87. Fras. Tcylor. 

38. Bryan itelly. 

39. Michael Belian, 

40. John Coorney. 

•41. Simon Collins. 

42. Patt Mahony. 
ucted from four townlands or 



43. Thomas Holahin. 

44. Widow J. Forhan. 

45. Biddy Blackall, 

48. James Collins. 

47. John Sullivan. 

48. John M'Therney. 

49. Tim Gorman. 

50. Widow J. Smith. 

61. Widow Dee. 

Emlagh. 

62. Widow Stacke. 

53. Simon Mahony. 

64. Patt O’Donndl. 

56. Jane Carnole. 

66. Patt Dwyre. 

57. Peter NiLll. 

68. Cathen Gorman. 

69. Widow Mahony. 

60. Jane Nihil. 

61. John Scanlan. 

62. Simon Carsole. 

63. Patt Carsole. 

64. Widow Morgan. 

one property in March last. 



2154. Have evictions continued upon other properties during the 

same period ? — They have. 

0.52. u 3 3155- Lord 
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Captain 21 55. Lord iVctas.] Is Mr. Keane agent for that property? — He was agent 

A. E, Kennedy, for that property when those evictions took place. I can also produce lists, 

■ — which are certified to me by the relieving officers, of upwards of 600 persons 

5 July 1S50. evicted on other properties since the date of this report, under Mr. Keanes 

management. 

2156. Mr. S. Adair^ Will you be kind enough to turn to Question 922, in 
which you are asked, “ Can you tell me what is the largest number of houses that 
you have ever known thrown down in any one day within the union on the same 
townland?” I observe you state about 54 houses?— Yes. 

2157. But 1 understood you to state just now that it was 64? — Yes ; this is a 
separate case altogether, and on a different property. 

2158. But it appears that the number you assign to the families in this answer 
corresponds to the number you assign to the families in the other answer ?— Yes. 

2159. Then you apply a larger number to each of those families in the former 
case than you do to the one of which you have just spoken r — In the case referred 
to in 922, 1 took an accurate account of the numbers of persons comprised in those 
families ; but in the case I have now adduced of 64 houses, I did not count the 
families, but I computed them at five to each house. 

2160. Lewis.] At Question 1219, Mr. Keane is asked, ‘‘ Have you any 
list, or can you give the Committee an idea, of the number of houses you have 
pulled down in the Kilrush Union ?— No, I cannot.” Do you wish to make any 
remark upon that answer?— I can satisfy the Committee, on the sworn testimony 
of the relieving officer of the district, that 26 houses were levelled on the single 
townland of Dromellohy, that 20 houses were levelled upon the townland of 
Kilfeeragh, and that 60 houses were levelled on the townland of Tullybrack. 
These facts are deposed to, on oath, by the relieving officers of the respective 
districts, who will verify these statements if required. 

2161. Lord jVhas.j When were those houses knocked down? They are 
included in the printed eviction lists ; I cannot give the exact date, but they were 
within that period. 

2162. Then those houses are included in the printed returns; but the houses 
which you alluded to before were not in the printed returns ? — They were not. ^ I 
can show that in the townland of Kilfeeragh not one single house of the 20 families 
who were evicted was left standing. 

2163. Chairman,] Did those evictions take place, all of them, on property 
managed by Mr. Keane ? — They did. 

2104, Lord But you cannot tell when this was done ? — I cannot tell 

the exact dates of the houses being levelled, but I can give the period within which 
it occurred. 

2165. Whatperiod? — It was between February 1848 and July 1849. 

2166. Did all those bouses appear in the printed report ?— Those that I have 
last stated did. 

2167. Do you know whether those houses were levelled by order of Mr. 
Keane? — I will, if the Committee will allow me, read the relieving officer’s sworn 
evidence upon that point, which was the information upon which I ground my 
statement. 

2168. Do so, if you please? — “Mr. Terence O’Brien, relieving officer, being 
duly sworn, states ; I have read the list of 20 families evicted, at page 27, at 
Kilfeeragh. Those lands are in my district. The numbers named in the margin 
were evicted. The following persons, not named in that list, were also evicted, 
namely, Martin Costello, Michael Martin Costelloe (Daniel), Tom Collins, Tom 
Galvin, Kate Purtill, Michael Nash, John M'Lunny, Mary Fitzgerald; num- 
bering 66 persons. These were left in their houses, as ‘ caretakers,’ at 1 d. per 
month, but liable to be turned out without warning. The whole of those named, 
as well as those numbered in the margin, are on relief, with the exception of one 
person (No. 14). The following persons, not contained in the list at page 37, 
have been evicted from the same lands, and their houses levelled, namely, John 
Holohaii, Michael Halpin, Tom Kelly, Michael Keane, sen., and John Halpin, all 
on relief. The houses of the whole of those numbered in the margin, from \ to 
20, have been levelled, without exception; the whole are on relief. No. 20, 
John Shannon, resided on the lands of ‘ Tarmon,’ adjoining Kilfeeragh. 
Michael Callaghan (not contained in the printed list) was evicted from the lands 
of Kilfeeragh, and is now living in the village of Kilkee ; his wife and two 
children di^ since he was turned out.” There are four or five other depositions 

to 
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to corroborate these, if required ; and I will put in a copy of this evidence if the- 
Committee desire it. . 

2169. When was this deposition taken ? — This deposition was taken by me on 
the 26th of July 1849. 

2170. Where was it taken? — That I cannot positively state. I took those 
depositions at various places ; I was about very nearly a month in taking the 
whole. It was in answer to a petition .of Mr. Keane, vvhich I was called upon to 
reply to. 

2171. Was it by desire of the Commissioners that you took down those deposi- 
tions ? — It was. There were 20 houses, the inhabitants of which were evicted; 
those 20 houses were levelled; but in addition to those, there being only 20 con- 
tained in the printed list, the relieving officer swore that there were 66 in 
addition to the printed list, but who w'ere left in their houses as caretakers. 

2172. Do you know who.se tenants those persons in Kilfeeragh were?-— 
Kilfeeragh is the property of the Marquis of Conyngham. 

2173. Do you know whether they were the direct tenants of the Marquis of 
Conyngham, or whether they were tenants of middlemen ? — I do not know. 

2174. Do you know by what process they were evicted? — It i.s given to me in 
sworn evidence that those parties gave up their lands, and that relief was then 
withheld, or a certificate of their having given up their lands was withheld, till 
their houses were likewise knocked down ; that is sworn to by some of the paities 
themselves, and corroborated by the relieving officer. 

2175. Will you have the kindness to read the staiemenl if you please Den- 
nis M'Carthy (No. 16, page 37), being duly sworn, states : I have heard the names, 
commencing with Dennis M'Mahon, read ; I lived on the lands of Kilfeeragh ; I 
had a house and an acre of land there, Marcus Keane, agent ; I was put out 
about 1 months ago ; I could get no relief till my house was tumbled ; Marcus 
Keane’s man, J ames Russell, was there ; they would not allow me to sleep a single 
ni«ht on the farm, though my wife was sick; I got 2 1. compensation, ana a ticket 
for meal to the relieving officer; ‘ Tom Honan * would give me no relief till I gave 
his Uncle Tom Honan 7s. 6d of the money I got; he wdi knew 1 got the 
money ; Honan, I believe, was acting for Mr. Keane, and would give me no relief 
till I tumbled the house. The following persons were turned out at the same 
time.” He goes on to state that they could get no relief from Honan, the reliev 
ing officer, till they tumbled their houses. 

2176. When was that taken?— It was taken on the 28th of July 1849. 

2177. By whom ? — Byrne. 

2178. Mr. C. Zewis.l Did Mr. Keane’s bailiff make any statement to you 
with respect to the orders which he received, relative to tenants who gave shelter 
to an evicted family ?— Mr. Keane’s bailiff stated to me, in reference, not to the 
evictions which I immediately speak of here, but to other ev.ct.ons, tlwt h.s ordei's 
■were to distrain any tenants tor the hanging gale ot rent, who gave shelter to any 

person evicted from the townland. ,, t/ 1 jot 

2179. Lord I^aas.] Do you suppose those were Mr. Keanes orders? — ! 
believe they were, for it is usual throughout the union to do that. 

2180 Mr. C. lewis,] Mr. Keane is asked, at 1306, “ Do you not suppose that 
though names are introduced here by mistake, of partieg whose houses have not 
been levelled, and who are still in possession of them, there are, on the other 

hand, many persons who have been evicted upon those propert.es tl, a are not 

put clown in this list ?” The answer is, “ Not one in the K.hush Union that l am 
aware of.’’ Do you wish to say anything upon that answer .—I wish to state th 
it can be proved by the relieving officers and other parties and I am m » P®>“" 
to know, myself, to a great extent, that many thousands have been ^ 

are not contained in those lists. Those I have already enumerated as having 



been ejected by Mr. Keane are not contained in those lists, for example. 



een eiectea oy mr. jveone aie uui , - ^ mWr 

2 l8t. Lord Veras.] That is, on Mr. M'Donnells property ?-Tes, hod others, 
2182. Mr.C.Zems.] Will yon now refer to > 3=° J Mr. Keane is ask^ 

, can give to the Committee any instance of statements which are “j' 
mislead, and he refers to a letter from the vice-guardians to e om some 

which they describe certain proceedings of landlords against tenants, “ 
statement of Captain Kennedy, and Mr. K-eane adds that he has. ‘ reason to 



believe that the 'lists up to thLt time did comprise all, and 

the whefe, and that the reader wou^d 'f. 



exaggeration in the whole, ana tnat me reauci "vu.,. 

asteay as to the facts by reading the book.” Do you wish to make any remark 
0.52. c 4 
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Captain upon that answer ? — I can state, in reference to that reply, that I believe the vice- 
A. E,:Kenvedy. guardians’ statement to be substantially correct, and I can put in a printed paper, 

I signed “Henry Keane,” illustrating the system of voluntary surrender, which is 
5 July 1850. as follows:— ' 

Compensation for Voluntary Surrender. 

No. 48. 

Whereas John Corbet, of Lisheen, has proposed lo surrender his holding and premises 
at Lisheen for the sum of 5 s., which has been promised him, if the complete possession 
thereof be given up to his landlord, John M'Donnell, on or before the 24th February 1850. 

Entered, Henry Keane. 

I, as one of the bailiffs of the above estate, do certify, that the complete possession of the 
above-mentioned land and premises has been given up to me, and that the above-named 
person has ceased to reside upon or occupy any portion of the said estate, since 
185 . 

Countersigned Bailiff, 

2183. Lord Haas.] Who is Henry Keaue? — He is the brother of Mr. Marcus 
Keane, and acts for him ; this Paper purports to be a conjpensation for the 
voluntary surrender by John Corbett of his house, for the consideration of 5 ; 

John Corbet states and deposes on oath that he never made any voluntary sur- 
render. Probably the Committee will allow me to read the statement ; it will put 
the matter in a clearer light than I can do by explanation : “The statement of 
John Corbet : ‘ I lived at Dislieen, on the property of Mr. M'Donnell ; Mr. Marcus 
Keane was the agent; I latterly held but four acres of bog; I built the cabin 
myself, and lived there for seven years ; I never was called upon to pay any rent 
by Mr. Frank O’Donnell, the former agent, for the bog; I reclaimed it and drained 
it myself ; I never made any proposal to surrender my house and holding (as 
stated in the paper produced) for 55. j I would not have given it up for 3/., as my old 
mother-in-law has been bedridden for 12 months, and was unable to be removed. 
Mr. Henry Keane and some men knocked down my house on Thursday last, the 
21st February 1850 ; they had tumbled a part of the house, when a man carried 
out my mother-in-law and shook a little straw over her by the ditch ; they broke 
almost all my little furniture; they are lying under the straw and timber of the 
roof still ; I received the paper produced from Pat. Roughan, the uncler-agent, for 
the purpose of getting the driver to put his signature, and I would then receive 
5^. ; I refused to sign it, and retained the paper ; I made no voluntary surrender 
of ray bouse and land ; I would not have given it up if they had not turned me 
out forcibly and knocked down my house j I am since living under a few sticks 
by the ditch side.’ 

■2 1 84. Chair 7 nan.'] You produce this as an instance of the cases referred to in 
that answer by Mr. Keane as instances in which parties voluntarily surrendered 
their houses and received compensation ? — do. I can also adduce other cases 
of the same kind if required. 

2185. Mr. S. Adair.'] With regard to your answer as to Question 1306, I 
understood you to slate that you knew many thousand.s to have been evicted in 
addition to those named in the lists. Will you explain to the Committee by 
what process you have informed yourself that many thousands were evicted, 
beyond those named in the lists? — The eviction notices served upon the relieving 
officers, which 1 hold in my hand, and from the statements of the relieving 
officers themselves. 

2186. In fact, on documentary evidence? — On documentary evidence. 

2187. Can you give an approximate number as to the thousands who have been 
evicted ? — I believe the number, as accurately as 1 can ascertain it, to be between 
16,000 and 19,000. 

2188. Mr. C. Letch.] In many of those cases were not the persons who were 
served with notice, or against whom actions of ejectment were commenced, per- 
mitted to remain in the occupation of their houses? — Several; in many instances 
as caretakers. 

2189. In a considerable proportion of the instances was not that the case? — In 
a considerable proportion. I should say that in the cases of eviction where the 
land was taken up, probably three-fourths had their houses levelled, and one- 
fourth probably were allowed to remain in as caretakers. 

2igo. Did you receive instructions from the Commissioners to make inquiries 
into the accuracy of the lists of evicted tenants which you sent up to them ? — I did , 

aigi. Will 
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2191. Will vou describe to the Committee what the instructions were which you Captain 
received in respect of the inquiry which you were to institute ? — When those lists ErKenneii/. 

were printed their accuracy were questioned by Mr. Keane in a petition presented 

to the House of Cormnons. 5 July 1850. 

2192. What were the instructions which you received as to the inquiry which 
yon were to institute? — I did not receive then any definite instructions as to the 
inquiry. I was called upon for my defence upon Mr. Keane’s petition. 

2793. Did you receive any instructions from the Commissioners to institute: 
an inquiry upon oath ? — I had on a former occasion received instructions to con-, 
duct these inquiries upon oath where it was necessary. 

2194, Did you receive any instructions from the Commissioners to institute any 
inquiry upon oath into the facts with respect to the ejected tenants? — Not in thi* 
particular instance. 

219.5. Do you consider tiiat you have by law an authority to take evidence 
upon oath in such a matter? — Clearly, when referred to me. 

2196. You think that the Act of Parliament empowers you to administer an 
oath in such a matter? — I think so, being connected with the administration of 
the poor law. 

2197. Mv. Monsell.'] As an inspector under the poor law?— Yes. 

219b. Mr. C. Lewis.] You think that the question of the ejected tenants pro- 
perly related to the administration of the poor law ?— I think that it bore upon it 
ill this way : that those parties were stated by me to have become chargeable to 
tile rates, and that the poor-law machinery was swamped by those excessive 
evictions, and in that way I think it became connected with the poor law to such 
an extent as to render it a part of my duty to inquire into it, and get the best 
information I could. 

2199. Do you ttiink you can put so wide a construction upon the Act of 
Parliament as to assume that you have power to take evidence upon oath, upon 
any subject which leads indirectl3" to pauperism r — No, I could not go that length ; 
nor would I have done so in this instance if it had not been especially referred 
to me. 

2200. Mr. Monsell.] But have not the Commissioners in other instances 
desired you to take evidence upon oath? — They have. 

2201. Did they not instruct you to take evidence upon oath, with reference to 
certain statements which you had made, and which had been contradicted, as to 
the evictions of tenants? — I was so directed; I have so stated in answer to 
Question 1 040. 

2202. Mr. C. Lewis.] Did you give any notice to the parties concerned that 
you were about to hold an inquiry of this sort? — The only party* as J conceive, 
concerned was Mr. Keane ; and Mr. Keane was not residing within the union. 

2203. Was it your haliit to give notice to the landlord, or to his agent, when 
you held inquiries upon oatli, with respect to the ejectment of tenants ?-^It w^s 
not, generally speaking; but I never did so unless on special reference from the 
Poor-law Commissioners. 

• 2204. Was any person present when you took this evidence ? — Almost inva- 
riably. 

2205. What persons were present ; I do not mean the individuals, but the 
class of persons ? — There was either a clerk or some person of respectability present 
at the time ; generally some persons in the neighbourhood, who have enabled me, 
from their local information, to conduct the inquiry. 

2206. In general was there some person present who represented the interest 
of the landlord ?—No. 

2207. Were many of the witnesses Irish witnesses ? — Not many. 

2208. Was the evidence of the majority taken in English? — The evidence of 
the majority was taken in English, and taken down by myself personally, every 
syllable. 

220g’. With regard to the Irish witnesses, upon whom did you rely as an inter- 
preter ? — With regard to the Irish witnesses I generally swore some person present, 
who knew Irish well, to interpret the Irish truly, and they did so. 

2210. Mr. Fagan^ Do you remember the case of the widow Griffin ? — I do. 

2211. Was she an Irish witness ? — She was. 

2212. Her evidence was taken in Irish ? — It was. 

2213. Were yon present when Colonel Vandeleur gave his evidence with refer- 
ence to her case ? — I was. 

0.52. ■ X ' 2314. Are 
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. ;2214. Are you prepared to explain how it is that it seems on the evidence of 

A. E. S-ermtiy^ Colonel Vandeleur that the Widow Griffin made a deposition before you quite 

: ) contrary to the deposition which she subsequently made before Colonel V andeleu r, 

5 July 1850. as before a magistrate; can you explain that? — 1 can. There were two widow 

Griffins upon these same lands, but it is my belief that the widow Griffin Colonel 
Vandeleur speaks of did state to a certain extent what was untrue to me, and 
Colonel Vandeleur brought that under my notice, and I offered immediately upon 
his doing so to give him any and every assistance I could in prosecuting this 
woman for peijury ; that I would prove what she had stated to me, and that she 
had stated it and sworn to it after having been duly read over to her. I offered 
to give Colonel Vandeleur any and every assistance in prosecuting this woman for 
perjury ; he did not, however, call upon me to do so, but this woman was subse- 
quently invited to make a counter statement before a magistrate in the neigh-, 
bourhood. 

2215. Mr. Monsell.'] By whom ? — I presume by Colonel Vandeleur, or by liis 
orders. 

2216. Mr. C. Leiois^ Was the Widow Griffin whom you examined, and the 
Widow Griffin whom Colonel Vandeleur- examiued, the same person ? — I am not 
prepared to state that ; I do not know that they were the same person, except 
from Colonel Vandeleur’s statement. 

221 7. What is your belief upon the subject ; do you think they were different 
persons, or the same person ? — I really am not prepared to say,- from the steps 
that were taken to invite counter statements from parties who had made depo- 
sitions to me, and the pressure that was brought to bear upon them for having made 

' those statements to me, I would be unwilling to make any statement about that, 
unless I knew it of my own knowledge. 

2218. You did not see the woman afterwards? — I did not. 

2219. Chairman^ But supposing that you were misinformed by false evidence 
on this, and perhaps on some other occasions, would that fact, if it was proved 
to you, affect, in your opinion, the material truth of tiie statements which you 
have made as to the enormous amount of evictions which did actually occur in 
the union, and the vast number of persons who have been left houseless within 
it ? — Certainly not ; there must in any inquiry of that sort, particularly in the 
county of Clare, be a certain amount of untruth ; it is impossible to avoid it. 

2220. Sir L. O'Brien^ What appeared to you to be the cause of those eject- 
ments ?— I have before slated. I believe almost invariably the non-payment of 
rent, though instances have been given to me, and I can produce evidence of such, 
where it was stated that there was no rent due. Probably that arose from consoli- 
dating the farms, and putting certain parties out, which 1 believe was the case. 

2221. But though the non-payment of rent might have made it 
desirable to remove the tenant from the land, would that render it necessary that 
the house, which the individual himself probably, in most instances, had built, 
should be pulled down, and that he should be ttjiown houseless upon the world ? 
— I think not. My only object in noticing the matter was its being so embar- 
rassing to the working of the poor law, when immense numbers of persons 
became houseless for whom there was no room anywhere ; it was almost impos- 
sible to bouse them in the workhouse. 

2222. And the consequence of levelling the houses during one or two winters 
has been, in your opinion, greatly destructive to life ? — It greatly induced disease 
and death. I think that cannot be doubted. 

2223. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] Had you much difficulty in obtaining 
evidence on account of the fear or intimidation ; were witnesses reluctant to give 
evidence from fear of the consequences of it r — I had two witnesses on this inquiry 
stated that to me on oath, one of them being the relieving officer of the district, 
who said that he was personally threatened, while collecting information upon 
the subject, by persons in the employment of the agent upon the property. 

2224. Is that in writing? — It is in writing. 

2225. Sir X. 0 *Brien.] What is the name of that relieving officer ? — Gorman. 

2226. The Earl of Arundel and Surrey^ Will you read that part, if you 
please? — “There is great difficulty at arriving at any accurate information in 
this district, owing to the number of sub-agents, drivers, and bailiffs, employed 
there locally by Mr. Keane, who exercises great influence in that locality.” 

■ 2227. Sir L. O'Brkn.] What is the Christian name of that Gorman ?— Daniel. 
He. says, “ 1 found considerable difficulty and unwillingness to afford me any' 

information 
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information on this property. Mr. Marcus Keane, the agent, has been over it c^ptam 
within a few days. One of his men threatened violence to the overseer and myself A. E. Keitne^. 
when we were making inquiries.” I may stale generally, that I know of my own — ' ■ ■ ■ 

personal knowledge that that is the fact, that it is almost impossible to arrive at 5 July 1850. 

information in such cases. 

2228. On what property is that? — This was in the district of Moyarta. 

2229. Was it Gorman wlio furnished you with the number of evictions upon 
tlmt property in Moyarta ? — He did not ; it was his predecessor, and he went sub- 
sequently to verify that list when Mr. Keane’s petition was referred to me. 

2230. i)id he verify it? — He did venfy it to a certain extent; there were 
undoubtedly errors in the numbers, and errors which I was quite ready to admit, 
and which were admitted in the evidence a year ago, when Mr. Keane presented 
the petition and it was brought under my notice. ’ I inquired, and found many 
errors; that the headings w'ere inaccurate, and such errors as houses being 
levelled when the houses were not levelled, and all this I admitted at least a 
twelvemonth ago, to the Poor-law Copimissioners, in the sworn evidence sent up ; 
but the return is substantially, I believe, to this moment correct. 

2231. Mv. Fagan.'] You mean the printed return? — The printed return; I 
believe it is substantially correct, though there are many errors in it ; at one time, 
as I have shown by one relieving officer’s testimony, in one townland 66 persons 
beyond the number stated were evicted. 

2232. Are you acquainted with the relieving officers of the district ? — I am. 

2233. Are they trustworthy? — I think so, undoubtedly. I wish to add, 
having made an explanation about the errors in these evictions, that prior to 
niy going to the union there was a petition adopted by the Kilrush Board of 
Guardians, presented to the House of Commons, in which there are the follow- 
ing passages. “ Your petitioners confidently assure your Honourable House, 
that the cruel heartless system of wholesale eviction and depopulation prac- 
tised through different parts of this country is well calculated to shock the 
feelings of the generous and well-disposed; that the crowds of human beings so 
unleeliiigly thrown, without means of subsistence, on the charity of their more 
fortunate neighbours, imposes on them obligations that high rents, heavy taxes, 
and their other necessities, render them very badly able to discharge. Yoiir 
petitioners humbly implore of your Honourable House to enact such a landlord 
and tenant law as will extend to tenants at will, and those who derive, under 
tei minable leases, such real interest in their holdings as will oblige landlords to make 
them ample compensation for all the permanent improvements they make on their 
different occupancies, or else establish a tenant right, whereby they cannot be dispos- 
sessed as long as they pay their rents regularly. Your petitioners unhesitatingly 
assert tljat in every instance the agrarian disturbances, and frightful murders, that 
have of late desecrated this country, could be distinctly traced to the anomalous 
position of landlord and tenant.” That petition was adopted by the Kilrush 
Board of Guardians, and presented to this House before I took charge of the 
union, and appears on the minutes. 

2234. Chairman.'] When you took charge of the union you found the evictions 
increasing and materially interfering with the action of the poor law ? — Materially 
embarrassing. the working of the poor law. 

2235. And in consequence you found it necessary to pay some attention to those 
facts, and to report upon them to the Commissioners from lime to time? — That 
was my sole object in directing my attention to the evictions. 

2236. Mr. C. Lems^ In reference to the Questions 1654 to 1706, of Colonel 

Vandeleur’s evidence, will you state what proportion of the rate of 15,000/., 
which was struck by the old Board of elected Guardians, was collected: before 
they went out of office ?— There was not one-half of the rate collected before they 
went out of office. . r j. 

2237. Was the old Board forced to apply to the treasurer for a loan before the 

second half of the rate was collected ?— They were. . 

2238. Was the want of funds alleged by the Commissioners asone ot the 
causes for dismissing the old Board of elected Guardians ? — The non-oollection 
of the rate, or not providing funds. 

2239. Did the vice-guardians, when they went out of office, leave an arrear ot 

uncollected rate?— The viee-guardians, on going out of office, , left upwards ot 
4,000 1 . of the current rate uncollected, but the greater proportion ot that has 
been since collected by the present Board. Wi 

0.52. * ^ 
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2240. Mr. How much? — I should say probably the present Board 

have collected upwards of 3,000/. since they came into office of that rate which 
.was stated to be an arrear. ^ 

2241. And the arrear at the lime they came in was upwards of 4,000 /.? — I could 
not call it an arrear; it was outstanding rate; the rate in process of collection. 
The vice-guardians had up to the day of their going out of office collected nearly 
500 /. a week for some weeks. 

2242. Did you not then state, as one of the reasons why the guardians should 
make an immediate rate, that 2,000/. of that 4,000/. was uncoU'ectable ?— It was 
my opinion tliat it would not bs iniuiediafely available. 

2243. Of that 2,000/. what has been collected ?— There is still upwards of 
2,000 /. outstanding, but the original amount left uncollected by the vice-guardiaus 
was over 4,000/. 

2244. And you stated that 2,ooo/. of that was uncollectable? — Not imme- 
diately available. I do not think I said uncollectable, but not immediately 
available. 

224,>^ In point of fact, it has been since collected to the amount of within 
1,000/, ?— I think at this moment there are two thousand odd hundred pounds 
outstanding of that rate, and still in process of collection. 

2246. Do you mean 2,000/. of the old rate?— The old rate still outstanding. 
I can give the accurate figures if you desire it. 

2247. Mr. C. Lewis^ Did the new elected guardians allow the treasurer to stop 
a larger sum weekly from the remittances than he was entitled to do ? — They did, as 
I stated on the first day of their meeting. I may explain that transaction thus : the 
vice-guardians at one period were very much pressed for want of funds ; they had 
no funds to buy food, and they applied to the treasurer for permission to overdraw 
their account to the extent of 2,000/., on the understanding tliat they were to 
repay that 2,000 /. by instalments of 200 /. per week at the expiration of a certain 
period, which period was immediately prior to the coming in of the elected Board ; 
but they never drew up to the amount of their credit of 2,000 /. When the 
elected guardians came in the treasurer impounded the whole of the monies that 
'had been collected during the week, conceiving that he was entitled to repay him- 
self by any amount that was lodged from the collection, whereas it was my opinion 
that he was only justified in repaying himself by instalments of 200/. a week. 
I stated that distinctly to the Board on the first day of meeting', and explained it 
to them, and stated my belief that their treasurer had acted unjustifiably in 
impounding those monies. The Board, hoM'^ever, look no steps, and have never 
come to any arrangement about the payment of that debt to this day. 

2248. Did the new elected guardians retard the collection of the rate by 
reducing the poundage of the old collectors, and advertising for new collectors at 
the reduced poundage? — ^The elected guardians, when they came into office, 
I think on their first or second meeting, advertised for new collectors. 1 think 
for 13 rate collectors, whereas there had formerly been but five. There was 
no poundage named, but it was slated and discussed in the board-room ; and 
it was the general opinion that the allowance should not exceed 4^. in the 
pound, whereas the poundage which the collectors had prior to that was is. 
in the pound ; and it is my opinion that the advertisement and that statement 
influenced the collection and retarded it. A reference to Q. 262 will show 
that one of the best collectors in the union deposed to that fact upon oath. 
He stales, “ I was rate collector for the electoral division of Kilrush when the 
board of Guardians took office, on the 1st November 1840, at the time the 
advertisement appeared for new rate collectors throughout the union. I had 43 
persons summoned for arrears of rates; only six of these paid me. I have no 
doubt that the advertisement and expectation of a new collector, and getting more 
time, deterred many from paying me, both those who were summoned and those 
who were not: many told me so. I was five years a collector in the union. I 
could not drag a penny from the ratepayers after the advertisement appeared; I 
ican therefore have no doubt that the proposed appointment of new collectors 
influenced the collection in my district It was publicly reported through the 
parish that there would be a new collector before the advertisement appeared.” 

2249. Sir L. 0 Brkn.'] Do you take the deposition of this man who was him- 
self so mach interested in this matter? — He was not interested that I am aware of ; 
certainly 1 do not see in what way. 
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■2250. In retain'mg the whole collection ? — This was a long lime subsequent to 
that ; the man was out of office at this lime. 

2251. Mr. Clfments."] Do you think you were justified, in the exercise of your 
office, in taking a deposition upon oath of an officer respecting the administration 
of the law in the union ? — Yes ; because this matter was specially referred to me 
by the Poor-law Commissioners, as you will see if you refer to Q. 262. it was 
not a matter of opinion, it was a matter of fact ; the guardians stated that there 
were certain reasons for retarding the collection ; I slated that there were other 
reasons, and when the Poor-law Commissioners referred the matter to me, I took 
the man’s deposition thereon. 



2252. Sir L. O'SHen."] Had he not been one of the old collectors ? — He was. 
Was not he eivintr vou evidence of an interested character ? — I think not. 



2253. Was not he giving you evidence of a 

2254. Mr. Monsell.'] Had not he given up his office? — I believe he was out 
of office at this time ; he would not accept 4^. in the pound, and resigned his 
office. 

2255. Mr. C. Lewis.] Do not you think it possible that he might have been 
dissatisfied wilh measures which caused him to lose his office? -Several other 
collect'irs staled the same thing. I have their statements in writing. 

225G. Sir li. Ferguson.] Had they lost their offices, or had their poundage 
reduced ?— They had their poundage reduced from i^. to4<f. I merely state 
that as accounting for the falling off in the collection of ihe rate, that the collectors 
did not exert themselves. I think it was a most injudicious measure. 

2257. Sir L. O'Bnen.] Did the same collectors take office again at the 
reduced rate?— I believe llie whole of them with the exception of one. 

2258. And that one was the dissatisfied one whose evidence you took?— He 
was not a dissatisfied man. 1 called upon the man to state what he knew, and 
what had occurred in the course of his collection. 

2259. Does not it appear in his evidence that he was dissatisfied? — I think 

not ; he merely deposes to the fact. j- - • 

2260. Did he offer himself afterwards to take the office at 4 d. r No ; he never 

collected at 4 d. that I am aware of. t ' r 

2261. Butdid he offer to take it at 4^/.?— Not that I am aware of. 

2262 Mr. C. Leuis.^ Did you observe that the collectors were less efficient 
after the reduction of their poundage than before?— Decidedly they were ; I would 
have the Committee to understand that when the guardians came into office the 
old rate was in process of collection; there was a new rate about to be struck, 
and before that new rate was struck there was an advertisement for 13 collectors, 
one for each division of the union, ami while that was depending, or till the new 
collectors were appointed, those who weie in office were not certain of being in 
office a dav beyond the striking of the new rate ; the end of the late was most 
difficult to collect ; they got careless about it, and the people gave them the 
greatest trouble in obtaining it. , » i . i 

226}. Mr. Clements.] Would not they have got the poundage il they had col- 
lected ’it ?— They would, but the expense attendant upon collecting the fag-end of 
the rale is mucli greater than any other portion of il. 

2264. In point of fact, has the rate been collected since better or worse than 
before'^ — Tor a considerable period the rate was badly collected. 

2‘^fi'^ Has it been, in point of fact, up lo this period collected better or worse r 
—It lias been very fairly collected, but at one period the collection was quite 

insufficient to meet the wants of the union. 

2266. Has the rate since that period been collected on the whole better or 

worse ?— I think not bettor. • t l- 1 r 1 

2267. Do you think it has been worse?— No, I do not; I think, as I have 
stated, that the rate, taking it as a total, has been fairly collected, but there were 
many weeks in which the collection was very bad, and m which the collectors did 

"^2268. Then you mean that it has been collected neither better nor worse, but 
just as well as before r— I think so, if you take the total ; but not if you take. 

^269. What is the date of the last rate made ? — Last December. 

2270 . What is the arrear now outstanding ?— About 2,400?. ... 

2271. Out of how much to be collected ?^l think the rate amounted to between 
8,000/. and 9,000/.; 11,000/., including the former arrears, I think was the 
anjoimloftherate. 

0.5-*. ^ 3 ' 
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Captoin 2272. What was the date of the rate made previously to December last? — The 

A. E. Kennedy. 1 mb of March. 

2273. Then the last rate but one the collectors had much longer to collect, and 

5 July 18^0. yet the arrear was considerably greater, was not it?— The arrear brought forward, 
was greater for this reason, that the guardians were obliged to strike a new rate 
when they found the sums collectable were insufficient to meet the wants of the 
union. The last rate is being collected upon the old warrants after the sub- 
division of the union, and is still going on; there is no parallel to be drawn 
between the two cases at all. 

2274. Mr. Monsell.] What was the gross amount of the rate struck upon the 
19th of March 1 849 ? — £. 1 1,000, in round numbers. 

Of that rate you have stated that upon the 1st of jVoveniber there were 
4,000 1 . out.standingr — I'here was, and upw-ards. 

2276. Will you tell me tlie gross amount of rate struck before the elected 
guardians went out of office? — It was 15,000 1 . 

2277. When the elected guardians went out of office, and the vice-guardians 
were appointed to take iheir place, what arrear of that rate was there outstand- 
ing r — I think there was 8,000 1 . outstanding, 

2278. What was the date of the time they went out of office ? — They went out 
of office in March 1848. 

2279. When was the rate struck? — The rate was struck in August 1847. 

2280. Does it not appear from that, that the vice-guardians were very -nearly 
as unsuccessful in collecting the rate as the elected guardians liad been? — I think 
they were more successful. 

228 1 . Does not it appear, regarding the figures you have just mentioned, and 
the dates you have mentioned, that the vice-guardians were very nearly as unsuc- 
cessful in collecting the rate as the elected guardians had been? — They were more 
successful ; the elected guardians in going out left an arrear ; I would not call it 
an arrear, it was rate outstanding to the amount of 8,000 1 . or thereabouts, and 
the vice-guardians in going out of office left an amount of rate outstanding of 
between 4,000 1 . and 5,000 

2282. Was not the rate struck by the elected guardians a much larger rate than 
.. the rate struck by the vice-guardians, and therefore was it wonderful that the 

amount of arrear sliould be larger in the one case than in the other ? — But I 
think the proportion of 8,ooo^. to 15,000?. is very large, as compared with 
4,000?. odd and n,ooo?. 

2283. Were the elected guardians collecting their rate of 15,000?. by two 
inslahuents ? — They were. 

2284. By what day was the first instalment to have been paid in? — Ttiere was 
no date specified. 

2285. When did the collection of the second instalment commence? — I am 
not quite certain upon that point. There is a resolution on the minutes, prior 
to the dissolution of the elected board, ordering the second instalment to be put 
in process of collection. 

2286. Then is it quite fair to put dowm as an arrear an amount which was 
simply outstanding, on account of the arrangement adopted of collecting the rate 
by two instalments, which I presume was made by the direction of the Poor-law 
Comadssioners ? — I have stated that in neither case is it properly arrears, but 
an amount outstanding. 

2287. But still, were not the elected guardians put out of office on account of 
the amount of arrears; was not that one of the reasons stated? — No; for not 
providing the funds for the relief of the poor. 

2288. But did the vice-guardians provide funds without any external assistance 
for the purpose of the union?— They put the second instalment of the rate imme- 
diately in process of collection, and did collect it. 

2289. Chairman?^ Witli regard to the economy of the vice-guardians, as com- 
pared with that of the elected guardians, which has been impugned, is it not the 
Jact that the neighbouring union of Ennis has been all along under the charge of 
elected guardians? — It has. 

2200. Will you take that return into your hand, and state the comparative 
expenditure during the years 1 848 and 1 849 of those two unions, stating also 
their population, the one under an elected Board, and the other during the treater 
•part of those two years under vice-guardians'?— I see that in Kilrush, \ith a 
population of 82,1.00, the total expenses incurred during the year ending the 29th 

of 
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of September 1849, 39 AT^^> io Ennis Union, with a population of 

77,000, the total expenses incurred for the same period were 46,621/. 

2291. In 1848 was there a similar discrepancy ? — In 1848 the expenses incurred 
for the year ending the 29th of September were, in Kilrusb, 21,992/., and in 
Ennis they were 32,289/. 

2292. Notwithstanding that Ennis had a much smaller population than Kilrush, 
yet it appears that the expenditure under the elected guardians there was, in those 
two years, much greater man the expenditure in Kilrush under the vice-guardians?, 
— It was higher. 

2293. Mr. Fagan.] Was there out-door relief in the Ennis Union? — In both 
unions. The per-centage on out-door relief in Ennis Union was certainly higher 
than that of Kilrush. 

2294. Sir R. Ferguson.] Were you inspector of both of those unions?— I acted 
as the inspector for a very short period ; two inspectors died there in charge of 
the union. 1 used every endeavour, and my Reports to the Poor-law Commis- 
sioners at that time will show, that I used every endeavour to prevent abuses. 

I stated at the time to the permanent inspector of the district, that I had no hope 
for the Ennis Union till the whole staff of relieving officers was altered, I thought 
them so bad. 

2295. Mr. C Lewis.] Is it the fact, that when the new elected Board came 
into office you entertained any intention or showed any disposition to embarrass 
their proceedings, or to represent them in an unduly unfavourable light to the 
Commissioners’? — I had no such intention, and I never iieard of it till T heard it 
stated in this room. On the contrary, at the hrst meeting of the Board of 
Guardians, I distinctly stated that 1 was ready even to go beyond the limits of 
my doty in giving them assistance and every information in my power, and that 
they had only to command my services in any way they thought most conducive 
to the good of the union. The statement referred to is without a shadow of 
foundation. 

2296. Did you hear it stated at the time, that you were suspected of a wish to 
embarrass the elected guardians ? — I never heard even a suspicion of it. 

2297. Was there any discontent, among the paid officers of the union, with the 
proceedings of the elected guardians, soon after their return ? — There was general 
discontent. 

2298. What was the cause of that discontent ?— The reduction of their 

salaries. . ■ m e 

■ 2299. If there was any wish on the part of the paid union officers for a restora- 
tion of the vice-guardians, do you attribute that wish to the reduction of their, 
salaries, and not to any other cause? -I think simply to the redaction of their 
salaries. It was not so much that there was a reduction at that time as that 
there was a threatened reduction; it was known and understood that it had been 
discussed in the board-room, and there was an absolute reduction took place' 



subsequently. . ^ • j /r • 

2300. But did the fear of the reduction of the salaries of the paid officers' in 
your judgment operate upon their minds at that time ? — 1 have not the slightest 
doubt of it, particularly upon the collectors. 

2301. Were you ever informed that Sir Burton Macnamara entertained an 
impression that there was an intention on your part to embarrass the Board of 
Guardians?— Never; nor do I believe he ever entertained any such opinion. 

2302. It is stated, under Q. 1 723, by Colonel Vandeleur, that the guardians made 

themselves personally liable for the expenditure of the week ending the jst qf 
December ■ does that statement coincide with your information upon the subject f 
—I do not consider the undertaking of the guardians, such as was given, to be a 
personal liability ; it was simply an undertaking or promise that the food supplied 
to the union should be paid for out of the first proceeds of the rate which became 
available. . . , 

2303. Was the promise made to the contractors, a promise to pay out ot tne 

union funds and not out of the property of the guardians ?— It was to be paid out 
of the union funds ; clearly there was no other understanding. . . . . j 

2304. Mr. S. Adair.] But 1 apprehend that the guardians who initiated toe 
order on the contractors would become personally liable if the union funds were 
not able to meet the demand ?— It was merely a question of time, because the. rate, 
was in process of collection, and they had no available funds at thht time, and-that 
amount was to be paid out of the fund to be collected* 

X 4 ^305. Mr. 
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Captain 2305. Mr. Clements.'] Are not ttiese the words contained in Mr. Russelis 

A. E. Kennedy, tender: “Payment cash, and no second week’s delivery to he required until the 

previous one shall be first paid for. We also require the personal guarantee of the 

5 July 1850. guardians and inspector for amount of said one week’s delivery, and if default 
shall be made in payment of the same the above price to be further advance{i>”. 
and so forth. Are not those the words? — Those are the usual words of lender, 
but that is not a contract, for I never undertook any responsibility. 

2306. Mr. Fagan.] Do you mean to say that those are the usual words in all 
tenders given in for [irovisions ? — They were from that particular house at that 
particular period. 

2307. Mr. Clements.] Is not this at the back of that tender : “ We have ac- 
cepted the within tender on the conditions and clause.s for one month, and do 
pronnse to pay as staled, (signed) Benjamin Co.v, chairman; John Studdart," 
and so forth, bearing the names of the seven guardians ? — From the words of the 
tender here it could not be a valid one without my signature, as my name is men- 
tioned in the body of it, and I never signed it nor became a party to it; “ the 
personal guarantee of the guardians and inspector.” I never gave a personal 
guarantee, nor do I think that it amounts to a personal guarantee at all ; it amounts 
simply to this, that the guardians were to pay cash, or in default of their paying 
that cash, the contractor was entitled to stop any one week’s supply till the supfjly 
of the previous week had been. paid for; it amounts simply to that, I think, and 
nothing more. 

2308. Mr. C. Le'iBis.] Did you ever see that document before? — I have seen 
documents of that sort, but I cannot say that I have seen that particular docu- 
ment. 

2309. Mr, Fagani\ Are you quite certain that you have seen similar pro- 
visions ? — I have seen similar provisions ; and I always refused to become a party 
to them. 

2310. Mr. Clements.] But you think that the parties whose names are attached 
at the back did not become personally liable for the amount? — I think not. 1 
think, strictly and legally speaking, any guardian who signs a check may be sued. 

231 1. Does not it contain at the back the words, “ We do pi oinise to pay, as 
staled”? — Yfcs; and there is is. penalty per ton each week if it is not paid. 

2312. Mr. C. Lewis.] Were you aware of the existence of this document at 
the time you staled to the Committee that the guardians had not entered into any 
personal liability ? — I was not. I never saw that document signed in that way, to 
my knowledge, before. I conceive that this contract is merely one enforcing the 
penalty of 1 s. per ton for each additional week that the payment should be so 
withheld, and is not a personal guarantee. Those are the conditions; and it is 
accepted upon the within conditions. 

2313. Chairman^ In fact, the conditions and clauses referred to in the memo- 
randum at the back of the paper, you conceive to relate to the printed conditions 
on the other side, which are usual in similar proposals? — Certainly. 

2314. Sir R. Ferguson.] Have not the printed provisions of this paper been 
altered, and the personal guarantee inserted in writing ? — No ; it is the usual form. 
That M-as done during the whole period by this particular contractor, Mr. Russell, 
to whom a large amount was due. He did not wish to increase his debt, and he 
wanted to guard himself on any contract, that on furnishing supplies for one week 
he should have the right of stopping any further supply till that week was paid for ; 
but if that week was not paid for, there was not the personal guarantee of the 
guardians, but the penalty of an advance of 1 s. per ton for each and every 
additional week during which that payment should be so withheld. 

2315. Mr. C. Lewis.] Did you not state to the Committee just now, that you 
were not aware of that document when you made your answer, that the guardians 
did not give their personal guarantee ? — I was not. 

2316. What were the facts upon which you founded your statement, when you 
stated that the guardians had not given a personal guarantee?— Because I was 
present at every board-day, and I never knew of such a thing being done. 

2317. You state that they did not give a personal guarantee, but they pro- 
mised to pay as soon as possible out of the union funds? — Yes, or in default of 
paying they are to pay 1 s. a ton for each and every additional week for which tliat 
payment shall be so withheld. 

2318. What was the transaction to which you referred, when you say they so 
promised to pay as soon as possible out of the union funds? — 1 was not avvare of 

that 
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that particular document; but on this occasion the guardians, when they got Ca tain' 
sujjplies, undertook to Messrs. Russell— you will see resolutions upon their 
minutes to that efFect— that no other person was to receive any amount of the ■ 
available funds until they were 6rst satisfied. 5 July 1850. 

2319. But I think you stated that Colonel Vandeleur’s answer, rhat the 
gimrdiaiis had made themselves personally responsible for the expenditure of a 
certain week in December last, was incorrect .^ — 1 think it is incorrect. 

2320. You stated that it was incorrect, and you said that the correct state of 
the fact was that the guardians had promised to pay, not out of their own monev, 
but out of the union funds? — Clearly so. 

2321. Will you state to the Committee what were the precise facts which 
passed either within your knowledge, or as reported to you, upon which you 
founded that statement in contradiction to Colonel Vandeleur ? — I was present 
upon every occasion during that period when the guardians met; I do not think 
1 was absent on a single occasion. 

2322. Were you present on any occasion w'hen the guardians promised to 

make a payment as early as possible out of the union funds? — I was; the 
Board promised not to pay any other contractor, or any other person, till that 
amount wa.s paid. * 

2323. Were you personally cognizant of their making that promise? — I was; 

1 wa.s present. 

2324. Mr. C/menis.] Were you present when that document was signed? — 

I am not aware that I was. 

2325. Then how can you state that you were always present, and that what 
Colonel Vandeleur stated was incorrect, when that document was signed without 
your knowledge ? — This document is not signed by Colonel Vandeleur at all. 

I do not know that Colonel Vandeleur was present ; 1 do not think he was ; I do 
not think Colonel Vandeleur was present at this period at all. 

2526. Did Colonel Vandeleur state that he was present? — If Colonel Vande- 
leur stales that he was, of course I will not contradict him. 

; 2327. He never did .state that he was. — Very well. 

2328. Mr. Fagar}.'] Was it usual for several guardians to sign the contract, or 
for the chairman alone to sign it? —It was usual with that particular contractor 
to get the signatures of a number of guardians, for he did not think that the 
signature, of any one of them was sufficient for him. 

2329. Do not you think the circumstance of his requiring a number of guar- 
dians to sign implies a personal guarantee ? — No ; I think it implies this, that he 
wanted to pledge a certain number of influential guardians at the time he made 
the contract with them to pay him, instead of applying their funds to pay 
others. 

2330. Mr. Clcnients.] You mean that he intended at all events to make the 
guardians consider that they gave a personal guarantee, whether they did so or 
not — No ; I think he wished to pledge them to pay him first out of the incoming 
funds. 

2331. Mr. Did you ever know the guardians to sign a document 

similar to that relative to Messrs. Russell? — I cannot state that I did ; I do not 
remember. 

2332. Chairmo?!.'] Was there in fact any personal responsibility ever enforced, 
to your know ledge, against the guardians, founded upon their personal guarantee ? 

—None whatever ; I never heard of it ; indeed I know it is not the case. 

2333. Mr. Monscll.'] Did not a statement appear in the newspaper at that time 
that the guardians liaci entered into a personal guarantee? — There was such a 
statement ; and also that one thrashed his own corn for the poor, which was not 
the case. 

2334. Mr. C. Lewis."] With reference to Questions 1728 to 1 787, will you stale 
whether Mr. Shannon was ever a paid servant of the Poor-law Commissioners? 

— Mr. Shannon was never a paid servant of the Poor-law Commissioners, but he 
■was a paid officer of the union. 

2335. Was he ever a paid servant of the Poor-law Commission? — Never. 

2336. Was he ever your paid clerk ?— Never. 

2337. Was he ever paid by you either out of the public money or out of your 
own money ?— Never as a clerk,’ nor indeed in any other way. " 

2338. When he was employed by you in yoiir inquiries into the evictions, did 
you allow him his travelling expenses ?— I did. 
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2339. In that case did you pay anything more than the expenses out of poc, et r 
— I (lid not. 

2340. Did you pay him the money into his own hands, or did you pay lor the 
cars in which he travelled? — The bill for his car hire was furnished by the person 
who supplied the cars, a person called Dwyer, in Kilrush, to whom I paid the 

amount. 1 t rj 

23.41. Did any money of yours pass through Shannon’s hands ? — It djd not. 

2342. Was he elected by the •vice-guardians as a union officer ? — He was. 

2343. Was he paid by them ? — He was. 

2344. After the vice-guardians went out of office, and the elected guardians 
resumed, was he appointed by the new Board of elected guardians ? — He was. 

I see on the 24th of November 1 849, an extract from tlje minutes of the Kilrush 
Board, that he was appointed the measurer of broken stones in the union, against 
another candidate, Mr. Pat Breen, when 25 guardians were present. 

2345. Sir L. 0 *Brien.] Was there any particular reason assigned for appointing 
him‘7 — None that 1 am aware of ; Mr. Breen at present does the duty, I believe, 
which he was appointed to do. 

2346. Mr. C. Lewis.'] Was he employed by you in his capacity of an officer of 
the union ? — He was, as an overseer and superintendent of labour. 

2347. There is a statement under Question 1773, that he was a troublesome 
man in the district ?— Yes. 

2348. Did he produce any testimonial to the vice-guardians when they 
appointed him? — He did. 

2349. Can you read that testimonial ?—He produced testimonials from several 
public officers, engineers and others, under whom he had been employed ; and 
a paper which I hold in my hand, which I conceive amounts to a testimonial ; it 
is requiring his employment ; it is signed by four or five magistrates, one Pro- 
testant clergyman, two priests, and many other persons of respectability. 

2350. Chairman.] What is the date of that?~Tlie date of it is the 22d of 

April 1846 : We, the undersigned magistrates, clergymen, and cesspayers, are 

of opinion that it will be essentially necessary to retain Mr. Shannon as note- 
taker to the baronial committees of Clonderlaw and Ilrickane for the present 
season; and as such we hereby open a subscription list for that purpose.” 

2351. Sir X. O'Brien.] What are the names? — is headed by Sir Burton 
Macnamara, Thomas Morony, Thomas H. Morony, Francis H. Morony, William 
NPMahon, and Burdett Morony, and Mr. Langford, a Protestant clergyman. 

23.52. Mr. Clements.] What does it mean by note-taker? — I really do not 
know ; he was employed before I went to the union in some public capacity. 

2353. Do you take that to he a testimonial, without having ascertained what 
sort of duties were required of him as a note-taker? — I think it implies that the 
persons signing that document approved of his conduct, and had confidence 
in him. 

2354. Mr. C. Lewis.] Was that produced by him as a recommendation when 
he applied for employment under the vice-guardians ? — It was ; I may also state 
that I hold in my hand IMr. Shannon’s resignation of his office to the present 
guardians, accepted by Colonel Vandeleur, the chairman, on, I think, the 15th of 
December 1 849, which shows that he was in the service of the present Board of 
Guardians up to that period. 

2355. Colonel Vandeleur is asked, in Question 1 734, whether the guardians 
made any complaint to Captain Kennedy about the employment of Mr. Shannon 
at the time, and he says they did. Did the guardians ever complain to you as to 
your connexion with Mr. Shannon r — ^The guardians never did make any such 
complaint ; on the contrary, the guardians knew perfectly well that I had no 
control whatever over, or anything to say to, Mr. Shannon, more than occasionally 
employing him as I have stated. 

2356. Did they ever complain to you with respect to his being understood to 
be a reporter to a Limerick newspaper, or with respect to his having furnished 
information or articles to that Limerick newspaper? — Never ; there was never any 
such complaint made to me. 

2357. Mr. Clements.] Do you mean that no complaint was made of these things 
in the board-room, by the guardians, in your hearing?— On the day that Mr. 
Shannon was excluded from the room, Colonel Vandeleur taxed him with having 
made a certain statement in a local newspaper ; Mr. Shannon positively and 
unequivocally denied having made such statement. 
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2358. Mr. C. Whs that statement contained in an anonymous letter in Captain 

the Limerick newspaper ?— It was. A. E. rennei^. 

2359. Did you afterwards ascertain the real author of that letter ?— I did. ' — 

2360. Did a person resident at Kilrusli state to you that he was the author of ^ 
that Jeiter ? — He did ; a person of high respectability. 

2361. And was that person altogether differen t from Mr. Shannon r — Perfectly ; 
he had no connexion with him whatever, and he stated his regret that Mr. Shan- 
non should t)ccome’ a sufferer for what he had written. 

23G2. Would you be ready, if the Committee wished it, to state to them the 
name of the writer of that letter ? — Quite ready ; I would rather not do so, but I 
will do so if called upon. 

23C3. Was there a complaint with respect to Mr. Shannon’s connexion with the 
Limerick newspaper on the previous board-day, before this circumstance took 
place ? — I have some recollection of its being stated in the board-room that an 
unfair report or statement of some sort was made by Mr. Shannon, and that Mr. 

Shannon denied it. 

23G4. Was that complaint in any way addressed to yourself? — Not at all ; the 
Board had power to exclude Mr. Shannon from the room if they thought proper, 
witliout consulting me. 

2365. Were you then aware that Mr. Shannon had brought upon himself the 
displeasure of the Board by some supposed communication to the Limerick 
newspaper? — I was aware of that fact. 

2366. Chairman.] W'as the circumstance of his being chai-ged with that fact by 
the Board, and the manner in wliich he was charged, and disbelieved when he 
denied it, the cause of his retirement from the office ? — I will read Mr. Shannon’s 
resignation, which will explain itself. It is dated the 17th ofDecember 1849, 
addressed to the clerk of the union: “The chairman of the Board of Guardians 
liaving charged me with want of ti'uth and integrity, at the meeting of the 15th 
instant, I feel that it no longer befits me to hold any employment connected with 
the Board. Under tliese circumstances I have to request you will lay my resig- 
nation of the appointment they were good enough to confer upon me, before the 
Board at the next meeting. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, John M. Shannon. 

Accepted, C. M. Vandeleiir, 17 December 1849. 

2367. Mr. C. Lewis.] It is stated by Colonel Vandeleur, under Question 1769, 
that some, proceedings at quarter sessions failed, Mr. Shannon being a witness in 
those cases. Do you believe that the failure of those proceedings was in any way 
owing to Mr. Shannons misconduct or neglect? — I believe the failure in tiiose 
proceedings, as I am informed by the solicitor of the Board, was purely upon a 
technical point of law, to which Mr. Shannon had nothing to say whatever. 

23G8. At the time when those proceedings took place, had you a private clerk 
of your own, of the name of M‘Muhon ? — I had. 

2369. Was he paid by you out of your own money? — He was. 

2370. Was this M'Malion a native of Kilrush? — He was. 

2371. Was the fact of his being employed by you as your clerk notorious in 
the neighbourhood ? — I think so, for the man went backwards and forwards twice 
11 day to my house, and to the town where he lived. 

2372. How long was M‘Mahon your clerk ? — I cannot specify tiie exact time, 
but he W'as my clerk up to the date at which he was appointed clerk of Kildysart 
Union, and for a considerable time before. 

2373. There are certain statements under Questions 1788 and 1789 with 
respect to tl»e schoolmaster and schoolmistress; will you give briefly to the 
Committee any explanation which you wish to make upon that head r — By an 
extract from the minutes which I hold in my hand, I find “ Captain 
Kennedy recommended the appointment of an assistant schoolmistress, the 
number of school children (temales) at present exceeding 450 -” Thatwas on 
the 5th November 1849. On the 17th of November 1849, 1 find the following 
on the miiiuies : “On the recommendation of Mr. Lynch, inspector, Mr. Burton 
proposed, seconded by Dr. Donovan, that the clerk do advertise for an assistant 
schoolmaster, and for an assistant matron; salary 15/. a year each, with apart- 
ment and rations ; also for an assistant schoolmistress, salary 10 1. a year, with 
apartment and rations. Tenders to be considered on the 1st of December 1849.’ 

On the 30th of November 1849, I find the following on. the iaikmtes : “ George 
Taylor gave notice of motion for the 15th of December a 849, That taking the 
present state of our finances into aecnunt, we feel that .we are not in a position to 
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Captain increase our staff, and that our resolution at a former meeting relative to the 
A. E, Kennedy, appointment of an assistant matron, assistant schoolmaster, and assistant school- 

' — mistress for Leadinore, auxiliary, be rescinded on this day fortnight, and that the 

5 July appointment be deferred to that day.” 

•2374. Mr. Clements^ For what period did you employ Mr. Shannon as a 
clerk? — I never employed Mr. Shannon as a clerk. 

2375. Did you never employ him in taking depositions? — Never; I always 
took the depositions myself, and can show the original note of every deposition 
I have taken. 

2376. Was not he always in the room when the depositions were taken ? — 
He was not ; he was occasionally, but not always. Mr. Shannon was present 
at depositions being taken when he was not a union officer; but it was because 
I sent for him, and it was natural I should send for him, when the accuracy of 
certain reports which I had given him to verify when a union officer was ques- 
tioned, and I sent for him for the purpose of ascertaining what he had to say- 
on the subject. 

2377. You employed him to verify the reports of the evictions, did you not r — 
I did, as the union officer. 

2378. For what period of time was he so employed r — I cannot say exactly the 
period. 

2379. About what time? — I think he was in the employment of the guardians 
for probably 14 or 15 months. 

2380. For about how many days did you employ him in those investigations ? 
— The course of Mr. Shannon*s duty was to superintend the labour in the union, 
and he was obliged to go round the whole union at certain periods to measure 
the stones, and it was upon those occasions of his going round the union and 
having local knowledge that I employed him. 

2385. Was his duty confined altogether to measuring stones ? — It was superin- 
tending the labour generally. 

2382. Do you consider that you were justified in employing a person who was 
an officer of the union, whose duty it was to superintend labour, in other business ? 
— I considered that this was business connected with the union, and as such I had 
quite a right to make use of Mr. Shannon when his services were available without 
injury to the union. 

2383. He was employed in superintending labour, was not he? — He was. 

2384. How many people were there at work at that time? — I cannot give the 
exact number. 

2385. About how many? — There was a large number of persons on oul-door 
relief in the union at that time, but 1 am afraid to state the number employed, 
for I have no data at present to go by, as to the number. 

2386. Mr. C. Lewis^ Was there a considerable number of persons under his 
superintendence ? — They were not under his immediate superintendence. He 
was superintending the stewards, who immediately superintended the labourers; 
he was the general superintendent. 

2387. Mr. Clements^] What was the nature of the work at wlucli they were 
employed ? — Breaking stones. 

2388. He had to go from place to place, had he not? — He had to go from 
place to place weekly to verify the quantity of stones broken. 

2389. About how many dep6ts were there? — There were 13 or 14 at’least. 

2390. SirX. O^Brien.l What was his rate of wages?— Thirty shillings a week, 
I believe. 

2391. Mr. Clements^ His duties extended throughout the union? — Through- 
out the union. 

2392. Was he not required to go as often as possible to each station? — He 
was. 

2393. Do you think you were justified in employing that officer upon other 
business whose duty ivas such as you have described ? — He combined the two 
duties when he went to visit those particular localities ; to visit the stone-breaking 
dep6ts be could readily at the same time obtain the information I required 
of him. 

2394. Do you think that he could attend efficiently to the superintendence of 
the labour while he was doing that? — I think it made very little difference. 

2395. Then it made some difference to him ? — 1 think it was very little. 

2396. Do 
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2396. Do you think you were justified in taking that man away from the work 
for which he w’as employed and paid in the union ? — I did not take him away from 
his work. 

2397, Mr. C. Lewis.] Did you in fact occupy much of his time ?— I did not. 

•2398. Chairman.] Do you think you were employing him for purposes con- 
nected with the poor law and tlie administration of relief? — Decidedly. 

2399. Earl of Arundel and Surrey!] Had you a great choice of persons at the 
time you employed him in that w'ay ; had you any great difficulty in getting persons 
to witness depositions? — I do not think I could find three persons in the Kilrush 
Union who were so free from influence as to give me that information satisfacto- 
rily ; probably he was the only person whom I could have got that information from. 

2400. Sir X. O'Brien.] Had you a clerk of your own during the time? — A 
j)ortion of the time. 

2401. Chairman.] You were not making private inquiries for your own satis- 
faction all this time, were you? — I was not. 

2402. Cut you were making inquiries, by the request of the Poor-law Commis- 
•sioners, with a view to satisfy them as to the accuracy of your return ? — Yes. 

2403. That was business belonging to the union, was not it? — Yes. 

2404. Within the sphere of your duties and Shannon’s too ? — Yes. 

2405. Mr. Clements.] Did Colonel Vandeleur caution you against Shannon, as 
a person unworthy of trust ? — Colonel A^andeleur did, but I conceived that 
Colonel Vandeleur was influenced more by personal feeling than by cool judg- 
ment in the matter. 

2406. Lord iVizrtJ.] W’hat reason have you for thinking that Colonel Vandeleur 
had any personal feeling against Shannon ? — I have heard many causes and many 



reasons. 

2407. Will you give us oner — 1 think that Colonel Vandeleur was swayed 
-more by personal feeling than by cool judgment in the matter. If I am asked 
for an instance, I believe that the fact that Colonel Vandeleur knew that Shannon 
•was verifying the eviction lists for me was the principal cause. 

2408. Mr. Clements.] Was the caution before or after he commenced verifying 
the eviction lists for you ? — It was during the period that they were being taken. 

2409. Mr. C. Lewis!] Were you under the impression that your employment 
of Shannon to verify the eviction lists was displeasing to the chairman of the Board 
-of Guardians ?— I am perfectly satisfied that my noticing or saying anything of the 
evictions was highly displeasing to a certain portion of the Board of Guardians. 

2410. But had you any special reason for thinking that yonr employment of 
-Shannon in that service was unpleasant to them ? — Not till a late period. 

241 1. Mr. Fagan.] Have you got any of the testimonials of which you spoke 
of Mr. Shannon’s here ?— I have not, but I think it is very probable that they 
-may be got at the office ; I have only got the one I have produced. 

2412. Mr. C. Leiois!] At No. i8io, the question is asked whether the Commis- 
.sioners found great fault with the administration of the vice-guardians in the Kilrush 
Union ; did the Commissioners express any dissatisfaction with the proceedings ot 
the vice-guardians when they' went out of office? — On the contrary, the Commis- 
sioners, in a flattering letter to the vice-guardians, expressed their general approval 
•of their administration of the union during their tenure of office. 

2413. Under Question i8i6 some questions occur as to the warmth or the 
workhouse ; arc you aware whether the master received any directions to dimimsn 
the fuel in the workhouse ?— 1 was present on one occasion when Mr. Lynch 
inspected the workhouse and auxiliaries ; it was a very cold day, and the children 
were badly clothed, mid Mr. Lynch found fault with the master for not keeping 

better fires ; he stated that he was obeying the orders of the chairman ot the 
Board of Guardians. Mr. Lynch told him that he ought not to take the msiruc- 
tions of individual guardians upon a point of such importance, but ought to have 
a written order, or a minute made of it, before he stopped the fuel. a: • 

2414. Were there any reports of the medical officer with respect to insutbcient 

supply of fuel ? — There were, which appear upon the minutes. , 1, . 

2415. Sir 11 . Ferguson!] Were those reports that he considered that the al ow- 
.ance was insufficient ?— There was no fixed allowance in the workhouse ; it is turt 
which they burn, and it is left to the discretion of the mastei. 

2416. Sir X. O'Brien:] Did not you try at the tirne to correct all those little 

things as they arose ?— I did so to the best of my ability j I spoke to the maste 
and 1 spoke to the guardians about it. .. 
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Captain 24] 7. Do not you thinly it is very unjust to bring this forward as^au accusation ? 

j. E. Kenncdt/. — I do not bring it forward as an accusation ; I must answer the question. 

241 8.- Does not it occur in every workhouse in Ireland, that difficulties arise 

5 July 1850. sometimes ? — No doubt, very great difficulties arise. 

2419. Chairman.'] But if there be a deficiency of fuel in any workhouse, then 
do you consider that workhouse administered in such a manner as to afford relief 
to the poor, and to release the Poor-law Commissioners from that part of their 
responsibility ?— I think in this particular instance it was of great importance; 
for the funds of the union were always in such a deranged state that there was 
seldom a sufficiency of clothing ; it was always thin poor clothing ; and the children 
particularly required a great deal of warmth. 

2420. Mr. Faffa^i.'] What do you mean by insufficiency of fuel ? — That, in fact, 
there was little or no firing on certain days. 

2421. Sir L. O'Brien.] Why did not you take the contractors to account for 
it ? — I had nothing to say to the contractors ; the Board of Guardians had to deal 
with them. 

2422. Were you not there every day on the spot '! — I had no authority to inter- 
fere with the contractors. 

2423. Mr. Fagan,] Do you refer to the winter, or to the spring: — To the 
spring. 

2424. And were there some days on which there was little or no fire in the day- 
room ? — Yes. 

2425. Was there any insufficiency of fire in the children’s day-room ? — Tiiere 
was. 

2426. Do you mean by insufficiency, little or no firing : — Little or no firing. 

2427. Chairman.] And at the same time a deficiency of clothing? — The clothing 
was in a very dilapidated state. 

2428. Sir 11 . Ferguson.] Are the Committee to understand you that during the 
entire time that the vice-guardians were there, there was no allowance of fire to 
any one particular room, the kitchen or hospital, or anywhere else; no fixed 
allowance? — There was no fixed allowance. You may do that with coal, but it is 
very difficult to make a fixed allowance of turf, it varies so much in quality. 

• 2429. Sir X. O’Brien.] Was it true that one of the officers had his fire piled 

up as high as he could in the chimney. It is stated in evidence that at a time 
when there was a great scantiness of fuel, one officer, the apothecary, bad his fire 
piled up? — I know it is stated, and I know it is true, that in the apothecary’s 
room and in the assistant master’s room, on that one occasion, in each room 
there was a very large fire found to be burning, and I believe the flue of one room 
which was badly constructed took fire in consequence. 

2430. You were there nearly every day ? — I was there frequently. 

2431. And the guardians met only once a week? — The guardians were there 
three times a week generally. 

2432. Mr. C.Zetots.] "With reference to Questions 1835 and 1837, is there any 
explanation which you wish to give with respect to in-door and out-door medical 
relief? — I may probably best explain that by showing what was the order for the 
medical lelief of the poor out of the workhouse, prior to the elected Board coming 
in. Here is a copy of the “ Instructions for medical officers employed in the 
Kilrush Union.” It was issued on the appointment of those medical officers. 

The medical officer is required hond fide to reside within the district for which 
he is appointed. All applicants producing a ticket from the relieving officer shall 
receive such medical treatment or advice as the medical officer may deem neces- 
sary. The medical officer will attend on fixed days at such places as the guardians 
shall appoint in his district, and a board will be put up stating the days and hours 
of attendance. In cases where fever patients cannot be properly or safely treated 
in their respective homes, the medical officers will be permitted (in that case only) 
to send such persons to the temporary hospital, first ascertaining that there is 
room; those persons only who are borne on the relieving officer’s books can 
receive medical relief at the cost of the union ; the medical officer will be required 
to pay domiciliary visits on the requisition of the relieving officer; the relieving 
officer will provide such nourishment as may be required on the written order of 
the medical officer, charging the same, supported by the vouchers, w'eekly. In 
addition to the usual returns required and the books to be kept, the medical officer 
will send in a weekly report of the sanitary state of his district, to reach the cleric 
of the union before 12 o’clock noon, on each Saturday. The medical officer -is 

reque'sted 
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requested to report to the guardians any case of imposition or misrepresentation, 
that steps may he taken to punish the offenders and prevent a recurrence.” 
Those were the orders under which the out-door medical officers acted. Subse- 
quent to the elected Board coming into office they passed the following resolution, 
dated the 15th December 1849; “Ordered, that the medical officers of the 
temporary dispensaries be directed to send into the workhouse infirmary, and 
fever hospital, all cases requiring medical diet, and that no milk or other food be 
issued by the relieving officers but that allowed for out-door relief; being the only , 
means of checking the abuses in existence.” 

2433. Chairman.] Of what did the food allowed for out-door relief consist'— 

Of India meal. 

2434. Exclusively. — Exclusively. 

2435. Was that a fit diet, do you think, for any sick paupers, supposing that 
they could not be removed to the workhouse ? — I think not. 

2436. Lord Naas.] Then are you favourable to the system of medical relief 
proposed in that order by the vice-guardians, as a_ general system of medical 
j-eiJefi — I think so, when none other exists in the union. 

2437. Do you know whether that was the general practice throughout Ireland? 

— It was not. , ■ 1 • L 

2438. Mr. Clements.] What hospitals were there available for the sick m the 
union, at the time that order was issued ? — At the time that was issued, with a 
population of 82,000, there was only hospital accommodation for 220. 

'’439 Were the beds always occupied ? — The hospital was frequently full ; and 
it was from a knowledge that the hospital accommodation was inadequate that 

that system was adopted. , . , , ^ r .u 

2440. Mr. Fagan.] Was that system adopted with the countenance of the 
Commissioners? — It was under a requisition from the Board of Health that they 
were appointed. The vice-guardians had no option in the matter, they were 

obliged to do so. . v v • 1 

2441 Mr Clements:] Were any steps taken to increase the hospital accom- 
modation in the union >— When I 6rst came to the union, there was a house calcu- 
lated to contain 1 50, which was taken. , , >t .i. 

2442. Lord Naas.] But there were no other steps taken ?— No other steps 

"^24dV M;r. Fa(ran.] Who was it recommended to the Board of Health those 
medical genllemeli who were appointed by tbetn?--The usual course was that the 
Board of Health issued a requisition, calling upon the guardians g) provide medi- 
cal relief in a certain district, calling upon them to appoint the officers, subject to 
their sanction, and fixing the salary. The guardians did so, and the Board ot 

Health sanctioned it. .. 

2444. Then in point of fact, the vice-guardiams made the appointment."-- 
They made the appointment in conformity with the requisition from the Board 

Clements^ Had tbe Board of Health any authority to make that 
requisition for any but fever cases ? — For the treatment of fever, or any other 
epidemic, wherever they thought proper. „ 

*^2446. Had they any authority beyond that?— They had no authority bej ond 

'244.7 Those officers were employed to attend to the sick of the pniM getie- 
rallv were they not?— No ; for fever cases, or other epidemic cases, foa will 
see in the instructions, “In cases where fever patients cannot be properly or 

safely healed in their respective homes.”. nrdvspnterv 

244S Was their treatment entirely confined to fever cases /—Ur dysentery . 

nrohably they may have given medical relief to other persons who were in want 
of it! who were on the pauper list ; but those were the two principal diseases to 

which they attended. , Am 

2440 . Did the number of patients increase to a considerable amount . Am 

I to understand that the question refers to the 

2450. Yes.— I think the number was never very large, hut not larger tnnn 
one would expect from the general state of the poor in the , 

24 >n. What sort of number ?— I cannot state the exact nutiiber, but 1 know 

the Expense was not very large ; it is from that that I !iti!n^'n those 

24S2 Mr. Fasan?, What steps were taken to prevent imposition m tnose 
cases?— I have no doubt that some amount of imposition did occur; you 
0.52. 4 
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Captain avoid it altogether, but not to any great extent ; in any mode of relief some im- 
J. K. Kennedy, position v/ill occur. 

2453. this out-door medical relief continued longer than the necessity 

5 July 1850. of the case required? — I am not prepared to say that it was, because the same 
number of medical officers, almost, are employed by the elected Board still, so 
that I argued that they were not continued longer than was necessary. 

^ 2454. Mr. C. Leim.'] Under Questions 1859 i860 it is stated that the 

County Fever Hospital was transferred to the Board of Guardians before 
Colonel Vandeleur left the country in 1848^ do you remember whether that 
transfer took place at that time? — That hospital was transferred to the vice- 
guardians in March 1849 Colonel Vaudeleur for the purpose of putting 
cholera patients in ; it was not transferred in 1848 ; the guardians had nothing 
whatever to say to it in 1848. 

2455. Mr. Ckmenis.'] Is that the hospital for which an additional salary of 
100/. a year was allowed to the medical officer? — It is not. 

2456. Which hospital was that — The hospital in question is the countv dis- 
trict hospital, which was first occupied as a cholera hospital, and it was subse- 
quently, and still is, occupied as a kind of infirmary or auxiliary workhouse for a 
certain class of cases. 

2457* Which is the hospital for which the additional salary of 100/. a year 
was allowed to the medical officer? — There are only two hospitals, and one was 
the county hospital, but that has not been used as a hospital except for cholera 
cases ; the fever cases bad been treated in the other, which is the union hospital. 
The union stood thus: there was no fever hospital accomnoodation in the union 
for any except paupers, and any person admitted to that hospital must be admitted, 
as a pauper through the workhouse. The vice-guardians found that there was 
a very gi*eat inconvenience ; when, for instance, a policeman, or a soldier, or a 
servant in the town, or anybody in Kilrush who was not a pauper, had got fever, 
there was no place in which to put them ; they could not be legally put into the 
workhouse hospital unless they were admitted as paupers. Under those circum- 
stances a representation was made, I believe by the medical officer who had 
charge of them, that more accommodation was required in Kilrush, and the Board 
of Health inquired into it, and issued a requisition for the medical officer to take 
charge of those extern patients, if I may so call them, who did not come under the 
operation of the poor law. 

2458, Did not the medical officer get lOO 1. a year extra for that? He did 

not receive a farthing ; he gave up his claim to the salary when the elected 
Board came into office ; he never received a farthing. 

2459- "'25 ordered by the vice-guardians to be allowed to him ? It was 

ordered by the Board of Health. 

2460. In point of fact his additional duty was nothing, but he was merely 
appointed to attend to fever cases which, in the opinion of the vice-guardians, 
could not be admitted as paupers!— His additional ditty would have been con- 
siderable ; and to meet the necessity for that it was proposed to enlarge the 
hospital, which was not done before the vice-guardians went out of office. ° 

2461. Aud to meet that kind of case the Board of Health ordered him too 1. a 
year more ?— The Board of Health ordered the hospital to be established, and 
having ordered the hospital to be established, they of course ordered a medical' 
officer to be appointed and paid. 

2462. Are you aware that the practice in Ireland is to admit fever patients 
into the workhouse indiscriminately, without reference to whether they are 
paupers or not: — I am not aware of what the practice is, but if it be .so I think 
it is illegal. 

2463. Mr. C. Zra'is.] TlTth reference to Question 1902, will you state whether 
you have any facts which support your original statement as to the existence of 
the practice of diminishing the numbers in the workhouse on the Friday, so as to 
exhibit a low return on the Saturday ?— I hold in my hand a daily state of the 
workhouse from the l.st of December to the 31st January, and on reference to 
the number on each day of the week, I conceive I am borne out in the inference. 

2464. Will you put in that statement? — I will. 

[TIic Witness delivered in the same, which is asfoUom ;] 
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A RETURN showing the actual Numbers in the Workhouse of Kilrush Union and its Auxiliaries, Daily, from the 
1st Day of December 1849 to the 30th Day of January 1850. 



DATE. 


Parent 

House. 


Leaclmore. 


Factory. 


hoomHUl. 


Ballyeaa. 


Fever 

Hospital. 


Total in 
Houses. 


Accemino- 

dation. 


1340 : 


















Saturday, 1 Dec. 


782 


1,137 


197 


78 


139 




2,333 


2,680 


Sunday, 2 - 


786 


1,133 


198 


80 


134 


- 


2,331 




Monday, 3 — 


802 


1,118 


198 


80 


132 


- 


2,830 




Tuesday, 4 - 


670 


1,227 


198 


78 


174 


- 


2,547 




Wodnes. 5 - 


831 


1,233 


201 


78 


182 


- 


2,625 




Thursday, 6 - 


831 


1,286 


201 


77 


182 


- 


2,526 




Friday, 7 — 


793 


1,178 


201 


76 


176 


- 


2,424 




Saturday, 8 - 


806 


1,163 


202 


76 


178 


- 


2,424 




Sunday, 9 - 


808 


1,176 


202 


77 


156 


- 


2,419 




Monday, 10 — 


816 


1,167 


203 


77 


165 


- 


2,418 


„ 


Tuesday, 11 - 


822 


1,149 


201 


77 


163 


- 


2,402 




Wednes. 12 - 


883 


1,193 


199 


80 


177 


- 


2,632 


.. 


Thursday, 13 — 


892 


1,182 


199 


81 


181 


- 


2,636 


„ 


Friday, 14 — 


791 


1,062 


193 


80 


146 


- 


2,271 




Saturday, 15 - 


603 


1,051 


195 


81 


142 


- 


2,272 




Sunday, 16 — 


821 


1,041 


106 


80 


140 


78 


2,366 


2,830 


Monday, 17 - 


809 


1,022 


198 


81 


135 


78 


2,323 




Tuesday, 18 — 


778 


1,063 


107 


81 


144 


87 


2,360 


j, 


Wedaea. 19 - 


799 


1,235 


145 


84 


81 


89 


2,383 




Thursday, 20 — 


838 


1,220 


139 


34 


81 


94 


2,406 




Friday, 21 — 


816 


1,136 


129 


84 


80 


83 


2,278 




Saturday, 22 - 


825 


1,114 


132 


48 


81 


90 


2,290 




Sunday, 23 — 


831 


1,099 


130 


48 


85 


96 


2,289 




Monday, 24 - 


817 


1,097 


138 


47 


85 


99 


2,283 




1‘uesday, 25 - 


830 


1,193 


124 


47 


84 


103 


2,281 


jj 


Wednes. 26 - 


946 


1,227 


142 


48 


82 


111 


2,655 




Thursday, 27 - 


941 


1,299 


174 


49 


84 


118 


2,665 




Friday, 28 — 


1,063 


1,195 


158 


67 


111 


go 


2,664 


„ 


Saturday, 29 - 


1,066 


1,192 


156 


60 


114 


89 


2,677 




Sunday, 30 - 


1,066 


1,187 


156 


63 


119 


94 


2,674 


„ 


Monday, 31 ~ 


1,056 


1,183 


156 


66 


117 


99 


2,677 


» 


1850: 


















Tuesday, 1 Jan. 


1,056 


1,176 


162 


66 


110 


110 


2,676 


2,830 


Wednes. 2 — 


1,082 


1,254 


178 


66 


122 


121 


2,823 


„ 


Tliursday, 3 — 


1,161 


1,230 


189 


67 


123 


124 


2,884 


„ 


Friday, 4 - 


1,140 


1,165 


181 


65 


124 


99 


2,764 


„ 


Saturday, 6 — 


1,086 


1,146' 


176 


55 


127 


111 


2,700 


„ 


Sunday, 6 — 


1,069 


1,155 


171 


54 


127 


121 




„ 


Monday, 7 — 


1,049 


1,166 


173 


66 


120 


126 


2,694 


„ 


Tuosdavi 8 — 


1,043 


1,204 


173 


56 


133 


136 


2,745 


„ 


Wednes. 9 — 


1,173 


1,277 


194 


03 


137 


109 


2,963 




Thursday, 10 — 


1,208 


1,806 


215 


07 


139 


121 


3,065 


„ 


Friday, 11 — 


1,106 


1,236 


186 


58 


144 


131 


2,860 




Saturday, 12 - 


1,007 


1,236 


190 


60 


143 


140 


2,864 


„ 


Sunday, 13 — 


1,100 


1,232 


184 


60 


146 


143 


2,866 


„ 


Monday, 14 - 


1,103 


1,245 


181 


60 


147 


127 


2,863 




Tuesday, 15 — 


1,100 


1,263 


184 


68 


126 


129 


2,860 




Wednes. 16 — 


1,136 


1,292 


199 


67 


124 


137 


2,945 




Thursday, 17 - 


1,187 


1,330 


209 


69 


130 


141 


3,036 


„ 


Friday, 18 - 


1,074 


1,203 


189 


57 


128 


119 


2,830 


,, 


Saturday, 19 — 


1,082 


1,246 


189 


63 


126 


121 


2,827 




Sunday, 20 — 


1,076 


1,246 


179 


63 


126 


131 


2,821 




Monday, 21 — 


1,084 


1,220 


179 


64 


131 


142 


2,820 




Tuesday, 22 - 


1,084 


1,209 


173 


68 


133 


148 


2,816 




Wednes. 23 — 


1,159 


1,288 


213 


70 


188 


158 


3,024 


,, 


Thursday, 24 - 


1,216 


1,876 


213 


60 


145 


116 


3,126 




Friday, 26 ^ - 


1,146 


1,326 


210 


62 


146 


120 






Saturday, 26 — 


1,109 


1,828 


238 


59 


147 


128 


8,009 




Sunday, 27 — 


1,108 


1,824 


238 


63 


141 


134 






Monday, 28 — 


1,100 


1,322 


236 


60 


140 


128 






T'uesday, 29 - 


1,129 


1,820 


235 


61 


144 


106 


2,995 


n 


Wednes. 80 — 


1,176 


1,869 


240 


61 


146 


114 




» 


Thursday, 31 - 


1,266 


1,381 


244 


60 


149 


124 


3,204 





REMARKS. 



- - The fever hospital 
did not belong to the 
workhouse on this 
date. 



- - The fever hospital 
became one of the in- 
door establishments 
here. 



- - Numbers over ac- 
commodation by 54. 



123 over ® 2 
226 .. 1 "3 




104 over. 
296 •„ 
179 „ 
179 „ 
178 „ 
162 „ 
161 ,, 
270 „ 
374 „ 



E. J. Kennelly, Clerk of Union. 
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Captain 2465. Mr. Clements^ Have you any knowledge of whether the paupers ou 

A. E. Kennedy, the days to which you allude were discharged by order of the guardians? — 

I have not. 

5 July 1850. 2466. Then your inference is drawn simply from the fact of the discharges 

which occur on those days? — Simply. 

2467. Do you think that is quite sufficient to warrant you in making an accu~ 
sation against the guardians ? — I made no accusation against the guardians at any 
time; I have distinctly disavowed that on many occasions, and I can only say 
that I now distinctly disavow any such intention ; I had no reason nor any object 
in doing it. 

2468. Mr. C. LewisJ] With reference to Q. 1909, do you wish to make any 
explanation with regard to Foley’s Store? — I see in the answer Colonel Vandeleur 
states ; “ Now Captain Kennedy knows as well as I do that that answer is not 
a candid answer ; the house called Foley’s Store required no fitting up for the 
purpose for which we took it at the time.” A reference to the Poor-law Commis- 
sioners’ correspondence, and subsequent events, will show that Foley’s Store did 
require fitting up, and that there was neither bedding nor clothing for it, and that 
an advance of 500 Z. was granted from the treasury for the purpose of those 
fittings, and that that sum was not so applied for a considerable period after it was 
received. 

2469. Sir R. Ferguson.'] Under the phrase, “ fitting-up,” do you intend to 
include bedding ? — Bedding, clotliing, and certainly the means of cooking, which 
did not exist there until a very late period. 

2470. 'M.v.Ciemenis.] Was anything required to be done to the building? — 
There were several things required to be done to the building. 

2471. W'^hat sort of things? — Doors made, privies built, and cooking place 
erected, none of which were done fora considerable time after that store was borne 
upon the strength of the house. 

2472. Mr. C. Lewis.] With reference to questions from 1917 to 1939, will 
you state to the Committee what your view is with respect to the houses which 
were occupied in the village of Doonbeg for the reception of paupers ? — I produced 
to the Committee eviction notices served upon the relieving officer of that elec- 
toral division betw-een December 1 848 and September 1 849, which, upon the best 
computation 1 can make, involve the eviction of 848 persons. 1 believe that that 
number of persons, or very near thereto, were evicted from that electoral division 
within that period ; they were from time to time and from day to day turned out 
of their houses, and their houses pulled down ; the relieving officer resided at six 
or seven miles distance. Those persons were frequently turned out, including 
the old, and the helpless, and the young, and were left there upon several occa- 
sions till some of them actually lost their lives. The relieving officer, on report- 
ing this to the guardians, was desired to take a house for the purpose of affording 
a temporary shelter for such persons as were turned out, who might be in receipt 
of relief or otherwise ; he did take those houses, which were, I believe, two out- 
houses in that village, about the i6th or the 20th of October; that village was 
visited by some members of this Committee about the 3d or 9th of September, 
prior to the taking of those houses, and on that occasion I counted as many as 33 
persons in one house ; and I do not hesitate to say, that before the vice-guardians 
took that house of refuge at all, the persons were in as bad or a worse state than 
they were in at the period referred to. 

2473‘ When you say that you counted 33 persons in one house, do you mean 
to say there were 33 persons in a cabin in one room ? — In a cabin with but one 
apartment. 

2474. Mr. Fagan.] Were they evicted persons ? — They were principally evicted 
persons, and to show that it was not al that particular period that those persons 
were kept, as slated, as a little nest of misery to exhibit to Members of Parlia- 
ment, I will refer to the eviction returns, at page 46, to a report of my own, in 
which 1 state, “ Five families, numbering 20 souls, are not unfrequently found 
in a cabin consisting of one small apartment. At Doonbeg, a few days since, I 
found three families, numbering i6 persons, one of whom had cholera, and three 
in a hopeless state of dysentery. The cabin they occupied consisted of one 
wretched apartment about 12 feet square. It was one of the few refuges for the 
evicted, and they were unable to reckon how many had been carried out of it 
from time to time to the grave.” Dr. Phelan was in company with me at this 
time, and I reported about the same time, as will be seen at page 46, “ In another 

of 
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of these deserted and ruined cabins I found a family of these wandering evicted. 
The father of the family lay dead upon some mouldy straw, two of his children • 
lay sound asleep on and across his lifeless body, and his wife lay all but dead in 
a corner beside a smouldering turf.” She was carried into the workhouse, where 
she died in 10 or 12 hours afterwards. Now that occurred upon the 7th May 
1849, when the vice-guardians were in office, so that shows that I had no object 
in bringing any accusation against the elected Board of Guardians, because I 
show that the union was in nearly as bad a stale under the vice-guardians as it 
under the elected guardians j it was in a shocking state under both. 

2475. Mr. C. Lewis.'\ Was the house in Doonbeg intended as an extra place of 
refuge for houseless persons ?— Merely as a nightly refuge, to give those persons 
the option of going to the workhouse, or finding shelter elsewhere. There was a 
constant succession of [)ersons in the house \ they were not the same persons 
retained there the whole lime, but as they were turned out from different town- 
lands, they went there ; that was the only shelter they could get, remaining tenants • 
being forbidden to shelter them. 

2476. Did they bring with them whatever clothes, or bedding or furniture 
they possessed? — They did. 

2477. Were they at the time furnished with food by the guardians? — The 
greater portion of them, indeed I may say almost all, were furnished with out- 
door relief, the food being Indian meal. 

2478. Mr. Monsell.] Was not one of those wretched rooms made a sort of 
hospital? — Yes, for the sick. The medical officer of the district put those who 
were sick into one compartment. I produce a letter from the medical officer of 
the district, addressed to the guardians on the 22d of December 1849. He says, 

“ Gentlemen, I consider it my duty, as medical officer of this district, to lay 
before you a report as to the state in which this parish at present is. For the last 
fortnight or three weeks the paupers have scarcely anything to subsist on but an 
odd turnip. In my visits during the week I find that fever and dysentery are on 
the increase; I allude particularly to that description of fever which is induced 
by want of food and sufficient clothing; creatures lying iu fever and dysentery 
have nothing wherewith to wet their parched lips (now that all supplies of milk, 
&c. have been stopped by a recent resolution of your Board). I have found in 
some cases five or six on one bed ill in dysentery, four in another bed, but slowly- 
recovering from fever. I could mention many more cases of a similar descrip- 
tion, but suffice it to say that, in my opinion, and I believe it is the general 
opinion amongst the medical profession, that if you remove those creatures who 
are, after different relapses of both fever and dysentery, from their place of resi- 
dence to Kilrush, which in some instances is a distance of 12 miles, they will 
die at the very door of your hospital. However, I must only go according to your 
orders, until I hear further from you. I beg further to add, that I sent an order 
for drugs, at present much required, about five or six weeks past, and have not 
since received them, although having made frequent inquiry.” 

2479. Mr. C. L&wh^ At the time that those houses were occupied, were there 
not numerous vacancies in the workhouse ? — There were ; it was during the 
months of October and November, a time when the workhouses are usually 
expected to fill with the able-bodied class. The vice-guardians were unwilling to 
fill up the workhouse with the infirm class ; and almost all of those whom I speak 
of came under the first section, whom they could legally relieve out of doors. 
A short time subsequently to that, to show that it was a prudent measure, the 
elected guardians ordered those persons Into the workhouse, I think about the 
middle of December, and they were obliged to discharge 200 of that very class in 
January to make room for the able-bodied; that, I think, shows that the vice- 
guardians exercised a sound discretion in not forcing them into the house. 

° 2480. Chairman.'] Do not you think that the vice-guardians are legally entitled 
to provide shelter as well as food for the infirm paupers who are receiving out- 
door relief? — Clearly. 

248 1 . Mr. Fagan.] Did you say that the 200 who were discharged were widows 
and their children? — Some were widows; I do not know tiiat they were all 
widows; they were under section one, of course. 

2482. Mr. 8 . Adair.] But it was the general rule of both Boards in the Kil- 
rush Union not to admit the infirm class into the house ? — Not to crowd the house 
with them ; the Board admitted some, of course, but where workhouse accommo-. 
dation was of very great importance to test the able-bodied class in the union ; 
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whei'e there was no employment they were obliged to keep vacancies, for imme- 
diately it was full there was a rush for out-door relief. I would wish to add an 
additional particular about Doonbeg; there was a memorial sent to the Poor-law 
Commissioners, stating that I was the person who had turned those paupers out on 
a day when it was snowing or raining ; that was perfectly contrary to the fact ; 

I had nothing whatever to say to either ordering them in or ordering them out. 

2483. Mr. C. Lewis!] A letter addressed to yourself with respect to the case 
of a man named Gorman, was referred to under Question 1955 ; by whom was 
that letter written ? — It does not appear that the name of the writer is given, but 
the letter was,. I know, for I subsequently spoke to the man who wrote the letter, 
written by a farmer residing in the neighbourhood. 

2484. Do you remember what happened to Gorman? — Gorman died, I think, 
the day after I saw him, and two of his children subsequently died ; the whole of 
his family, consisting of himself and four children were lying on one pallet of 
straw, in the most filthy and disgusting state of dysentery, in an outshed of a 
house. 

2485. What was the reason of his leaving the workhouse? — He stated to me, 
and his wife stated to me, that he got dysentery, and that his children got dysen- 
tery in the house; he told me thafit was eating turnip diet, as he called it, that 
gave him the dysentery. 

3486. What was the reason of his preferring to leave the workhouse when he 
was attacked with dysentery, instead of being treated there ? — They often do so ; 
it is a common occurrence ; the medical officer will state that they frequently, 
when they are attacked with disease, rush out of the workhouse sooner than come 
to him for advice. 

2487. Would he not have been better treated in the workhouse than he was in 
the place where be resided ? — No doubt of it I think they have no reason to 
complain of their general treatment in the workhouse, 

2488. Was not Gorman^s unfortunate end owing to the step which he took in 
leaving the workhouse? — I think it was quite attributable to liimself. 

2489. Chairvian!] But still persons coming out of the workhouse with dysen- 
tery upon them, and stating publicly to their neighbours that that complaint was 
caused by the diet given in the workhouse, would produce probably a panic in the 
neiglibourhood, and would prevent other paupers from coming into the workhouse ? 
— I believe it to be the fact that it did deter many from coming in at that period. 

2490. Mr. MonselV] Some accusations have been made against you with re- 
ference to ordering relief for applicants ; I wish to know whether in going through 
the union it is not the fact that you gave large sums out of your own pocket to 
relieve poor persons ? — I am unwilling to allude to my nwn charities, but I can 
only assure the Committee that I have spent more money in that union than 
Her Majesty has given me since I have been there; I do not understand how 
persons with any charity can go about such a place and keep money in their 
pockets, 

2491. Mr. C. Lewis.] Will you refer to Question 1692 ; have you any remark 
to make upon the statement respecting Mr. Burke?— The statement respecting 
Mr. Burke is perfectly and altogether incorrect; I never stated that Mr. Burke 
liad not committed any delinquency in his collection, which might not be over- 
looked ; on the contrary, I inquired into the matter ; I thought Mr. Burke’s a very 
flagrant case, and I reported it to the Poor-law Commissioners, but there was a- 
strong feeling on the part of many members of the Board who were connected with 
Mr. Burke, either by ties of blood or friendship, that Mr. Burke should not be 
dismissed if possible, and they passed a resolution requesting the Poor-law Com- 
missioners to reprimand Mr. Burke and not to call for his resignation ; but I never 
reconjmended that step; I was unwilling to go counter to what appeared to be the 
strong wish and general feeling of the guardians, but I never recommended any 
such step ; I was quite of opinion all through that the Poor-law Commissioners 
would not sanction Mr. Burke’s remaining in office; I did not think they ought 
to have sanctioned his remaining in office. 

2492. Mr. Clements.] Will you just look at these signatures; do you believe 
tliem to be authentic {handing a paper to the Witness) ?-^I do believe them to be 
authentic. 

2493. Will you have the kindness to read that paper? — “ We the undersigned, 
late guardians of the poor of the union of Kilrush, do hereby certify, that on a very 
early day after the election of the Board (the 5th day of November 1 849), Captain 

, Kennedy 
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Kennedy, inspector, brought under the notice of the Board a letter of the Com- Captain 
missioners (the second of the 2d instant), relative to certain charges preferred 
ag^ainst Messrs. M'Donnell and Burke, rate collectors, accompanied with a copy of ^ 

minutes of evidence taken by Captain Kennedy relative thereto, and the Commis- ^ uy i 50. 
sioners requested the guardians would call upon each of those collectors to resign. 

‘ On the recommendation of Captain Kennedy the Board came to the foliowinw 
resolution : That on reference to the Commissioners’ letter, of the 2d November, 

No. 68,377, the matter be postponed for consideration until Saturday the 10th 
November, as the Board consider it advisable to have a full meeting or order to 
consider the circumstances referred to.’ On the loth November, at a full 
meeting of the Board, and after reading the above letter to the Board, Captain 
Kennedy suggested that it was competent for the guardians to rehear the case, 
and if they were of opinion (as it was his opinion) that there was nothing fraudu- 
lent in the conduct of those collectors, that a reprimand, instead of dismissal, 
would be sufficient under all the circumstances, and which suggestion the o-uardians 
acted on, as will appear by a subsequent minute of the Board. We beg further 
to state, that a rehearing of this case occupied the greater part of the Board’.s time 
on that day, and the following resolution was passed with the sanction and 
approval of Captain Kennedy: ‘ Resolved, that in consequence of the uniform 
good conduct of the collectors, Burke and M‘Donneil, the Board are of opinion 
that a reprimand, instead of dismissal, would be sufficient under all the circum- 
stances, the collectors being held responsible for some deficiency arisimr out of 
their neglect.’” I have only to say in reference to this, that I positively deny 
the statement, that the clerk of the union has also positively denied it, and will do 
so again, and that others, guardians of the Board, will deny it. 

2494. Mr. C. Lewis.'] Deny what ? — That I ever recommended Mr. Burke’s 
retention.' It is perfectly untrue. 

2495. Mr. 'Fagan.] Will you refer to the eviction returns at page 50 ?— I have 
them. 

2496. In page 50 it appears you furnished the Commissioners with a list of 
persons expelled from their lands and houses on the lands of Donagha West, the 
property of Nicholas Westby and Thomas Morony, Esq. ?— I did. 

2497. There is a list of 28 heads of families so stated by you to have been 
expelled from their lands and houses? — There is. 

249S. The Committee have it stated, in Mr. Keane’s evidence, that 23 of those 
persons are still in their houses ; will you have the kindness to give some expla- 
nation of the discrepancy between your statement and Mr. Keane’s r — I admit, 
before going further, that the heading of this ‘'List of Persons expelled from 
their Lands and Houses on the Lands of Donagha West, the Property of Nicholas 
W’estby and Thomas Morony, Esq.,” would lead to the belief, and I did not 
intend that it should lead to the belief, that those persons were permanently 
expelled ; but I will satisfy the Committee that legal possession of those persons’ 
houses was taken, and that then they were admitted again during pleasure, which 
is a very common case ; and with reference to Donagha, East and West, I will 
read depositions of Mr. John M‘Guire, the bailiff. This man, “ being duly sworn, 
states : I was a bailiff in the parish of Moyarta j I remember executing decrees 
against the bodies of many tenants on the lands of Donagha, East and West, 

Mr. Marcus Keane, agent. Many of them gave possession of their house? and 
lands, sooner than go to gaol. The agent gave them their choice. They pro- 
mised me 2 5. & d. each for every one I arrested j I was never paid. Michael 
Eoley, Bridget M‘Grath, Michael Hologhan, and John Hanrahan gave up pos- 
session in this manner. They were let in again as care-takers. This was a com- 
mon custom latterly, but I never knew it practised till latterly. The following 
persons were so decreed : Nos. t, 2. 4. 10. 12, 13, 14, 15. 19. 21, 22. 25, 26. 

28, in list dated 4th of May 1849, P^g® 5 ®, Report, The following persons, 
numbered Nos. 1. 3, 4. 6, 7, 8, in List dated 4 May 1849, page 51, Report, 
were also decreed, and possession taken. Michael Foley, who does not appear 
in the list, was decreed and possession taken in the manner of those described on 
the same lands. It was Bunfield, Mr. Marcus Keane's man, put these decrees 
into my hands, and accompanied me while I executed them and arrested the 
persons. It appears to me that though Mr. Keane is rightj I am right too. 

I freely admit what Mr. Keane states, that a number of those persons are still in 
®’ 52 - z 3 their 
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Captain their houses; blit it appears those persons were decreed, and possession was 
A. E. Ketmedi/. taken. 

^ 2499. In this Return you make this note in reference to 21 of those persons ; 

5 July 1850. „ these gave up their land about eight mouths ago, and were since, one after 

another, obliged to give up their houses”? — I believe that to be nearly the fact. 

I will not state it is accurately so, because I believe there are many inaccuracies 
in those lists which I am quite ready to admit, and did admit to the Poor-law 
Commissioners 12 months ago. 

2500. What reason have you to believe, contrary to Mr. Keane’s statement, 
that that is tlie fact? — Simply from the sworn deposition of the relieving officer, 
which I will read to you. The relieving officer states the contrary. He does not 
altogether contradict what Mr. Keane states, but partly so. 

2501 . But does he bear out the statement of yours, that they were, one after 
another obliged to give up their houses r” — I think he does to some extent. 

2502. What is his name? — Daniel Gorman. 

2503. Do you know him? — I do. 

2504. Do you believe him to be a trustworthy man? — I believe him to be a. 
strictly truth-speaking man. Probably I may be allowed to refer to Mr. Keane’s 
petition on this subject of evictions. I have no desire to state anything disagre- 
able either with respect to Mr. Keane or anybody else, but I merely wish to show 
that Mr. Keane gets into error as well as I do. If the Committee will refer to Mr. 
Keane’s petition, Case No. II, they will find that he states, “ Case No. n. In same 
page, 21 of Report, the name of Malachy Meskill, No. 35, Dromeliliy, is furnished 
as one who was evicted and his house levelled, on the gth of August 1848.” 
Mr. Keane’s answer is, “The fact is, Malachy Meskill is still in the enjoyment of 
his bouse and land as before ; he is and has ever been an excellent tenant, though 
holding only two acres, for which he pays sixteen shillings.” Now will the Com- 
mittee allow me to read the deposition in answer to that : “ Malachi Meskill (No. 
35) being duly sworn states, I live on the lands of Drornelihy, Mr. Marcus Keane 
is the agent ; I held a little over an acre and a half of laud ; I paid 1/. a year rent; 
my father held it before, and I held it since his death ; the whole farm was ejected 
last year ; I was turned out along with the others ; I was let in again ; when I was 
go let in Mr. Keane’s surveyor, Markham, was with the sheriff, and he told me 
I must give Simon Campbell 2 s. 6 d. for my house till November ; it was before 
May I was turned out ; I am not sure that I had possession of my land on the 
day Mr. Shannon came on the lands to take a list of those evicted. Michael 
Meskill has the land I had now tilled; he pays the rent and taxes out of it ; the 
rent now is 65. a year. Mr. Marcus Keane was at my house lately ; I cannot 
remember the day ; it is more than a week since ; I am not sure whether it is a 
fortnight ago. Mr. Marcus Keane came into the house that day ; I said he was 
very uneasy for fear it was tumbled ; as he said he got a letter from Parliament, 
which mentioned that it was tumbled, and that he was glad it was not, and tliat 
he never would tumble it. My wife told him 1 never put my name to paper 
about tumbling my bouse ; that she did not know who told it. He told my 
wife that he was setting some bog, and that when he did so, he would give us a 
spot of it. I am a pauper on the out-door relief list in Kilmacriuane divUion. 
I am breaking stones with the paupers daily. Charles Healy is the steward over 
me. I have been getting relief for nearly two years. I have eight in family. I 
have no land but a haggard, and with a few cabbage plants and turnips in my 
possession for the last two years. It is on the Marquis of Conyngham’s property 
I lived.” I think that will satisfy the Committee that Mr. Keane can make mis- 
takes as well as I can. I can give corroborative evidence upon this point. 

2505. Will you refer to Question 1301 ? — Ihave it. 

2506. you read it and Mr. Keane’s evidence in answer to that question t 
— “Are there any other cases you can mention to the Committee ? — With regard 
to the townland of Moyarta, in pages 38, 40, 51, and 56, it appears in different 
parts of the book, beginning at page 38, there are nine families; in page 40, 16 
families; in page 51, 2t families; and out of the whole number there was only 
one house levelled, or a family expelled from a house.” I am prepared to show, 
from the sworn evidence, that there were a number of them expelled, and a 
number of the houses levelled, but certainly not to the extent stated in the report. 
I confess that the report of Moyarta is erroneous to a very great extent. 

2507. Who were the persons whose depositions you took ? — The relieving 

officer’s 
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ofBcer’s and some of the parties themselves. I will refer to the evidence, or put ^ j 
in a copy, if the Committee desire to have it. 

2508. Hand in a copy, if you please. ^ 

[The Witness deliverer! in the same, which are as follow ;] 

Daniel Gorman being duly sworn, states ; I am the relieving officer of the Moyarta 

'^'l* have read the list of evictions of nine families, at page 38 of report, and I have made 
strict inquiry, and the following is the result : — 

No. 10, house levelled. No. 11, house levelled, though the occupiers offered the rent. 

No. 12, was dispossessed, though he offered all rent due ,■ is now a caretaier, liable to 
be turned out any hour. 

No. 13, dispoBs^sed out of house and land, though he ottered to pay his rent. 

Nos. 14 and 16. dispossessed of their bouses and holdings, given to the under-agent or 
driver on the property (one Bunfield), and are now off the lands. 

Nos. 16 and 17, dispossessed, and houses levelled. 

I have read the list at page 40 of report, comprisii^ 14 families. 

Nos. 2, 3, 4, 0, 0, have been accounted for at page 38 of report, and are erroneously 
entered here. . «. /. v i j 

There was more than one notice of eviction served on relieving offacer tor the same lanas, 
and the mistake must have arisen from that chcumstance. 

No. 1, left the lands before he was evicted. _ i_ t * 

No. 5, is included in the eviction notice served on the reheving othcer, but 1 cannot 
ascertain any particulars concerning him. 

Nos. 7, 8, were dispossessed, and have been readmitted as caretakers. _ _ 

No. 10, is included in the eviction notice served by the agent, but I cannot ascertain in 
whose house they resided. , , - i j ' 

No. 11, was dispossessed, and readmitted as caretaker ; has since got some land. 

No 12 was dispossessed, though rent was paid ; 13 and 14 the same. 

No. 15, was dispossessed, and is a caretaker. No. 16, 1 cannot ascertain whether she is 
cai'etaker or no, but I believe that she is. . p .• u-l- 

I found considerable diehculty and unwillingness to afford me any information on this 
property. , 

Mr. Marcus Keane, the agent, has been over it withm a lew days. _ 

One of his men threatened violence to the overseer and myself when we were making 
inquiries. 

1 have examined the list at page 51, comprising 21 families. 

I find the following numbers erroneously entered, having appeared in pages 38 and 40 
of report : namely, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10. 16, 16, 19, 20, 21. 

No. 6, disposed of land to the under agent, Banfield. 

No. 5, was dispossessed) though rent was paid. _ 

No. 9, disposed of her land. Both those parties were under ejectment at the time. 

No. 11, was a caretaker, and subsequently turned out. 

No. 12, disposed of land when under ejectment. , , 

Nos. 13, and 14, same family, on relief. No. 17 dispossessed and left mas caretakers. 

No. 18, was dispossessed and unhoused. ^ 

All those stated as caretakers are liable to be turned out at a moment s warning. 

I have read the list at page 56 of report, comprising 10 families. 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 were all dispossessed and unhoused. _ _ 

No. 9, was dispossessed and let in again under security j his name appears on the eviction 
notice served on the relieving officer. 

No. 10, is dispossessed, and is a caretaker, and on relief. 

'Hie whole of those named as caretakers are now on relief. , , ,t i./r 

Before I was appointed relieving officer, John Keane, who is employed by Mr. Marcus 
Keane, told me he had been with Mr. Marcus Keane when he dispossessed a greater number 
than appeal's in those lists, and let them in as caretakers. 

Sworn before me this 27th July 1849. ^ 

A. E. Kennedy, V. L. I. 

Signed, being duly read to me, 

Daniel Gorman. 



Report, &c., Pages 34, 38, 64, 56. Petition, Case 1, (No. 13, page 54). 

Thomas Healy being duly sworn, states ; I lived on the lands of Oughterard. 

I held one acre and a house ; Marcus Keane, agent. . i j j 

I was turned out the beginning of May last ; my house was tumbled down, and well 

**^1 went by the side of the ditch with my wife and child. I was 16 or 17 miles (Irish) 
from the workhouse. j 

0.52. z 4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 



Captain I was by tbe ditch side till after nightfall ; a neighbour took me in. 

A. E- Rentudy. Tlie houses of the following persons were levelled on those lands within 12 months : 

7 List, page 34, Nos. l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Pat Roberts, Michael M'Mahon, Thomas 

5 July 1850. Birmingham, Thomas Murphy, Denis Griffin, Thomas Robins, Michael Molony turned out, 
and house given to another. 

John Healy turned out ; has no residence. I don’t know John Honan (No. 9). 

No. 1, Mary Blake, house levelled; givenanother. Betty Canty, house levelled ; Martin 
Gorman, unhoused ; John Blake, house levelled; he and his family lived for a fortnight 
by the ditch side. 

They then made a small hut by the road side, near their former dwelling, which did not 
half cover his family. Pat Gallery, a man employed by Mr. Keane, levelled this also. 
Margaret Gorman was left in ; has given security to go out when ordered. 

No. 6, was left in on same condition. 

No. 7, 1 ca’ut speak to. 

No. 8, likewise. 

Roger Lynch (No. 9), lived with Denis Thrare, whose house was tumbled. 

Michael Lynch {No. 10), was turned out. I got his house as caretaker. 

James Cre^h (No. 11), land taken from him ; left in house as caretaker. 

Simon Griffin (No. 12), house tumbled. 

Thomas Healy (No. 18), house tumbled. 

James Kelly (No. 14), land taken from him; present occupier of land allows them to 
remain in house. 

John M'lnerney, whole family dead. Was unhoused, 

Pat. JVPNamara (No. 16), remained as a caretaker. 

Michael Creagh remains in as caretaker, is on relief. 

Mai-y Keatinge remained as caretaker; they went to level her house, and thefamily being 
in cholera, the house was left. 

No. 19, Margaret Foran remains as caretaker by owner of land. 

Nb. 20, Daniel Foran. House tumbled ; built a hut, which was tumbled also. 

No. 21, Anthony Blake, unhoused. 

No. 22, a caretaker at 1 d. per four weeks or month. 

No. 2.3, unhoused. 

No. 24, caretaker. 

No. 25, Michael Curtin, dead. Widow a caretaker. 

No. 26, left in ; having given security. Then men were on the top of the house stripping 
the thatch, when they came to a settlement. 

No. 27, double entry (see page 54). James M'Garth allowed to remain as caretaker. 

No. 29, the same. 

No. 30, Michael Keane left as caretaker. 

No. 31, Pat. Hogan the same. 

No. 32, Mary Bary the same. 

No. 33, Anthony Gorman the same. 

No. 34. the same. 

No. 35, Michael Keane Torn the same. 

No. 36, Martin Gorman unhoused. 

No. 37, Jony Hough, house levelled ; has got another from the tenant. 

No. 38, Honor Jordan, a caretaker. 

No. 39, Dead, family caretaker. 

No. 40, Pat Whitty. Martin Carmody passed his I 0 U for 8 1. as security to give up 
possession of house on demand. 

No. 41, a caretaker. 

No. 42, The same. 

No. 43, turned out of land; his house was built on his brother’s land, and remained 
standing. 

Nos. 44 and 45 double entries. Vide No. 7 and 8, page 54. 

I offered the rent for my holding, but it was refused by Pat Nelson and Roughan, the 
under agent. 

Swum before me, 28 July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 

his 

Being read over to me (signed) Thomas x Healy, 

mark. 

Witness, John M. Shannon. 



Report, pages 38-40. 51-56, Case 3. 

Andrew Creagh (No. 14, page 40), being duly sworn, states : 

I held 2 J acres on the lands of Moyarta, Marcus Keane agent. 

I was dispossessed about two years ago, out of my land. I occupy the house still. 
Mr. Burton, about a month ago, threatened to tumble my house, if I would not give it up. 
I refused to give up my house ; I hold it still. 

I told 
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I told them I would let them tumble it a top of me, but I would not leave myself Captain 
houseless. ; _ ^ _ A.E. Kennedy. 

I liave four in family. I am now on the relief list — — 

Signed, being duly read to me, Andrew Creagk. 5 Jaly 1850. 

Sworn before me, this 27th July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 



Report, page 40. Case 3. — Carrigakoli. 

John M' Mahon (No. 3, page 40), being duly sworn, states ; 

I hold three acres on the land of Moyarta, Mr. Marcus Keane agent, at a yearly rent of 
3 I. 6 s. 

I was dispossessed last November, and readmitted, as caretaker, at 3 d. per month. 

I offered my rent before and after I was dispossessed. 

I was well able to pay it ; Mr. Keane refused to take it. 

I remained in the house till the land was given to another man, and then I quitted it. 

his 

(signed, being duly read) J'ohn + McMahon, 
mark. 



Sworn before me, this 27th July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I, 



Witness, Tkos. M‘Inerny, R. Officer. 



Report, page 50. Case, Petition No. 4. — Donagha, West, 

Daniel Gorman, relieving officer, being sworn, states : 

The lands of Donagha, West, are in my district. 

I have read the list at page 50, comprising 28 families. 

I have made minute local inquiry, and the following is the result : — 

Nos. 1 and 2 were decreed for rent, and surrendered land, when arrested, to escape going 
to gaol. 

No. 3, surrendered land. 

No. 4, was decreed dispossessed, and house levelled. 

No. 5, surrendered land, and occupies house still. 

No. 6, decreed ; house levelled, 

No. 9, unhoused. 

I cannot ascertain anything about 7 and 8, or 10. 

No. 11, surrendered land ; occupies house still. 

No. 12, decreed for rent, and dispossessed of house and land. 

No. 13, the same. 

No. 14, same; died in workhouse. 

No. 16, gave up land, father being lessee, and decreed. 

No. 16, can learn no particulars. 

No. 17, is a caretaker. 

No. 18, a caretaker. 

No. 19, a caretaker. 

No. 20, house levelled. 

No. 21 , decreed dispossessed ; now a caretaker. 

No. 22, the same. 

No. 23, surrendered land ; now living in a hut in the bog. 

No. 24, was decreed ; gave up house and land. 

No. 25, was decreed, and escaped to America, leaving family on relief. 

No. 26, decreed, and surrendered land; is a caretaker. 

No. 27, gave up land to save her effects being canted. 

No. 28, the same ; was decreed, and surrendered land. 

I'he people told me wheir inquiring that they knew but very few houses would be left 
standing on this townland in a short time. 

There are, I believe, five keepers now watching the crops on that farm; all, save two, 
named in that list are on relief. 

There is great difficulty at arriving at any accurate information in this district, owing to 
the number of sub-agents, drivers, and bailiffs employed there locally by Mr. Keane, who 
exercises great influence in that locality. 

The caretakers dare not afford information, as the under agent would immediately throw 
down their houses. 

Sworn before me this 27th July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 

Signed, being first read over to me, 

Daniel Gorman, R. 0. Moyarta, E. Division. 

0.52. A A 
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Daniel Gorman, continued. — I have read and inquired relative to the list containing 13 
families, at page 51. 

The result is as follows : 

ITo. 1, unhoused. 

No. 2, caretaker. 

No. 3, unhoused. 

Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, caretaker, at Id. per month. 

No. 10, can ascertain no particulars. 

No. 11, was a caretaker; since got land ; now on relief. 

No. 12, caretaker. 

No. 18 , same. , , . , 

John Dinan is not included in list, was dispossessed, and is a caretaker. 

John Rochford, house levelled. 

I believe every one of these are on relief. 

Sworn before me this 27th July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 

Signed being first read to me, 

Daniel Gorman, R. Officer, Moyarta, E. Division. 



Report, page 38. Case, Petition No. 4. 

John McCarthy (No. 12, at paje 38), being duly sworn, states — I held three acres on 
the lands of Moyarta, Marcus Keane agent. 

I was dispossessed last November, 

I had paid up all my rent and taxes, and always did. 

I was readmitted as a caretaker tor the consideration of a few pence for one month. 

I am living in a portion of the house still. 

They may throw me out and tumble my house when they please. 

I had four children when I was turned out. My son, one of the ablest boys m the west, 
died in the field coming home one night, of want, after we were turned out. 

The coroner gave me the price of a coffin for him._ 

I am now on relief with the remainder of my i'amily. 

There were many others on the same farm turned out. 

James M'Grath and Mary Henchy’s houses were levelled. 

I believe the whole of those on the farm at present, with few exceptions, are caretakers. 
Bunfield, the under agent, tumbled Michael Keane’s house (No. 1, page 66) down 
top of him. 

He built it up again. 

Sworn before me this 27th July 1849, 

A. E, Kennedy, P. L. I. 

Signed, being duly read over to me, 

his 

John + McCarthy, 
mark. 

Witness, John M. Shannon. 



Report, page 51. Petition, Case 4. 

Bridget M'Grath (No. 4, page 51), being duly sworn states. — I held an acre and quarter 
of land, on the lands of Donagha, East, (Mr. Marcus Keane, agent,) at a yearly rent of 
18s. (id. 

I was dispossessed last November 12 months. 

I was decreed for the rent, and was forced to give possession; I gave up house and all. 

I was let in as a caretaker ; I am in it still. 

But they can turn me out when they please. 

Sworn before me, this 27th July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 
Signed, being read over to me, 

her 

Bridget x M'Grath, 
mark. 

Witness, Thomas M'Inerny, R. Officer. 



Tullabrack, page 15. Report. Petition, Case No. 7. 

John M. Shannon, being duly sworn, states: — 

I am employed by the vice-guardians as general overseer over the paupers receiving out- 
door relief, under section 2. 1 have made due and diligent inquiry relative to the evictions 

at Tullyhrack. 

I was 
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I was accompanied by the relieving officer while making local inquiry. I have read the 
list at page 15 of Reports on the Kilrush Union. v t n ’* j + 

I believe that list and the remarks appended to be substantially true and correct. 

I believe there were some evicted about the same period from the same lands whose 

names do not appear in the list. , , • x j 

I believe that nine-tenths of those named m the list are now under my superintendence, 

w^s^^^'lSoyed by Captain Kennedy from time to time to collect the names and 

numbers of evicted in my district. , xi 

I have no doubt that I was intentionally misled m making the list of evictions on the 
lands of Moyarta, Donagha, and Kilbaliyowen (appearing at pages 38, 40. 50, 51, 64, 5o, 

“The nlmeron the eviction notices seiTed on the relieving officers were calculated, 

I believe, intentionally to mislead me. These eviction notices contained a greater nninber 
of names, in some instances, than are comprised m the list. Thera are a few double entries 
(66 and 66 ) evidently clerical errors. , , ht *1 u 

^ The number of under-agents and drivers employed by Mr. Keane on these l^s Pr^ 
vented the people giving me accurate intormation. One of his under^gent^ Patt Nelson, 
was fathev-m-law to the relieving officer of Kilbaliyowen. Another of Mr. Keane 5 mider- 
aeents is meal distributor in Moyarta. , , a • x * 

These circumstances combined rendered it a most difficult matter to arrive at accurate 
information in these localities. ,, , , . 1 n*- m v „ 

I was threatened with personal violence by Tim Healy, a dnver under Mr. Tom Keane 
(brother to Marcus Keane), while making local inquiries a few days smce. He threatened 
to take mv papers from me, and burn them. 1 i • j ^ . 

• I believe he would have done so, had 1 not been close to a stone-breakmg depot. 

Sworn before me, this 29th day of July 1849, 

A. E. Kennedy, P. L. I. 

Signed, being duly read to me, 

John M. Shannon. 

2 wo Mr C XOTis.l Are you the inspector of any other union now besides 
the umon of Kilrush 1-1 ai, of K-ildysart, which formerly was comprised 

"''251m That is a small union, which was formed out of part of the Kilrush 

Union? — Yes, and .part of Ennis. , t. , r rt j- t 

2511. Are both of those unions now under elected Boards of Guardians. 

5 "2*^*Do you conceive that the inspection of those two unions occupies the 
whofe of your lime?— I can assure the Committee, that though I do not know 
what good I have been doing there, for three years I have worked from 10 to 12 

« I y.'^But the question refers to the present moment ?-At the present moment 
I think they would certainly occupy the tune of the most active and intelligent 

man that could be sent to them. • j <i noyf 

21:14. Be good enough to describe how your tune is occupied ?— in that part 
of the^ counfry there ?s very great difficulty in getting tru^stwortlj re 
officers- I have an indifferent opinion of the truthfulness ofthe peiyle selected. 
I think they are very generally badly selected by the elected Boards of Guar- 
dians I find them constantly tripping ; they require continually looking after. 
Sn a late occasion I was employed for a fortnight in scrutinizing the paupers 
on the out-door relief list, and I found a great f “P'^Vh frt 

under Section i who were properly relievable under Section 2. There 
nobody to do that duty; the Board of Guardians will not do it; they do not 
think ft a part of their^duty to give their time to it, and I do not think they 

™ Just describe to the Committee how. during the week your time is 
usuallv occupied ’-There are two days in each week on which I attend the 
Boarifof Guardians at their sitting. 1 generally attend on two other 
days to see what is going on. and to ascertain what guardians are present, and 
Xte tbeTaw is fa\-ly®andWoperly carried out; ton f 

put on the relief list, and so forth. I give much attention *e collectiw 
he rate, to see that the rate is generally well collected, and I have to report to 
the Commissioners in any case where I ^ 

which I conceive to be my most ^ tfref aX^^ 

vision over the books of the union, the relieving officer s books . the examination 

0.52. ^ 



Captain • 
f. E. Kennedy. 



5 July 1850. 
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Captain and inspection of those books would occupy, I think, an inspector altogether, to 
A. E. Kennedy, do the thing properly. 

2516. Do you give instructions to the paid officers of the union ?— Never, 

5 July 1850. except through the Board of Guardians, unless in this way ; for instance, if I 
wanted the relieving officer to have a number of paupers on a certain day at 
a certain place to be scrutinized, I would give him that direction independent of 
the guardians, knowing that it would not interfere with his other duties. 

2517. Mr. Fagan^ Are the duties which you perform the general duties per- 
formed throughout Ireland by poor-law inspectors?— By temporary inspectors. 

I have the inspection of the house, where there are 4,000 to 5,000 people brought 
together, and with a class of officers who have indifferent notions of arrangement 
and classification, or discipline, and it requires constant attention, where many are 
brought together, to superintend them. 

2518. Mr. C. Lewis:] Do you ever bring applications for relief under the 
notice of the relieving officer ?— Never, unless I see a case of extreme urgency in 
going about, which the relieving officer has not seen, and then I bring it under 
She notice of the relieving officer. 

2519. Do you ever receive applications for relief? — ^Never, except for private 
relief. 

2520. Mr. Clements.] What arrangements were made by the vice-guardians 
for receiving applications from persons for relief? — Those prescribed by the rules 
of the Poor-law Commissioners. 

2521. Were any days fixed for persons to apply to the relieving oflacers before 
the day on which their cases were determined by the guardians ? — There were. 

2522. Were they adhered to? — As far as they could possibly be adhered to 
they were, but in some cases, in some seasons, it w'as quite impossible to keep to 
them. 

2523. Was it the practice of the guardians to order relief before the cases were 
visited by the relieving officers ? — Frequently ; and that must necessarily be the 
case at this moment from the size of the relieving officer’s districts and the number 
of applicants. 

2524. For what period did they order relief in such cases? — Generally tempo- 
rary relief for a fortnight or three weeks, or till inquiry could be made. 

2525. Mr. C. Lewis.] Have you generally acted in harmony with the Board of 
Guardians? — Generally; I have never had a personal difference, I believe, with 
any member of the Board of Guardians, or anybody else in the union. 

2526. Has there been generally a disposition amongst the paid officers or 
amongst the applicants for relief, or amongst the paupers, to consider you in the 
light of a court of appeal from the guardians ? — Certainly not. 

2527. Have you ever wished to assume that position ? — Most certainly not ; it 
would increase my responsibility, which I do not wish to increase ; it is quite 
enough already. 

2528. Mr. Monseli:] What is your opinion of the operauon of the clause rating 
the owner of tenements under 4 1 . } — 1 think that it induces excessive evictions. 
The landlord must do it, as a measure of self-defence, I think. 

2529. Mr. C. Lezois.] Do you think that the operation of that clause in 
increasing evictions, is principally seen in cases where the rent is not paid ? — 
I think in both cases, whether the rent be paid or not, there is a great inclination 
to get rid of that class of occupiers. 

2530. Did that clause produce evictions before the potato failure ? — I do not 
believe it did ; indeed I believe, from what I have seen, that the land was much 
more productive in the hands of that class than in the hands of any other class. 

2531. Mr. Clements.] Was the poor-rate heavy before the potato failure? — 
No, merely nominal. 

2532. Mr. Mbnsell] Will you turn to Question 2010 in Colonel Vandeleur’s 
evidence, having reference to the return with regard to evictions which was sent 
by you to the Poor-law Commissioners, and afterwards laid upon the table of the 
House of Commons ; he says, “ If you take Captain Kennedy’s own report, and 
make up the numbers from his own report, instead of 15,000 as stated, the total 
individuals contained in this report are 9,271.” Can you make any explanation of 
that apparent discrepancy ? — My belief is, that it was not upon the authority of 
these printed returns that that statement was made, but upon the authority of a 
report of mine subsequent to those Returns, which I think you will find at pages 
46 arid 47 of these printed returns, in which I state my belief that 15,000 

persons 
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persons had been evicted ; and I am still of that opinion ; but that included the 
printed list and those which had been evicted subsequently. 

2533. In fact that printed list did not pretend to embrace the names of all the 
persons? — Not at all ; it was only up to a certain date. 

2534. Chairman!] Do you anticipate any improvement in the state of the 
union as arising from the subdivision which has taken place into two unions, and 
the diminution in the electoral divisions ; do you see any source of improvement in 
lliat? — 1 think generally that there has been greater attention paid to tlie adminis- 
tration of the law since the unions were subdivided and the area of taxation 
narrowed ; but I think there are also evils attendant upon it. 

2535. Mr. Fagan.] What are the evils ? — I think it induces proprietors to take 
every means within the law to get paupers off their own estates and to drive them 
on to the estate of somebody else ; that is undoubtedly done. Suppose that in a 
rural district a man’s house be knocked down, he is forbidden to get shelter upon 
the townland or upon the property on which his house is knocked down, there- 
fore he must go somewhere else, he must go to somebody else’s property, and if 
not allowed to get shelter there, he must become a vagabond or seek shelter in the 
workhouse. 

2536. Sir R. Fergusm!] Does that happen more in small than in large unions ? 
— 1 do not think it does to the same extent where the districts are large, but that, 
I should think, will soon mend itself. 



MartiSi 9 ® die JuUi, 1850 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 
Mr. Shafto Adair. 
Mr. Clements. 

Mr. Fagan. 



Sir William Somerville. 
Lord Naas. 

Mr. C. Lewis. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chair. 



Marcus Keane, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

2537. Lord Naas!] Are there any remarks wliich you wish to offer to tlie 
Committee upon the evidence given by Captain Kennedy on the last day?~As 
to Question 21 52 , put to Captain Kennedy by Mr. Lewis in reference to an answer 
made by me to Question 1200, in which I stated, “ On the properties which I 
name here a few evictions have taken place since then, ‘July 1849 ,’ but not 
many.” Captain Kennedy, in reference to that answer, states, that 64 houses 
were levelled on one property alone. I beg to say that that property on which 
the 64 houses were levelled was not one of the properties named by me “here” 
in Question 1200 ; my answer had reference to the properties about which I was 
then under examination and giving evidence. I wish to state this to prevent 
any impression that I had not given a direct and clear answer to the question. 
The same observation applies to one or two questions which were afterwa^s put 
referring to answers of mine, which had no reference to Mr. M‘DonneH’s pro- 
perty on which those 64 houses were thrown down. It may be but fair in me 
to observe, as reference has been made to Mr. M‘ Donnell’s property, that the 
people whose houses were levelled, and who were tenants, owed from three to 
six and seven years’ rent ; that a considerable abatement was offered, and one 
year’s rent at the abated rent was proposed to be taken from any tenants on the 
property who would pay it, in discharge of all arrears due by them, and those 
who could not perform those conditions were ejected. There was no compensa- 
tion allowed to be given on this property, for the proprietor could not afiord it; 
but in some cases my brother, who was the person engaged in executing the 
habere, on his own responsibility gave a few shillings to persons who appeared 
to him to be wretched objects. A paper has been furnished to the Committee, 
aa3 



Captain 
4. JS. Kennedy- 

6 July 1850. 



M. Keane, Esq. 
9 July 1850. 
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M. Keane, Esq. sigued “ Henry Keane referred to in Questions 2182 and 2183 ; which was 

■ a form frequently made use of by me within the last 12 months in giving com- 

9 July 1850. pensation for voluntary surrenders, and I shall be glad to see the paper, if the 

Committee will allow me to look at it. {The Paper was handed to the TVi/wess.) 

It is the form used for voluntarysurrenders ; when such was given, it was gene- 
rally handed to the tenant, in order to be his security that when he was gone he 
should receive a certain sum j it was not intended as a proof of voluntary surrender, 
and contains no acknowledgment of voluntary surrender by the tenant; it was 
frequently given some months before the tenant left ; no such proof of that was 
offered by me as evidence of a voluntary surrender in any case, and it is not fair 
to take it so, as 1 did not intend it. Like papers were issued under circumstances 
such as the present, because of the form of certificate contained in them that the 
ejected tenants had ceased to reside on the estate. I do not say that any case of 
voluntary surrender occurred on Mr. M'Donnell’s property, in which 5s. were 
given. In reference to Kilfera, Q. 2162, Captain Kennedy states, “ that in the 
townland of Kilfera not one single house of 20 families who were evicted was 
left standing.” I state that not one single house in Kilfera was levelled by the 
order of the landlord, or by authority of the landlord, or by direction of the 
, landlord or his agent ; the land was taken up from every tenant who did not pay 
his rent j every one who gave up his land was allowed to return to his house, 
w’itli the understanding that he should be left there undisturbed as long as he 
pleased, or until I received further orders, and so far as it was in my power to 
leave him undisturbed, he received such a promise. 

2538. Who does Kilfera belong to? — Lord Conyngham. A ticket for out- 
door relief, certifying that the land had been given up, was given to every one 
of those who asked it, after he had given up possession of his land ; one or two 
never required it, I believe, but 16 or 18 got tickets for out-door relief; and 
the insinuation that the relieving officer, Honan, was influenced by another man 
of the name of Honan, who was a bailiff of mine, is very false. I have no bailiff 
of the name of Honan. I had a man holding a situation at Kilkee, as shore keeper, , 
and I discharged him about six or seven years since, on a charge of bribery, since 
which time I do not remember ever having spoken a word to him ; and I believe 
the person who made this declaration knew as well as I did that Honan was not 
in my employment, and had ceased to be, for his duties w'ere notorious at Kilkee ; 
every lodge owner cottier in Kilkee knew him, and knew the situation, and knew 
that he had ceased to be in my employment, and therefore the insinuation is 
false. I have no doubt that the relieving officer might have tried to get bribes 
for himself from any one he pleased, and might have done what mischief he 
could. Those persons were induced, by the compensation they received, to leave, 
and by nothing else ; and those 20 families of Kilfera continued to go from time 
to time, till I wrote to say that Lord Conyngbam’s finances were in such a con- 
dition as that 1 did not think I could fairly continue to pay compensations, that 
therefore the people should remain in their houses, and then they ceased to go. 

2539. Were there houses knocked down in Kilfera? — There were houses 
knocked down in Kilfera, but by the people themselves ; and one penny was 
never paid by Lord Conyngham, or by me, for the throwing down of a single 
house on the townland of Kilfera. 

2540. Did those people mentioned here knock down their houses in order to 
receive compensation? — Yes; in order to receive compensation; there was no 
ejectment brought. 

2541. Did you knock down any houses of persons who had not received com- 
pensation ? — No, I never knocked down any there, except three or four under 
these circumstances. The people received compensation, and as soon as they 
did so they went back and built hute, and immediately I sent and got them 
knocked down by force ; they threw down their houses to get compensation, and 
when they had got compensation they went and built up huts again. 

2542. Chairman^ Then you state that all those who knocked down their 
houses got compensation, and did it for that ? — Yes ; that was the only induce- 
ment there was for their throwing down the houses. In Question 2186 Captain 
Kennedy mentions the eviction notices served upon the relieving ofiicer as proof 
to sustain his statement ; now, such notices furnish no such proof. In order to 
deprive a tenant of land by ejectment, it is necessary to serve the relieving 
officer with notice, and in order to get possession of the land it is necessary to 

go 
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go through the form of taking possession of the house, because, while any portion 
of the premises remains in the possession of the tenant, he is still legally in the 
possession of the whole; so that, in order to get away a portion of the land, it is 
necessary to take formal possession of the house. The inference so often repealed 
throughout this evidence in the declarations of different persons, that the persons 
who are left in as caretakers are in a condition liable to be removed at a moments 
warning, is completely unfounded from first to last. The condition of being a care- 
taker generally lasts from a week to a couple of months, from the time the eject- 
ment is formally executed till the letting is made, when it ceases to be so, and the 
people who are in as caretakers on the diflterent townlands referred to by me are 
in a condition to require a superior court ejectment in order to be e.^pelled 
by any party but me ; and I can only eject them by bringing ejectment against 
the tenant on whose land each house is situated. Those people are put in and 
their houses placed as a portion of the holdings of the tenants ; otherwise they 
would make an estate of their houses. But I put them formally under the 
tenants residing upon the farms, so that I may get the rent of their houses 
from the tenants, though indirectly there is no increase of rent in consequence 
of their houses. It is often repeated in the different affidavits and statements 
furnished in these ])apers ; particularly one affidavit in which it is stated that 
those described as caretakers are liable to be removed at a moment’s warning, 
and that in fact they are in the condition of being under ejectment at this 
moment : it is not true. 

2543. Are the Committee to understand that you believe that the number of 
eviction notices served upon the relieving officers do not afford a fair criterion of 
the number of evictions which actually take place? — They certainly do not. 
The service of a notice on the relieving officer proves only that the party is under 
an ejectment : I understand an eviction to mean putting out of a person from 
house and land, and surely serving a notice does not prove that a house is 
levelled. In the cases which I stated in my last day’s examination, Kilballey- 
owen, and Moyarta, and Brieffa, and their sub-denominatious, Donagha, there 
are 161 persons described as unhoused or as having their houses levelled, and 
out of the 151 I think that the number of houses levelled by forcible ejectment 
was 13. On the whole, perhaps, as many more were induced by different means 
to go. Now, I do not mean to say that those people were not all paupers, and 
that they are not all on relief, and that they are not all in a destitute condition ; 
but they are not all, as they are described to be, expelled from their houses 
and deprived of house-shelter. The relieving officer’s notices furnish no evidence 

that any man was deprived of house-shelter. m i • 

2544. Will you continue your statement?— I have examined the affidavit ot 
Daniel Gorman, the relieving officer of the electoral district of Moyarta, and 
I beg to offer a statement with reference to it. I still maintain that on the 
townlands of Moyarta and Brieffa only two houses were levelled, and 1 have 
made a short memorandum as to each case which he refers to as to having had 



their houses levelled. _ _ 

2545. Lord Will you read it? — Report, page 38, No. 10. James 

M'Grath was ejected, his name is repeated four times in Captain Kennedy s 
lists ; viz. No. 4, page 40 ; No. 19, page 61 ; No. 7, page 66 ; and in the present 
case. No. 10, page 38. Th^ man’s was the only house thrown down, to my 
knowledge, on the lands of Moyarta, by order of the landlord or his agent. 
No. 11, Michael Hinchy, has been in the lunatic asylum for several years ; his 
wife offered to leave theTand, and throw down her house for 2^. 5s. compensa-: 
tion; after receiving which, she went to live in another house on the same 
townland, where she still remains. I am personally aware of this case, and can 
state that no effort or threat was made to induce her to throw down her house. 
No, 13, not a tenant, left of his own accord ; had lived with his mother^n-iaw, 
Hannah Behan, who is still in her house, and was never disturbed. ^0. 14, 
lived with his father-in-law, Thomas Enright, who sold his land and house 
to Thomas Bunfill six months before the execution of the habere, leit mth him. 
No. 15, sold his land and house to Thomas Bunfill six months before the execu- 
tion of habere, and went to live in another house on the same townland. ^os. lb 
and 17 not , known to me. Page 51, No. 11. sold his house to Stephen :tough ; 
went to live with his brothel. No. 18, John Magnet, son to Mward Magiier, 
who sold his house and land some years ago for Wl . ; he has since been lodging 
in different houses on the same townland. Page 56, Nos. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, , , seven 

0.52. AA4 



M. Keane, Esq. 
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families, numbering 25 individuals, are here described as “ unhoused,’* Mr. Daniel 
Gorman very properly avoids the expression, “ houses levelled,” there having been 
only one house, a miserable hut, which was thrown down at the special request of 
the tenants, because it had been used as a receptacle for goods stolen by the per- 
sons named in the list. No. 7, James M'Grath, the person whose house was thrown 
down in Moyarta, but who is made to appear here as a separate case in Mr. 
Gorman’s revised list the number in family is differently described in each. 
Thus I assert that my statement of 'two bouses only having been levelled under 
the authority of the landlord is correct. Out of the 66 families in the several 
lists, 26 are names inserted twice, three times, or four times; 16 families are 
still in their houses ; 17 were in their houses when my petition was presented. 
As to Mr. Gorman’s statements of “ rent being paid,” and “ rent having been 
offered,” which are repeated in several cases, they are in every instance false 
where any rent was payable ; but as such matter forms no part of the present 
inquiry, I shall not notice them. As to Mr. Gorman’s statement that one of my 
men threatened violence to the overseer and himself, to prevent inquiries, I 
believe it to be untrue, as all my men know that I never desired to suppress the 
truth as to my conduct. I hope the bailiff’s name may be ascertained ; as I 
wish to know it. With regard to that afladavit of (3’Gorman’s, respecting 
Donaha, I have made the following memorandum : “ Remarks on Daniel Gor- 
man’s affidavit respecting persons expelled from their lands and houses on the , 
lands of Donaha West.” Out of the 28 names in the list, Gorman describes 
seven as haviog been unhoused, or having had their houses levelled. Out of 
this number, two families are still in their houses. I saw them a short time since, 
and they told me they were so, viz. Nos. 12 and 13 ; the remaining five left 
under different circumstances, but I never by force or threat endeavoured to 
unhouse a single family of the number. Mr. Gorman admits that ] 8 are still in 
their houses as caretakers, though he falsely states in his affidavit respecting 
Moyarta that all those stated as caretakers are liable to be turned out at a moment’s 
warning ; this not being the case after a letting of the farm is made, which 
generally occurs a few weeks after the formal execution of the habere. In addition 
to the IS families admitted to be in their houses by Mr. Gorman, I am prepared 
to prove that five more are so, to make up 23. As to Donaha East, Mr. Gorman 
asserts that 10 out of the 13 in the list were left in as caretakers. I repeat, 
that none of the remaining three were unhoused by my directions. As to the affi- 
davits, Andrew Creagh, John M‘Mahon, John M‘Carthy, and Bridget M‘Grath, 
they all prove my case, that they were not unhoused. Their statements of having 
“ paid their rents,” or of its having been refused by Mr. Keane, are false. In 
Q. 2230, Captain Kennedy admits that the “ headings of his lists were inaccurate, 
and such errors- as houses being levelled when the houses were not levelled ; and 
all this,” he says, “ I admitted at least a twelvemonth ago, &c.’* In my petition I 
used the words, “ Had Captain Kennedy headed his schedule with the words ‘ A 
return of the number of families reduced to destitution in consequence of the failure 
of the potato crop,’ then might they have been tolerably correct.” It was easy to 
see what I denied, and it is now equally plain that Captain Kennedy has not 
disproved my statement. He has only proved what I am willing to admit, that 
19,000 ’persons have been reduced to destitution, and that most of those 
among them who held land have been deprived of it by some means or another. 
But his report would lead the reader to suppose that every one who had gone 
through a form ofpviction was deprived ofhouse shelter, which was not the case, 
and which in certain instances I thought it my duty to deny by petition. I do 
not see how evictions which have taken place since Captain Kennedy’s report 
and my contradiction can be taken into account to alter the correctness of either 
of our former statements. As to Tullabrach, I admit that more than 60 houses 
were thrown ; but I deny that more than 39 were thrown down against the 
wishes of the tenants. The compensation given, which averaged four years’ 
rent, was a great inducement, such a one as if offered now would I believe clear 
any estate in Clare of all its occupiers, 2,604 ; as to Malachi Meskill’s affidavit, 
I still maintain my statement was correct. I described Malachi Meskill as still 
in the enjoyment of his house and land as before ; he has ever been an excellent 
tenant; holding two acres of land; Malachi Meskill was ever a remarkable 
punctual tenant, and his holding was continued to him; 1 believe he trans- 
ferred his land, as Captain Kennedy has stated, to another man, but then I w-as 
not aware of that ; it was not my fault, but the fault of the poor-law officers, who 

ought 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON KILRUSH UNION. 



193 



ought not to have given him out-door relief without a certificate that he had given m. Ktawh, Esq. 

up his land ; the rent was paid to me, and he is in his house ; my contradiction 

was as to the statement that his house was levelled, and therefore 1 do not think 9 July 1850. 

I have made any mistake, or that in that particular 1 have been incorrect. The 
man is in his house still ; he certainly is on relief, but he ought not to have had 
relief without a certificate from me that he had given up the land ; he transferred 
it himself either clandestinely or fraudulently for the purpose of getting relief. 

In 2180, Mr. Lewis asks Captain Kennedy a question, referring to an answer 
of mine, given to Question 1306, wherein I was asked whether there were not 
“ many persons who have been evicted upon those properties that are not put 
down in this list ; ” my answer was, “ Not one in the Kilrush Union that I am 
aware of. The property of Mr. M‘Donnell which is here referred to in Captain 
Kennedy’s answer, was not one of those properties which were the subject of 
examination at Question 1306. The properties were merely Mr. Westby’s and 
Mr. Moroney’s. I can give some information as to evictions in addition to those 
published in Captain Kennedy’s report. I cannot give a particular return, but 
I can give general information if the Committee wish it. 

2546. Chairman?^ With regard to the accuracy of the particular returns, 
whether given by you or by Captain Kennedy, is it not unavoidable that errors 
should be fallen into, since the person making the returns cannot ascertain the 
facts himself, but must depend upon the evidence of relieving officers or bailiffs, 
or some other parties upon the spot, who may mislead him, or state as facts 
matters which turn out afterwards to be misunderstandings. Was not Gorman, 
whose evidence you have been referring to, a relieving officer at the time that 
he gave his evidence before Captain Kennedy, and therefore one who must have 
been considered by the inspector as a trustworthy person ? — No, I do not know 
that ; I believe the man spoke more than he thought he ought to have spokeu 
in his evidence ; I believe the man Shannon, who was employed by Captain 
Kennedy in the whole of this business, to be a corrupt man in his morals and 
in his principles, and that he has used corrupt means to sustain and prop up a 
bad case. I can furnish the Committee with several declarations of the means 
by which Shannon endeavoured to prop up his case ; I believe he was the origin 
of all the mischief ; he first made a false report, and then he was made use of 
to prop it up with false evidence. I can give you several affirmations, showing 
the means by which Shannon induced paupers to come forward and make false 
declarations. 

2547. Lord Naas.] Do not you think that it is perfectly possible for any 
person residing in the union, connected with the union as you are, or as Cap- 
tain Kennedy is, to make statements which would be perfectly accurate? — 

I think it is almost impossible to say that there would be perfect accuracy ; but 
without that perfect accuracy I think it is strange to say, that a report that 50 
or 60 or 100 houses were levelled should have been made, when it was not the 
fact. The act of levelling half a dozen houses is too notorious to escape general 
observation ; but I believe it was not supposed, when that report was made, that 
it would have been taken notice of. 

2548. Could not you give an accurate report of every house which was levelled, 
and of every person who was evicted on all the properties under your charge? 

— Certainly, and I have never refused any information at any time. I deuy the 
imputation of Captain Kennedy, that I or my bailiff endeavoured to avoid pub- 
licity, or to conceal what was done. I wish Captain Kennedy would name the 
person he has described in one of his statements as having told him that I gave 
directions that no shelter should be given to evicted tenants. 

2549. Mr. C. Lewis^ Can you give any explanation with regard to the state- 
ment by Captain Kennedy under Q. 2178 ? — I can. I assert ^at I never gave 
any such directions as are here set down ; that I never threatened to distrain any 
man for the hanging gale of rent who gave shelter to any person evicted from 
any townlaud; but, on the contrary, I have ever encouraged the tenants on the 
land in affording shelter in their own houses to every poor creature whom I 
was obliged to unhouse. I wished them to do that, and I never said a word to 
deter any one from doing it. I have forbidden on many occasions that tenants 
should admit the ejected tenants into their cow-houses and out-cabins, because 
where such a thing is done it becomes impossible for either the tenant or the 
landlord to get rid of the pauper, if he pleases to remain, therefore I have for- 
bidden that, but I have not forbidden parties giving shelter to any one who ,is 

0.52. B B evicted 
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evicted on tlie townland for any period they please in their own houses; and I 
would be glad to know the name of the bailiff who made such a statement to 

LOTd*!ff<ios] Will you state the affirmations ?— I have three; one is 
the afcm^ion of Clirles eJaly, who was steward at the stone-breaking depot, 
at 'which Malachi Meskill worked. 

[The TVitness delimred in the same, which are as follow :] 

ArFIRMATION. 

ia the rtll nerntdS”at reifSif; 

declaration conscientiously, believing the same to be J n u: jtaiestv William 

to make other Provisions for the abolition of unnecessary Oaths. , 

(signed) Charles Healij. 

Made and declared before me, a Justice of the Peace for the County of Clare, this 
10th day of June ia.50, _g g, 



Affirmation. 

County of Clare,! I, Pat Keely, of Moyarta, yeoman, do solemnly and sincerely 
to wit. 7 declare that I was working at the stone-breakmg depot with several 
others, on or about the 1st of August last, when Mr. John Shannon, Captain Kennedy s 
clerk, came with a paper in his hand and said, “He wanted to examine ns ebon t the eject- 
ments.” He said, “ Captain Kennedy and he were doing their best for them ; that they were 
to get clothes and shoes, and he believed a pair of blankets, but he was not sure of the 
blankets.” He then read out eight or nine names from the paper and asked them, were 
their houses levelled ; and when they answered him that they were not, but that the land 
was taken away from them, he got into a passion and walked off, saying, Oaptam Kennedy 
did not cate a damn for Marcus Keane;” and I make this solemn declaration conscien- 
tiously, believing the same to be true, nnd by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and 
passed in the fifth and sixth years of the reign of his Majesty William the Fourth, mtitnled, 
“ An Act for the mote effectual abolition of Oaths and Affirmations taken and made in various 
departments of the State, and to substitute Declardtions in lieu thereof, and for the more entire 

suppression ofVoluntaryand Extra-judicial Oathsand Affidavits, and to make other Provi- 
sions for the abolition oNnnecessary Oaths.” 

(signed) nis 

Pat X Kelly, 
maik. 

Made and declared before me, a Justice of the Peace for the County of Clare, this 
10th day of June 1850, 

Henry S. .Burton. 



Affirmation. 

Coantv of Clare, \ 1, Denis M'Grath, of Dromehhy, farmer, do solemnly and sincerely 
to wit. j declare that I was present on business in the office of John Shannon, 
clerk to Captain Kennedy, in or about August last, and that while I -was there an exami- 
nation of certain evicted tenants was going on. I heard Shannon say, on being asked 
some what was to be done for them? he replied, that “ their names were all regUteied ; ’ 
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and he informed the man to whom he was speaking “ that he would be restored again.” I M. Keane, Esq. 

further declare that it was generally reported throughout the country, and appeared to be — — 

believed by all the paupers, that every man who would prove he was ejected would get g julj 1850* 

ample satisfaction through Captain Kennedy for the losses he suffered, and they are generally 

of this opinion to the present moment. And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously, 

beiievino- the same to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed 

in the (Tfth and sixth years of the reign of his Majesty William the Fourth, intituled, « An 

Act for the more effectual abolition of Oaths and AfSrmations taken and made in vaiious 

departments of tlie State, and to substitute Declarations in lieu thereof,* and for the more 

entire suppression of Voluntary and Extra-judicial Oaths and Affidavits, and to make other 

Provisions for the abolition of unnecessary Oaths.” 

(signed) Dents Magrath. 



Made and declared before me, a 
8 th day of June 1860, 



Justice of the Peace for the County of Clare, ihis 
W. E. Studdert. 



2551. For what purpose do you produce those affirmations?— To show that 
the means used by Shannon in collecting his information were not, calculated to 
lead him to the truth with the class of persons, paupers, with whom he had to 
deal. They are confirmed by the general report which was spread throughout 
the country, and thoroughly believed by every pauper in the country, that 
Captain Kennedy would make the landlords restore the paupers to their hold- 
ings, or compel them to pay their expenses to America. Such was the general 
impression ; and in order to enjoy tliose advantages, the paupers believed that 
they should prove that they were ejected, that that was the necessary qualifi- 
cation to entitle them to all those advantages. 

2552. Chab'vian.'] Are there not many of those poor people who would pro- 

bably tell one story to you, upon whom they depend for their livelihood, and 
another story, perhaps under the influerice of this report? to Captain Kennedy, 
or anv one else? — I do not doubt that. _ ^ r l 

2 ^ 153, Will not that account for many of the contradictory statements of which 
we have heard, with reference to particular cases of evictions? — I do not at all 
doubt that such men will give false reports, and make false statements, when they 
have any end to gain by it j I believe that poverty has demoralized the people 

very considerably. « , . 1 . • • • ^ 

2554. Supposing it to be the object of this Committee rather to inquire into 
the truth of the fact that evictions have very generally, and very largely, been 
carried out in this union, and houses tumbled to an enormous extent, rather 
than into the truth or accuracy of certaiu particular cases ; can you deny the 
general statements made both by Captain Kennedy and other witnesses, that 
evictions and house-levelling have been carried on in that union to such an 
extent as to add very materially to the difficulty of caiTying out the poor law ?— 
I do deny it. I think that the difficulty of carrying out the poor law would have 
been vastly greater if evictions had not taken place to a considerable extent, 
As to the precise measure and extent, how far it ought to gn, and where it ought 
to stop, I will not take upon myself to say ; but I do deny that the embarrassment 
in the management of the poor law was increased in consequence of the evictions. 

255.5. L>o yo’i think that if there had been no houses levelled in the union, 
the paupers who are now, or who have been in the receipt of relief, would not 
liave been far better off for shelter, at all events?—! think if there had been no 
houses levelled in the union that you would not have had an independent or 
respectable tenant in the union ; I think you would have had the rights ot pro- 
perty completely overlooked, and that the whole produce of the country would 
not have been sufficient to supply the rates which would have been necessary. 
In fact I think that the evictions, and driving paupers off land, were absolutely 



necessary to the welfare of the country. , ju j 

2 5 “56. You are aware that the law prohibits paupers from holding land beyond 
a quarter of an acre, and my question related only to the levelling of houses . 

1 have been given to understand that the law is undefined upon that point, and 
that though it states a tenant holding more than a quarter of an acre ot ground 
shall not be entitled to relief, yet that lie may abandon all his holding, even after 
be tills it, and demand relief, and at harvest rea^ume his possession, he having 
abandoned it in the meantime, but not in such a. manner as to allow it to be 
profitably occupied by anybody else, or relet by the landlord ; the law is detective 
in that respect, I believe. . . ^ 

0.53. B B 2 2557. Mr. 
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M. Keane, Esq. 
g.Ialy 1850. 



2557. Mr. C. Lmis.] la it your opinion that, however painful the process of 
ejectment on a large scale may have been, it was necessary for restoring the 
prosperity of the union after the effects of the potato famine f— Most certainW. 

I have no doubt about it. Nobody has felt more than I have done the painful 
duty of executing those evictions. I judge that a great deal was left to my own 
discretion about what was to be done, and if in any respect too much was done, 

I feel that I am responsible for it in many of the properties, not all, but I felt 
that it was absolutely necessary for the interests of the country as well as the 
interest of private properties. , . . „ , 

2558. Chairman.'} My question referred not to the evictions from houses, but 

to the levelling of houses, and I ask whether the extent to which that has been 
carried out has not greatly added to the sufferings of the poor and the pauperism 
of the union, and the consequent burden upon property ?— If you ask me whether 
the persons turned out suffered by it, I say they did, and that the levelling of 
the houses of course affected the persons who were the subjects of it directly ; 
but if you ask me as a general question whether that levelling of houses could 
have been avoided, I say, generally speaking, it coidd not. -Where 1 thought, 
on the properties under my management, tliat it could be avoided, I did avoid 
it; butWre are districts where, if the houses were not levelled, the produce of 
the whole farm would go to the paupers. When people become poor, they very 
often become dishonest, to supply the very calls of nature ; and when they are 
scattered about upon the townlands. they have more opportunities of exercising 
their propensities. , . , , , 

2559. Mr. S. Adair.] With respect to the land from which those tenants have 
been evicted, is that land, to the best of your belief, now in the possession of 
solvent tenants? — lean scarcely say that the present occupiers are all solvent. 
The occupiers of land have suffered immensely within the last few years ; the 
occupiers of the present day were the solvent tenants of a few years past ; but 
still, as a body, the farmers of the country are greatly reduced in their condition, 
and it is with difficulty that many can cultivate their lands and bear up against 
the pressure they are subject to. 

2560. Mr. Fagan.] Then there is not a greater amount of produce obtained 
from the land now than previous to those ejectments ?— A less amount, less rent 
and less produce, inasmuch as the land has not yet been brought into a really 
productive condition ; it has not yet undergone that change which a few years, 

I trust, will bring about, but it is in a wholesome state now. 

2561. Chairman:] Are there leases generally possessed by the present tenants? 

- — No, in no case. 

2562. They bold entirely at will?— They hold entirely at will. 

3563. Have they .-any prospect or any certainty of being compensaled for any 
improvements which they may make upon the land ? — In all probability, as soon 
as the times become at all settled, the making of leases will be very general 
throughout the county of Clare. 

3564. But in the meantime they have not the encouragement for improve- 
ment which would be afforded by any certainty of compensation?—! know of 
no case where an improvement is proposed in which security is not given at 
present on the properties for which I am concerned. It is not at all uncommon 
for me to make a contract with a tenant to pay him for the improvement, in 
case I may remove him, knowing that certain improvements were desirable to 
be made ; that has been the subject of several special contracts between me, as 
ao-ent, and the tenants; I see the utility of it, and therefore I practise it, 

*^2565. Have you power in those cases to bind your principal and his successors 
to pay for those improvements ? — Where I have done it I have generally got my 
principal to confirm it afterwards and make it his act. 



The Reverend Thomas Molam/, Called in ; and Examined, 

Rct. t. Mohny. 2566. Chairman.] YOU are a Catholic Priest in the parish of Kilmurry ?— 
■ I am. 

2567. Does not that lie in the north-eastern portion of the union, in the very 
opposite extremity to Canigaholt. which we have heard of from Mr. Mehan ? — 

It does. ■ 1 1 

5568. Can you say what the population of Kilmurry was in 1847, and what 

alteration 
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alteration it has undergone since ? — In 1847 I took a census of the population of Rev. T. Molony. 
Kilmurry, and the total was 10 , 700 . 

2569. Mr. C. XeuJW.] Was that the population of the Catholic parish? — Of 
the Catholic parish. 

2570. Including persons of both sexes, and children as well as adults ? — Every 
living soul ; at present that population is reduced to 5 , 378 . 

2571 . Chairman.'] What is the condition of that remaining population at pre- 
sent ; are there any numbers of them in a state of destitution ? — I have the 
number of families which comprise the population, which is 1 ,054 families ; and 
of those 1 , 054 , 530 are absolute paupers, and of those that are not marked 
paupers, at least half is on the verge of pauperism. 

2572- Is there great deficiency of clothing, bedding, and shelter amongst that 
population ? — ^The 530 families being paupers, as I have mentioned, have scarcely 
any clothing, bedding, or shelter deserving the name ; and were it not for the 
kindness of Captain Kennedy they would have been much worse off ; but through 
him we have been enabled to give some clothing to 400 or 500 persons. 

2573. Have they sufficient cabins to hold them decently and comfortably ?—* 

Frequently there are three or four or five families in one cabin. 

2574. "Does that crowding of families arise in consequence of the number of 
houses which have been levelled even beyond the diminution of the population ? 

— Either in consequence of the number of houses levelled, or their being turned 
out of the houses which they occupied. 

2575. How do you account for the excessive diminution of population which 
you speak of; in what way have they disappeared ? — It is partly to be attributed 
to the evictions which have taken place. When a family is evicted, and has no 
place to go to, they are liable to catch fever •, they have not clothing, for generally 
speaking they will continue to keep possession as long as they were allowed, 
until they have eaten everything they possess. 

2576. Then many of those families you believe to have disappeared through 
(j^ath ? — Many of them ; I know instances of families of eight or nine or ten all 
swept away. 

2577. Were they occupiers for the most part of land previously to the potato 
failure? — ^There were very few of them who did not hold from one acre to 10, 
or perhaps 20 acres. 

2578. Then the loss of the potato must have incapacitated them from paying 
their rent, and have led to eviction ; is that the way in which misery fell upon 
most of them ? — .Tust so, 

2579. Lord Naas.] Did not the loss of the potato incapacitate them from 
tilling the land ? — It did. 

2580. Chairman.] Has there been any employment given as labourers to those 
who have been deprived of their land? —Scarcely any. 

2581 . Can you state what wages are usually paid to them r — At two seasons 
of the year, that is, in spring and in harvest, the general wages given to the 
persons employed is 6<f. a day without diet; those wages do not hold for more 
than the bu^er period, about a fortnight or three weeks ; they are then reduced 
down to 4 d.; and at other periods of the year numbers cannot get employ- 
ment even for their mere support ; they work for two meals a day, without 

wages. . T n . 

3582. Mr. Adair.] Do you mean by the busy season the period oi setting 
and digging of potatoes, when the potato is cultivated?— The sowing or the 
tilling of corn in spring, the oat season ; in that district there is very little wheat 
sown ; oats and barley are the principal sowing, and potatoes latteidy. 

2583. Are any portion of your parishioners fishermen, or engaged on the seas? 

A good many of them were fishermen, but they are no longer able to fish, tor 

want of means. 

2584. Chairman.] Can you give any idea to the Committee of the number of 

the population wiio have died within your knowledge of absolute hunger in 
your parish within the last few years ? — I could not mention the entire number 
in the parish ; but I have a return of the numbers in 13 townlands, and 1 know 
those almost from my own personal knowledge, and I find that since that period 
864 persons have died of want. i 

2585. Mr. C. Lewis.] Since what period? — Since the period at which 1 took, 
the census, which was last spring three years. 

0.52. BB3 2586. men 
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Rev. r. Molony. 2586. When you say, “ died of want,” do you mean that they died of absolute 

• ‘ inanition, or that they died from the consequences ol' insufficient food and 

9 July 1850. clothing ? — Many of them died of absolute want ; but there was not one of them 

who did not die from the want of the necessaries of lile, of those persons I have 
mentioned. 

2587. Chairman,] Can you state any instances of extreme want which have 
occurred within your knowledge ? — I can give many instances. 

Q.588. A question has been raised before the Committee as to the amount of 
evictions which took place on the townlaud of Sliaudroum, which is in your 
parish, I believe?— I reside on that towuland. 

2589. Did you hear the evidence given with respect to that? — I did. 

2590. Can you confirm the statement so given with respect to the amount of 
evictions upon that townland? — Nearly so. 

2591. State what you know of the number of houses levelled upon Shan- 
droum ? — There were 55 families evicted living on the land ; and in addition to 
those 55 families, there were other families as lodgers, which perhaps causes the 
difference between the statement made in Captain Kennedy’s report and this 
statement ; there were 65 families living on the laud evicted, or at least obliged 
to go. 

2.092. Mr. Fagan.] Whoso property is that? — It was the property of the late 
Mrs. Macdonald; it is Mr. Macdonald’s now. 

2593. Chairman.] Are the houses levelled ? — There were 41 houses levelled. 

2594. Do you know under what circumstances the houses were levelled ; 
wliether the people tumbled them themselves, or whether they were thrown 
down for them? — Some few of them tumbled their houses themselves, and they 
were tumbled in other instances for them. 

•259.5. Was there any compensation given them for levelling their houses ? — 
A few shillings, and in some cases no compensation. If I may make a remark 
to the Committee, I would state that this townland of Shandroum might be called 
a miniature of the union of Kilrush. There is no species of suffering which the 
farmer or the poor could endure which has not been endured by the people in 
that townland. I can lay before the Committee as many examples as they may 
think proper to listen to. I find that one poor man, named Thomas Blake, held 
a small portion of land on the townland of Shandroum ; he gave up the land, 
but was unwilling to give up the house ; he was refused reliei as he would not 
give up the house, and he held on for a w'eek. As I was going to say mass ou 
a Sunday I saw him tumbling his house, I asked him what did he mean ; the 
reply he made was, “ Do you hear the children crying?” he said he could hold 
out no longer. On niy return the house was tumbled, and he had a scalp made 
some time after by the side of a ditch ; the owner of the land on which the scalp 
was, dreaded that he might be injured by leaving him there, and the scaljp was 
levelled. He then made another in another part of the farm, and he took fever ; 
I attended him, and was not able to get inside, the place was so small ; but it 
was pouring with rain, and the only covering that was over him was the tick of 
a bed without any feathers ; he remained there all night, and ou the following 
morning he expired. There are several other similar cases. 

2596. Mr. S. Adair.] Was the scalp you speak of in the second instance 
a scalp in a ditch, or a scalp excavated in the bog ? — It w'as a scalp in a ditch ; 
there are two kinds of what we call scalps ; there is the scalp and the scalpeen, 
the scalpeen is the diminutive of a scalp. 

2597. Chairman.] Are there other townlands besides Shandroum, your parish, 
in which similar evictions have taken place, and levellings ? — There are others 
in which similar evictions took place, and sufferings occurred similar to what 
I have mentioned ; there is the townland of Quilty, several landlords have 
portions of this townland ; Colonel Vandeleur has a small portion, Mr. Crowe 
owms another, and Mr. Rowan and Mr. Casey; four years ago there w'ere 92 
families upon that townland, at present there are no more than 23 ; 60 families 
were evicted ; when 1 say evicted, they were either turned out or obliged to go 
out, for hunger is as effectual a sheriff as any the law provides. 

2598. Mr. S. Adair.] What is the present condition of the land from w’bich 
those families have been evicted upon the townland you speak of? — The land is 
let to other tenants, or it is kept by the landlord. Mr. Rowan owned a large 
portion of it, aud he has the greater part of it on his own hands. 

2599. Chairman.] 
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2 wq. Chairman^ Is it in an improved condition, do you think, or k Rev. r. 

riorated ?-It is not improved so as to produce more food than tt dtd during the ~ ~ 

time those families were upon it. Generally speaking- the small farmers con- SJvy ■ 6- 

trived to have their land tilled, the owners of an acre or two acres. 

2600. You speak of land the property of Mr. Casey, m Tromora ; have you 
seen the list of 17 families amongst Captain Kennedy s returns as evicted from 
that property, and are those included amongst the numher you have spoken of 

as evicted f — I should think so. . , 1. 1, u i 

2601. Can you state the number which is there given to be very much below 

the real number? — The number here is a great deal below the real number; I 
cannot say how many, but it is much belo-w it. , , . , - , 

2602 Look at that other return of Captain Kennedy s with respect to a to-wn- 
land, also in your parish; is that statement over the mark or under mark 
with respect to the number of houses levelled (lian<img the return to the Wttnas)’! 

—It does not contain one-third of the number who were turned out, or obliged 

2602. ’ Look at this return with respect to the townland of Shandroum ; is 
that an over-statement or an under-statement (handmg the same to the mtness)! 

—There are about five families overstated, so far as I can see; but those can be 
accounted for by some of those allowing others to come m as lodgers; and 
when a person went round he might have found those persons l>™g 
houses, md put them down as evicted when they were persons who had been 
turned out, but who might not originally have lived m that P^oe. 

2604. But does that list contain the whole num^ber who have been evicted, or 
is it an under-statement of the real number ?— This list -which I have here is 
under the number far ; there are only 17 families mentioned here, and the num- 
ber of families evicted or obliged to leave is 56 ; that is in Sliandrouin. 

2605. There is an additional list of 20; that would make only 37 ? That 

'*'2^6. So tot those two lists together do not make up the number who have 
really been evicted, and their houses levelled ?— No ; 41 houses were levelled. 

2607. 111111 you look at the statement made in Captain Kennedy s lists with 
reird to other townlands, and state whether those lists are exaggerated or not. 

—I find here but 12 families stated, whereas there should be 60 ; that is, m the 

*°'26os!' Now 100^31 page 42 , and state whether the list there is an exaggeration 

„not?— I conceive it to be under the number by five. 

260Q Mr. Fanmi.] What is the townland r— The townland is Buuevalla. 

2610 C/imVmm.l Now look atpage 43 , and state how the numbers are there? 

—This is a continuation of the townhuul of Shandroum. There are 45 families 
;^i^rhercVrtar it is not over the number, nor up to it. There are niuehere, 
and addin”' those nine to tlie Others it makes 45 . a , . i i 

■>6l 1 . Will you turn to page 49 ; you will find a list there of the townland 
within youroJn knowledge f-Tliis is °"ation o^he Sh^^^ hsk 

I know some of the parties mentioned m tins hat; Pat Lillis, Widow Lillis, and 
Charles Doherty ; and if the Committee will allow me. I can speak as to the 
hardship which Pat Lillis and others endured. ^ 

2612! Mr. Fagan.'] How many are there m tot list r— This makes 49 , 4a 

That is the total number stated in Captain Kennedy^ list 
to have' hem elected in Shandroum ?-Yes, as far as I have seen; whereas the 
real number is 55, with some other families, who, I believe, were only lodgers, 

f Wfii Je|LT?iietenants in Shandroum, do you know 
that many 0^ them mJe several payments on the assurance of being retained as 

"''^n^'ou state the number of heads of families who m^ 

T natmot state how many, but I know several of them did, > 

Micha^ andl believe others. Pat Lillis paid m one year 

odd in cash and 18 1 . in labour ; he was nearly having the hU 

as I am informed, the under agent charged to ™ 

uncle, who was driver on the lands, on the ground to , driver to Mr. 

sele. What is the name of the uncle r-Lill.s ; the uncle was driver 
Rutherford ; the uncle’s name is James Lillis. ^ 
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2617. Mr. Clements^ Did he occupy the same land aa the uncle ?— He did 5 
they were on the same farm, next door to each other. 

2618. Chairman^] With regard to the stoppage of relief which occurred in the 
course of this winter, in December and January last, was there great sufferings 
endured as a consequence of that amongst your poor parishioners ? — There was 
not so much suffering from the very commencement of the famine at any period 
as there was during that period ; for at other seasons of the year, that is, before 
Christmas, they could get cabbages and turnips and several aids, but since last 
Christmas all those resources were done away with, and consequently their 
sufferings were extreme. 

2619. Were there any number of deaths which occurred in consequence of 
those sufferings? — A great number of deaths occurred, and I recollect 11 
wliich I believe occurred through actual want, or in consequence of the stoppage 
of relief. 

2620. Within your own parish ?— Within my own parish there were a great 
many others, but this number just now strikes ray mind. 

2620*. What was the subsistence of the out-door paupers during the time of 
the stoppage of relief? — They had scarcely any subsistence except what was 
given in charity to them ; they were in such a wretched way, that 1 felt it my 
duty to speak from the altar, requesting from the parishioners as there was no 
relief given, to do all they could to keep the people alive uutil such time as relief 
would be given. 

2621. Was it understood do you think among those paupers, that they might 
go into the workhouse if they chose to apply there '! — They were under the 
impression that the workhouse was full, so many used to return without admis- 
sion. 

2622. Do you know of any instances in which they applied to the Board for 
relief either in or out of the workhouse, and were sent back either with their 
cases unheard, or being refused relief? — Several. There is the wife of Batt 
Donolan, to whom I alluded just now ; she went with her children, as she told 
me, four successive Thursdays for admission. 

2623. What is the distance? — It is over 22 Irish miles in going and coming. 
She carried one or two of her children on her back, and the last time she went 

• there the day became so wet that she caught cold, fever was the result, and she 
died of it. 

2624. Mr. S. Adair.] At what period of the year was that? — It was about 
the 1st of February this year. 

262.5. UAflinwan.] Do you think she would have accepted relief in the work- 
house if it had been offered to her ? — She would, in my opinion. 

2626. Therefore you attribute her death to the refusal of relief in any shape ? 
— In any shape. 

2627. Was there a coroner’s inquest held upon her body ? — No inquest ; they 
do not hold inquests where people die of fever; her husband was one of the 
tenants on Shandroum, and paid nearly two years’ rent about a month before he 
was evicted, in the hope of being left in possession ; and if he had been continued 
as tenant, I am sure he would have been able to pay his rent, and able to till 
the land. 

2628. Mr. I^agan.] What quantity of land bad he ? — I do not remember how 
many acres, but I think the rent was nearly 4 l. a year. 

2629. Chairman.] Were not those out-door paupers in the constant expecta- 
tion that relief would be recommended, and hanging on from day to day, endea- 
vouriug to live until it was restored? — They were. I have seen whole families 
unable to rise off their miserable bedding. 

2630. And the out-door relief was after a time renewed ? — It was. 

2631. But not in time to save the lives of many of them? — Not in time to 
save their lives, nor of sufficient amount. 

2632. Did they attend at the food depots regularly, in hope of the relief being 
restored ? — As many as were able. I have frequently had to attend there myself, 
for the purpose of administering the last rites of the church to creatures who had 
been standing in the cold there all day, and probably all night, expecting relief, 
and no relief came. 

2633. It has been stated that there was considerable economy in the adminis- 
tration of relief under the elected Board of Guardians, since November last, as 
compared with the adminis\ratioii of relief by the vice-guardians ; do you think 

that 
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that the poor have been as efficiently relieved and taken care of since the change ? Rev. T. Mdci^. 

— I am sure they have not ; unfortunately for the poor, there was too much 

economy used. ^ 

2634. Then you attribute the saving in some degree to the want of sufficient 
relief to the poor rather than to a judicious economy? — I do; the amount of 
economy was very little compared with the amount saved by keeping relief from 
those who should have got it. 

2635. When the out-door relief was regularly administered, do you think 
it was given in a sufficient quantity, or in a proper shape to secure the decent 
maintenance of those poor people ? — Certainly not ; I consider that a pound of 
inferior meal, without clothing, without fuel, or without lodging, is altogether 
insufficient to support human life- 

2636. Were they not often obliged to give even a portion of that meal for 
lodgings? — They were obliged to do it very often. 

2637. Then even while they were in the receipt of out-door relief it was still 
insufficient to maintain them, in many cases, in existence r — It was, for I know 
of families of eight or nine depending upon the rations of five; and the con- 
sequence was that those nine persons, striving to live upon the rations of five, 
could not live long ; I have witnessed three deaths in one house since last Feb- 
ruary, arising from that cause. There is the family of Anthony Killeen ; there 
were nine in family, and they were getting two stone and a half of meal ; that 
is, relief for five. Two stones and a half were inadequate for their support ; three 
of them died of starvation, and I believe that two of them have met the same 
fate since. 

2638. Then do you mean to say that you have witnessed, during the last three 
years, the gradual decay and extinction of several families in this way, notwith- 
standing their being in the receipt of regular relief? — I do; even where every 
member of a family would get relief it was inadequate. For the first four days 
in the week after getting it they would do pretty well ; but they would have the 
whole consumed before the fifth day came on, and they would be totally without 
food during the other three days. 

2639. And in addition to that deficiency of food, they were ill supplied with 
clothing and shelter with which to go through the two last winters? — It could 
scarcely be worse. Were it not, as 1 said before, for the kindness of Captain- 
Kcnnedy, many of them would have died, 1 am sure, from actual cold. 

' 2640. Did you witness the employment of the able-bodied out-door paupers 
on stone-breaking ? — I did. - t 1 • ? 

2641. Whut is your opinion of that mode of employment r — I think no inven- 
tion could be worse for destroying the lives of the labourers ; it did almost destroy 
the population of labourers in our parish. 

2642. In what manner? — By the effects of stone-breaking. When a man is 
without proper clothing, and is perched upon a heap of stones from moruing till 
night, with only a pound of meal for the 24 hours, and obliged to travel perhaps 
eight miles, four in going to, and four in returning from that heap of stones, I think 
it is impossible that any man could hold out long in that state. I knew a stout 
healthy man ; he had been stone-breaking as long as he could ; he was deprived 
of relief, and he was not willing, or rather was not able, to break stones longer. 

I was called to attend him where he fell upon the high road ; he was bleeding 
profusely, and I had as much as 1 could do to prevent the dogs from eating him 

before he was dead. „ , i 1 -> 

2643. Were those stones of much value after they were broken /—iiie value 
of the stones did not pay the stewards the wages that they earned while super- 



intending the work. , , . ut 4 

2644. During the time the people were employed m this unprofitable and 
miserable manner, do you think that there was any room for their profitable 
employment in the improvement of the land in your parish . mere was. 
have a quay, a small harbour, and those paupers were employed m breaking 
stones, which were valueless, in place of putting them to cut away the ro^jc m 
that harbour; and even while the public works were going ^ ^ 
people, in place of setting stout men to clear away this rock, which is 
to the water at the quay, sent boys and women there, and left 1 • 

being half cut, encourages the poor fishermen sometimes, when the ttae s ai a 
certain state,, to venture in, and the consequence was, that some short time ago 
six lives wereTost, being drowned upon it-. 

0.52. 
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2645. Are the people willing to work, by being employed upon hard work of 

that description 5— They are very willing to work even for their food. ■ 

2646. Might there have been any employment found in the drainage ot the 

land ; does it require it ?— I believe that there is not in the union a parish which 
is in greater need of draining. . i n j 

2647. Has much work of that kind been executed by either the landlords or 

the tenants ? — None in our parish worth mentioning. ^ 

2648. Was not there a fund entrusted to you for the fishermen of your neigh- 
bourhood ?— Captain Kennedy entrusted to me and to the parish priest a fund 
of 20 1 and Sir Burton Macnamara added 5 1 . more. With those 25 1 . we were 
enabled to keep 39 families off the relief list for the last four months ; they are 
now comparatively comfortable, and are likely not to be on the rates for some 
time. 1 do think that if small sums were given it would lessen the rates con- 
siderably, and give them the opportunity of earning their bread by industry, for 
we have a coast of about five miles, and it would afford abundant opportunities, 

if the fishermen had the means, of fishing. , , 

2649. Then there is no indisposition on the part of the people to become seit- 
suppoi’ting if the opportunity be afforded to them? — On the contrary. 

2650 Mr. Fagan,] Was there much imposition practised on the out-door 
relief; were there many parties who were not fairly entitled, by reason of their 
destitution, to relief who obtained relief ?— Very few, to the best of my know- 
ledffe 

2651. Mr. S. Admr.] This stone-breaking took place, I apprehend, wliile the 

vice-guardians had charge of the union ? — It did. •ox-' 

2652. Has it been continued since the elected guardians came in Ao; it 
was the act of the Commissioners, I believe. 

2653. Yon said that no works were undertaken by the proprietors in your 

parish ? — I did. , , i -1 -kt 

2654. Have no grants been made under Mr. Labouchere s letter JNo. ^ 

2655. Have you any means of accounting for that ? — We have no resident 
landlords ; and, as far as I can learn, some of them, or at least one who has the 
largest portion, is quite indifferent to the interests of his tenants. 

2656. Previous to the establishment of out-door relief, I suppose relief was 
given in vour district, as in others, by soup kitchens ?— For a short time ; not 
soup kitchens, -for we had none, though boilers were procured ; it was found 
impracticable that persons should be coming 12 or 14 miles for soup. 

2657. There was no relief, in fact, given ?~There was relief given, but not m 
a cooked state. 

2658. But if 1 remember aright, the directions to the Government officers were, 

10 give food in a cooked state wherever it was practicable ?— It whs practicable 
there by giving it in bread, but not in soup ; bread was given ; but I am not 
sure whether it was the British Association money that procured it, or whether 
it was by the Government money. • a c x. 

2659. Have you had any means of ascertaining the comparative effect of that 
mode of relief on the health of the population ?— No, unless where children were 
concerned ; 500 children were getting relief for four months ; they were getting 
a pound of bread daily ; those children would have preferred a pound of meal 
in its raw state, inasmuch as, to use their, own expression, it would go further. 

26^0. With respect to evictions, when you say that the houses were tumbled, 
is the Committee, to understand that the gables were thrown down?— In some 
instances ; I know a great number of places where houses Avere, where there is 
corn at present; in fact, going through Shandroum at present, I should not be 
able to make out the place of one half of the houses levelled ; and in other cases 
where the houses were tumbled they were rebuilt by the incoming tenants. 

2661 . In those cases the gables were left standing? — In those cases the gables 
were left standing. I do think that the levelling of the house is a mere matter 
of the interest of the landlord whether he levels it or not ; he leaves the house 
standing if he thinks it will enhance the value of the land, but he levels it if he 
thinks not. 

2662. But you are aware that the levelling- is more effectual v\hen the gables 
are thrown down?— It is more effectual ; but as far as the persons turned out are 
concerned, 1 have heard them say that they would rather see it levelled than left 
standino-, inasmuch as they grieve when they pass it ; they have no more chance 
of re-occupying the house than tliey would have of occupying this. 

2663. I 
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2663. I presume that another cause of the decrease of population in your Rer. T. Mohny. 

parish, though you have not alluded to it, is the decrease in the number of mar* 

riages ? — The number of marriages is very few. 9 >850. 

2664. Have you any means of judging whether the proportion of births is also 
diminished? — 1 have the baptismal register and the marriage register, and before 
I came I looked over both, and I found that we had not this year, or for some 
time, had one marriage to 10 which we had previously, nor one baptism to seven. 

2665. Is the proportion of births, in marriages already contracted, smaller 
than it was previous to 1 845 ? — It is, by one to four. 

2666. To what do you attribute that decrease ? — I think to the condition of 
the population. 

2667. The physical weakness of the people?— The physical weakness of the 
people, and the disappearance of the people, for we have only half the population 
now which we had then. 

2668. But I refer to the case of a family which has not been destroyed, and 
1 ask whether the birtlis in that family are not fewer, proportionally, than they 
were previously to 1 845 ? — There are scarcely any births at all among paupers. 

I have been comparing the townlands, and I take the townland of Knocknahila ; 
there are on that townland 26 families, 13 of them are paupers. The pauper 
families do not average four, and the comfortable families average over eight. 

2669. Mr. Fagm.'\ Are the aged and infirm of those comfortable families 
maintained by those families, or are they put upon out-door relief?— Generally 
they are maintained by their children. 

2670. So that there is no alteration in the habits of the farmers in your parish 
in that respect since the failure of the potatoes ?— Not unless where the son would 
not be able to support the father. 

2671. But does not the out-door relief hold out an inducement to the farmei*s 
to cast off those aged and infirm relatives, and instead of supporting them, to put 
them on the out-door relief?— I think not; for there is a feeling among the 
farmers that as long as they could afford to maintain them themselves, they would 
not have it said that their parents were getting relief from the parish. 

2672. If that may be called imposition, there is no imposition of that kind 
practised in your parish ? — Not generally. 

2(173. Chairman.'] Has there been any considerable emigration from your 
parish within the last three years ?— No. I counted as closely as I could, and 
1 could not find more than 20 families who had emigrated ; but of members of 
families, a large number has emigrated. 

2674. Were those chiefly families in more comfortable circamstances, or 
actually destitute ?— It is customary, at least it did occur in the families to whom 
I allude, that one member would be sent away ; this person would, after a time. 

Send for more ; and it frequently happened that the persons at home were on 
relief until such time as the persons who went to America were able to send home 
as much as would take them out. _ 

2675. Mr. fag-®!.] Was there very considerable difiiculty in the collection ot 

rates in your parish f — No, no difficulty whatsoever, wherever the person was 



able to pay it. , t r u 

' 2676. Did the farmers pay cheerfully 1 — The farmers did pay cheerfully, 
whenever they were able. ■ , - 

2677. Is there anything further which you wish to state to the Committee r— 
I wish to state to the Committee that in a parish where more than half of the 
present population are paupers it would be impossible for the landlords or tor the 
other population to maintain them, and that consequently it would be neceasaiy 
lo adopt some means or other which would enable those paupers to become selC 
supporting. Now, as I said before, I believe there is not in the union ^ P™ ^ 
where there are more facilities for giving employment than in ours ; one halt ot 
the paupers on the western side could be maintained comfortably by hshmg, as 
can be inferred from the example, I have given regarding the sum receivecl 
from Captain Kennedy ; and the other half could be employed profitably m 
drainage and by farmers in such a way as would, in fact, “-ffh 

measure the whole amount of pauperism in the parish. I do say mat 11 me 
present fenners in the parish were to support that number of paupers they vvouia 
all become paupers, and that consequently it is the Interest of the landlords and 
of the farmers to adopt such, means as would be calcnlated to 

from themselves. Had it not been for the amount of money which I belief 

- 0 V2 c c 2 Captain 
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Captain Kennedy procured last year and the year before from Government, 
though there has been a great decrease of the population, I am positively certain 
we scarcely should have had a single farmer in the union, or a an or , w o 
would not have been broken if relief was given to the extent necessary. 

2678. Supposing that the potato culture succeeds this season, wdl that make 
any alteration in the condition of those poor people?— It will make no change 
for the better ; the whole of those people are absolutely paupers. 

2670. The three-fourths?— One-half I will say of my parishioners ; it will 
make no change for them, unless in this way, that the farmers, who will have 
potatoes, I believe will not allow them to starve while they have any themselves ; 
but for any practical improvement for the poor man, there is none. 

2680. Is there much land falling out of lease in your parish ?— There has some 

f&llen out of lease. , , i • r 

2681. What proceedings have the agents and under*ageuts taken in reierence 
to those lands ?—I find that on the land of Tromora there was an independent 
famer,, or rather so, named James. Corry ; he built a nice house and offices; 

1 believe the cost was over IQO/. The place was so .much admired that a 
regpeetable English lady wha lived convenient told me that she used to bring 
her English visitors there for the purpose of seeing how the Irish were coming 
round in their improvements ; his lease dropped and the rent was raised, 1 believe 
to 305 . an acre; and this season he was turned out, though wilting to pay 30 s. 
an acre still for it, and the land let to another at 16 s. ; and the reason ot that 
might be that the person who had got the land was a son of the agent 01 the 

landlord. . .v tt 

2682. He was willing to pay the 30 s. if he was kept m ?— He was. ^ 

2683 Chairman^ Then with such examples as that before them, there is no 

great encouragement for the tenantry of that district to make improvements and 
to employ labourers for that purpose ?— No. On the property of Colonel Wynd- 
ham I knew a tenant named James Power ; he held seven or eight acres of land ; 
it was at the full value ; there was no lease ; Colonel Wyndham does not give 
leases • and this man, in consequence of a large family and the failure of crops, 
hecume very poor, and sooner than that land should go out of his possession he 
agreed to give it to his son. The son got married to a neighbouring farmer’s 
daughter ; both the son and the father-in-law paid, I believe, some 27 1 . to 30 L 
The father-in-law, sooner than see his daughter turned out, offered any security 
that the rent would be always paid ; notwithstanding, James Power and family 
were turned out, and the house levelled ; and when the agent was spoken to upon 
the matter, his reply was that he had no right to get his son married without 
consulting him ; hut the result to the elder Power was, that he and several of his 
children died of starvation. . , ^ , xtt yi 

2684. Mr. 8 . Adair. "Was this rent paid to Colonel Wyndham or to an inter- 
mediate landlord i— Colonel Wyndham was the immediate landlord ; the agent 
■was Mr. Crowe ; the money was paid to Mr. Crowe. I have had that case from 
the parties, who are very honest and truthful persons, 

2685. Was any application made to Colonel Wyndham by the parties dispos- 
sessed 2— An application was made by the father-in-law of the party dispossessed, 
for him to be continued upon the land, and that security would be given for the 

constant payment of the rent. „ „ „ , 

2686. To whom was that application made? — To Mr. Crowe, the agent, 
I believe that the understanding is, that changes cannot take place upon that 
properly without consulting the landlord or the agent. 

2687. But I presume if the tenant felt himself aggrieved, he would probably 

have applied direct to Colonel Wyndham 2 — He may have applied, but I am 
not aware of that. , » i. 

2688. But Colonel Wyndham visits his property, does not he 2 — Yes ; he was 
there last season for some time, merely for a day or two, as well as I can recollect ; 
for some very short time. 

2689. Chairman.'] Is not Colonel Wypdham s property, generally speaking, 
managed with greater regard to the interests of the tenantry, than most of the 
properties in that neighbourhood ?— It is ; that is the only case I have seen on 
the property of Colonel Wyndham that I would consider one of hardship ; that 
is, on that portion which I have any knowledge of. 

2690. And that was a case in which something like a subdivision of the land 
was proposed 2— No subdivision ; the father was willing to go into the workhouse 

. ^ and 
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and leave the son on the farm, the son giving security for the rent, and able to Rev. T. Mdony. 
pay it. 

2691 . Have you anything further -which you wish to state to the Committee? 9 J“'y '850* 
I clo not remember anything else ; I could give you a great number of cases 

of the sufferings of the poor people, but I suppose it is unnecessary. 

2692. Mr. Fagan^ Is it your opinion that the amount of evictions in your 
parish which you have stated has increased the burden of the poor law or has 
tended to its relief?— Unquestionably it has increased the burden of the poor 
law ; I would wish to make a remark upon that. 

2693. You have heard the evidence given by Mr. Keane, in which he stated 
that if those parties had been allowed to remain in their houses and on the 
lands, the burden would have been increased instead of diminished on the poor- 
rate ; what is your opinion upon that?—I think the burden could not have been 
increased ; for if the houses be levelled, and you do not provide houses for them 
elsewhere than in the workhouse, the expense will be double and perhaps treble 
what it would be by leaving them in their houses ; and then if they got employ- 
ment, and the great evil of the thing is that they have no employment, they 
would be a burden to no persons. 

2694. Chairman.'] And depriving them of their houses, and driving them 
into tlic workiiouse, would tend very much to throw them out of the way of em- 
ployment, would it not? — It would. 

2695. Mr. Fagan.] Is the land from which those parties have been evicted 
better cultivated than before?— It is not, except in some cases. 

2696. Are the poor-rates better paid off those lands ?— I think they are not, 
generally speaking. Those small holders did not pay the rates, it was the land- 
lord who paid them, or allowed for them on the payment of rent. 

2697. The landlord was bound to pay them ? — The landlord was Bound, to pay 
the rates for any valuation under 4 1 . 

2698. My. S. Adair.] Is there employment at any scale of remuneration within 
your parish? — There is no fixed scale of remuneration, but Qd., without diet, 
is the general scale ; that is the highest; there are one or two exceptions. 

2699. But I mean with reference to the quantity of employments— There is 
no great quantity of employment; generally speaking, the farmers contrive to 
<io their own work. I knew of an excellent lalwurer to be working for 13 weeks 
for Is. 6 J., that is, 1^, 6 d. a quarter, and his diet; and Iknew tliat same labourer 
to be obliged to give the is. Gd. for a car to take his wife to Kilruslqto the work- 
house ; she got sick, and he was obliged to employ a car to take her to the work- 
house, or to the hospital. 



Mr. Cornelius Doherty, called in ; and Examined. 



2700. Chairman.] YOU are a resident, I believe, and a Farmer in the parish 
of Kilmurry ? — Yes. 

2701. And a Poor-law Guardian ? — ^Yes. 

2702. Elected in autumn last, and holding office at this moment! — Yes. 

2703. 1 believe ycni are agent also for a property in that neighbourhood! 

'2704. Mr. Cknients.] What property? — Mr. Mat Kelly’s of Kilrush. ^ 

2705. Is it an extensive property !— Not an extensive property ; it is three 
townlands, and the sub-denomination of another. 

2706. Mr. S. Adair.] Does Mr. Kelly reside in Kilrush ? — Yes, he is manager 
of the National Bank. 

2707. Is it usual in the west for parties residing so close to their own property 

to employ an agent ? — He has been employed in the National Bank, and he 
could not attend to it- -xi * 

2708. Chairman^ Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Molony, with 

to the evictions which have taken place within the last two years withm th^ 



parish of Kilmurry ?— I did. _ 1. 0 t 

270Q. Do -you agree generally in his statement with respect to them . 
so far as that I know of a great deal of eviction, but I never made myself officious 
ns to what number or how many would be evicted. I know them to be prac- 
tised very generally through the parish. . 

2710. Can you state whether the evictions and the levelling of houses have 
0.52. c c 3 
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been carried on very largely within that district; are there many houses pulled 
down? — A great many, but I cannot ascertain the number, 

2711. Has that improved the district, do you think, upon the whole,, or has 
it impoverished it?— I tliink it has put a great number as incumbrances upon 
the union who would have been in their houses if they had been left. 

2712. In what way M'ould they have been able to live if they had been left in 
their houses?— I have known several families who have been broken down from 
high rents ; and had they been encouraged since the year 1846 , or land given to 
them at an equitable charge, they would have been in their houses and paying 
their rents to-day who are now paupers. I knew a -family of the name of 
Sheeliys, living quite close to me, four brothers ; they had been paying a rent of 
1 /. 175. 6^^. an acre since the year 1831 ; they were industrious and hard- 
working, and paid that up to the year 1848 , when they were broken down, and 
their means exhausted ; and they had to give it up, and another man got it for 
1 ?. 6 s. after. 

2713. Wlien you say they were broken down, do you mean that the failure of 
the potato crop had so reduced their means that they were no longer able to pay 
the same rent ?— I mean that the failure of the potato crop w as partly the means 
of reducing them ; but had they held the laud at an equitable rent, I am sure 
they would have been able still to pay. 

2714. Is it the case generally in that district that the lands are highly rented, 
and that an attempt has been made to levy the former amount of rent which 
was bargained for before the failure of the potato crop during the last three 
years? — It has been so until the last year. Several abatements have taken place, 
but I look upon them as not taking place timely ; not until the means of the 
people were exhausted. 

2715. And in the attempt to levy this former rent, many of those evictions 
took place of parties who might, by an earlier reduction, you think^ have been 
retaiued upon their lands? — Certainly. 

2716. Has there been any assistance given, by way of employment, to the 
distressed tenantry by their landlords? — 1 do not know of any, except that, in 
my parish, Mr. Francis Cold Marony is improving a farm, by the assistance of 
money from Government, for drainage under the Lands Improvement Act. 

2717. Does that give any very extensive employment ? — No; especially on 
this account, that except those people on the townlaud, he employs any other 
hands from Milltown, because he is a resident in Milltown. 

2718. Then that is rather an exception from any other place where employ- 
ment is given by means of Government money ? — I do not know any other place 
where it is given ; Colonel Wyndham drains at his own expense. 

27 1 9. If more money had been taken up by the landlords, and expended upon 
permanent improvements, do you think it would have repaid them in the im- 
proved value of their properties ? — I am sure it would. 

2720. And at the same time would have maintained the poor tenants upon 
the land, and have enabled them to struggle through the difficulties of the last 
three years? — I have no doubt of it. 

2721. Mr. Fagan.'] Are the rents generally paid in the parish? — Not for the 
last two or three years ; not generally paid. 

2722. Take, for example, the property which you are yourself interested in ; 
what proportion of the rent has been received within the last two or' three years ? 
— From the small tenants he has not received half his rent. 

2723. Has he received half his rent generally ? — ^To the best of my belief he 
has generally, because there are two townlands which are held under lease by 
independent farmers, and they pay him the rent punctually. 

2724. They pay their full rent ? — They pay their full rent, because being 
under lease a long time ; it is the comfortable farmers. 

2725. Have they obtained the rent from the produce of the land, or is it from 
any previous savings that they have paid? — Part of that they have let to tenants, 
or at least the greater portion of it. 

2726. Then those parties whom you speak of as comfortable farmers are 
middlemen: — In one particular case, but another man holds a farm of 120 
acres all in his own hands. 

2727. Has the farmer who holds the 120 acres in his own hands been able to 
pay bis rent from the produce of tlie land? — I should think he has ; he keeps 
milch cows upon it. 

2728. Mr. 
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2728. Mr. S. Ailair.] What rent is he paying, do you know?— I think he is Mr. C. D oheri}. 

o'* WUh'iespect to the third tow'niand you speak of, has Mr. Kelly had 9MJ1850. 
occasion to evict any tenants from that townland ?— He has not evicted any 
tenants, except those who could not live by what land they had ; they had to 

give it up of their own free will. t.i, * rr 

2720 Then in fact he has not taken any process against any ot the tenants i 
— No ; and in the case of those who were obliged to give it up themselves he 

left them their houses. , . , , , . 

27ai. Did he give them any land with those houses ? — No; except in two 
particular cases, where they were old tenants ; he left them about 20 perches for 

a small cabbage garden. u n n ■„ 

2732. Had he an opportunity of employing these parties whom he had left in 
those houses as labourers ?— He gave them no employment. „ - 

2-33 Mr. Tuvot.] How do those men live ; how do they subsist .'— borne ot 
them are an incumbrance upon the union at present; they are upon out-door 

'"'^*2734. Mr. S. Adair.'] What was done with the land which those parties 
gave up, as you represent, of their own accord ?— It was given to some other 

But Mr. Kelly has not carried on any works for the improvement of 
the townland at his own expense ? — Not much. 

2736. He has not taken any money, for instance, under the Dratnage Act . 

^2737” And those parties receive out-door relief as not having any more than a 
quarter of an acre of land, if so much?— There are none of them upon relief who 

have a Quarter of acre of laud. ^ 1 

2738. Chmnnan.] Can you say, as a farmer, that there is considerable room 
for improvement in the laud in your part of the country,—! have no doubt of 
it, for the land generally in my parish is of a wet nature, and it would be of the 

ereatest service to it to drain it. _ j. * i.? 

^ 2739. And drainage has not yet been earned out to any great extent ?— Very 
trifling ; I know not any worth mentioning. «. j i i 

274m Do not you think that the last three years afforded a valuable oppor- 
tunitv for commencing the improvement of that district upon a large scale, ana 
that [f employment hfd been given upon works of that d^escnption, ““"7 
would have been saved, and the property improved at the same timer I am 

farmer, from your knowledge of land, state that the land 
might be profitably drained so as to repay the full expense of the process .-That 

“ ’iurteid been evicted, and Iwe been unem- 

nloved, and to a great extent, starved '-Unemployed and starved. 

^ 2^743. Mr. Clements.] At what do you estimate the expense of dramm lan^d 
per acre?- Five pounds an acre would thorough dram the land, provided the 
material is convenient ; 1 mean the stones. i, •, * - 

2744 Includintr the conveyance of the atone, what would it come to - In my 
locality the quarri'es are so convenient that 1 take upon myself to say ol. an acre 
will thnvmioh drain any amount of land. , 

2745. cLirwan.] VVhat increased value would that expenditure gfiatally 
sive tothe land ?—l calculate that it would improve some lands winch are of 
a very trt nature to the extent of half, and other lands which are not so wet 

2“ 8. In grass ?-I have about 20 acres of tillage, and the rest stocked and 

” ^2"40 ifave you thorough drained at all upon your own farm ; I have. 

. rthVmoL of Shich you are speaking?-! have thorough drained 

about eight acres of land in the last three or four years. done’— 

27 SI.* Have you found that it has paid you well for what you "ave done 
One field, containing two acres, where it used to be partly un er v . 

'«.52. 4 
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Mr. C. Doherty, months in the year, I consider is over half improved by it, and the remaining 

land, which was not so wet, I find has increased in value, to the best of my 

9 1850. belief, 25 per cent. 

2752. In the case of proprietors draining for their tenants, do you think the 
tenant would be willing’, generally speaking, to pay a per-centage upon the outlay, 
in the shape of increased rent ? — I cannot say that ; I know that any person, 
understanding the benefit of it, would have no hesitation in paying a per-centage 
increase for having his land drained. 

2753. Have you seen a list which has been given relating to evictions in the 
Kilrush Union, and of those expelled from Clonadrum, the property of Mr. 
Matthew Kelly, who 1 suppose is your employer ? — Yes. 

2754. Mrs. Mary King is one of the parties mentioned ; do you know her ? — 
Yes. 

2755 - The quantity of land which she held is represented to have been one 
acre, and the yearly rent 1 Z. 5 s. ; is that, to the best of your belief, correct ? — 
She was never a tenant of Mr. Kelly’s; she only got it from her mother; she 
Reid it from her mother, and gave it back to her mother when she was not able 
to pay the rent, and her mother is in possession of it still. 

2756. What is the mother’s name? — Widow Sexton. 

2757. And Widow Sexton is in possession still ? — She is. 

2758. Then are the Committee to understand that this was a private arrange- 
ment between Mrs. King and her mother ? — It was a private an’angement. 

2759. And the rent was not paid at the office? — No; I have been receiving 
the rents there for the last nine yearn, and Mary King never paid the rent, but 
her mother. 

2760. There is another case, which, I see, is somewhat similar; Connor Kil- 
lien ; do you know him ? — I do. 

2761 . He also held one acre, for which he paid the yearly rent of 1 /. 5 s. ? — 
Yes. 

2762. Does not that appear to be a large rent for a single acre ? — Indeed, it is 
rather too high in the present state of the times ; but at the time he was paying 
it land-was a great deal higher. 

2763. Then there appears to have been against him an arrear of 4 /. 5 ^. ; are 
the Committee to understand that this arrear accrued previously to the bud 
times ? — I cannot say. 

2764. Are you aware whether that arrear is stated correctly or not? — In my 
opinion it is. 

2765. That was outstanding at the time when he surrendered the land ? — It 
was outstanding. 

2766. Chah'man^ When a tenant in your district without a lease improves 
his land (for example, by reclaiming a portion of the neighbouring bog), is his 
lent liable to be raised upon him directly? — In some cases it is. 

2767. Is the fear of that increase of rent an obstacle to the progress of such 
improvements ?~No doubt of it. I have just a few remarks to make upon that. 
I have not drained a perch of any land but what I held of Mr. Kelly, but I cer- 
tainly would have drained a great deal more if I had had a lease ; but I see that 
whatever you do, if you drain, and you break down, and are not able to pay 
the rent one year, out you go, and another man enjoys the benefit of your 
labour. 

276S. Is there a general feeling among the farmers of the district who have 
the means to improve, that encouragement to do so is not held out to them? — 
I frequently hear the tenants say that they have no encouragement to improve- 
ment; that they might be improving it for another man. 

2769. If encouragement of that kind had been held out to them during the 
last three years, do you think more employment would have been given to the 
poorer class, and fewer of them reduced to want and to become a burthen to the 
union ? — I think so. 

2770. Did you act as a guardian during the last winter? — I did. 

2771. Do you remember the stoppage of relief which occurred in December 
and January ? — I do. 

2772. Was there any great suffering amongst the poor of your district in con- 
sequence of that ? — Yes, 

2773. Do you agree with what has been stated by Mr. Malony on that sub- 
ject? — They suffered materially. I have heard of several who died of want, and 

I have 
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I have reason to believe that they were reduced to a hopeless and irrecoverable Mr. C. Dokriy. 
state. “ 



cate. 

2774. Mr. Jhg-an.] What was the cause of the stoppage of relief? — Want of 

2775. Was there any opposition to the stoppage of relief in the Board of 
Guai'dians ; was there any difference of opinion on the course to be pursued in 
consequence of the want of funds ?— Indeed I did not hear any. 

2776. It was the unanimous resolve of the Board to stop the relief^ — I cannot 
say. In December I was absent for three or four whole days ; I was unwell. 

2777. Is the attendance large, generally speaking, at the Board of Guardians? 
—It was pretty well attended. 

2778. Chairman:] Of what class of persons is the Board of Guardians com- 
posed ; are there many cx-officio guardians ?— Very few of them attend. 

2779. What is the general position in society of the elected guardians, andot 
those who do attend generally ?— There is a change in the Board since the 25th 
March last There are a few of the former guardians left out, and others have 
come in the place of them ; also the alteration of the electoral divisions made 

^^^27!?.' Are the elected guardians generally substantial farmers ?~The majority 

278?. ^Mr. Fagan.] Do they attend the Board regularly ?— They generally 
attend on the Board-day ; the greater part of them. I do not find that they 
attend regularly on the admission days. _ d j 

2782. Chairman.] Do they take any part in the proceedings on the Board 

S^dair.] When the elected guardians returned to office, did they 
find the servants and the parties employed in the workhouse willing to do their 
duty ? Tile guardiuns were undei’ the itnpi’ession tliat the ser\ ants would rather 

not have them to he continued. , . „ . 

27S4 To what cause did the guardians attribute tins feeling on the part of 
the ^wants'! -There was a general report that the salaries of the ofheors wo^d 
be all reduced by the elected Board, for they got good salaries under the vice- 
guardians, and they wore under the impression that they would be reduced, as 

thev w'cre in several instances. ^ 1.1 .i 

378s. But were the salaries paid by the vice-guardians higher than those 
which had been paid by the previous Board of elected guardians I think in 

Was it the case then that the salaries were originally insufficient It 
appears" they were not in some cases with regard to the collectors, for they just 

took it again at the former rate, and at less. 

2787 But my question has reference to the servants m the workhouse, to the 
master the mat™, and so on ; did it appear that the salaries which had been 
patd to those persons before the vice-gnardians took office, were insufficient for 
Their LvicesP-I cannot say; I suppose that was the impression of the vice- 

^'*2788° Then the parties whose salaries have been reduced consented to remain 
at tL reduction ?— Yes, so far as the rate collectors are concerned ; I do not know 
ff any mdSction made in the salaries of the officers of the house; that is, the 

™‘'4?Q™BuTTrappeared'to the elected guardians, on leturning ^ 
the're L an inii'sposition to serve under them as 

guardians ?-I know for ,my own part, as a member of the Board, I was und 

Mr°Ctee)itel Are the Committee to understand that the vice-guar- 
dianl fficieas'ed remuneration of the eollectors, and that the e ected 

grrdianTred^ it to the same rate at which it was previous to the dissolution 

iriing the Board on the days, 

persons who applied to be 

admitted were refused admission, or had^°f ,We were two 

What was the cause of that?— When first we took office there were two 

days in tlm week for hearing the pauper lists ; S 

sutetituted for the two; on that occasion the guardians formed themsel^^^^^^^^^ 

0.52. V “ 
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committees, and they were able to bear them in one day, by forming committees 
of probably three guardians, three guardians in one corner and three in another. 

It appeared to me that Colonel Vandeleur was under the inapression that some 
of the guardians were acting too liberally in the way of giving relief, and he 
confined all to one Board, and on this occasion he' attended himself, and heard 
all the cases, and stopped there I suppose until six or seven o’clock in the 
evening, when half of them were not heard, and they had to go home at that 
late hour, a distance of probably 1 0 or 1 2 Irish miles, with their little children 
upon their backs. 

2794. It was not possible for Colonel Vandeleur, or one Board, to go through 
the business in one day? — Quite impossible. 

2795. Whereas if the labour had been divided as you describe, the whole 01 
the cases would have been attended to ? — They would. 

3796. Was that alteration made by a resolution of the Board ?— Not to my 
knowledge. 

2797. 0 iairman,'\ Do you mean that the chairman of the Board did that of 
his own authority, without consulting the Board ? — That is my opinion ; for 
I have not any knowledge of its being made a resolution of the Board. 

2798. Was the chairman in the habit of consulting the Board upon the 
question of the admission of particular paupers ? — In some cases ; on the majority 
of eases when I attended he just acted upon his own discretion. 

2799. Did you ever remonstrate upon that course of proceeding, and state 
that there was no time for a due investigation into the cases of all the paupers ? 
-^I remonstrated with him on several occasions with regard to that course. 

2800. Did you fail in succeeding? — I did. 

2801. Did you endeavour to get more time given to the hearing of the cases , 
— My impression was that it could be got through quicker. 

2802. And that cases would he heard which were under the circumstances 
sent away unheard ? — Yes. 

2803. Were there any cases, to your knowledge, of parties who were crowding 
round the door of the workhouse, and who were obliged to go away without 
being admitted to have their cases considered ? — A great number. 

2804. Do you think there was much suffering caused to the poor from the 
distant parts of the union by that circumstances r — 1 am certain that there was, 
for I generally used to be going home late myself j I often brought in my boy 
or servant on a common car, and I often met them in such a state of exhaustion 
as that I felt obliged to give them a little relief myself, to help them home, and 
even took some of tliem in my own car. 

2805. Mr. Fagan.^ When the Board was acting as yon state, in committees 
for admitting the paupers, were there as many applicants for relief as there were 
on subsequent occasions when the Board was acting under the chairmanship of 
Colonel Vandeleur? — I think they were increasing daily. 

2806. There were a greater number applying for relief when the Board was 
acting in a body ? — Yes, they were increasing latterly because the destitution was 
getting more and more ; there was no employment. 

2807. What foundation had Colonel Vandeleur for supposing that there \vas 
neglect on the part of the committees in admitting the paupers ? — I heard^ him 
at one time say that he believed the guardians were giving probably relief to 
some of their own friends and neighbours more liberally than they had a right 
to do. 

2808. Have you any reason to suppose that there was foundation for that sur- 
mise ? — Not to my knowledge. 

2809. Were those elected guardians large farmers, paying large rents? — The 
majority of them were; there were some of them lived in Kilrushj Colonel 
Vandeleur’s under-agent, Michael Brew, was one of them. 

2810. But they were all interested in the amount of the rates ? — Yes. 

2811. Were the ex-officio guardians in the habit of attending the Board ?— • 
Very seldom ; very seldom more than one or two oY them that I saw ; Mr. John 
Studdert, of Kilkee, was often at the Board j Mr, Burroughs, of Kilrush, was very 
often there. 

2812. Did the guardians who composed the committees investigate the cases 
for relief of their own electoral divisions in those committees ? — They did ; I took 
the relieving ofiicers- book of my own district, and got two more guardians to 

act 
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act with me ; and I just took the sense of the three to admit them on out-door Mr. C. Doherty. 
relief or give them the workhouse, whichever was thought advisable. 

2813. Then it might be possible that the guardians, taking the cases of their 9 ^850. 

own electoral divisions, might incline to those paupers with whom they were 
acquainted in preference to those with whom they were not ?— That might be the 

feeling; I have not known any injustice practised in that way. 

2814. Chairman.'] But on the other hand, they must have been better aware 
than any others of the circumstances of the paupers, and whether they were or 
were not deserving of relief? — No doubt. 

2815. Then was it the fact that in consequence of this mode of proceeding, it 
happened frequently during the last winter, paupers applying to the Board for 
relief, and coming from a distance, were unable to have their cases heard, and 
were repeatedly sent back witliout receiving any relief either in or out of the 
workhouse ? — They were repeatedly sent back. 

2816. Were there any serious cases of suffering arising from that cause?— 

There were* 

.2817. Mr. Ckmmts^ How many instances do you know of persons being 
sent back without having their cases heard, on how many days ?— I was not in 
attendance in the month of December when the stoppage of relief was, but they 
frequently came to my house, saying sometimes, after going down three succes- 
sive days, that they were not called. 

2818. But speaking of your own knowledge, of how many cases do you know 
of paupers not having their cases heard ?— I know of my own knowledge of their 
going down two successive days and not being heard ; for when it was getting 
late Colonel Vandeleur would send out the relieving officer to pick out the worst 
cases and allot them, and then tlie others would go home without being heard. 

2819. You know of your own knowledge of two days on which that occurred? 

Yes. 

2820. Do you know of your own knowledge of any more than two days?— 

Not that I remember. , , j r 

2821. Besides those two days do you know of your own knowledge ot any 
other days at any other time in which the cases were not heard r— I know tre- 
quently that they were sent home without being heard on several days but the 
thing used to come in in such a way as that they could not be two days except 
very seldom, because the relieving officer who would be heard to-day first, would 
be left to the last the day following, and consequently two days would not 



***^2822. What number of times do you know, of your owu knowledge, of that 
occurring? — 1 cannot state how often. .1 * • r 

2823. About how often?— In my opinion a month at least; tliat is, torn 

”^2824. Do you mean that for one month there were frequently cases in which 

the applicants were not heard ? — -Yes. - i 

2825. But then it did not take place after that month nor betoie it. 



^ 2825! Of your own knowledge when did this neglect m hearing tlie paujicrs 
occur?— It was in the mouth of April ; I never took any notes of the day or the 

*^^2827. About how many times did it occur in the month April, to your 
knowledge ? As far as I remember, during the whole month and the begmning 

of May. f. . 1 

2828. How many times?~I may say four times ; four days. 

2829. About how many paupers were sent away 

heard in those times ?-I could not ascertain the number ; but I know they were 

heai-d offered admission 

the house?— They^ could not. in my opinion, be offered admission-when they w 



""*283^1)0 you know whether they were or were not offered admission to the 
house?— I know that a great many of them were not heard. . . , 

2832. Do you know of a great many of them being offered admissiramto tta 
house, notwithstanding that' their eases were not heard , y 
general instructions being given to admit persims who “aid 

workhouse?— I have no knowledge of It; not to my knowledge. ^ 

0.52. D D 2 “ 
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2833. Are you aware of any communication having been made by a poor-law 
inspector, which caused this change of the mode in which the applicants cases 
were considered ? — I am not. 

2834. Chairman?\ Do you know of any similar cas^ of paupers not being 
beard for want of time having occurred in January, February, and March, when 
you were attending the Board? — Really I cannot ascertain the time, for I n^er 
took any notes of more than one ; but I have.been present on several days when 
the paupers were not heard, and sent away. 

2835. Mr. Fagan.'\ How long did the practice continue of hearing the cases 
of the paupers by separate committees? — I believe it continued for about a 
month ; that is, four successive weeks, four successive days. 

2836. For a month after the elected Board of Guardians were appointed?— 
For the first month there were two days, or better than a month ; there were 
two days for admitting the paupers, but then one daj* was substituted for the 
two, and they were heard by committees, and so continued for another month. 

2837. Was Captain Kennedy present at the Board during the admission of 
the paupers ? — Most generally he was there, and sometimes>-.not. 

2838. Did he remopstrate, with regard to the change of system, as to the 
admission of paupers ? — Not to my knowledge. 

2839. Did he approve of the change? — I do not suppose that he did. 

2840. Was Colonel Vandeleur sustained by a majority of the Board in this 
alteration ? — Not to my knowledge ; it was not a resolution of the Board at all. 

2841. Was it discussed at the Board? — Not to my knowledge. 

2842. Have you heard the members of the Board complain of the change ? — 
I heard some of them complain of the paupers being sent away unheard, and 
that there was not time; and the consequence was it was changed shortly after. 

2843. Did they complain at the Board openly and publicly, or was it in 
private?— It was in private; not publicly. Very few made any complaints 
there, except when the matter was changed. I complained myself, and stated to 
the Board the position in which I saw the paupers going home, probably some 
of them going home the following day in a fatigued state, so that it was hurtful 
to the feelings of any man to see them in a Christian country in the state they 
were in. 

2844. Chairman^ Is it your impression that relief has been administered of 
late within the union to an extent sufficient to preserve life in all the destitute 
poor ? — I think not. 

2845. Then you think if it was the intention of the law to save those who were 
in danger of perishing from want, from such a fate, that it has failed of its object ? 
— It has failed. 

■ 2846. It has been said that the vice-guardians were less economical of the 
funds of the union than the elected guardians have since proved. Is it the fact 
that the relief afforded by the vice-guardians w^ more effectual and larger, 
leas niggardly, than that given by the elected guardians? — Decidedly greater. 

2847. Was there anything like the amount of suffering and loss of life during 
the administration of relief by the vice-guardians, which there has been since 
the election of the new Board ?— I believe the mortality was as large in tlie time 
of the vice-guardians, but in my opinion not from the want of food. 

2848. That was at the time of cholera and fever cases to which you refer, and 
to the prevalence of epidemics in the union ? — Yes. 

2849. Mr. Fagan^ Was there any general complaint among the farmers of 
the extravagance of the vice-guardians ? — The farmers were under the impres- 
sion tliat the vice-guardians were too extravagant in their expenditure, in their 
mode of giving salaries to their officers ; that was the principal complaint. 

2850. But the question refers particularly to the relief given to the paupers; 
was there any complaint on the part of the farmers of the extravagance of the 
vice-guardians in that respect? — A good many used to complain ol that, but I 
thiuk they could not justly complain, because the vice-guardians called meetings 
in each parish, and gave the ratepayers the opportunity of checking abuses where 
such existed. If there were abuses, they would be the act of the relieving officer 
and their own act ; the vice-guardians did not know the destitution of the 
people. 

2851. What do you mean by calling meetings? — Calling public meetings of 
the ratepayers to attend ‘and scrutinize the lists of persons in receipt of relief, to 
go through them from one to another ; they called out the names, and every 

owner 
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■owner and every ratepayer was there, and at liberty to tell them the name of Mr. C. Doherty. 
any party getting relief improperly. 

28.52. Mr. Cletnents.'] W^ere there any struck off?~A few were struck off; 9 July 1850. 
and i often found that some of them should be put on shortly after that time, 
who must have been struck off in consequence of inveterate feeling. 

2853. What you mean by the expression “ inveterate feeling ” ? — That I found 
that at meetings where we met together to revise those lists and go through 
them, a man would come up and say, “ That man does not want relief and 
immediately after, in two days perhaps, he should be put on again. 

2854. Were those meetings largely attended by the rate-payers ?— They 
were. 

2855. Did the vice-guardians attend those meetings ? — One of them did. 

2856. And read the lists out? — And read out the lists of the names of every 
person getting relief. 

2857. Chairman^] Did Sir Burton Macnamara at one time attend at the Board 
as a guardian ? — He attended the meeting at which they took office ; that is last 
N ovember. 

2858. Has he been there frequently since? — N'o._ 

2859. Did you ever hear him express an opinion that it was the object of 
Captain Kennedy to embarrass the elected Board of Guardians, with a view 0 
getting back the vice-guardians? — I did not hear him say so. 

2860. Did you ever hear him express an opinion as to Captain Kennedy’s 
management of the union ? — I did not ; he may have said it unknown to me, 
but not to my knowledge. 

2861. It has been stated that Captain Kennedy recommended Mr. Burke to 
be retained as a rate collector ; are you aware whether that was the case ?— -1 am 
aware the 6rst day we met that there was a letter from the Commissioners, 
requesting the guardians to call upon Mr. Burke, and a man of the name of 
M'Donnell, to resign, and that it was deferred for another day ; and the guar- 
dians were Mr. Burke’s friends ; they were all unanimous for keeping him iii 
office ; but I know Captain Kennedy did not suggest his being retained in office ; 

Captain Kennedy said that he had no ambition himself that Mr. Burke should 
foe dismissed, but let the guardians deal with them as they pleased. 

2862. Is Mr. Burke a member of the Board of Guardians now He is 

a member of the Board of Guardians now. 

2863. Mr. Fagan.'] Is Major Ball nn ex-officio guardian?— I helieve he is; 

I saw him in the board-room one day. 

2864. Is he a gentleman of property in the union?— I believe so ; not in my 

locality. .. 

2865. Do you recollect his stating at a meeting, in reference to this Mr. 

Burke, that be w^as a person of very high character, and that it would be severe 
to dismiss him for any alleged irregularities r — Not to my recollection. 

2866. Mr. Cie77ients] Were you present when the discussion took place about 
■ Mr. Burke ?— 1 was; I looked upon Mr. Burke’s case to be a very proper case 

for dismissal. ^ „ 

2867. Mr. Fagan] Is Mr. Francis O’Donnel an ex-offieio guardian or an 
elected guardian ?— I believe he is an elected guardian ; 1 am sure he is. 

2868. Was not the guardian who proposed the re-election of both Mr. Burke 
and the other collector, on the ground of their uniform good character ?— I think 
Mr. O’Donnel was ; I know that Mr. O’Donnel took an active part, and so did 
Doctor Donovan, and the majority of the Board took an active part m Mr. Burke s 



case. . c 

2869. Francis O’Donnel proposed that both the collectors, m 

their uniform good character, should be continued in the office, and Major Bali 
seconded the proposition ; was that so? — I do not remember. 

2870. Were not both of those guardians respectable persons ? — They were very 



2871. Have you any recollection of Captain Kennedy stating that, in his 
opinion, Mr. Burke was a very efficient collector ?— 1 have not. 

2872. Was he to your knowledge an efficient collector ?— He did not belong 



to my district. 

2873. Is the union generally improving this last year 



? — ‘This year it is 



promising, 

2874. Do you think, if the potatoes succeed this year, 
0.52. P D 3 



that the pauperism and 
destitution 
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Mr. C. Doiirrtj. destitution in the union -will diminish considerably ? — I think it would slightly 

diminish, for I know the majority of these who are on relief have no tillage. 

9 July 1850. 2875. And they must be continued on relief? — They must be continued on 

relief ; so that I do not see what great difference it will make to them. 

2876. Were you a member of the old Board of Guardians previous to their 

Is there generally much division of opinion at the meetings of the Board 
of Guardians in reference to the relief of the destitute ? — Very little difference, I 
find, in opinion, unless when an office is vacant 

2878. No voting takes place?— No, where the poor are concerned. 



Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, called in 5 and further Examined. 

Colonel 2879. Ckair 7 nan.~] HAVE you any statement of accounts which you wish to 

C. M. Vandeleur. put in ? — I have. ^ , . r rr, j c 

2880. What is it ?— The audit of the accounts of the union up to the 23a ot 

Fi* Appendix. February 1850. {Th£ same was delivered 



Jjj^aTtiSi \6^ die Julii, 1850. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Mr. Poulett Scrope. 

The Earl of Arundel and Suixey. 
Mr. C. Lewis. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 



Sir W. Somerville. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Moiisell. 

Sir Lucius O’Brifcti. 



POULETT SCROPE, Esq., in the Chair. 



Captain Afthur Edward Kennedy, called in ; and further Examined. 

r , • 2881. Chairman.] AT the close of the last sittii^ of the Committee a state- 

A. E^Vc^edu. ment was given in of the expenditure of the union_ during the last five months 

ending the 23d of February of this year, from which it appears that the tom 

i6 July .850. expenditure of the half year was 9,060 1 ; the Conpittee p^ceive that the 
estimate put in by you at the commencement of their proceedings, as to the 
probable expenditure during that half year, amounted to about 21,296 1 . ; can 
YOU account for the expenditure having been so much less than your estimate . 

1 can to a great extent. The excess of the estimate (dated 15 August 1849) • 

for the half-year ended the 25th March 1850, over the actual expenditure as 
shown by the audited abstract of accounts to 23d February 1850, arises from 
the following causes. The estimated expenses {vide column 16) amounted to 
21,296 1; whereas the actual expenditure (as shown by the abstract, dated 10 
June 1850) to the 23d February 1850, amounted to 9,060/. 9^. Id.; and 
I account for the difference thus : 1st. The estimate was framed at a period 
when Indian meal (the usual food) was at • 9 /. 10 s. to 10 L 10 per ton ; it 
subsequently fell to 7 Z. 1 0 5. ; this on a consumption which sometimes reached 
60 tons per week, would decrease the expen^ture by a very large amount. 
2d. Out-door relief under section 2 was estimated for, but none given after 
harvest of 1849. 3d. New clothing and bedding was estimated for, amounting 
to 1,500/. {vide columns 8 and 15), whereas a sufficient supply was not obtained, 
owing to want of funds ; the clothing and bedding consequently got into a most 
dilapidated state, and the actual outlay on this head {vide abstract dated 1 0 June 
1850) amounted to 366 /. 17 2 d. only. 4th. A large amount of expenditure 

(probably 1,000 /.) was saved by the partial or entire stoppage of out-door rehef 

forseveralweeksinthemonthsofDecemberand January 1850. 5th. Therewas 

a large deficiency in the usual allowance of milk supplied to the paupers in the 
worlffiouse for many weeks, and no substitute given. 6th. There was an insuffi- 
cientsupply offuel at some periods during the five months ended 23d February 
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1850. 7th. A smaller allowance of rations was also given to paupers on out-door Captain 
relief during the five months ended 23d February 1850, than given during the A. E. Kennedy, 

previous half year. 8th. The abstract of expenditure to 23d February 1850, it 

will be observed, is only for five months, whereas the estimate was for the full 
half year. 9th. When the estimate was framed (1 6 August 1849), it was on 
the basis of the expenditure and circumstances of the union during the preceding 
or corresponding half year in 1849. The circumstances however materially 
altered, as the extensive potato planting in the spring of 1850 (probably eight 
times more than in 1849) gave employment to many thousands during that 
particular period, and so kept them off the rates ; no out-door relief, under the 
2d section of the Poor Relief Extension Act, having been issued. 10th. Salaries 
of relieving officers were reduced, officers’ rations were curtailed, and rate- 
collectors’ poundage reduced from 1 s. to 4 d. per pound during five months ended 
23d February 1850. 11th. The produce of the workhouse farm of 25 acres, con- 
sisting of turnips, parsnips, carrots, cabbage, potatoes, &c., was consumed in the 
workhouse, and not brought into account in the abstract of expenditure to 23d 
February I860. These items duly considered will, in ray opinion, satisfac- 
torily account for the difference between the estimated and actual expenditure 
for the five months ended 23d February 1850. 

2882-3. Sir R. Ferguson.'] How much was allowed for clothing in your 
estimate ?-^£. 1,500 for clothing and bedding. 

2884- Chairman^ Some statements were made before the Committee wiA 
reference to the character of Mr. Shannon ; have you any documents to put in 
on that subject? — I will put in two documents ; one a testimonial from the 
sub-inspector of police of Kilrush, and another from a resident magistrate of 
Kilrush, both given at the date of Shannon’s appointment by the vice- 
guardians ; and a third from a district engineer. 

{The Witness delivered in the same, which are as follow:] 

Board of Guardians, Kilrush Union. 

Gentlemen, . . • . ^ * j 

It having been stated to me that you are about appointing an inspector to supevmteiHl 
the relief works in this union, allow me to recommend to your notice Mr. John Shannon, 
as a fit and trustworthy person for the situation ; he is one likely to enforce proper discipline 
and reeularity amongst the workmen, which is so requisite especially under existing cir- 
cumstances, where large bodies of men are to be assembled together ; and should he have 
occasion to report any irregularities, I consider he is quite capable of conducting any case 
very satisfactorily; and he being a good clerk, would be able to keep anpccounts, records, 
or other papers which might be entrusted to him, to the satisfaction of the Board. 

I am, &c. 

William Channer, J. P. 



Mr. Frederick Shannon has informed me tliat the office of inspcclor to superintend the 
relief works is now vacant, and that he is desirous to obtain the appointment. 

Mr. Shannon’s suitableness to efficiently discharge the duties of the one m question » so 
well known to you, that I deem it unnecessary to detail his qualifications by a written 
statement. r 

Kilrush, 1 December 1948. 



Mr. John M. Shannon having requested me to state what I know of his OTmpetim^ 
and character, I have therefore to say that Mr. Shannon served m the “P“‘y “ 

and time-keeper during the progress of the relief works under my supenntendenee m the 

western P^rof the fount/clire , that I found him active, zealous, -jd ‘™st«rffiy. 
possesecil of an unusual degree of intelligence and business habits ; and my ™ 

he will be found a very efficient person in the “J ^ 

services were dispensed with upon the relief works, thfongh ‘he 

of the local committee ; but from a personal knowledge of all the circumstances of the case, 
I am of opinion that blame did not attach to him. ji District Engineer, 

Drainage Office, Bridgetown, Wexford, Boaid of W 

16 July 1850. 

I likewise hold in my hand a letter from the f Its tem 

the connty, in which he states, - My knowledge of 

derived from finding him accasionally a juror on the trial of civil 

0.52. D D 4 
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Coptiun Kilrush Quarter Sessions, and in that character I found him intelligent and 
A. E. „ 

2885. That is of recent date? — ^This is dated the 13th of July. There is a 
16 July 1850. evidence as to which I conceive it my duty to put myself right 

before the Committee. At number 2027 Colonel Vandeleur is questioned by 
Lord Naas, “Were you in the country when they were taken ? ” That is, the 
depositions relative to the evictions on Colonel Vandeleur’s property. Colonel 
Vandeleur’s reply is this, “ I was, I believe, in the country most of the tune 
they were taking ; I may say, most.” I am in a position to state and prove that 
Colonel Vandeleur, though he dated his letter to the Commissioners, making a 
complaint on the subject of evictions, on the 26th December from Kilrush, was 
at that time in Dublin, and that he remained in Dublin till the 19th January, 
on which day he returned, and that the whole of those depositions were taken 
by me prior to that. The list was finished on or about the 10th or 12th of 
January, and forwarded to the Poor-law Commissioners shortly after, so that 
ColonelVandeleur was not in the country while those depositions were taken; 
he could not have been there ; and his agent was not resident in the union. 

2886. Mr. C. Lewis.] Axe you referring to January ? — Ves, to last January. 

2887. Sir R. Ferguscm.] When did you commence those depositions? — 

I think about the 4th or 5th of January. 

2888. Mr. Monsdl] In the present year?— In the present year; and 1 
finished them on the 10th or 12th, as will appear by the date of the depositions. 
Colonel Vandeleur did not return to the union till the 1 9th ; he was absent 
fi-om the 24th December till the 19th Januaiy; though he states in his reply 
that he was present when I took them. Immediately on Colonel Vandeleur’s 
return he called upon me on the subject of those evictions, and I then offered 
him every information, and a copy of the depositions, which he declined to 
take. That was the first opportunity I possibly could have had of communi- 
cating with Colonel Vandeleur on the subject. 

2889. Chairman.] Your statements with respect to the amount of evictions, 
and of house levelhng, which have taken place in tile union, having been 
represented as grossly exaggerated before the Committee, have you taken any 
steps in consequence to substantiate them?— I have ; I employed a professional 
engineer, Mr. Francis Coffee, as a person who was perfectly unprejudiced and 
unbiassed in the matter. 

2890. Mr. Fagan.] Is he resident in the union ? — He resides in the union, 
sometimes at Kilkee, and sometimes at Kildysart, the two extremes I may 
sav of the union ; he is here, and will produce a map of the whole union, 
mth a detailed statement, if required, of the persons evicted, the number of 
houses actually levelled, and the number of persons who have been left in as 
caretakers. 

Colonel C. M. Tandelmr, called in ; and further Examined. 

Colonel 2891. Sir X. O’Brien.] Captaik Kennedy states that you were absent 

C. M. Ya-ndelatr. tjie country at the time of those depositions : do you wish to malce any 

observation upon that ? — 1 stated, to the best of my recoUectioBj that I left 
Kilrush a few days before Christmas, and I remained in Dublin, and Captain 
Kennedy states perfectly truly that the letter I addressed to the Poor-law 
Commissioners was dated from Kilrush. I remained away, I suppose, about 
ten days, and then returned; but as to the exact date of my return lam not 
prepared to say, but the date of the Commissioners’ letter, forwarding the 
affidavits and copies of the depositions taken before Captain Kennedy "was 
some time subsequent to that. v- . 

2892. Does it appear that it was during your absence that those depositions 
were taken ?v— I cannot exactly tell the precise date when those depositions 
were taken. 

2893. That is the reason which Captain Kennedy gives, as you are aware, 
for tlieir not being submitted to you? — 1 do not believe it was Captain 
Kennedy’s habit to submit depositions. In the case of Mr. Marcus Keane, 
Captain Kennedy never submitted one of his depositions to him, nor ^ do I 
believe that Captain Kennedy ever intended to submit one of these depositions 
to me ; all! can say is, in answer to another observation of Captain Kennedy a, 
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that subsequent to that, upon my comparing my returns with Captain 
Kennedy’s, I spoke to him upon the subject, and told him that he had made ^ 
some very serious and very extraordinary errors. I went with him down to 
his own house and told him of a number of those cases in which I conceived 
he had made errors, and left it open to him to correct them. He stated that 
he would write a letter if I chose it ; but it appeared to me that writing a 
letter in the way that Captain Kennedy intended to do, that is, merely to the 
Commissioners, was not sufficient, and it seems that up to this moment he has 
taken no pains whatever to correct his errors, because he speaks of Widow 
Griffin, or what he called the Widow Griffin, for she is no widow ; there was 
no person of that name a widow at the time on the lands of Monmore ; and 
Captain Kennedy up to this date has not corrected that error,- he even stated 
before the Committee that there was another Widow Griffin. 



Francis Coffee^ Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

2894. Chairman.'] HAVE you been a resident in the Union of Kilrush during 
the last three or four years? — Yes. 

289.5. What is your profession? — Civil engineer. 

2896. Have you been employed during the last few years by the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works ? — I was in 1846 and 1847 - 

2897. You have revised, I believe, the poor-law' valuation of the union? — 



Yes. , .n j r 

2898. For the Commissioners or the Board of Guardians ? — For the Board of 
Guardians of Kilrush Union. 

2899. You have also, I believe, been employed to applot the Ordnance valu- 
ation in the same district?— Yes. 

2900. Were you applied to by Captain Kennedy recently to make personal 
inquiries into the number of evictions throughout the union?— Yes, on the ist 
June last. 

2901. Have you employed yourself in doing that from that time to the pre- 
sent ?— From that time to the present period. I produce a map before the 
Committee on which the houses are marked. I took the Ordnance sheets of 
the union, and shaded each property with a different tint throughout the entire 
union. I have traversed almost the entire union, and I have marked upon that 
map the position of each house from which the tenant was dispossessed. By that 
term I mean to include every man whose house had been levelled or who had 
been unhoused, and who is admitted at present as a caretaker, but holding no 
land, nor, from any circumstances or information which I could receive, are they 
likely to hold any land either from the proprietors by whom they have been 
dispossessed, or from any tenants who have at present received their land. 

2902. Mr. Monsell] Can you distinguish between those persons who were 
actually turned out of their houses and whose houses were levelled, and those 
who have been allowed to remain in their houses, the Imid merely being taken 
away from them ? — I have a detailed abstract which will show you the result 
as to every property in the union of Kilrush . — {The Witness produced the 

same.) , * t ..t. • p 

2003. Chainnan.] Will you state the result, if you please r—ln the umon ot 
Kilrush, including every property, I find there are 1,951 families whose 

have been levelled ; 408 families unhoused, in addition to the houses levelled ; 
and 341 families admitted as cai-etakers. , , , , a, 

2004. Do you mean hy families that were, unhoused, that the houses were lelt 

standing, but the families dispossessed ? — Yes, dispossessed, and othpr tenants 
admitted into the houses which they had previously possessed. , . 

2Q0';. What is the total number of families whose houses have been levelled, 
or who have been dispossessed and forced out of their houses, adding the tap 
columns together r— The gross number of families whose houses were levelled 
and who have been unhoused, amounts to 2 , 359 . 

•2Qo6. What population would that represent ?— About 12,000 person^ 

2007. Sir X. O'Brien.] Were any of those admitted as caretakers Wone. 

2908. Ckamnan.] If you add to that the column of caretakers, t^t is to say, 
the persons who have been allowed to remain m possesion ot tHem nouses, 
hut are liable to be turned out at a moment’s warning, what 
lation does that represent a« having been evicted ?- By adding the famto 

0.52. ® 



Colonel 
. M. Vandeleur. 



16 July 1850. 



F. Coffee, Esq. 



Vide Appendix 
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J*. C^u, Esq. 
l6 July 1850. 



that are at present admitted as caretakers, to the families who are included 
under the two columns I have denominated by “ levelling ” and “ unhousing,” 
they will amount in the aggregate to 14,364., 

2909. Have yon taken pains to ascertain that a number of the 341 families 
who are still left in the occupation of their houses as temporary caretakers, are 
not readmitted as tenants, and therefore not liable momentarily to be turned 
out ? — By every means that I could try I have ascertained the prospect or the 
probability of their doing so, or the accuracy of any of those persons included 
under the 34 1 who are admitted as caretakers, having up to this period made 
no arrangement with their proprietors or others to continue as peimanent 
tenants either of their houses or of the land from which they have been dis- 
possessed ; I have made very accurate inquiry to that effect, and I have found 
that they have not. 

2910. Does your list include the number of houses levelled or the persons 
evicted since the beginning of this year? — It includes all from November 1847 
to, I may say, the 1st July 1850. 

2911. What was the process by which you made out this survey and com- 
pleted it ? — I put myself in general, where I could do so, in communication 
with the bailiffs of the respective properties in the union 5 in some properties 
the bailiffs have been satisfied to afford me what information they had, but in 
others I could not obtain it from the bailiffs of the properties, and I availed 
myself of the best information which I could receive from the most intelligent 
persons on the farms, on whose word I could rely, because my object has been, 
being employed professionally, to give the accurate facts which I have in my 
detailed abstract. 

2912. Have you visited youi^elf personally the greater part of the union? — 
Yes. 

2913. Sir L. O'Erien."] Were you employed by Captain Kennedy? — Yes. 

2934. At the public expense? — I suppose so. 

2915. Was it as a public officer that you were acting ? — I cannot say whether 
I have been employed as a public officer, or whether I have been employed as 
a private individual by Captain Kennedy to make out an accurate report. 

29 1 6. But at all events it was Captain Kennedy who employed you ? — Yes. 

2917. Chairman.'] Have you sufficient knowledge of the parties who were 
employed by you to assist you in your survey to be able to pledge yourself to 
the accuracy of their reports ? — Quite sufficient ; I have guarded against that. 
I have employed a surveyor who had been previously employed by me in 1846 
and 1847j of whom I had a knowledge up to 1850 ; I have employed him to 
assist me in that part of the union which I could not visit during the period of 
my engagement, and I have obtained from him his affirmation, and I believe 
that affirmation to be correct. 

2918. Mr. Fagan.] But the question of the Honourable Chairman referred 
to the parties whom you met in your investigations, and from whom you ob- 
tained information on the properties 5 have you sufficient knowledge of those 
parties to say that you could rely upon the testimony they gave you ? — Gene- 
rally so. As a genei-al reply to that question, I must say that I tried, as far as 
practicable, to avail myself of all the information that I could consistently with 
its being such as would authorise me to act upon their statements. 

2919. Siri. O'Brien.] Did you act on the information of Mr. Thomas Brew, 
ofDysart? — Not solely; not entii’ely. I first received his information, and 
then checked it myself by personal inquiry and examination of other parties 
who had cognizance of the matters which Mr. Brew told me. 

2920. Do you consider Mr. Thomas Brew a trustworthy person? — Not 
sufficiently so, as that I could totally rely upon his statements. 

2921. Chairman.] Have you examined the reports of Captain Kennedy rela- 
tive to evictions in the Kilrush Union? — Yes. 

2922. Mr. Fagan.] How did you obtain a knowledge of the period when the 
houses were levelled, and of the parties who lived in those houses so levelled ? 
— In some instances from the bailiffs, and from parties who have been con- 
nected with the properties since 1847, up to 1 850, and who are still in connexion 
with the properties ; and in other cases in which the bailiffe refused to afford 
me the information I took it from parties resident on the townland, and in 
whom I could place reliance as to their statements. 

2923. You 
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2923. You visited the sites of those houses^ and you saw the remains of 
those houses? — Exactly ; but not all. 

2924. And having seen the remains of those houses, did you then set about 
an investigation as to when they were levelled, how liiey were levelled, and 
the parties who resided in them ? — Precisely. 

2925. Chairman!^ And from your previous acquaintance with the district, 
owing to the em}iloyment which you have had as reviser of the valuation, and 
Ordnance applotter, are you personally acquainted with every locality in the 
district ? — Generally with each property in the entire union. 

2926. Mr. Fagan.'] And, with the exception of those houses which your 
assistant surveyor looked at, and which you had not time to look at yourself, 
you saw every one of those remains of houses ? — Generally. 

2927. What do you mean by generally ? — That in case of not seeing the 
remains of them I had got the Ordnance map, and on the Ordnance map we 
have got all the houses marked existing since 1841. All houses that were 
standing in Clare in 1841 are marked on the Ordnance sheet. Then when I 
went to examine any townland as to the number of evictions, I knew the 
positionin which any house had been ; and if I did not see the house, “ there 
being perhaps a cabbage-garden in its place,” I knew from having the Ordnance 
map its former position, and I was at once enabled to come to the conclusion 
that that was the position in which the house had been. 

2928. Sir L. O'Brien^ But you cannot say whether the house was not 
pulled down for the purpose of building a better house in another part ?— I 
have inquired into that, and in any case where a house has been pulled down 
for the purpose of transferring the tenant into another part of the farm by 
building another house, that man is not included in my eviction report. 

2929. Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] You stated that some of the bailiffe 
refused to give you information ? — ^Yes. 

2930. Whose’^bailiffs?— The bailiff of the Marquis of Conyngham for one. 

2931. Any other ? — The bailiffs generally on the properties with which Mr. 
Marcus Keane is connected- 

2932. Have the paupers refused to give you information, and did they allege 
as the cause the fear of their meal being stopped? — Certainly. 

2933. Have you known cases where tenants have built houses and made 
expensive fences, and have been turned out without compensation ! — Yes. 

2934. Do you know generally whether the system of compensation to tenants 
is voluntary or compulsory? — It is generally compulsory in the union of 
Kilrush ; the compensation is generally afforded when the habere is obtained 
against the party on the property, and then previous to the execution of the 
habere tliey are offered compensation, and if they choose to accept it hey 
have the privilege of tumbling thdr own houses ; and if not, subsequently they 
are tumbled for them. 

3935. Do you know of cases of parties being twice evicted ? — Y es. 

2936. Might not that account for double entries and extra numbers being 

put down in consequence of those double entries ? — Yes, in such cases ; but 
that generally has occurred where proprietors have changed their agent, in 
which the first agent has levelled the houses and the incoming agent has again 
obtained an habere against the same property, and has relevelled the huts which 
the tenants have built in the interim. ^ . 

2937. Could you say what proportion of those evicted have been left in their 
houses ? — Yes \ one-eighth in families. I may say, as a general reply, one- 
eighth of the parties who are included as dispossessed in my return have been 
left as cai'etakers. 

2938. Mr. Fagan.] You have given a return of the number of houses levelled 

since 1847 ? — ^Yes. ^ • j * 

2939. Have you a return of the houses levelled since 1841, the period at 
which they were placed upon the Ordnance Survey ? — No. 

29^10. Of course there have been a great number of houses built ance 1841,. 
not included in the Ordnance Survey map ? — Yes. 

2941 . Have you investigated as to those houses ? — Yes, as to each house ; I 
marked its true position on the map as well as 1 could ascertain. 

2942. Then you did not depend altogether upon the houses marked upon; 
the Ordnance Survey map ?— Not at all ; in any case where I did not find a 
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house marked in the Ordnance map, I found its true position, as accurately at 
I could judge, by personal inspection. 

2943. Ckairman.l Are there many houses built since 1841, and subsequently 
pulled down, which appear upon your map r — Yes ; they are generally in the 
western part of the union. 

2944. Can you state generally anything as to those reports of Captain 
Kennedy which have been laid before Parliament? — I have examined them. 

I have calculated the total, and I find that it amounts in the aggregate to 
9,261, whereas the actual number according to my corrected return, amounts 
to 14,364. 

2945. Mr. Monsell.'] Captain Kennedy’s reports do not come down to the 
same period as yours ?: — Not to the same period. They come down to 1849. 

2946. Chairman^ With reference to those properties under the immediate 
management of Mr. Marcus Keane, to which you referred just now, have you 
any note of the number of families who have been unhoused upon them ? — 
Fifty families have been unhoused in the entire union of Kilrush, on the 
properties with which Mr. Marcus Keane is connected. 

2947. How many houses have been actually levelled ? — Five hundred. 

2948. Upon the same properties? — Upon the same properties. There are, 
exclusive of that amount, 67 families as caretakers. 

2949. Omitting the caretakers, what is the total amount of population dis- 
possessed by Mr. Marcus Keane ? — About 2,800 is the amount of population 
dispossessed under house levelling and unhousing. 

2950. Upon those properties alone ? — Upon those properties alone. 

295]. Have you made a similar inquiry with regard to the property of 
Colonel Vandeleur? — I have. 

2952. What is the result? — The result is, that I find on Colonel Vandeleur’s 
property 145 houses have been levelled, 27 families unhoused, and eight families 
^ caretakers, amounting in the aggregate to 180 families, and 1,001 persons 
dispossessed. 

2953. Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] Those are all upon Colonel Vandeleur’s 
property r — Yes. 

2954. Chairmay}.] What do Captain Kennedy’s printed returns with respect 
to that property amount to? — Eight hundred and thirty-three persons. 

29,55. Therefore on the whole there have been 168 persons more, according 
to your account, dispossessed upon Colonel Vandeleur’s property than appear in 
Captain Kennedy’s list? — Yes. 

2956. Did you meet with any particular instance of an extreme amount of 
evictions upon a small property ? — Yes ; I know a townland under the Court of 
Chancery, in the electoral division of Kilmurry, Ibrikane, containing but 50 
Irish acres, from which 28 families were evicted. 

2957. Sir L. O'Brien.] 'What is the name of that? — Rineroe, numbering 
109 persons. 

2958. Chairmanr^ Do you understand that the persons who have been 
evicted have in all cases owed a long arrear of rent? — I cannot give a general 
reply to that question ; but from inquiries which I have made I find in some 
instances that parties have been evicted who owed but one year’s rent. 

2959. Sir L. O'Brien.] Can you say whether much poor-rate was owing 
upon the lands upon which those people have been evicted ?— I cannot. 

2960. Can you say whether any of them were valued under 4/. ? — I can say 
that several of those which owed but one year’s rent were valued over 4 1. 

2961. Then you do not look at the 4/. rating clause as having been the 
cause of those evictions? — Not in the slightest; this particular property is 
under the Court of Chancery. 

2962. Earl of Arundel and Surrey.] Do you consider that the people are 
more mercifully treated under the Court of Chancery than under individual 
landlords ? — Certainly not. 

2963. Mr. Monsell.] Do you consider that precisely the reverse would be 
somewhere near the mark ? — Certainly, it is precisely the reverse. 

2964. Chairynan.] With regard to the general rental within the union, from 
your experience, which has been so extensive, can you state whether the actual 
rental received has been generally, as has been stated before the Committee, 
a moderate rather than an extreme one ? — From my knowledge of the letting 
of properties in the union of Kilrusli, I am aware of but very few properties let 

at 
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at what I would consider at present the fair letting value ; I know of properties 
let in the western part of the union by a middleman to individual tenants, 40 
per cent, under the Ordnance valuation, and that letting made since 1840, and 
since that period to November 1849 he has not received within 1 J year’s rent 
of the rent allocated on the tenantry. 

2965. You infer that in that instance the rent demanded, though 40 per 
cent, below the Ordance valuation, was much more than the tenants were able 
to pay ? — So much so that the middleman has given this year an abatement of 
one-fourth in addition to the 40 per cent. 

2966. Sir X. O'Brien.l At how much an acre was that land let? — It is now 
about Qs. Qd. 

2967. Mr. Mo 7 isell.'] In what part of the union is it situate ? — In the elec- 
toral division of Kilballyowen, in the western part of the union. 

2968. SirX. O'Bnen.'] Can you state the name of that middleman?— I 
would rather not. 

2969. Chairman!] Do you conceive that the Ordnance valuation, in a consi- 
derable part of the union, is very much above the letting value? — I do. 

2970. So that if it has been represented to the Committee that, on the ave- 
rage, one-half of the rentals due in the union have been received, do you con- 
sider that that would amount to a very fair rental, taking into account the real 
value of the land and the nature of the times ? — That depends upon the letting. 

If the properties were let at the Ordnance valuation, and the landlords 
received one-half of the rent, I should say that, in my opinion, the proprietors 
had received fully the fair letting value since 1846. 

2971. Mr. MonselV] What proportion does the rent, in point of fact, gene- 
rally bear to the Ordnance value throughout the union?— In some instances it 
is 50 per cent, above the Ordnance valuation. 

2972. Sir X. O'Brien.] How is it with reference to the poor-law valuation ? 
— The rents in some properties at present are 33 per cent, above the poor-law 

' valuation ; in some properties they are in accordance with the poor-law 
valuation, and in some properties 33 per cent, under the poor-law valuation. 

2973. Chairman.] If it has been stated before the Committee that the rent 
of small holdings in the union is, generally speaking, less than the rent of the 
larger holdings, does that accord with your experience ? — I should say not ; 

I know intimately the northern and western part of the union of Kilrush. 

I know the entire of the holdings ; they extend from Miltown Malbay to the 
town of Kilkee, a distance of about 14 miles along the coast, and I know that 
the rents of the small holdings are, in some instances, 75 per cent, over the 
Ordnance ^'aluation, and in some instances three times the rents that are paid 
for large holdings in the same district. 

2974. Karl oi Arundel and Suirey.] That district is on the coast?— On the 
coast; a distance of 14 miles. 

2975. Chairman.] Is that in a district in which a large portion of the 
population have been evicted ?— About three-fourths along the coast have been 
evicted and unhoused. 

2976. Are those holdings consolidated into larger farms? — Generally. 

2977. Are the rents, do you imagine, higher or lower now? — They are one- 
half the amount which had been originally nominated for them, and in some 
instances not so much as one-half. 

2978. Are they better cultivated now than they were formerly ?— I must aay, 
generally, they are, better. 

2979. An account has been put before the Committee of the decrease of the 

rateable tenements in the union ; would that, in your opinion, exhibit fairly 
the actual decrease of the houses, or is there occasionally more than one house 
included in a rateable tenement ? — Generally several. If a farm of l^d be 
rated, that farm of land is in the rate-book under one number, whereas in that 
farm, and under that number, you may have three or four houses ; you may 
have houses for one or two workmen belonging to that tenant, or he may have 
got some squatters on the farm whom he has not ejected, and then when the 
habere takes efltect, or there is an eviction, they get turned out by that evic- 
tion ; so that, in my opinion, I do ngt consider the decrease of rateable tene- 
ments a fair criterion to go by in calculating the number of evictions. ^ 

2980. The Earl of Anindel and Surrey.] Captain Kennedy has stated that 
“ 2G houses were levelled on the single townland of- Dromellohy, that 20 
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houses were levelled upon the townland of Kilfera, and that 60 houses were 
levelled on the townland of Tullybrack is that an exaggerated statement, 
or is it under the mark?— It is pretty nearly correct. In Dromellohy, in place 
of 26 houses which have been alleged to be levelled, there were only 24, and 
four unhoused, and one as caretaker ; instead of 20 houses alleged to have 
been levelled in Kilfera, there have been 34 ; and instead of 60 houses alleged 
to have been levelled in Tullybrack, Goweras, and Tullygower, there have 
been 66. 

2981 . You included in that last instance some other places ? — It is aU under 
that appellation as including the Tullybrack property. 

2982. Whose property is it ? — Mr. Westby’s and the Marquis of Conyng- 
bam’s. 

2983. Sir i. 0 'Brien.'\ What became of those people ? — I cannot say ; some, 
I suppose, went to the workhouse ; some are living with other parties in some 
adjoining townlands ; I cannot give a decided reply to that question. 

2984. Chairman.'\ Have you reason to believe that any considerable number 
of them have disappeared through death from want and destitution ? — Judging 
from the coroners’ inquests, I should certainly say that I have ; that is the only 
criterion I have to judge by. 

2985. Sir L. O’Brim.'] Can you tell the Committee the causes of those 
evictions ; what induced the landlords to pursue that course ?— Generally they 
arose from non-payment of rent ; that, I think, is the general reply. 

2986. CViamwayi.] Have you known any instances in which persons have 
been evicted who offered to pay up their full rent ? — I have. 

2987. Mr. Fagan.] WiU you refer to the list of houses levelled in the town- 
land of Monmore, the property of Colonel Vandeleur, particularly to Nos. 11, 
12, and 13 ; were those houses actually levelled ? — From the best information 
which I have received in the townland, and from the position in which the 
houses have been as shown to me, I should say they are levelled, as recorded 
in my note-book. 

2988. Earl of Arundel and Survey.] Have you as much evidence that those 
houses have been levelled as in the majority of instances on the Ordnance map ? 
— In general, as I have stated before, I derived all the information I could. 
1 asked, Did so and so live here? Yes. Has Iris house been levelled? Yea. 
Is so and so left in as caretaker ? Yes. 

2989. But is your evidence as to these houses as good as it is as to others ? 
— I should not say so, because I should say as to several properties 1 made 
more diligent and searching inquiries and observations upon them. 

2990. Mt. Fagan^ Did you visit Monmore ? — Yes. 

299 1 . Have you a note-book with respect to that place ? — Yes. I had first 
received a book from Mr. Thomas Brew, the man you have previously ques- 
tioned me upon, giving me a list of each man evicted ; I subsequently examined 
into the correctness of his report, and found that the parties recorded in his 
notes were pretty generally correct. In my subsequent inquii-ies I travelled 
through the several townlands of Colonel Vandeleur, and checked the informa- 
tion, as I before stated, which I had received from Thomas Brew ; then I made 
my notes in my books. 

2992. That note-book which you read from appears to me to be written in 
pencil? — It is. 

2993. When was it written ; on the lands, or after you had visited the lands } 
— Sometimes on the lands, and sometimes after I had visited them. 

2994. Did you take the book with you on the land? — Generally. 

2995. In regard to the notes which you have taken as to those numbers on 
the townland of Monmore, can you charge your memory sufficiently to state to 
the Committee whether they were written on the lands, or subsequently ? — X 
cannot possibly state that ; the evictions were so numerous throughout the 
union of Kilrush, embodying as many as 14,200, that I cannot possibly bind 
myself as to individual instances, but the statement is correct according to the 
best information I could obtain. 

2996. Chamnan] You do not mean to pledge yourself as to the perfect accu- 

racy of every individual case you have reported ; you believe it is possible that 
an objector might discover two or three houses on his own or his neighbour’s 
property with regard to which you may have been misinformed? — Certainly; 
but I should say there are very few ; I cannot pledge myself as to the perfect 
. accuracy 
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accuracy of every one of them, but I should say that generally you will find 
my list perfectly correct. 

2997. Mr. Fagan.~\ Was it from the bailiff of the property or from other 
parties that you obtained the information with regard to the townland of 
Monmore? — U was not on the townland of Monmore that I obtained the 
information from the bailiff, but from other parties. 

2998. Was the party from whom you obtained the information a person well 
acquainted with the property ? — I believe the person to be a tenant of Colonel 
Vandeleur’s. 

2999. And a trustworthy person r — A person whom I should place sufficient 
confidence in to receive information from. 

3000. Mr. MonselL'] You pledge yourself as to the general correctness of 
your list, but not as to the individual cases ? — I pledge myself as to the general 
accuracy, but not as to the indi^’idual cases. It cannot be expected that I can 
pledge myself personally to each individual case on the information I have 
received from parties in whom 1 may be deceived, but certainly it will not 
have been to any great extent. I may have been deceived, but I took the 
greatest pains to avoid it. 

3001. Do not your results depend, after all, upon the accuracy of the infor- 
mation you received in individual cases? — The general results do depend upon 
that. 

3002. But you are so convinced of the general accuracy of the individual 
cases which you inquired into that you feel in a position to pledge yourself to 
the general results? — Yes. I should say there are cases in the Kilrush Union 
which I have not noted in my abstract as evicted, whereas they have been bond 
fide evicted, and that those which I have omitted will more than compensate for 
any which I have erroneously included. So far as the general result of my 
abstract goes, I should say it is perfectly correct ; that any difference that may 
arise from any few matters which may have been introduced erroneously into 
the several properties will be more than compensated by the omission of several 
others which have not come to my knowledge. 

3003. Chairman.'] Have you been personally endeavouring to ascertain those 
facts with the greatest attainable accuracy during the last month or six weeks ? 
— Certainly. I Icnew it involved my professional character, and I used every pre- 
caution to obtain a correct list. I had recourse to documents furnished me by 
the relieving officers, who compiled them into that document furnished by 
Captain Kennedy ; otherwise they were merely those names which were con- 
tained in the list of evictions furnished by the agents of the properties. 

3004. 'S.VirlQi Arundel and Surrey^ You have stated that you were assisted 
by Thomas Brew ? — Yes. 

3005. Do you consider that he assisted you honestly ?— Pretty generally 
I should say that he did, from the inquiries I have made on the point. 

3006. Whose tenant was he? — I do not know whether he is a tenant at pre- 
sent, but 1 believe he had been a tenant of Colonel Vandeleur’s. 

3007. On that map you have not inserted houses pulled down previous to 
November 1847? — X have not, so far as I could obtain the information. 

3008. Is it possible that a greater number of persons have been evicted than 
appears in your abstract r — It may be possible, hut I should say not a great 
number- 

3009. Chairman.] I observe that the abstract of persons dispossessed, which 
you have put in, contains a column of observations, and in those observations 
it is stated that in some cases, upon some properties, there were evictions under 
habere, and that in others there were various courses of eviction resorted to. 
Can you give the Committee any interpretation of your meaning: what are 
the various courses of eviction resorted to besides habere 1 — The first is the 
obtainment of an habere, which you see there mentioned e.vpressly in that 
column, which is subsequently e-vecuted by the sub-sheriff or his officer ; that 
is what I consider the first course of eviction. The second is the obtainment 
of decrees against the persons of the tenantry for the amount of rent then 
due, and subsequently executed, in which case they are refused release from 
the county prison until surrender of the tenements ; or on the obtainment of 
those decrees many have been compelled to surrender rather than be removed 
to the county prison. That I consider another course of eviction. 

3010. You consider that a compulsory eviction, though not by process 
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f. Esq. haheret — Exactly; and 1 wish to explain to the Committee that such cases 

as those in which the tenants have been obliged to surrender their farms and 

iC July 1850. houses are ■ included in that abstract as evictions. Thirdly, from the general 
depreciation of agricultural produce, accompanied by excessive taxation and 
high rents, at a period when the tenantry of the country were most disheart- 
ened in being suddenly deprived of their means of subsistence, the potato crop, 
and not having received from that immediate period any commensurate or suffi- 
cient reduction in rents from their respective landlords to stimulate them to 
increased change of agriculture and improvement, their exertions to industrial 
resources were almost instantaneously paralysed, and this accompanied by a 
demand for rents (which they had not, nor could not have, from the sudden 
privation alluded to, and the necessary consequence of applying any other 
means they possessed to the support and maintenance of their families), com- 
pelled them to seek the only alternative left them, out-door relief, for the legal 
acquirement of vrhich they should surrender their tenements, and obtain from 
the immediate bailiff of the respective properties certificates of their having 
surrendered their holdings. This was refused in many instances unless by 
total abandonment of premises, but scarcely on any other conditions than first 
surrendering possession, and then remaining in their houses under the appel- 
lation of caretaker, and continuing there at the will of the proprietor, or until 
their respective tenements were relet to other tenants. Those three compre- 
hend what I termed in the column of my observations as the various courses 
of eviction and dispossessing, and every one coming under those three heads is 
included in my general abstract. 

3011. Mr. Monselli\ Do not you conceive that in the case of many holdings 
the value of the potato crop which failed was greater than the whole amount 
of rent?— Certainly. 

3012. Do you conceive that that was the case in a very large number of 
instances ? — In the greater number of cases. 

3013. Then, in point of fact, the failure of the potato crop did more than 
sweep away the whole amount of rent? — It did along the coast, where the 
tenements were small; I allude now to small tenements. Probably tenants who 
had some three or four or five acres had a system of green crops ; they gene- 
rally tilled corn in addition to the potatoes, and those men could hold on, 
because they were generally supposed to be men possessed of some trifling 
means other than the potato crop ; whereas the small tenants, who had only 
the potato crops, when the failure came, were immediately swept away. 

3014. You stated that the number of houses which were knocked down from 
November 1847 to about July 1850 was somewhere about 1,951 ? — Yes. 

3015. How do you know that those houses were knocked down subsequent 
to November 1847 ? — From the best information I could obtain, and. in any 
case in which I discovered that any man contained in those boote handed to 
me by the relieving officers was dispossessed prior to 1847 , 1 at once omitted 
him. 

3016. Have you every confidence in the accuracy of your report as to the 
particular periods as regards land ? — Certainly. I made it a particular point 
to obtain accurate information. I might have been deceived, but I do not 
think I was. 

3017. Are you confident of the truth of the general result you have arrived 
at with regard to those points ? — Grenerally so ; I should say, on strict inquiry 
and examination as to each property, that you will not find many errors ; do 
not refer to the map, nor the houses, but look at the individual cases re- 
corded in my gener^ statement of detail, and let any proprietor then state 
whether any of the parties who are recorded on that were evicted prior to 1847 ; 
that will be your criterion to go by, and not the map. 

3018. Mr. Fagan.'\ Will you refer to the townland of Ballyerra, and to 
No. 49 and downwards r — I have it. 

3019. Those houses were levelled? — Yes. 

3020. Were they in the town of Kilrush ? — They were in what is commonly 
called the Glynn of Kilrush, in the townland of Ballyerra. 

3021. Wliat observations have you made with regard to those evictions? — 
That the houses were levelled ; that is the obsenvation I have made. 

3022. Were the parties tenants of Colonel Vandeleur ? — So far as the infor- 
matign I have received goes I have been led to believe so. 

3023. Have 
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3023. Have you got any particular observations upon those cases? — The 
observations I have are solely “ levelled.” 

3024. Are you aware that they were levelled by the persons who lived in 
them ? — From the information I have received I have been led to suppose, and 
led to believe, that if they were levelled by the parties themselves they were 
levelled through the instrumentality and at the request of Colonel Vandeleur. 

3025. Are you aware that they were not tenants of Colonel Vandeleur, but 
mere codgers?—! am not aware of that; if I had been I would not have 
recorded them as evictions againt Colonel Vandeleur. I have not done that 
in any instance in any part of the union of Kilrush. I have made it my study 
to arrive at the true and proper facts, and in no instance am I cognizant of 
an improper charge of eviction against any proprietor ; I know those houses 
personally. 

3026. Sir i. O'Brien^ When the tenants took down their houses without 
legal process, did you enter them in your books ? — If I considered that they 
Were compelled to do so through the instrumentality of the landlord or agent, 

1 generally did. 

3027. Chairman^ Those are probably the cases which you note in your 
observations as cases of voluntary surrender by tenants for relief? — Some 
are. 

3028. Mr. Fagan.'] Will you refer to the abstract you have made, and see 
whether you have any reference to those cases r — That merely contains general 
observations with respect to Colonel Vandeleur’s property. 

3029. Does not that abstract contain the entire of the houses which have 
been levelled? — AU. 

3030. Then will you refer to the townland which I have named, and see in 
your abstract what observations you have made ? — This is what we call the 
gross abstract of the properties, and tliis is a general abstract of each townland, 
and the observation I have made tiiere is that all those houses have been 
levelled. 

3031. Does that abstract refer to the townland? — It does, but there is no 
observation there ; 3'^ou get the individual cases all stated as “ levelled.” 

3032. Chaiiman.] Were you aware that in those cases the old leases had 
expired and the occupiers held them and lived there at the will of the landlord 
only, and were liable to be dispossessed at any moment ? — I am aware there 
had been an old lease, and, if my own views had been taken on the matter, I 
would certainly say that so far as that part of Colonel Vandeleur’s property was 
concerned, he was perfectly justified in removing every one of those people, 
because it is a notorious place as a den of robbers and thieves, the Glynn of 
Kilrush. 

3033. But you did not feel yourself justified on that account in omitting 
those houses from the list jovl were making out of houses levelled and persons 
dispossessed in the union — Certainly not ; whatever my own personal views 
Vrere, I could not allow them to interfere with my list of evictions. 

3034. Sir L. O'Brien.] Are there many cases of improvements made in that 
way by evictions ? — So far as Colonel Vandeleur’s property is concerned I think 
there is at that part. 

3035. Do you think that is the case in other properties in the union ? — 1 do 
not know any other part of the union in which I think the evictions could not 
have been stopped to a certain extent ; they need not have been carried on so 
extensively as they have been. 

3036. Mr. Fagan.] Will you say whether in that list the Widow Shmmoa’a 

house is returned levelled ? — As levelled. 

3037. And John Welsh? — John Welsh was recorded in C^ain Kennedy s 
list ; but he is at present as a caretaker for Colonel Vandeleur,. and not dis- 
possessed at all nor recorded in my list. I find two that were recorded in this 
printed list in the townland of Ballyerra, which were improperly charged against 
Colonel Vandeleur ; but on the other hand, there have been three improperly 
charged in Captain Kennedy’s list and two omitted. 

3038. Chairman.] The general abstract you have produced is an abstract by 
properties ? — By properties. 

3039. Giving a statement of the evictions which have taken place on the 
different properties in the union ? — ^Yes, in the gross. 

3040. I see in one or two cases of those properties a statement that employ- 
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ment has been afforded to the evicted by way of compensation ; has that been 
general ; has any considerable amount of employment been given by the land- 
lords to their evicted tenantry ? — Three proprietors, to my Imowledge, are the 
only parties in Kilrush who afford what I would consider employment ; another 
has afforded employmentj but not to such an extent as should be expected from 
his property. 

3041. Out of how many proprietors do you find those three; what is the 
number in your list? — Generally about 76 proprietors and middlemen. 

3042. And out of those you know only three who have given any consider- 
able amount of employment to the evicted tenanty? — That is all I know. 
When 1 say employment, I mean to say those who have availed themselves of 
the Land Improvement Act, and obtained loans. I am not aware of the 
employment which proprietors afford in their individual capacity, in the 
improvement of their properties in the way of tillage and otherwise ; but as to 
employment under the Land Improvement Act, I am perfectly cognizant of 
every property on which it is afforded in the union. 

3043. And there are only three owners of property in that union who have 
afforded employment by having obtained loans under the Land Improvement 
Act ? — Three, who are at present in operation. 

3044. Are there any large capabilities of improvement within the union on 
which labour might be beneficially employed ? — Yes, very considerable. ^ 

3045. Do you thin k it possible that the population of the union might be ' 
made self-supporting by remunerative employment ? — Certainly I do. 

3046. Is there any arterial drainage required? — Yes; one cut generally 
leading through the centre of the union, and leading through that part of 
the union in which the great extent of destitution prevails, is much required. 

3047. Has nothing yet been done towards opening a channel in that direc-' 
tion? — Nothing ; it had been at one time proposed, and I believe received the 
sanction of the Commissioners of Drainage, and they sent down their officer 
to obtain the approval of the proprietors through whose properties it would 
have gone, and they obtained their sanction, but from want of funds they were 
unable to proceed. 

3048. Sir L. O'Brien.'] What amount would it have cost ? — £. 9,000.. 

3049. Chairma 7 t.] Are there any other public works which you could men- 
tion which might be undertaken and would prove remunerative for the employ- 
ment of the destitute labourers ? — There are two. 

3050. What are they ? — One is the embankment of a place at the eastern 

end of the Kilrush Union, known as Clonderlaw Bay ; that is all an alluvial 
deposit ; it is of the richest nature of slob lands, which can be made available 
for agricultural purposes, or meadowing, within 18 months after its embank- 
ment. - • . 

3051. To what extent is that? — It embraces an area of about 1,500 acres. 

3052. Mr. Monsell.] Does your experience of embankments on the banks of 
the River Shannon, of the nature which you contemplate in Clonderlaw Bay, 
lead you to ima^e that it would be remunerative ? — I know it from experience 
in the district, we have got a portion of that same slob, not containing more 
than 100 acres, already embanked, and notwithstanding the expense which 
is incurred in keeping that bank in repair, it has afforded fully 30 per cent, 
remimeration to the proprietors who have done it. 

3053. Does that bank front the open Shannon ? — No, it is an inlet. 

3054. But the embankment of Clonderlaw Bay would, the greater part of it, 
he exposed to the Shannon? — To a certain extent; but parts which have not 
got so large an amount of water in my opinion would be very profitable, and 
would afford a remuneration of 10 per cent. 

3055. Sir L. O’Brien.] What would be the cost?— I have not estimated 
that. 

3056. Chairman.] What is the other place to which you allude ? — Poulna- 
sherry Bay ; but it is slob land, not quite of so good a description. 

3057. What is its extent ? — About the same extent. 

3058. Do you consider that those two works taken together would give a 
great amount of employment to the destitute poor of Kilrush Union ? — Yes, 
to a great extent ; but I should say that the embankment of Clonderlaw Bay 
would pay 50 per cent, and be a more productive work than the embankment 
of Poulnasherry. 

3059. Are 
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3059. Are those works likely to be undertaken by the landlords of the 
district? — Certainly not. 

3060. Would the land reclaimed belong to them or to the Government ; does 
not the land below high-water mark belong to the Admiralty r — I think the 
Admiralty have the power of claiming it, but I am not aware as to the law on 
that point. 

3061. Mr. Monsell^ The Admiralty claim, I believe, only a very small 
share ? — I believe it is so ; I am not conversant with the law upon it. I 
know that if the proprietors, whose property surrounds Clonderlaw Bay, had 
unanimously given their consent they could easily have obtained a loan to do 
the work. 

3062. Chairman,'] Is there any other mode of employing the poor, or 
enabling them to become self-supporting, which you could suggest r — Along 
the coast by renewing the fisheries, affording a supply of fishing tackle, the 
absence of which has to a great extent created the destitution. 

3063. Were the poor driven by the destitution into which they fell,, through 
the loss of the potatoes, to part with their fishing tackle, and did a large 
number of the fishermen in consequence become paupers ? — Generally five- 
sixths of those who previously lived as fishermen were obliged to pawn their 
nets, or part with their fishing tackle for their means of subsistence. in 1847 
and 1848. 

3064. Could you suggest any means by which that class of persons could be 
restored to their former occupation ? — I think much might be done by estab- 
lishing along the western coast a certain number of hookers, which could be 
obtained at a very moderate expense ; the principal fishing banks along the 
.western coast, in the Atlantic, are at such a distance from that part of the 
coast on which those fishermen live, that they cannot possibly reach them in 
one day, catch their fish, and return by a sufficient hour at night, but if they 
had got those hookers to accompany them, that would enable them to proceed 
to those fishing banks at a greater distance ; they would be able to go there 
during the day and fish, and go on board and sleep in those hookers at night ; 
it would give them confidence, and enable them to proceed with their fishing 
the next day. 

3065. Sir L. O'Brieni] What would be the cost of those hookers } — From 
401. to 501. . 

3066. What capital would be necessary to work one of them during a year ? 
— They generally require to be manned by about three men ; you cannot form 
an exact estimate as to the general cost of repair ; it depends upon circum- 
stances, but considering the fishing-tackle once supplied, the hookers manned 
and in a proper state for the fisheries along the Atlantic, I should say that it 
would not cost more than about 50 /. a year for each boat. 

3067. Do you think they could be sure of a market for the fish? — 1 do. 
I think they would be sure of a market in Limerick ; there is no part of the 
Atlantic along the Kilrush Union at a greater distance than 10 miles. 

3068. What kind of fish do they catch r — Generally cod, ling, mackerel, and 
herrings. 

I 3069. Mr. Fa^an.] Have they any hookers there now ? — No. 

3070. Why is that ; have they no pier ? — They can have no such thing as a 
pier along the Atlantic, but I should suggest that the proper means would be 
of leaving mooring buoys ; if you were to build a pier dong the Atlantic it 
would be a shelter in fine weather, but nothing more ; but if you put boats there 
during the winter months or spring months in rough weather, those- boats 
would be dashed to pieces. 

3071. Do you mean to say that boats could moor in the Atlantic ?— No. 
.1 mean to say that they moor them in bays, or where they have got some 
shelter. 

3072. Sir X. O’JSmn.] Are such bays in existence ? — There are. 

3073. What bay is therein Kilrush IJnion which would answer that descr^ 
tion ? — Along the Atlantic they have got three bays ; at present they have got 
two piers, one in Seafield, at the extreme north of the union, and another in 
Doonbeg, central between that and Kilkee. Those are the only two piers that 
they have got upon the Atlantic. 

3074. Chairman.] Do you think those piers offer so secure a refuge to the 
fishermen as those buoys which you speak of V—Speaking from the information 

0.52. F F 2 which 
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T. Coffee, Esq. 'whicii I could obtain from parties who are conversant with fishing, and hookers, 

1 have heard them express an opinion that they should not experience the 

i6 July 1850. slightest danger in coming into that bay if they had moorings ; but that they 
would not take their boats near the quay for fear in a storm they should sustain 
a great injury ; whereas if they had their boats moored they consider they 
would be perfectly well able to weather out a storm in the centre of the bay. 

3075. Therefore you think the establishment of moorings along the line of 
coast facing the Atlantic would be a very useful work, and would enable the 
fishermen to support themselves ?— I do ; I think along the Kilrush Union you 
might have two, and that two would be quite sufficient. 

3076. In addition to the arterial cut which you speak of, is there any large 
amount of thorough drainage to the lands in the union at all required, and 
which in your opinion would prove remunerative ? — I should say there are very 
few properties in the union of Kilrush which would not prove remunerative by 
thorough drainage. 

3077. Is much work of that description going on now? — Not that I am 
aware of ; in the union of Kilrush 1 find there are only three proprietors. 

I am told that Colonel Vandeleur has applied for a small loan of 3,000 but 
I am not aware that he has that in operation at present. I know of three, Mr. 
Burton, Mr. Maxony, and Mr. George Barclay, and there is another, the 
Rev. Mr. Fitzgerald. 

3078. But do you believe that on the greater number of the other properties, 
which amount to 76 as enumerated in your abstract, thorough drainage is 
equally needed r — Not equally; but I should say that out of the 76 there 
are very few indeed which would not have been very much improved by 
thorough drainage. I know, however, that there are some of the proprietors 
so circumstanced that they cannot avail themselves of the drainage loan. 

3079. Then on the whole the Committee are to understand that you think, 
judging from your experiemce as a civil engineer and your knowledge of the 
capabihties of the union, that there is nothing in its natural resources which 
should justify, in your judgment, so large a portion of its population being left 
to perish for want of employment? — Nothing that I am aware of. 

3080. Are the people willing to work, if employed? — From my knowledge of 
them, and I have a tolerably good knowledge, I have been conversant with their 
habits and their manner of working during the years 1846 and 1847, which 
did not afford a very good test to go by, for it was on the public works. I have 
found a certain class of persons that would not work, and others that would ; 
but, as general reply, I should say, where the men were remuneratively 
employed, and were employed by task work, they would perform their duties 
weU. 

308 j . Sir i. O’Bnen.] Was not there great waste during the public works ? 
— I should say so. 

3083. And very bad pay given for it? — And very bad pay given for it, from 
the system on which the works were executed. 

3083. Chairman,'] But under a better managed system do you think the 
population of the union who are now suffering, and have suffered so much from 
want of maintenance, might be schooled into good workmen so as to pay the 
expense of their maintenance ?— Most certainly. 

3084. Mr. Momell^ Did not the habits superinduced by the proceedings of 
the Government in 1847, render the condition of the union almost hopeless ? 

• — It demoralized the people to a great extent. 

3085. Did not it strike despair into the heart of every proprietor in the 
union, and every person who had any opportunity of doing anything to assist 
the people ?— At the time during which the works were in operation I could 
not say that it did ; but subsequently to its cessation, when they have been 
called upon to repay those advances, I have heard numbers of them express, 
and some few during their operation, their dissatisfaction with the works 
carried on, and with the enormous expenditure. 

3086. Was not the opinion universally expressed in Kilrush, that the money 
which was then spent might have been spent in quite a different manner, with 
great advantage to the people, and in a manner also to develope very much 
the resources of the district? — Certainly. 

3087. Were there not constantly petitions sent to the Government on that 
subject ?— I am not aware of petitions from Kilrush, as to the change in the 

mode.. 
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mode of employment ; but I am aware that some individvals interested them- 
selves to have the mode of empoyment changed ; and I know they thought 
that if the mode of employment had been changed at that period, instead of 
Kilrusb being as it is at this moment, it would have been far better. 

3088. Was not the case this, that in the union of Kilrush they did not want 
roads, but did want drainage, and the Government insisted that the road should 
be made, and not the drainage ? —I should say so. 

3089. Sir L. O'Brien.'] Was the character of the workmen improved by the 
works carried on, or the contrary? — The contrary. 

3090. Has that disimprovement continued ever since ? — I cannot say so. 
I have not been in general connected with the labouring classes since then ; 
but 1 know of my own individual knowledge, in cases in which I have been re- 
quired to employ parties, that I found my men work remarkably well, and as 
well as I have known them at any period. 

3091. Mr. Fagan:\ In the course of your inquiries as to evictions, was your 
attention particularly directed to the returns made by Captain Kennedy to the 
Poor-law Commissioners ? — I had a copy of them. 

3092. Will you state generally your belief, whether you think those returns 

of Captain Kennedy were in the main correct?— As I have stated in my return, 
I found in some instances parties whose names were inserted twice ; and in 
a very few instances, parties whose names were down three times. ^ In the 
instances in his report in which the names were down twice, I think they 
could be in some measure accounted for by a change of agency, and being dis- 
possessed in duplicate, and several other causes. , j. • • 

3003. Wt.Monsell ] Ai*e you aware of what the size of the electoral divisions 

in the union of Kilrush was before the alterations were made r— I am, but 



I cannot state the exact dimensions. 

30Q4. But still you are sufficiently aware of their large area to enable you to 
state whether that large area was not one very great cause of the proprietors 
not being able to employ the poor? — I know of one instance m which a pro- 
prietor refused to obtain a drainage loan under those circumstances ; but at is 
the only instance which I know of. r ^ a 

30Q5. But still, with your knowledge of the nature of the country, and the 
expenses which the proprietors are put to, do not you think it 
bable that the fact that they would not be able to exempt themselves from th 
payment of very large rates, even though they did give 
would be likely to prevent them from giving that large employment ?-i know 



F. Coffte, Esq. 
16 July 1850. 



*^3*006. Are you aware of there having been petitions presented by a vanety 
■of persons, representing the necessity of making an immediate change m the 
eleLral divisions, and that their constant importunities were resisted until 

a very late period ?— Yes, I am aware of that. _ , 1. 

3007. Sir X. O'Brien.] Do you think that the tillage ra the Kilrush Dmon 
is better this year than it was the year before r— I do. , 

30q8. To what do you attribute that?-! generally attahute ^ 

ment they have received in the rent the last season, and to ^ 

in the terantry at this period, more than they possessed last 
proprietors were in a balance in 1848 or 1849 whether they would or not give 

“%tTZyouto!it that many persons left *efr 

of Kilrush to go and get out-door relief; that they deserted their emp y 

and gave up the ordinary mode of subsistence they had to get j „ 

—From mv knowledge I do not know of any man who was receiving employ 

ment sufficLt or nelrly sufacient to maintain himself “ 

for out-door relief, or getting into the ™ykhouse^ iffidL^ ZveisL to 

were employed upon a property, with which I am sum 7 

IZhrie to speal, whoVrked for 3. a week ; they ^ave no^^got mto 

workhouse, and they have maintained a family beUeve that, 

3100. Mr. Monsell] Does not the union of 

generally speaking, the one thing which the inhabitants 

Klrush long for is employment?—! should say 

3101. Doyouknowanythingofthe distnctofDoonbeg? q —U er and 

fiol. Were you there during the months of September, October. 
November last ?— I Uved within some five miles of it. ^ 

0,52. ^ 
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3103. Then during that period I presume you did Tisit the district ? — In all 
probability I did. 

3104. Do you remember what the condition of the people was in the district 
at that time ? — I do. 

3105. Describe it, if you please? — I know that several had been evicted, and 
their houses thrown down ; and they had been seeking shelter in scalps made 
in bogs and by the sides of fences ; but as to anything more connected with 
their private circumstances, their modes of living, and their means, I am not 
aware. 

3106. Chairman.] Is that district of Doonbeg the one through which the 
arterial drainage cut which you have spoken of, is so much required ? — The 
very one. 

3107. Therefore a work of that description, if it had been set on foot a 
couple of years ago, would have gone far to maintain those poor people in the 
possession of their houses ? — ^To a great extent ; to fully one-half of the evic- 
tions, I should say. 

3108. Mr.Fagan.] Were you employed upon the Ordnance Survey ? — I was. 

3109. Were you employed upon the valuation? — Upon the applotment of 
the Ordnance valuation ; the townland applotment. 

3110. Are you aware of the principle on which the valuation is made ? — I 
am. 

3111. Are you aware that the principle of the valuation is the natural capa- 
bilities of the soil ? — So it purported to be in their printed instructions. 

3112. Without reference to its present state of cultivation? — I am perfectly 
aware of that. 

31 1 3. If it should appear that in the union of Kilrush the Ordnance Survey 
valuation is higher than the rents, would not that seem to indicate that, though 
the natural capabilities of the soil were so great, the cultivation was so back- 
ward that the rents must necessarily be less than the Ordnance Survey? — I 
should say in my reply to that, that from my knowledge of the way in which 
the Ordnance vduation has been conducted in parts of the union of Kilrush, 
there have been so many errors that it cannot be relied upon. In one instance 
an individual case which I can give, a tenement had been valued at 10/., which 
is offered at the rent of 10 5. That may be a criterion to judge accurately of 
the Ordnance valuation in the west of Kilrush Union ; I think it is not to be 
relied upon. 

3114. Sir L. O'Brien.] For how many acres of land was that sum. put down ? 
— Thirty. 

3115. Did they offer the 30 acres for 10 s. ? — ^Yes. 

3116. Mr. Fagan.] Then you would say that the Ordnance valuation of the 
Kihnsh Union is not a criterion of the letting value of the land? — Not for the 
western part of the Kilrush Union. 

3117. Sir L. 0 'Brien.~\ What description of land is that to which you have 
just referred ? — Cliff. 

3118. Rock?— No; cliff. Land of which the valuer had not known the 
capabilities. 

3119. Grazing? — Grazing. 

3120. Mr. Monsell.] Do you conceive that the Ordnance valuation in the 
Kilrush Union is very unequal ? — Ido. I consider that the bad land under 
the Ordnance valuation in the Kilrush Union is valued too high in proportion 
to the good land. 

3121. Do you know upon what basis the Ordnance valuation is made ? — I do. 

3122. Is it to the mode in which the theory was carried out that you object, 
or is your objection to the theory on which it is founded ? — I allude to the 
manner in which the valuator proceeded ; he did not know the capabilities 
of the soil which he valued. He valued it in summer; and he knew but little 
of its nature. In the western part of the union, the land which he considered 
worth 205. an acre, and which would have been worth 20 5. if it had been in 
the interior of the district, was not worth 5 5. It was exposed to the western 
blasts, and you might have seen the best crops, for instance, on the 15th of 
August, and on the 20th of August it might not have been worth 5 s. It 
was a difficult matter for the valuator to discern or to come to a correct 
conclusion unless he had been perfectly cognisant of the circumstances of the 
district. 
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3123. Chairman?^ With respect to the detailed Ordnance map, coloured and Coffee, Esq. 

marked, which you have produced to the Committee, is the Committee to 

understand that all the black marks scattered throughout that map represent 16 July 1850. 
the houses reported in your abstract as levelled, or their occupiers dispossessed ? 

— Yes, including the caretakers. 

3124. Those black spots therefore represent 2,700 cases of that description ? 

— Exactly. 

3] 25. Sir i. O'Brien.'] Can you say what number of those whose houses 
were levelled or who were evicted, emigrated ? — I should say not one per cent. 

3i2fi. Mr. Monsell.] Is it your belief that a very large number of those 
12,000 who were evicted have died? — I know they have ; but I am not in a 
condition to furnish the Committee with any sufficient data. In making my 
remarks upon the inquiries, I have noted, “ Since dead,” and “ Since dead,” and 
so on ; but I have no abstract from which I can furnish the Committee with a 
detail. 



3127. Chairman.] Is this process of eviction going on still in the union, or 
was it up to the date which you left it ? — Yes. After visiting Kilmurray 
Ibrickan, and counting the cases in Kilmurray Ibrickan, we got about 1 00 
persons evicted a week before I came here. 

3128. Are those included in your list? — Yes, they are. 

3129. Do you believe that the process of eviction is still going on, ^nd likely 

to continue ? — I should say it is not likely to continue to one-half the extent 
to which it has gone on. _ . j v, • 

3130. Why? — Because there are many proprietors who have picted their 

tenants, who would now be glad if they were still in possession of their 
tenements. ^ m, i 

3131. They find that they have carried the eviction too far ? — They do. 

3132. In what way are they found to be losers ? — The rates and taxes which 
have accumulated on the lands at present, which have continued unoccupied 
after the evictions, will reduce their gross income by a very considerable 



amount. 

3133. Sir L. O'Brien.] But those rates and taxes were left constantly unpaid 
before the tenants had left ? — Not generally. The tenants made extraormnary 
exertions to pay their rates and taxes if possible. I have generally heard t a 
where tenants were evicted they did not owe more than one or two rates, an 
the levy of taxes. That is the general result of the evictions. 

51 54. Were the lands cultivated hy them?— In some instances. 1 know a 
property at present under the Court of Chancery from which 42 tenants with 
their families, consisting of 210 persons, have been evicted; and I should say in 
the aggregate that between one-third and one-half of their lands are at present 

31^5. Are those lands you speak of as being under the Court of Chancery, 
the property of minors or lunatics ? — This one is the property o a minor. 

3136. They are not the subject of litigation ? — No. 

3137. m. Fagan.'] Will ymu look at the townland of Caherfeenic, from 

No. 5 down to No. 18. Are those parties returned by you as tenants ot 
Colonel Vandeleur ?— They are. , .1, „„„ „f 

3138. Are the houses returned by you as levelled ?— Some of them , one ol 
them unhoused, one as a caretaker, and the balance lOTelled. , . 

31 3Q. Did you visit that place ?— I know I was m Caherfeenic ; hut it may 

be wSfor me to state that, notwithstanding ! had been m 

Caherfeenic to attend a matter connected with Colonel Vandeleur s pr p y 

in that part, I sent my man Griffin to do the details, of which here is his 

Md you yourself go to this particular spot at Caherfeenic ?-I.eaunot 
sav that I did ; I have been in part of Caherfeenic. . , n . ♦ 

3141. Are you aware that the^ places which those parties residd m ™re ont- 
' office^ belongLg to a farm-house ?-I cannot 

whether they have been evicted or not. I should venture to y 7 

''"T42. Have you heard any statement of the 

they came into possession of those places, and those un which would 

evicted ?-None Had any circumstances come to my knowledge which wo^^d 
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lead me to suppose that they had been the sub-tenants of any other man, and 
not Colonel Vandeleur’s, I would instantly have made a note of it. 

3143. You did not hear that this Caherfeenic was a farm in the possession 
of a tenant who had run away ? — I have been led to suppose the contrary. 

3144- Did you ever hear of a person of the name of John M'Mahon ? — No, 
I did not. I was led to believe that this was let to a middleman of the name 
of Redman. 

3145. You did not hear that those parties who are here stated to be the 
tenants of Colonel Vandeleur, and evicted, and the houses levelled, took for- 
cible possession of the out-offices of the farm-house belonging to that one 
tenant, after he had run away, and the place had been deserted? — Certainly 
not. 

3146. Chairman^ You mentioned that amongst the properties noted in your 
abstract there were two or three on which evictions had taken place, but 
where considerable employment, in the way of improvement of the property, 
has been afforded by the landlord ; can you specify any particular instance of 
that, and give your opinion as to whether that employment has remunerated 
the landlord, at the same time that it saved the tenants from destitution ? — 
I can. I know a property upon which 15 persons have been evicted, and those 
16 have surrendered possession, principally for the purpose of obtaining this 
employment ; and that of the tenants who have received their land, portions 
of them are also employed, and they have expressed their perfect satisfaction 
to pay an increased rent. 

3147. What is the name of that proprietor? — George Barclay; it is the 
townland which I am at present superintending the drainage upon. 

3148. Do you think if that example had been followed generally in other 
properties that the destitute poor of Kilrush would have met with a very diffe- 
rent fate from that which they have experienced ? — I should say so, certainly j 
because those persons whom I know expressed themselves quite satisfied ; they 
seemed quite content to earn Sd. a. day, and think they are quite amply paid. 

3149. Therefore if that course had been generally pursued throughout the 
union the property in the union would have been very greatly increased in 
value, and the people who have been evicted and become destitute poor would 
have been made self-supporting by labour ?— Certainly ; that is my impression. 

3150. Do you think that the properties so improved would have continued 
to afford a larger amount of employment to the labouring population than they 
do now ? — Certainly ; because that would bring a greater extent of soil into 
more active cultivation, and they could have a greater extent of soil under 
green crops and other agricultural produce than you can at present attempt 
to have. 

3151. Would that or not tend to encourage a higher state of till^e among 
the tenantry ? — ^The whole system of their agricultural pursuits in Kilrush is, 
in my opinion, bad ; I am not a good agriculturtet, but from my experience 
and knowledge of the management of land, I should say it is generally not 
good. 

3152. Sir L. O'SHen."] They are very dirty farms, are they not? — GeneraUy. 

3153. They allow weeds to grow upon the land? — They do, to a great 
extent. 

3154. Chairman.] Are they generally tenants at will ?— Generally throughout 
the union I may say that they are all tenants at will. 

3155. Is there any general desire for more permanent tenure? — I know many 
that would have taken farms had they got a tenure. — ^I know a great extent of 
district at present which would have been let at 40 per cent, under the Ord- 
nance valuation at this day, which is without a tenant, with aU the rates and 
taxes accumulating upon it, and no person will take it without a tenure. 

315^* Fagan.] With respect to Mr. Barclay; are you aware whether he 
has taken up from the tenants the property you speak of? — Not for himself; 
he has given it to other tenants. 

3157. He is not in the occupation of the property himself, and employing 
the tenants now as labourers ?— He is not in occupation at all; he does not 
hold an acre of land ; he has reset to tenants himself where the tenants sur- 
rendered ; certain of the tenants are satisfied to pay an increased rent, and 
some of the families of those persons are employed in the reclamation of the 
land. 

3158. Mr. 
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3158. Mr. Monsell.l I find it stated in the evidence of Mr. Marcus Keane, 
that in his opinion the returns in the report furnished by Captain Kennedy 
are grossly false, and that the whole case is a misrepresentation from first to 
last ; does your inquiry, accurate as you represent it to have been, enable you 
to state whether that opinion of Mr. Keane’s is a correct one or not ?— From 
the result of my inquiry my numbers differ very materially from those included 
in Captain Kennedy’s printed lists. Captain Kennedy’s printed lists contain 
but 9,261 persons, and the number contained in mine, according to my cor- 
rected return, which I do believe to be correct, is 14 , 364 . If there are any 
persons included in this abstract, or in these detailed returns, in excess in any 
property, I should go so far as to say that there are more than a commensurate 
number omitted. 

3159. Then you do not believe Captain Kennedy’s report to be highly 
exaggerated? — Certainly not, as to totals. 

3160. Mr. Fagan^ Will you look at the lands of Donagha West, the pro- 
perty of Nicholas Westby and Thomas Marony, esquires ?— 1 can speak to them 
from personal knowledge. 

3161. Will you look at page 50 of the reports and returns relating to evictions 
in the Kilrush Union ; do you see a return there of 28 houses ?— Yes. 

3162. Can you state how many of those 28 houses were levelled? — Three. 

3 1 63. Then that return is incorrect which states that there were 28 r— This 
return does not state that the houses were levelled. 

3164. Just read the top?— “List of persons expelled from their lands and 
houses on the lands of Donagha West.” 

3165. How many, according to your own list, were expelled? — According to 
the return which I have made out from what I have ascertained on the lands of 
Donagha West, I understand tliat the entire parties surrendered possession, 
numbering 18 tenants, and that 15 of those again received possession of their 
houses, and in some cases 20 perches of land, to entitle them to relief. 

3 166. Mr. Monsdl.'] Can you tell me whether Donagha West is the property 
of Nicholas Westby and Thomas Marony, esqrs. ? — Thomas Marony is middle- 
man to Mr. Westby. 

Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, again called in ; and further Examined. 

3167. Sir L. O'Bi'ien.'] HAVE you heard the evidence given by Mr. Coffee? 
— I have. 

3168. Is there anything you wish to state with regard to it? — There is. 

3169. Will you make any statement you desire upon the subject? — With 
regard to Mr. Coffee’s report, I believe Mr. Coffee has not wilfully misstated 
anything, nor would Mr. Coffee, I believe, wilfully wish to mislead the Com- 
mittee, but I say positively that I believe Mr. Coffee has been misled by 
persons with whom he was put into connexion. Before I left the union I was 
aware, and Mr. Coffee has not denied, that Mr. Thomas Brew was sent offi- 
cially to show him the different parts of the union ; here that has been rather 
glanced over. 

3170. What do you mean by “officially”? — By “officially,” I mean that 
Mr. Brew was employed, and paid ; and that payment, I understood, came 
through Captain Kennedy, and therefore he was Captain Kennedy’s servant. 
I cannot state otherwise than what 1 have heard; of course, I can get no 
positive information as to the fact. Mr. Coffee wrote to me to say that he had 
not taken upon himself any investigation connected with my property, other- 
wise than marking on the Ordnance sheet the situation of the houses from 
which the tenants were evicted, according to the information afforded to him 
by Mr. Thomas Brew, of Dysart. This letter was written since the Committee 
was sitting; it is June 15 th. I think I am perfectly justified in making use of 
Th i s letter, and others, to show the character of the people who were employed, 
very unscrupulous people in making assertions. Mr. Brew is a man who 
is notorious in Kilrush as being very fond of drink, and being a drunkard. 
He was dismissed as revising valuator of the union by Captain Kennedy and 
the vice-guardians for misconduct, for, in fact, corruption in his office ; and he 
is described in a letter to me by Captain Kennedy, as a man who lived upon 
bribes ; and that is the man who is sent round my estate to point out the 
parties who were evicted. There is the history of Mr. Brew. And as to the 

0.52. G G history 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 



i6 July 1850. 



Colonel history of another character, Captain Kennedy has produced some documents 
c. M. randtleur. jefej-ring to Mr. Shannon’s character ; perhaps he wiU produce some referring 

to Mr. Brew’s character. I have his own letter, stating that Brew, while in 

the employment of the Board of Guardians, lived upon bribes ; and that person 
is supposed to be a fit person to show the union. r. i 1 

!!i 7 i. Mr. Momell'] How do you connect Mr. Brew with Captain Kenned} . 
—Mr. Coffee was employed by Captain Kennedy, I think it is stated, to make 
the map ; and Mr. Brew was also employed through Captam Kennedy. 

V 172 : Oimman.] Upon what authority do you state that (—Pubhc report ; 

I believe it could be very easily proved if I had an opportumty of sending 
to Kllrush. Now referring to the different eviction reports, I wish to make 
this statement. Mr. Coffee has charged me with a large number of persons, 
which brines the number up to something over what Captain Kennedy has 
stated in his reports. Now the first report that I refer to is, page 28 of 
the printed reports. There are 33 houses, numbering IM individuals. 'The 
history of that case is this ; those persons held houses in the town of Kfi- 
rush, adjoining the poorhouse, as described by Mr. Coffee, and very truly ; the 
place was frequented by the worst characters, in the neighbourhood, and my 
great object was to have those houses taken away ; they were held under a 
405. freehold lease, I believe, for the last 40 years, paying no rent ; the reserved 
rent was never demanded from them. At the termination of the lease, 1 
called upon the owners of those houses to perform the promise made to me, 
which was to take down those houses. I wiU refer to the affidavits by and 
by. It is my intention to refer to aU those affidavits. The affidavits are a 
mass of equivocation and perjury, got up by I do not know who,, or m what 
way. Upon the termination of the lease I caUed upon the owners of those 
houses; they were not occupied generally by the owner; they were gene- 
rally occupied by lodgers. The parties agreed to take down those houses, 

I giving them time. 1 believe the first of them were taken down about October 
1848 if I remember right ; somewhere about the autumn of 1848. The last 
of them were not taken down till May or June 1849, excepting four tmder 
special circumstances. They were all' leveUed by the owners themselves; 
the roofs were taken away, and they received I believe 30 5 . a piece from me. 
Captam Kennedy has been with me, and I have walked up with Mm t»> the poor- 
house, and he has seen this going on ; and I could almost swear that 1 told mm 
the circumstances under which they were taken down. I have a, special recol- 
lection ofheing in the Board-room with the vice-guardians, and that it was when 
we were looking out of the window, and seeing the houses taken doira, that 1 
mentioned the circumstances. Two of those houses, were left up ; the Widow 
Shannon’s, and that of a man named Welsh. Then Captam Kenney fi^s. in., 
the affidavit upon the circumstance th^l misstated, in the retijr^^ I to- 

the Commissioners, the name. of the Widow Conway that 1-said Widow- 
Conway, in place of the Widow Shannon ; therefore he fixes upon that ^. mia- 
representation. Two ofthose houses, the last wMch-werelevelled, those ofamap 
named O’Brien and a man named Crehane, were not taken away or levelled 
until subsequently to Captain Kennedy’s report being made and laid before; the 
House of Commons. I could not come to terms with those two parties; and 
I had to take out an ejectment : and I took those two houses do\m hy qect- 
ment, as it rendered it impossible for me to close up an old road withpiii dpipg-; 
so. There is the Mstory of the 196 persons, and the 33 houses. 

3173 . Are you aware of a letter written by Captain Kennedy, under- the date- 
of the 16th of January 1850^ to the Commisrioners, e^qplaining. that particukr- 
case, in wMch this passage occurs ; “ In reference to these remarks, I hegto,. 
state tha.t I was not, as stated, aware of these houses having been leveU#4 with- 
out an ejectment process ; a reference tp the sworn evidence will go to prove 
the contrary. Accompanying it is an eviction notice served by Colonpl Van- 
deleur’s agent, which I understand to apply to these premises. I can. have no; 
hesitation in admitting that the removal of these cabins was a great inaproye-. 
ment in the neighbourhood of the workhouse, from which they were not very ; 
far distant. I did not, however, think that this fact justifi.ed me in onpttingj 
them from what purported to be a general list of all evictions. It will- be. 
observed that the houses of ‘ John Walsh’ and the ' Widow Conway’ are;nQt.left: 
standing, as stated by Colonel Vandeleur (vide depositions). I would; beg a, 
reference to the evidence regarding No. 3 and following numbers, at sanae page,. 

apd 
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and particularly as regards No. 6. Michael Ryfn" i-If Captain ^ Milter. 

taken the slightest trouble to inquire, he would have found that John Walsh 

had been moved from one house into another. ^ John W^sh s own house ™ 
taken down, and he was put into another house in 1he same row. The M idow 
Conwav’s name was entered in the place of Widow Shannon. ^ ^ 

aivi Sir L. O’Jlriai.l The ohject of that was an unprovement in the town 
of Ki mshf-lt was decidedly an improvement, for which I was called upon by 
evew person in the town of Kilrush; there was not a single issentient voice ; 
tha/was d case where the lease had terminated, and where the owneis them- 
selves took down the houses, except those two houses I have mentioned, without 
a word of dissension or any legal process whatevbr. 

■1175. And there was no hardship ? — Not the slightest hardship. 

317^ Chairmm:\ Is it not the fact that the parties who were turned out of 
those houses were, in consequence of their hemg tteown down, rendered 
houseless and as such were liable to become a burden upon the union, in 
consequence of which it would naturally become Captain Kennedy s duty to 
report^ those evictions, as well as the others, as influencing the destitution ^ 
union ?-I do not conceive so at all; those parties were only lodgers hvmg m 
the house; they had to pay for their lodgings ; if they did not pay for their 
lodgings in one house they had to pay for them m another. The evicflon 
notice^elied upon by Captain Kennedy referred to entirely different premises, 

w^no^s^^^^^^ thrca^e' Sto'cLSeenic. which ^ an^*« 

“ “d 

1 -u ra-rnnfaf) TTriHi^r this head a iaan named Thomas Q.iiin held one 
houL'’Xoes, and a farm of land of 30 acres ; by lease ; he went off to Americ^ 
abandoning the house. The parties who are chmged^ agamst me here, with 
one exceotion which was that of a woman who Uved m a cabm on the land, 
the widow to’ a herdsman, were parties who forced their way into possession 
the wiaow to a nqrus , A ( possession of this abandoned house, 

SLted those P^ were found in the house. Captain Kennedy produces 

Le from Clohannis. This shows the way m which those eviction returns were 
SirX 0 ’Xricii.l As to all the cases upon your property, are you 

Jeferred to by Captain Kennedy, upon whose information Mr. Coftee made 
a considerable number of Ms reports. 

3178 '' ’ 

wMch L- 

Xmatofand Isay'wiffuflymislei Ifthat has be^ do“e “ J 

do not see why it has not been done in other cases equally. It is also, 1 see, 
circumstances, is equally put down in ,1iTio-lv to damage the pro- 

■ l"whrco^ their land tiUed "nefci^^^ 

a farm of any description, which must have remained waste, if tbeyhad^ot 
n G G 2 r 

0,o2. 
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proceeded in many cases to eject and to put those lands into proper 
is not only in Clare, but it is done in every county in Ireland. In tact tne eleg- 
ances in our union have been nothing to what I have understood have been the 
clearances in other unions, referring to Mayo and other counties m the west 



of Ireland. 

3179. Mr. 
you consider 



Fuffnol Have you a list of the evictions upon your propCTty which 
might be fairly left in those printed returns as the evictions 



3180. What number do they amount to?— The evictions in Captain Ken- 

nedy’s report were 936, and I considered that out of those 361 had been fairly 
evicted ; that was up to June 1849. , , , . ■ n -i 

3181. Were they parties who might be fairly returned by him as evicted 
Out of 936 there were 361. 

31S2. Chairman.] When you use the word “evicted, you mean houses 
pulled (iown?— No ; in many instances the houses were not taken down. 



Captain 
A. E. Kennedy, 



Captain Arthur Edward Kennedy, again called in ; and further Examined. 

3183, Mr. Mensell.] HAVE you any explanation to give the Committee as 
to the question with regard to the employment of Thomas Brew m making out 
those returns ?— Thomas Brew was a person formerly employed as valuator of 
the Kilrush Union ; he was also a tenant of Colonel Vandeleur ; he was evicted, 
and he came and volunteered to make a statement to me lately, and he offered 
to come over and depose to it on oath before this Committee, that he had been 
oflered by Colonel Vaudeleur’s under agent to be reinstated in his farm if he 
■would make a statement counter to what he had made on a former occasion on 
oath ; he stated so to me. When Thomas Brew made this statement to me, 
and that he was ruined, I had at the time engaged Mr. Coffee, as a professional 
man, to make a map, and ascertain the extent of the evictions in the union. 
Thomas Brew had very accurate knowledge of the union ; and I desired Thomas 
Brew to go to Mr. Coffee and assist Mr. Coffee in the detail of the matter to 
what extent he could, as Mr. Coffee was restricted in time to finish the map,, 
which I was to place-before the Committee. Brew did so for a short time. It 
came to my knowledge that Brew was often in a state of drunkenness, In fact, 
it was stated to me that Brew had been bribed to throw me over, as it was 
supposed. Immediately on finding this I communicated with Mr. Coffee, and 
Mr. Coffee immediately threw overboard all he had done as wholly useless, and 
he is, I believe, under the impression at this moment that the whole report of 
those eviction returns wiU fall to the ground without his evidence. Mr. Brew 
was sept for by Mr, Coffee, and he was not to be found ; he was sent away 
to a watering place at lisdoonvama,” 
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appendix. 



Appendix, No. 1. 



(A.) 



A RETURN of the Total Number of Deaths which occurred in the KilrUsh Workhouse, in the 
Year 1847, 1848, and 1849. 



1847: 
January 
February 
March 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



1848: 
January 
February 
March 
April • 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

ToTAts 



1849: 
January 
February 
March 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 



la House 
Three 
Months. 


ii House 1 

Two 

Months. 


In House 
One 
Month. 


In House 
One 
Week. 


In House 
Odd 
Days. 


TOTAL. 


Gross Q 
Totals. 


11 


3 


12 


10 


4 


40 




40 


12 


17 


18 


0 


01 


— 1 


60 


49 


47 


19 


11 


176 


— 




37 


27 


18 


12 


155 


— 1 


23 


12 


20 


9 


6 


70 


— 


13 


14 


22 


8 


6 


63 


— 


14 


13 


13 


7 


7 


54 


— 


17 


18 


16 


15 


16 


82 


— 


23 


19 


22 


15 


6 


85 


-L. 


16 


13 


14 


7 


5 


65 


— 


11 


17 


16 


10 


7 


01 


— 


42 


28 


38 


23 


12 


143 


— 


321 


285 


264 


154 


101 


1,075 


1,076 


80 


60 


70 


20 


10 


240 




47 


30 


28 


20 


7 


132 


— 




42 


60 


26 


6 


177 


— 


60 


51 


56 


80 


13 


210 


— 


47 


33 


33 


19 


6 


138 


— 


27 




20 


9 


4 


86 


i 


10 


9 


13 


6 


3- 


41 




18 


8 


13 


7 


5 


46 


— 


6 


6 


7 


- 


- 


18 


— 


7 


7 


7 


5 


2 


28 


— 


12 


15 


12 


6 


3 


48 


— 


10 


11 


17 


5 


2 


45 


~ 


872 


298 


326 


152 


61 


1,209 


1,209 


16 


8 


6 


3 


1 


34 




11 


10 


6 


6 


9 


41 


— 


15 


S 


4 


4 


3 


29 


— 


21 


8 


8 


10 


8 


56 




15 


12 


11 


11 


8 


67 


— 


17 


12 


14 


12 


6 


61 


— 


12 


10 


7 


5 


6 


39 


— 


7 


11 


5 


9 


6 


38 





8 


7 


6 


6 


4 


81 





11 


5 


7 


5 


3 


31 


— 






- 




. 


21 


— 




- 


- 


- 


- 


71 


— 


138 


86 


74 


70 


53 


608 


608 



OfiSERVATIONS. 



ly double the 

amountin IS^?— 



Kilrush Workhouse, Master's Office, 
21 November 1849. 
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(C.) 

(No. 769— M/40.) 

RETURN showing the Number of Tenements, at the undermentioned Valuations, in Uie Kilrusii 
Union, and within the County of Ctore. 





NUMBER OF TENEMENTS VALUED. 




DATE. 1 




At and 
above 
£.4, but 

£.5. 


At and 
above 
£.6, bat 

£.6. 


At and 
above 
£.6, but 

£.7. 


At and 
above 
£.7, but 

£.8. 


At and 
above 
£.8, but 

£.10. 


At and 
above 
£.10, but 

£.12. 


At and 
above 
£.13, but 

£.15. 


At and 
above 
£.16. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1 Jan. 1846 - 


3,904 ' 


904 


852 


026 


1 48.5 


634 


341 


361 


698 




1 Jan. 1860 - 


2,486 


668 


679 


596 


403 


674 


454 


469 


834 





9 January 1860. (signed) E. Kennelly, Clerk of the Union. 



TABLE showing the Number of Paupers Relieved in the Kilrush Workhouse since the 29th September 1849 } 
also the occasional Change of Dietary, together with tiie Sickness and Mortality, to the 8th Juno 1860. 



I860: 

5 January 



26 — 

2 February 



1,C8D 

1,739 

1.780 

1.781 
1,843 
1,001 
2,090 
2,294 



8,0U0 

3,163 

3,235 



3,370 

8,867 

3,450 

3,666 

3,693 

3,765 

3,885 

3,792 

8,990 



OBSERVATIONS. 



Rice consumed, 073 lbs. weekly. 



Fever hospital unconnected. 
Vlce.guardians left. 



- - In conseqnence of not having hread- 
stufis to meet the consumption, the 
paupers lived five days principally on 
turnips. See Provision Check of that 
date. 



- Onions disoonUnued, witbouta hfinute 
for It. 

- ' Oatmeal ^nd milk short, the former 
707 lbs. the latter 2,100 quarts. 



- - Butter ordered, per Ulinutc, 1 oz. 
in place of half pint milk. 

Batter short. 

- - ilietary changed, per hlinatc, oat- 
meal ia place of India meal !iy half. 

- - Rice reduced by half to all classes ; 
oatmeal substituted for rice. 

Rice discontinued among tlic healthy. 



Rice consumed 841bs. only. 

- - Admitted all ragged, and permittee! 
to remain in house In their own clothes. 
See Minutes of last day’s proceedings. 
Medical oiheer'a Report. 



• A deficiency in milk occurred at this period of about 730 quarts weekly, aud deficiency still increased from 2,100 quarts weekly down to the 
23d February. See Provision Check Account. 
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Appendix, No. 2. 



Appendix, No. 



abstract of fcvEKiomis takon in Juno 1846 and September 1847, Aowing the Condition 
"”n To^nlanda Held by the Occnpler, as Tenant, from Yea, to Year, in the 

Kilmsh Union. 







3. 


4. 


6. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 








. M to 


M 


.2 rt S 








No. 


NAMES 

of 

TOWNEANDS. 


®-3 
1 S' 

j 

i « ! 

<3 s 




g 

•5 


Number of Earn 
per Census of 18 

i Vilim n( Slock 


Crops, per Inven 
made in August 
September 1647. 

1 


Government Va 

of each Townlaa 

I 


} Present Annual 
Rent, payable a 
May 1840. 






£. 


Acres. 






£. 


£. 


£. 


1 1 . 


Killiaha Nortli 


■ - ■ 


- ■ 


1,037 


— 


— 


“ 




J 


Kilbaha South 


400 


178 


764 


104 


2,278 


414 


300 


3 1 


Kilballyowen - 


- - 


- - 


960 


- 


— 


— 




4 


Oughterard * 1 


460 


236 


637 


151 


2,256 


572 


340 


5 


Moyarta East - 


- - 


- 


62 


— 




1 




6 


Moyarta "West - 


- 


- - 


640 


— 








7 


Breaghfa •. * 


327 


152 


469 


140 


1,073 


569 


246 


8 


Tally Gowev - 


loS 


52 


881 


31 


828 


191 


112 


9 


Gowerhass 


191 


82 


933 1 


55 


1,531 


242 


180 


10 : 


Tally Brack - “ ^ 


250 


125 ! 


1 1,850 


1 99 


2,279 1 


593 


316 


11 


Dromeliliy 


166 


65 


921 


I 50 


, 763 


237 


1 190 


12 


Ross - 


130 


60 


489 


j 28 


616 


119 


96 


13 


Clonreddan 


238 


61 


660 


82 


801 


283 




14 


Clohauemore East - 


loo 


52 


588 


42 


C35 


— 


1 




ClolianemoreWest - 


77 


86 


659 


34 


436 


— 




ir> 


Clohanelieg East 


83 


29 


467 


22 


526 


474 


326 




Clolianelieg West • 


74 


14 


231 


14 


116 






IE 


1 Eourdry - 


133 


57 


45! 


J 27 


851 


125 


106 






2,767 


1,197 


I 12,38 


1 879 


1 16,179 


3,823 


2,414 




Add portions, of th 
above lands heb 
under leases^ an' 
not included in ir 
veutories 


137 


- 


29 


0 12 


• 






-1 






2,0O‘ 


t 


12,6- 


n 891 


- 


■ • 


. 2,536 





I I 



0.52. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM THE 



Appendix, No. 3. 

Abstract of tlie Union Accounts for tlie Half-j'ear ended 33d February \Sf>0--p.ontinued. 



Liabilities of the Guardians at the end of the Half-year. 



Due to treasurer 

— contractors - 

— officers 

— other parties 



Total Liabilities 



£. 5. d. 

1,46C 7 3 

H,306 2 3 

1,858 1 1 

S66 15 4^ 
15,256 5 11 1 



A true statement of receipts and payments on account of tlie several electoral divisions of the 
Kilrush Union, which was submitted to the Board of Guardians and approved of tlie 10th day of 
June 1850. 

E. J. Kennellj, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



I hereby certify that this statement of receipts and payments of the several electoral divisions 
in the KiUush Union is correct. Dated 10th day of June 1860. 



.R. Simins, Auditor. 
Benjamin Cox, Chairman. 



E.B . — Two copies of this Abstract, signed by the chairman, are to be sent to the Commissioners 
for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland 5 and a duplicate copy, signed 
by the anditor, is to be kept for the Board of Guardians, and a copy delivered by the clerk to every 
member of tlie Board. 
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ANALYSIS OF INDEX. 



'Alphabeticai. and Classified LIST of the Principal Headings in the following Index, with the Paging at 
which they will be respectively found. 



ABLE-BODIED POOH 
Dietary . . - 

Emjiloyment, 1 - 

Productive employment 
Stone breuhing 
Accoimts - 
Expenditure 
Finances of the union 
Receipt mid expenditure 
Applications for relief - 
Local committees • 
Ont-door relief - 
Refusal of reli^ - 
Area of the union 

Electoral divisions 
Population 

AnnE/ins : 

1. Arrears grates 

2. Arrears of rent 

Callectkn if rates 
RateSi 2 - - - 



PAGE. 

253 
259 
26 1 




PAGE. 

- 257 

- 259 

=79 



Auxiliary houses (Doonteg) - 
Foley’s Store 
Workhouse, 1 - • 



Bojrd or Gvardiass: 

1. Exertions of the guardians to provide 

for the relief of the poor; attendance 
at the meetings of the .Boord 

2. The Board has not done its duty ; the 

poor were better taken care of under 
the vice-guardians - 

3- Statement that Captain Kennedy endea- 
voured to embarrass the Boni'd and 
prgudice them with the Poor-law Com- 
missioners, with the view of hin^ng 
back the vice-guordtatis - 

4. Denial of that statement « - - 

Accounts 

Aged and infirm poor 
Applications for relief 
Arrears, 1 - 
CoUiction of rates 
Debt - 
Economy 
Expenditure 
Finances <f the union 
Officers of the union 
OiU-door relief - 
Rales, 1. 2 - 
Shannon, Mr. 

Treasurer of the u?iioB 
Vice-guardians 
Burke, Mr. 

Carrianholt parish 
Employment, 2 
Q,uay 



Cleahakces z 



■ 2B2 



255 

255 

253 

253 

253 

254 

258 

259 

260 
264 
264 

278 

279 

280 

281 
284 
287 

255 

356 

261 
280 



259 

2U4 

2C4 

284 

259 

258 
288 

259 
259 

253 - 

254 

256 

257 

261 

263', 



1. Great extent to which the levelling of 
houses has been carried in the KUrush 

Union - - - 256 

2. Opinion that the numbers have been very 

much exaggerated - - - - 256 

Evictions - - 261 

Jims 265 

Jiliii/ar(a electoral division . - - - 278 



Clothing - 

Distress - 

Oiii-donv relif . . - - 

State f the union, 1 - - - 

Collection of rates - 258 

Arrears, 1 ------ - 254 

Hates, 2-.---.. 280 
Compensation allowances ----- 258 

Evictions, i ------ 263 

Surrender of land ----- 283 

Conacre system ------- 258 

Condition of the people - - ' - - - 258 

Coiiacre system ------ 258 

Doonbeg district - ----- 2O0 

Sickness ------- 282 

State of the union ----- 2S2 

Vagrants ------- 284 

Debt ------- 

Expenditure - - - - 

Finances of the union - - - 

Treasurer of the union - - - 

Dietary ------ 

Coit of maintenance - - . 

Workhouse, 3 - - • - 

Discharging paupers - - - - 

Distress - - - 

Able-bodied poor - 
Board of guardians - - - 

Clearances - 
Clothing - 

Employment, 1 - - - - 

Evictions, a - - - - 

Fisheries ------- 265 

Food -------- 265 

Landlords - * - - - - - 274 

Out-door relief ------ 279- 

Potatoes, 2------ - 279, 

Relief - 281 

281 

Starvation - - - . - - - - 282 

State f the union, 1 ----- 283 

Stoppage <f out-door relief - - - - 283 

Towns ------- 284 

Vagrants - - - - - -'-284 

Drainage - - - - - - - - 260 

Improiements - - - 

Economy - - - - - 

Expenditure - - - 

Vice-guardians - - - 

Emigration - - - . 

Employment, 2 - - - 

Kilmvrry parish - 

Wyndham, Colonel 

EsiPLonisisT : 

1. The wa7it of employment has tended to 

tHcrease the distress hi the uni07i 

2. Very little employment is given by the 
ft7-mers ; the landlords are uiiable to 
give 7)iuch employment fr07n the great 
reduction of their incomes 

Able-bodied poor - . . - 

Barclay, Mr. George - - , • 

Distress - 259 

Drainage ------- 260 

Fari/iing ------- 264 

Improvements 266 



2 tiC 
2 Go 

2G4 

287 
2G1 
2O1 
274 

288 



261 



261 

253 

554 
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ANALYSIS O FIN BEX. 



Jiupz OYM'EUT — continued. 



Labourers - 
Landlords - 
Mortality - 
Productive employment 
Public viorhs 
Relief vsorlcs 
Turf cutting 
Wages 



Evictions : 

1. Eno)~mous exlent to which evictions have 

been carried out in Kilriish Union 

2. Evidence to the effect that the stat&nenis 

as to the number ffevictio 7 ts are grossly 
exaggerated - - - - - 

3. The great number ofevictio 7 is has greatly 

added to the pauperism, and embar- 
rassed the working of the poor law 

4. Opinions that the evictions that have 

taken place have been benefeial to the 
union - - - - - * 

y. Process by which evictions are carried 
out; alterations suggested 
6. The Landlords find they have cariied 
the evictions too far for their own 
interest ------ 

Care-takers - - - . - 

Canigaholt parish ... - - 

Chancery, Court of - - - * * 

Clearances ------- 

Compensation Allowances - 

Dont^ha, West - 

Huts ------- 

Moyarta electoral division - - - 

Hon-paymeul of rent - - - - 

aimnnon, Mr. - 

Sickness ------ 

Small tenements - - - • - 

Surrender of land - - - - - 

Tenants ------ 

Vagrants ------ 

Expenditure 

Accounts ------ 

Board of Guardians, 1. 2 - 

Collectiun of rates - - - - 

Debt - 

Economy ------ 

Finances of the union - - - - 

Grants iff public money - - - - 

Impruveintnis ... - - 

Officers of the union - 
Pedes, 2 - - - ■ * “ 

Receipt and cxpenditui-e . - - 

Vice-guardians . - - - - 

Finaiices of the union - • - - - 

Accounts ------ 

Board of guardiaris - 

.Debt • ------ 

Expenditure - 

Grants of public money - - - - 

Rates - 

SiiUe of the union, i - - - - 

Stoppage ff out-door relief - - - 

Vice-gnardians - - . - 

Fisheries 
Food 

Dietary 

Distress ------ 

Potutnes, 1 - - ■ * ■ ' 

Orants ff public money - - - - 

ImpToxoneriU - - - - - 

PospilaU 

Fever hospital - - - - - 

Medical officers 

Mortality ------ 



274 Improvements ....... 266 

274 Barclay, Mr. George 354 

277 Compensation allowances - 258 

280 Drainage ....... 260 

280 Employment ...... 261 

281 Leases ....... 274 

284 Productive employment ----- 280 

287 Rents - - - - 281 

Tenure of land ------ 283 

Keane, Mr. ....... 268 

261 Clearances, 1 - - • - - - - 256 

Donagha, West - 260 

£o2C<20a^, 1 261 

262 Kilniurry parish - ...... 274 

Collection ff rates ----- 258 

Evictions, 1 . 3 - - - - - - 261 

Fisheries - ' - - - - - 265 

Labourers ------- - 274 

Able-bodied pour - - - - - -• * 53 - 

Drainage - - . - . - - - - 260 

263 Emphymtrtt 

Productive employment ----- 2eo 
Waget =87 

264 Landlords ------- - 274 

25(5 Chancery, Court, of - - - - - 257 

256 Clearances - - - - - - 257 

256 Compensation allowances . . . . 258 

256 Conacre system ------ 25? 

258 Emigralioii ------- e6i 

260 Em^oymenf, 2 ----- - 2C1 

265 Evictions - - 261 

278 Improvements ------ 26f> 

278 Rates - - - 280 

281 Rents - ■ - - - - - - 281 

381 Small tenements ------ 282 



Leases . - - - 

Tenure ffland 
Local committees 

Applications for reliff 
Tempoi-ary lieliff Act 



253 Medical officers^ 



Imposition * *. “ 

Out-door relief - 



Dispensaries 

Medical relief - - ■ ' * 

Hospitals - - ' ‘ • 

Sickness - 
Workhouse, 2 . 3 - 

Moiiality - - - - 

Inquests - - - 

Sickness . - - 

Starvation - 
Workhouse, 3 
Non-payment ff rent - 

Arrears,^ - 
Evictions, 3 - 
Officers ff the union 

Board of guardians, 4 - 
Medical officers - 
Relieving officers 
Salaries - 
Shannon, Mr. 

Temporary inspectors - 
Vice-guardians 
Oiit-ihor relief - * ‘ 

Aged and infirm poor • 
Applications for reUef - 
Condition of the people - 
Distress - * * 

Food - 
Imposition - 

Local committees - 
Relief - ' ‘ 

’ Slojrpage of out-door rehtf 

I Vagratits - * * 

U'orkhouse, 1 * ' 

Workhouse test 
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£A6U. 

• «79 

- 161 

- 274 

- 277 



- 279 

279 

258 

269 
2C6 
274 
274 



28X 

280 



280 



Population - - * 

Emigration 

Labourers * " " ” 

Mortality 

POTATO-Es: , , , « , 

1. Evidence relative to the crop potatoes 

and the quantity in the district - 

2. Obsen-idions on the effects of the potato 

failure - 

Conacre system - 
Distress - 

Insecurity of property . - - - - 

Labourers 

Landlords 

Rents - 

Quaiier acre clause 

Rates: 

1, Generally - 

2. Particulars as to rates struck by the 

guardians, and the amount collected - 280 

Arrears, I - 

Board of guardians, 2 - - - - " ®55 

Collection of rates ' 

Expenditure ~ ~ ‘ 

Pinances of the union - 
Payment of rates . - - 

Receipt and espendHure 
tenements ■ 

Refusal iff relief - _ - 

Applications for reliff - 
Relief 

Applications for relief - 
Board of guardians, 1 - 
Distress - 

Medical relief - ► * 

Out-door reliff - 
Rffiisal of relief - 
Slate iff the union, 1 - - 

Stoppage of out-door relief - 
Temporary Relief Act - 
Workhouse, 1. 3 - 
Rents - ~ - • - 

Arrears, 2 - 

Conacre system . - - 

Cottier tenants ... 

Improvements 
Leases - 
Non-payment of reni 
potatoes, 2 - 

Small farmers - - “ 

Paluation - 

Work-rent - - * * 



264 

279 

280 
282 

280 

253 

281 
263 

254 
259 
275 

278 

280 

282 

283 
283 
287 

281 

254 

258 

258 

266 

274 

278 

279 

282 

284 



Small taiements ------ 202 

Rates, 

State or the Uaios t 

1. Wretched stale of the union} the poor 

arc in a very miserable condition - 282 

2. Favourable reaction which has taken 

place; the union is gradually im- 
promng ------ 282 

Bourke, Mr. 255 

Condition of the people - 
Distress ■ 

Evictions - 
Finances of the rmon • 

Huts ------ 

Mortality - 

potatoes - - - - - 

. Rates - _ - - - 

Sichtess - - - ‘ ' 

Stoppage of out-door relief - 
Stoppage of oirt-door reliff - 

Condition of the people - - - 

Distress - 

Food - - - 

Mortality - 

Sickness - 

Temporary Reliff Act - 

Oirt-door relief - - - - 



Townlands - - - - 

Valuation of the union - 
Expenditure - 

OrdufMice survey and valuation 



359 

2Q1 

264 

265 

277 

279 

280 

282 

283 
283 
258 
2.69 
265 

277 

282 

283 

278 

284 
284 
261 

278 

279 



Population ------- 279 

sink =8' 



Vice-guardians - 

Applications for reliff - 

Airears, I - 

JBoai'd of Guardians, 2. 3 

CoUeclion of rates 

Expenditure 

Finasices of the union - 
Medical ifficers 
Officers of the union 



- 287 

- 253 

- 254 

- 255 

- 258 

- 2()X 

- 2G4 

- 27.6 
278 



Workhouse, \ ----- - 207 



XVarming the workhouse 
Fuel - - - 

Workhouse, 2 



287 

265 

28a 



Salaries - - - 

Officers of the union 
Relieving officers - 

Shannon, Mr, 

Evictions, 2 



Siidtness - - - - - 

Clearances, I - - - 

Dietary - • 7 

Stoppage of ovi-dooT relief - 
Workhouse, Z - - - 



2Sx 

278 

281 

281 
262 

282 
256 

259 

283 



WaasEovsB-. , 

1. Extent (ff the workhouse accommodaf ion 

in. the union - 

2. Treatment of the paupers in the luork- 

house ; objection of the poor to enter 
the workhouse . . - - 

3. Pa^jcrs laid bffore the Committee 

Admission to the workhouse - - - - 

Auxiliary houses ------ 

Cost of maintemnee - - - - - 

Dietary ------- 

Discharging paupers - - - - - 

Medical reliff ------ 

MortalUy ------- 

Out-door relief ------ 

Relief 

Sicilies* ------ 

Warmis^ the workhouse - - - - 
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288 
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359 
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INDEX. 



— In this Index the Numerals following Rep. refer to the Page of Ae Report; the Figures 
following the Names of the Witnesses to the Questions of the Evidence ; and those following App~ 
to the Page of the Appendix.] 



A. 



ABLE-BOBIJiD POOR. The pauperism of the Kilnish Union, which consists in a 
great part either of able-bodied persons and their families, or of those who have been 
able-bodied, has been occasioned by the general absence of employment for the able- 
bodied labourers in the union, Kennedy 944. 

See also Dietary. Employment, 1. Productive Employment. Stone Breaking. 

Accounts. On the elected Board of Guardians returning to office, they found the books of 
t he union in such a state that they could not discover the exact financial condition of 

the union Vavdekur 1692-1698 Witness delivers in the audit of the accounts of the 

union up to the 23d February 1850, ib. 2879, 2880 Abstract of the Kilrush Union 

accounts for the half-year ended 23d February 1850, showing the receipts, expenditure 
and balances, App. 245. 

See also Expenditure. Finances of the Union. Receipt and Expenditure, 
Administration of tU Foot Law. Boo Board of Guardians. Bviolwns, 2. S. Vice. 
Guardians. 



Admission to the Worihouse. It is a part of the rastructions to relieving officere that in cases 
of urgent necessity they should give orders for admission without seeing the guardians, 
Kennedy 403-409. 

Aeed and InArm Poor. Practice of the Board of Guardians in giving relief to Jgttl “i 

fuhmi poort Vandeleur 194»-1M4 Opinion that the guardians are legdybou^ 

provide shelter as well as food for the mflrm paupers receiving out-door relief, Kennedy 
2480-2482. See also Out-door Relief. 

Agrarian Outrages. Witness scarcely remembers an instance of agrarian outrage since he 

frst went into the Kilrush Union, fcnedy 943 -Total absence of any amount of 

anairan outrage caused by ejectments in the Kilrush Union ; witness has met with very 
little resistance from the ejected tenants, Keane layg-lcSa. 



Agricultural Produce. See Fnces of Produce. 
Agriculture. See Cultivation of Land. Farming. 



Improvements. Tillage. 



Ameak Witness has never been considered by the paid officers or paupers in ffie light of 
?court of appeal from the goaidiaua, nor has he ever wished to assume that position, 
Kennedy 2525-2527. 

Awlicatims for Relief. Evidence relative to the cases of applicants for relief from certain 
^listriSs S having been considered on different d-ays by the Board of G"?idia>is, 
tostricts, not nuv^ attending to applications 

Kennedy 063 "“?" _ , , ,q__ i usn ^ ftfte Althouirh it may be a great hardslup 

local committees for granting relief, Doherty 2791-284^ , . « -f 

See n\^Q Local CmrniUees. Out-doerr Relief. Refusal of Relief 

i jf 1 rr ■ rin 00 ■Pt^bruarv iSfiO the union was subdivided, and a new union was 

^Z;^efafSady°srt,iMng^^^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





254 



ARE 



BOA 



[3RiIt:us1& 



Report, 1850 — continued. 



Area of the Utiion—coYHxmtd. 

»ea of taxation na, Towed. Kem«ly aS34 winch have resulted from 

sion of unions and reduction of the area of taxation ; it induces proprietors to take every 
rieans toget paupers off their estate, and drive them on to the estate of somebody else, 
it. 2636-&36-— — Eledoral Dmswns. Popubtum. 



1. Arrears of Hates. 

2. Arrears of Rent. 

1. Arrears of Hates : 

Exolanation relative to the arrears of rates left uncollected by the vice-guardians on 
goinJ^ut of office to the amount of 4,000 i.; proportion of this amount which has been 
collected by the present Board, Kennedy 2239-2246. 

2. Arrears of Rent : , a, • t 

Great irregularity in the payment of rents ; large amount of arrears ,■ the proprietors 

generally received about half the rents actually charged, Keane 1168-1174. 

See also Collection of Hates. Hates, 2. 

Audit of Accounts. See Accounts. 

A vTiliarv Houses ( Doonbec). Explanation relative to the statement made in the report of 
Mr l^ncb on 12 December 1849, ibat“ there are over 100 persons huddled logethei m 
ounffices if a house in the village ofDoonbeg; they were lately evicted and among 
the number I saw no description of food but a few very inferior turnips, JCcnnedy 459 

:X%''6rrwe°cVif4M-50°7— 

rScasion L ilteir remainiug in° ha. deplorable state, a, there were vacaactes rn the 
workhoose tor eight times the number, tb. 

Evidence generally upon die subject of the houses at Doonbeg, token as an extia place 
of lefege for\ouaeless persons, Kumedy 2470-0481-— Letter 

of tlte Inion to tbe guLdians, dated 00 December ^49, calling their attemion to the 
wretched condition of the inmates of the houses at Doonbeg, tf. 

these houses were occupied there were vacancies in the (rarkhouse ; reason "hy the 
guardians did nol All up those vacames from the paupers at Doonbeg, th. 0479-2482. 

See also Foley's Store. Workhouse, 1. 



Balances. See Accounts. . 

Durr%, Mr. Grorgr. Employ- 

in £tS7o”®oi'ffl “ -y different fate from tL which 

they have experienced, Coffee 3146-3167- 

Boajib of GVARBIAi^a^ 

1. £ier(ioii! of the Gmrdbns to proniie/or the Belief of the Poor: Mtend- 

2. r^Bmrd'j^no” dom iu doty: the Poor were letter taken care of under 

3 StatmM%at Captain Kennedy endeavoured to embarrass the Board, and 
prguiice them with the Poor Law Commissioners, with the mm of bnngtng 
hock the Vice-Guardians. 

4. Denial of that Statement. 

1. Exertions of the Guardians to promde for the Hdief of the Poor; Attendance 

at the Meetings of the Board : 

Tlie elected Board of Guardians vrere reinstated on 3 November 1849, when witness 
w as elected chairman. Pandelmr 1671, 1670— -Exertions of the Board of Guardians to 
carrv on the affairs of the union in November 1849 ; they were unable to obtain credit tor 

the necessary supplies, ib. .68,5, l686 In consequenee of their bemg refused credrt 

in December 1849 they made themselves personally responsible for tbe e^enditure ot 
the union, ib. 1721-1723 The Board of Guardians were most anxious to do their duty^ 
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Report, 1850— conftnued. 



Board of Gc;.4nDi^i^*s— continued. 

1. Exertions of the Guardians to provide for the Relief of the Poor, < 5 fc.— continued, 
und to provide for eveiytliing their embarrassed condition would allow. Pandc^eKr 1789 

Attendance of the guardians at the meetings of the Board ; class of persons forming 

the Board of Guardians. Eoherty 2777-2782 There is very little difference of opinion 

at the meetings of the Board of Guardians in reference to the relief of the destitute, 16. 
2876-2878. 

2 . The Board has not done its duty ; the Poor were better taken care of under the 
Vice- Guardians : 

Witness would not say that cases of applicants have been often neglected by the guar^ 
dians, but cenainly they have sometimes been so ; evi^dence relative to the attendance o 

the guardians at the Board, XeunetJy 41 7-458 Dismissal of the Board of elected 

guardians by the Poor-law Commissioners for the non-colleolion of he rales, or not pio- 
fidinir funds ; not one-half of the rate of l&oooi., which was snack by the Board was 

collected when they went out of office, tb. 2236-2238 The Boaid of Guardians neTO 

became personally responsible for the expenditure tor supplies in December 849. 

sgno-0033. There was nothing more than the usual contract entered into, which pro- 

aide's that the supplies shaU be paid for out of the first proceeds of the rate winch became 

■lyailahlc ii. Since the return to office ot the elected Board of Goardians the poor 

have not been as efficiently relieved or taken care of as formerly, Molony 2633, 2634. 

3. Statement that Captain Kennedy endeavoured to embarrass the Board, and 
prejudice them with the Poor-law Commissioners, with the mew of bringing 
back the i^ce-Guardians : 

Every exertion was made bv Oaptiin Kennedy to embarrass the newly-eleeled Board 

of Guardians with the view if bringing back the vice-guardiaiis, rn»*/eai- 1 ,10 e< sej. 
_The crlrraspondence and repcrls of Captain Kennedy were intended to prejnd.ce the 
Board of Guardians with the Commissioners; grounds on which witness makes this 

Boaitt or 1-01-1064 Witness complains ot the staieinenis oonsianily 

rw'Sd bV Commissioner? for the purpose of prejudicing 

toi ava nst the Board of Guardians, iS. 1807-1809. 1814, iSlS— Since the return of 
Ihe Sn Guardians to the management of the union they have been closely watched, 

16. 1834. 

4 . Denial of that Statement', 

Witness never had any intention to embarrass the proceedings of tl.e 
Tt ard on their succeeding the vice-guardians ; on the contrary, he aSorded them every 

Board on „oT On the return of the elected guardians, there 

.assislnnce, Kermedy 2 - 96,-29 , 8 j ^ officers of the union 10 serve under 

'feiflcotnits. 2lgcinnd A>Yoor^ ^‘'^inai^e^Ttt 

Collection of Bates. Vebl. 1 2. SAnnaon, Mr. 

Union. Officers of the Uniori. Out-door Relief Kates, t. .n. o/«!« , 

Treasurer of the Union. Vice-Guardians. 

ea§y causes of the eon- 

dition of the paupers in ihe union, w. 133. 

See also Wurldiouse, 1 . 

Brew. Mr. Thomas. See Evictions, 1 . 2 . 

British Belief Association. See Grants of Public Money. 

Burhe,m. Wibiess never -commended that 

after his delinquency or neglect, tA®|ett‘el^ftom the Commissioners request- 

meeting of the Board o Guardians 2' ™ msign, was taken into con- 
n^^eS^ ^eing retaiue^in office, hut ielt the 
case emirely to the guardians, Doherty 2861-28/-. 
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Report, 1B50 — continued. 



Qahafrmk. Observations relative to the oiroumstances attending the levelling of houses 
and ejectment of tenants at CaherfeeiiiCj Cojfee 3137 “ 3 t 45 * 

Caretakers. Frequency of evicted tenants being permitted to remain in the occupation of 
their houses as caretakers; this has been the case in a considerable proportion of the 
evictions stated by witness to have taken place, Kennedy at 88, 2189. 

See also Carrigaholt Parish. Evictions, 1 . 

Carrigaholt .Parish. Extensive area of the parish of Carrigaholt ; population in 1841 ; great 

decrease therein since that period, Meehan I 375 "i 39 ^ Evidence relative to the 

evictions which have taken place in Carrigaholt. Parish ; very few houses have been 
levelled ; the evicted tenants have generally been re-admitted to their houses as care- 
takers, iS. 1550-1572 Wretched condition of the people since the failure of the potato 

crop; witness sees no prospect of improvement under the present state of things, ib. 

jgyg-igSg. i6ot Statement of the ouinber of evictions and clearances which have 

taken place upon the estates of Mr. Fitzgibbori Hincky and others during 1849, ih. 

1959“1970' 1987-1989 Destitute condition of the evicted tenants; account of what 

has become of them since their ejectment, ib. 1971-1977* 

See also Employme 7 it, 2. Quay. 

CAaiJcery,. Court of. A very great number of evictions have taken place on estates under 
the management of the Court of Chancery ; in fact, the larger proportion, Kennedy 919 ” 

927 The people are not more mercifully treated under the Court of Chancery than 

under indivicfual landlords, Coffee 2962, 2963. 

Charity. Large sums of money which witness has spent out of his own pocket in relieving 
the poor, Kennedy 2490. 

See also Clothing, Compensation Allowances. Fisheries. Food. Medical 
Charities. 

Clare County. See Insecurity of Property. Leases. Mortality. 

Clearances: 

1 . Great extent to which the Levelling of Houses has been cairied in the KUrush 

Union. 

2. Opinion that the Numbers have been very much exaggerated. 

1 . Great extent to which the Levelling of Houses has been carried in the KUrush 

Union ; 

Evidence relative to paiticnlar cases of evictions, giving an idea of the extent to which 
certain portions of the Kilnish Union have been cleared of human habitations witliin the 
last three years, Kennedy et seq. Instance of the townland of Shandrum, com- 

prising about 400 acres, upon which forty-four houses were levelled witliin a short period, 

giving shelter to sixty families, i6. 821-831 Instance also of the townlands of Kil- 

clohane, ib. 831-836 List of houses levelled on Mr. M'DonneU’s property, of whicli 

Mr. Marcus Keane is agent, about March 1850 ; explanation relative to the evictions, ih. 

2152-2159 The levelling of houses has greatly induced disease and death in the 

union, ib. 2221, 2222 Frequency of houses being entirely removed after the eviction 

of the tenant, Molony 2660-2662 Reference to the statement of Captain Kennedy as 

to the number of houses levelled on the property of Mr. Wesby and the Marquis of 
Conyngham at Dromellohy, Kilfera, and Tullybrack ; that statement is pretty nearly cor- 
rect, Coffee 2980-2984 Observations relative to the levelling of houses in the town- 

land of Ballyerra, ib. 3018-3039. 

2, Opinion that the Numbers have been very much exaggerated: 

It is the practice to pull down the houses after the eviction of tenants ; this is abso- 
lutely necessary, in order to prevent their being reoccupied, Keane 1203-1206— House.s 
have been pulled down on the eviction of the tenants on the estates under witness’s 

management, ih. 1239, 1240 Evidence proving the gross exaggerations contained i;i 

Captain Kennedy’s report as to the proportion of the* houses which were occupied by tin: 
poorer tenantry In (lie Kilrush Union having been demolished; they are exaggerated 

fully to the extent of double, il. 12S3-1320 Denial of the statement of Captain 

Kennedy as to the clearances effected at Kilfera; not one single house was levelled by 
the landlord or his agent, ib. 2538 — —The whole of the houses' levelled at Kilfera weni 
pulled down by the people themselves, who received compensation for their voluntary 
surrender, ih. 2538-2542. 

See also Evictions. Huts. Moyarta Electoral Division. 

Clothing. 
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Report, 1850 — conlinutd. 



Clothino. Kindness of Captain Kennedy in providing clothing for the people; they woultl 
have been much worse off had it not been tor his kindness, Molovy 2572-2639. 

See also Distress. Out-door Relief. State of the Union, 1. 

Co fee, Francis. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Civil engineer, residing in the union of Kil- 

rush 2894, 2895 ^Was employed by the commissioners of public works in 1846 and 

1847^ . 2896 Has been employed in revising the poor-law valuation of the union for 

the Board of Guardians, 2897, 2898 Has also been employed to applot the Ordnance 

valuation in the district, 2899 Application made to witness by Captain Kennedy, oa 

the 1st June 1850, to make personal inquiiies into the number of evictions throughout 
the union; witness has employed himself in those inquiries from that time to the pie- 

sent period, 2900, 2901 Manner in which witness conducted .his inquiry, 2901—— 

Delivers in a detailerl abstract, showing the number of evictions on every propertv in the 

Kilrush Union, 2902 Result of witness’s inquiries into the evictions in Kikush Union ; 

number of evictions which have been carried out, 2903-2928— —Refusal of the bailiffs 
of certain properties to afford information as to the evictions ; refusal ot the paupers to 
give information for fear of their meal being stopped, 2929-2932. 

Manv instances have occurrefi of tenants, after making improvements, being tamed 

oat of their holdings, 2933 The system of giving compensation to tenants is generally 

compulsory in the union, 2934 Fieqnenoy of parties bang twice evicted from to 

holdinas' this would account for double entries and exira numbers being stated, 2935 
on,»_rJvVitness’s statement of the number of evictions in tlie union embraces a longer 

period than that of Oapt. Kennedy, 0938-2945 Has carefully examined «porte 

and statements ofCapt. Kennedy as to the number of evictions ro the union, and tinds 
them perfectly correct, 2944. 309*1 SOQ**- 3*.b8, 3 * 59 * 

Reference to the properties under the management of Mr. M. Keane ; number of 
hoies that have beeil levelled on those estates, 2946-2950 —Witness has inquired mto 
the cases of eviction and house levelling on Colonel Vandeleur s property; the number 
ereatlv exceeds that stated by Capt. Kennedy, 29^-2955- 2g87-J995- 3'37-3U6 
Eviction of a number of tenants from the townland of Ruieroe by the Court of Ohancery, 

2056-2061 ^The people are not more mercifully treated under the Court of ChancHy 

to toer individual landlords, 2962, 2963— Rental of to 

Ordnance valuation, in a considerable part of the union, is very niuch above the letting 

value 2064-2078 Witness does not consider the decrease of rateable tenements a 

fair criterion to go by in calculating the number of evictions, 2979- , „ . 

Reference to the statement of Capt. Kennedy as to the number af houses levelled on 
the oronertv ot Mr. Wesby and ihe Marquis of Conyngham at DromelWiy, Kilfem, 
IndTu Wk that statement is pretty^nearly ooirect, 2980-2984— The general 
“lie of eviction was the non-payment of rent; witness has known rnsta^es in wli.oh 
persons have been evicted who offered to pay up their full rent, 2983, **986 Witness 

large area ot the electoral oivis a , p ,003-3096 The lillage in the union is 

S;ifn?pymfn7,'^I 

■^'Evtolc upon the subject of the 

that valuation 15 ,3 ‘f emigrated from the union, 

Caherfeemc, 3137-3145— had been followed on other prg- 
Teclaimiiig and improving his prope.ty , metotli avery different fate from that 

pevties till destitute poor °f /'bu* woMtove agricultural pursuits 

which they have expenenced, 3146 310/ j. bad, 31 General desire 

■ and management of land in the umon is very defective and baa, 316 

. 0 . 62 . 
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Coffee, Francis. (Analysis of his Evidence)— cortfi‘n«C£?. 

araono- the people to obtain a more permanent tenure, 3155 Denial of the evidence of 

Mr Marcus Keane, that the staiements of Captain Kennedy as to the evictions are ex- 

ao-crerated, 3158, 3159 Reference to the number of evictions stated to have taken 

pTace on the lands at Donagha West; explanation upon the subject of those evictions, . 
3160-3166. 

Collection of Fates. In 1847 the rates were with difficulty collected, though a large sum 
was outstandin'3' ; the collection was insufficient to meet the increasing expenditure, 

Kennedy ^The rates struck have been well collected ; even higher rates might have 

been collected during the period; rates which were struck, 197-21 1 . 2ig-‘253 

Reduction of the poundage allowed to the collectors of poor rates by the new Board of 
Guardians; this was a most injudicious measure, the collectors are less efficient, tA 2248- 

2268 Opinion that the vice-guardians were more successful in the collection of ihe 

ra*tes than the elected guardians, ib. 2269-2288 There is no difficulty experienced in 

collecting the poor rate in Kilmurry parish ; the farmers pay cheerfully whenever they 
are able, Molony 2675 >^® 7 ®‘ also Arrears, 1. Rates, 2. 

Compensation Allowances. In some cases where evictions take place, small sums of money 
are o-iven to the parties evicted, but they are quite inadequate to procure them house 

shelter anywhere else, except for a few months, Kennedy 836-840- Large amount of 

money paid by witness to ejected tenants as compensation on their leaving the estate, 

Keane 1171, 1172. 1175. 1243-1254. 1325-1330 Granting compensation to evicted 

tenants on their leaving the estate does not throw the burden of their maintenance un- 
fairly upon other proprietors in the electoral division, ih. 1330-1337 General practice 

as to landlords giving compensation or assistance to evicted tenants, Vanddeur 2079, 

208c Encouragement given to tenants to improve their holdings by affording them 

compensation, Keane 2559-2565 The system of giving compensation to tenants is 

generally compulsory in the union, Coffee 2934. 

See also Evictions, 4 , Surrender of Land. 

Conacre System. The conacre system is very prevalent in the Kilrush Union ; the rents- 
paid were sometimes 2/., 3A, and4Z.an acre; the land was generally rented from mid- 
dlemen, Kennedy 56-62. 79-89 When the potato failed these rents were still due, and 

they were liable to be evicted fur non-payment of them, ib. 63-67 There is no use in 

the conacre system in the Kilrush Union now, 16.72 During 1848 and 1849 there 

were considerable portions taken in that way by people who attempted to cultivate pota- 
toes, but the potatoes would not gi'ow, and this brought ruin upon them, and they were 
perfectly incapable of paying the rent,i6. 72, 73 — —It was formerly the custom for the 
holders of conacre to give so many days* labour in lieu of rent; this would not be prac- 
ticable now, as there is no employment for them, ib. 74“?8. 

Opinion that the conacre system is a desperately bad one from first to last, and is cal- 
culated to retard any advancement in the state of the people, Keane 1347-1354 The 

holding of the potato land under tire conacre system is compulsory upon the landlords, ib. 

1355-1358' Revival of the conacre system in the union; this will be a considerable 

relief to the union at present, but witness doubts whether it is advantageous to the 
country at large, FandeZeur 2147-2149. 

Condition of ihe Feople. There was a great change for the worse in the appearance of the 
people ai the expiraiion of the month or six weeks for which ihe out-door relief was 
stopped, Kennedy 514. 

jSee also Conacre System. Eoonbeg District. Sickness. . State of the Union. 

Vagrants. 

Coroners* Inquests. See Inquests. 

Cost of Maintenance. The weekly cost of maintenance per head in the Kilrush Work- 
house has varied ; sometimes it has been as low as 1 ocZ., and as high as 1 s. ^d., Kennedy 
581. See also Dietary, Receipt and Expenditure, WorhUouse. 

Costello, Austin. Case of a man named Austin Costello, who, afier his death, was found to 
have 15 . 8 d. in his possession, aUhough the verdict on the inquest was, died from the 
effects of hunger and cold, Kennedy 369-379. 

Cottier Tenants, Observations relative to the letting of land to cottier tenants ; rents paid 
by that class of tenants; previous 10 the failure they were as profitable as any other 
class of tenants, Keane 1232-1238. 

Credit. System of credit pursued in the Kilrush Union among ihe farmers and fishermen ; 
mischievous effect of this system, Vandeleur 2083. 

Crime. There was no very great increase of ilieft or crime during the stoppage of out-door 
relief, Kennedy 524-527. 

See also Agrarian Outrages. Demoralization of the Feople. Insecurity of Fropertu. 

Cultivation 
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Report, 1850 — continued. 



Cultivution of Land. Improved system of cultivation adopted by the farmers in the 

Union, Vandeleur 2134 The whole system of agricultural pursuits and raanagemeni 

of land ill the union is very defective and bad, Cofee 3151. 

See also Farming. Improvements. Tillage. 



D. 



Deaths. See Mortality. Starvation. 



Debt. Statement, in detail, showing the total advances given to the union, and the total 
expenditure, and also accounting for the balances, from the quarters ending 5th of March 
1848 to the quarter ending 29th September 18495 deficiency was added to the debts 
of the Union, which have'been continually increasing, Kennedy 188-196. 

See also Expenditure. Treasurer of the Union. 



Demoralisation of the People. Poverty has very considerably demoralized the people in 
the union, Keane 2553. 

See also Crime. Insecurity of Property. 



Public Worlis. 



Dietary. During the periods that the out-door relief was more or less stopped, there was 
also a reduction in the dietary of the workhouse ; nature of this reduction, and changes 

which were made in the dietary, Kennedy 275-301 ^This reduction and change was 

a matter of necessity, and was not done by any minute of the Board, %b. 286-296- 

Immediately after these changes iu the dietary, dysentery set in. and prevailed extensively 
m the workhouse ; there had been some before, but it was increased by this change, i&. 
302-308 Many persons were deterred from coming into the wotkliouse in conse- 

quence of the change of dietary, as they feared they would run the risk of being attacked 
with dysentery, ih. 309-327. 

Explanation relative to the turnip diet given to the inmates of the workhouse, as men- 
tioned bv Captain Kennedy ; reference to ihe complaint of John Gorman as to the dietary 

of the workhouse, Vandelejir 3791-1807. 1810-1814 Statement of the dietary allowed 

the able-bodied paupers in the workhouse, 16. 1791-1798 -Frequency of parties leaving 

the workhouse when attacked with disease; reference to the case of Gorman, 

2483-2480 Panic caused in the neighbourhood by paupers leaving the workhouse 

when atta&ecl with dysentery, and staling the disease to be brought on by the workhouse 

diet 1^.2480 These statements have tended to prevent paupers from going into the 

workhouse, See also Cost of Maintenance. Food. Workhouse, 3. 



DiscMrsiim Paupers. Evidence relative to tile practice pursued in the Kilrush “f 

dischilgmg paupers on Saturday, for the purpose of ra.sleadirig the Poor Jaw Cum^ 
sionersf arid exhibiting a false view of the number m the house ; view with which "itoass 
supposes this practice is pursued, Kennedy 689-766 Denial of the statement made by 



sionevs, and exhibiting a false view of the number in the house ; 

' . . ..V -1 rr J.. /JO„ . 



Cilptain Kennedy, that a system was pursued by the Board of dismissing applicants foi 
relFef, on one of Ibe latter Lys of the week, will, the view of dim.msh.ug the r-nMa m 

the Suiuvday, when the returns of the number receivmg relief were made up, Fa?idc/ear 

1898-1916— —Ueturn showing the actual numbers m 

its auxLries daily, from 1 December 1849 to 30 January 1850,™ support °f witness s 
statement of the practice of diminishing the numbers in the workhouse on the briday, 
as to exhibit a low return on the Saturday, Kennedy 2463-2467. 



Disease. See Sickness. 



Dispensaries. Discontinuance of the dispensaries in the Kilrusli Union, 
jury presentments; the medical officers found it a much better thing 
Doaid of Heollhthan under the grand jury; they were much better paid, Vandeleur 

1857. 



Distress. Witness admits that the amount of distress exist.no m ^ 

exaggerated in Captain Kennedy’s report; it would ne very difficult to 

1159 1359 Distressed condition of the paupers receiving was 

warn of effithing and shelter, Meehan 1143-1149— At 'he time 
stopped last winter, the distress iu the union was intensely great, 1411, Hi 
Had the landlords remitted a portion of their rents, anil have given 
time of the famine, the destitution would not have been near so great, ill. 1&30 1039- 
See also AV.e-lodied Poor. Board of Guardians. 

Employment, 1. Evictions, 9. Fisheries. Pood. Zandlods. 
dcollielief: Potatoes, 9. Belief. Bents. Sta^atmn. State of the 

Union,!/ Stoppage of Out-door Relief. Towns. Vagiants. 



0.52. 



L L 



Doherty^ 
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Dcheclv. Corndim. (Aimlysis of liis Evidoncc.)-Farmer m tlio parmh ot ^700 

Zll'^as elected a poor-law guardiaa last autumn, 270. 2702 ;Agent of Mr Mat. 

Kelly's estate in that parish, 2703-2707— -Frequency of evict.ons m the parish, 2708- 

The great number of eyictious has impoverished the union and lodiiced the 

tpLnts to nauners 2711-2715 Very little assistance is given by the landlords to tho 

distressed tenants by way of employment, 2718-2718 Provided more ol the Govoni- 
Tent grant had been taken up by the landlords and expo, .clod upon permanent improve- 
ment-^ it would have repaid them in the improved value of the properties, and would have 

. cabled tho poor tenants to have maintained themselves, 2719, 

the rents that have been paid in the parish -wilhiii the last two or three years, a72i-27'2B. 

The land in Kilmurry requires draining and improving ; the increased value would 

warrant the expenditure, 2729-2752 Instead of the landlords having employed the 

people in the improvement of their estates, they have been oyictod, unemployed, and to 

a giLt extent starved, 2742 Circumstances attending tlie voluntary smTondcr ol 

land in ceitaiu cases of eviction from tlie properly of Mr. Kelly at Olonadrum, 2753 

5,6- Frequency of the rents being raised in the event of tenants improvmjr their land; 

this isa great obstacle to the progress of such improvements, 27B6-2769 Ihe stoppimo 
of out-door relief which occurred in December and .lanuary 1850 arose from the 
want of funds; sufferings of the poor in consequenco of the stoppage, 2770-2770--— 
Attendance of the guardians at the meetings of the Board; class of persons forming the 
Board of Guardians, 2777-2782. 

On the return of the elected guardians there appeared an indisposition on the part 
of the paid officers of the union to serve under them, as compared with the vicc- 

euardians, 27S3-2790 Increase of salary given by the vicc-gnardiaus to thcomeers of 

the union * the salaries have been reduced to their original aimmiit huico the of fhe 

elected guardians to office, 2784-2790 Frequency of the apnheauts for relief liaying 

to return home without having their case heard by the Board, m couHequence of the 
pressure of business; this might be avoided by the formation of local committees for 

granting reUef, 2791-2843 Insufficiency of the relief given to the poor m the union 

bf late 2844, 2845 The vice guardians wore less niggardly in the relief afforded than 

the Board of Guardians ; the cases of death from want of food were much less frequent 
under the administration of the vice-guardians, 2846-2848. 

Complaints among the farmers of the extravapnee of the vice-guardians, 2849-2866 

There was no just cause of such complaint, 2850 Witness never heard Sir Burton 

Macnamara express an opinion that it was the object of Captain Kennedy to embarrass 
the elected Board of Guardians, wiih a view of getting back the vice-guardians, 2857- 

2860 Particulars relative to the meeting of the Board of Guardians at winch the 

letter from the Commissioners requesting the guardians to call upon Mr. Burke, the 
collector, to resign, was taken into consideration ; Captain Kennedy did not suggest his 
being retained in office, but left the case enthcly to the guardians, 28(11-2872 Promis- 

ing condition of the union this last year; in tho event of the jiotutoes suocooding, the 

destitution in the umou will diminish, 2873-2875 ^There is very little difference of 

opinion at the meetings of the Board of Guardians in reference to the relief of the 
destitute, 2876-2878. 



JDonagha West. Discrepancy between the statement of witness and Mr. Keane as to the 
number of persons expelled from their lands and houses at Doiiaghn West, tlio property 

of Mr. Westby and Mr. Morony, Kennedy 2495-2498 Foimdation on which witness 

rests hia statement as to the number of evictions; how far witness can reconcile his 

statement with tliat made by Mr, Keane, ih. 2498-2504 llefcrence to the number of 

evictions stated 10 have taken place on the lands at Donaglia West; ex[)liination u[)on 
the subject of those evictions, Coj^re 31G0-3166. 



.Voonheg Dhtnct. Particulars relative to the condition of the people in the district of 
Doonbeg, Coffee 3102-3107. See also Auxiliary Houses. 

Drainage. Evidence showing that drainage might have been very advantageously carried 
out in Kilrush Union, Kennedy 947-909—— Improvement of estates under witness’s 
agency by drainage works ; instance of 1,000 1 . having been expended by one i)ro[n'ietor 

within the last twelve months upon a rental of 6,000 1 ., lieane 1257-1261 Willingness 

of the people to work; beneficial effects would rcaull from their being employed in the 
drainage of the land, Molony 2644-2647. 2649.— —tSee also ImproMemants, 

Dysentery. See Dietary. 



E. 

Dconomy. Opinion that too much economy is used by the Board of Guardians; the 
saving is to be attribuied to the want of sufficient relief to ihe poor, ralher than to 
a judicious economy, Molony 2633, 2634. 

See also Expenditure. Vice-Guardians. 

Ejectment 
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Ejectment of Tenants. See Clearances. TiVictions. Improvements. 

Electoral Divisions. The large area of electoral divisions, previous to their alteration, was 
one cause of the proprietors being unable to employ the poor. Coffee 3093-3096. 

See also Expenditure. Local Committees. Moyarta Electoral Division. 

Emigration. Considerable extent to which emigration has been going on from Kiliush 

Union williin the last few years, Meehan 1410; Vandeleur 2080-2083 Assistance 

given to ejected tenants by the landlords to enable them to emigrate, Vandeleur 2080- 

, 2083 Extent to which emigraiion has been going on from Kilmurry; the number of 

emigrants has not been considerable, Molony 2673, 2674 Opinion as to the number 

of evicted tenants that have emigrated from tlie union, Coffee 3125. 

See also Employment, 2. Kilmurry Parish. Wyndham, Colonel. 



Employment: 

1. 'I'he want of Employment has tended to increase the Distress in the Union. 

2 . Very little Employment is given hy the Farmers j the Landlords are unable 

to give much Employment from the great Reduction of their Incomes. 

1. The want of Employment has tended to increase the Distress in the Union: 

The vast amount of i)auperism in the union of Kilrush, as compared with the rest of 
Ireland, witness attributes principally to the want of employment; the absence of con- 
tinuous employment, Kennedy 46 The only mode of relief is employing the popula- 
tion, w!to are in idleness and ruin in all parts of the country, ih. 137, 138 But where 

the money is to come from, and what sort of employment is to be given them, are difficult 

questions to answer, ih. 139, 140 If employment had been generally found and given 

from the commencement of the famine to the able-bodied labourers of the union half the 
pauperism as well as a great part of the suffering that has prevailed might have been 

prevented ib. 945 Willingness of the poor in the union to work ; the root of all the 

evil has been that there was no employment for them, Meehan 1450,1451 The people 

might have been better relieved during the famine by giving them employment; manner 
in which this might have been accomplished, ib. 1629 et seq. 



2 . Very little Employment' is given by the Farmers', the landlords art unable to 
give much Employment from the great Meductnon of their Incomes: 

As far as the Kilrush Union is concerned tire pressure of the poor law has not 
ooerated as a stimulus to the landowners or landlords to give tlie employment that might 

have been afforded, Kennedy 990-992 Impossibility of the proprietors giving much 

employment from the great reduction of their incomes, Keane 1262 — -i here has not 
been any considerable amount of employment given by the landowners in Carngaholt ; 

the landowners do not hold much land in their own hands, Meehan 1483-1485 ilmre 

is no emnlovineni for the labourers; unless removed by emigration that portion of the 
population must be maintained by relief or must die avyay.ii. 1602-1612 — -Witness 
has not observed that the arrangements of the poor law have acted ^ a stimulus to 

employment, 1613 ^Very little employment is at present gtven by the tanners, 

Vandeleur 2135. ' . 

See also Able-bodied Poor. Barclay, Mr. Geome- Disiras. Oramage. 
Farming. Improvements. Labourers. Landlords. Morialily. 
dweiive Employment. Public Works. Relief Works. 1 urf Cutting. Wages. 

Ennis Union. See Expenditure. 



Evictions: 

1. Enormous Extent to which Evictions have been earned out m Ktjrusk Union. 

2 . Evidence to the effect that the Statements as to the Number oj Evictions are 

STOSsh exaggerated. ^ , r» • t 

3. jfie great TSumber of Evictions has greatly added to the Pauperism and 

emharrassedtheworkingof the Poor Law. v .c ■ 1 s 

4 . Opinions that the Evictions that have taken place have been benejicial to Vie 

5. Process by which Evictions are carried out ; Alterations . 

6 . The Landlords find-they have carried the Evictions too far for their own 

Interests. 

1. Enormous Extent to which Evictions have been carried out in Kilrmh Umon; 

Data upon which witness drew out the lists forwarded by him to the Commission's 
as to the number of evictions ; reference to the contradiction of witness s statemwts by 
Colooel Vandefeur to their’accuraoy ; aUo refereoce to the »“eme„t of Mr. 

Keane as to their being very inaccurate and Maggeititcd, Kewitdy 794 8-o. 99 4 

Wimess believes that ih most cases of these d.spossess.ons the ball.ffs or drjvers 

0.52. ^ ^ * 
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Evictions — continued. 

1. Enormous Extent to which Evictions have hen carried out, ^c.— continued, 
have strict orders that none of those evicted shall be .allowed to get shelter upon the 

townland, or the property from which they are evicted, Kennedsj 860 et sep la oiise ot 

persons sheltering them, witness has known instances of their houses being pulled down 
also ib. 861-866. 900-918 Evidence in support of the statement contained m wit- 

ness’s report as to the number of evictions on tlie estates under Mr. Keane’s agency ; 
nature of the inquiry instituted by witness to ascertain the accuracy ot his statement, 
3160-2235 •Reference to the evidence of Colonel Vandeleur upon the subject ot evic- 

tions in the union ; explanation as to the number of cases stated by witness in his 
report, iJ. 2210-2219. 2532, 2533. 

Reference to the statements of Captain Kennedy as to the number of evictions in the 
Kilrush Union; opinion that the mimber stated is very far below the nctnal number 

evicted, iWoZony 2600-2617 Freq^uency of evictions in Kilmurry parish ; witness is 

unable to state the number of such evictions, Doherty 2708-2710 Instead 01 the 
landlords having employed the people in the improvement of their estates they have been 

evicted, unemployed, and to a great extent starved, ib. 2742 Observations upon the 

subjectofthe depositions taken by witness in support of his statements as to the number 
of evictions on Colonel Vandcleur’s property', Kennedy 2885-28B8— In consequence of 
it having been represented that witness’s statements of the amount of evictions in the 
mnion were grossly exaggerated, witness has employed a professional engineer, Mr. Francis 
Coffee, to substantiate liis statements, ib. 2889, 2890. 

Application made to witness by Captain Kennedy on 1 June iSjOj fo make personal 
inquiries into the number of evictions throughout the union ; witness has employed him- 
self in those inquiries from that time to the present period, Coffee 2900, 2901 Maimer 

in which witness conducted his inquiry, ib. 2901- — Abstract showing the number of 

evictions on every* property in the Kilrush Union, ih. 2902 Result of witness s 

inquiries into the evictions in Kilrush Union ; number of evictions which have been car- 
ried out, ib. 2903-2928 Refusal of the bailiffs of certain properties to afford informa- 

tion as to the evictions ; refusal of the paupers to give information for fear of their meal 
being stopped, ib. 2929-2932. 

Frequency of parties being twice evicted from their holdings; this would account for 
double entries and extra numbers being stated, Coffee 2935-2937 Witness’s state- 

ment of the number of evictions in the union emhrace.s a longer peiiod than that of Cap- 
tain Kennedy, t6. 2938-2945 Witness has carefully examined the reports and 

statements of Captain Kennedy as to the number of evictions in the union, and finds 
them perfectly correct, ib. 2944. 3091, 3092. 3158, 3159— -Witness has inquired into 
the cases of eviction ami house levelling on Colonel Vandeleur’s property ; the number 
greatly exceeds that stated by Captain Kennedy, ib. 2951-2955, 29871-2995. 3 ,^ 37”3145 

Witness does not consider the decrease of rateable tenements a fair criterion to go 

by in calculating the number of evictions, ib. 2979. 

Witness pledges himself to the accuracy of his statements according to the best 

inforinaiioii he could obtain, Co/ee 2995-3008. 3014-3017 Assistance rendered to 

witness by Mr. Thomas Brew in his inquiries into the number of evictions in the union, 
ib. 3004, 3005— —> Explanation relative to witness’s abstract statement of the evictions in 

Kilrush Union, ib. 3009, 3010. 3123-3128 Denial of the evidence of Mr. Marcus 

Keane that the statements of Captain Kennedy as to the evictions are exaggerated, ib. 

3158, 3159 Explanation relative to the employment ot Mr. Thomas Brew to assist 

Mr. Coffee in his inquiries and report, as to the number of evictions in the union, Ken- 
nedy 3183 General abstract from report book of extent of evictions, from November 

1847 ^850, App. 247. 

•2. Evidence to the effect jhat the Statements as to the Kimher of Evictions are 
grossly exaggerated: 

A great many of the tenants described in Captain Kennedy’s report as having had their 
liouses levelled are still on the land occupying their houses, and have never left them, 

Keane 1255, 1256 Evidence showing the gross inaccuracies contained in Captain 

Kennedy’s report of 7 May 1849, as to the number of evictions which have taken place 

in Kilrush Union; they are overcharged more than one half, 1992-2068 

Remarks upon and correction of the evidence of Captain Kennedy as to the number of 

cases of eviction of tenants upon estates under witness’s agency, Keane 2537 et seq. 

In the statements made by Captain Kennedy lie has calculated the mimber of evictions 
from tiie notices of ejectment sewed upon the tenants; those notices form no proof 
whatever as to the cases of eviction, ib. 2542, 2543. 

Inaccuracies contained in the statement of Captain Kennedy, as to the number of 
evictions in the district of Moyarta; frequency of the names of the ejected tenants being 

repeated several times in that statement, Keane 2544, 2545 The steps taken by 

Captain Kennedy to obtain information as to the evictions in the union were not such as. 

to get an accurate report, ib. 2546-2548 Employment of Mr. Shannon by Captain 

Kennedy 
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jEfictions— continued. 

2. Evidence to the effect that the Statements, 8 ^c. — continued. 

Kennedy to collect informaiion as to the evictions ; false report made by Mr. Shannon, and 

steps taken by him to prop up his report by false evidence, Keane 2546. 2550-2553 

Denial of the assertion contained in Captain Kennedy’s report, that witness prevented 
shelter being given to evicted tenants, by intiinidating the tenantry under his manage- 
ment, ih. 2548, 2549 The false evidence given by the ejected tenants will account for 

•the many contradictory statements made to the Committee with reference to particular 
cases of evictions, ib. 2551-2553. 

Witness denies the general, statements made both by Captain Kennedy and other 
witnesses, that evictions and house levelling have been carried on in the Kilrush Union, 
to such an extent as to add very materially to the difficulty of carrying out the poor law, 

Keane 2554 Representation made by witness to Captain Kennedy as to the serious 

and extraordinary errors contained in his statements of the evictions and house level- 

line^ in the union, Vandeleur 2891-2893 Captain Kennedy has not taken any steps 

to '^correct those errors pointed out by witness, ib. 2893 Witness denies the cor- 

rectness of the statements of Mr. Coffee as to die number of evictions in the union, 

ib 3167-3178 Mr. Coffee has been vvilfully misled by the person who furnished him 

with his information, Mr. Thomas Brew, of Dysart ; authority on which witness makes 

this assertion, ii. 3169-3178 There is no question that evictions to a large extent 

were carried on in the union, and that necessarily, but not near to the extent stated by 

Cantain Kennedy and Mr. Coffee, ib. 3178 Satement of the number of evictions oa 

witness’s properly up to June 1849; number stated in Captain Kennedy s report, ib. 
3179-3182. 

3 . The great Kumber of Evklions Juis greatly added to the Pauperism, and em- 
barrassed the loorkvig of the P oot Imw .* 

One cause which has added to the pauperism of the union is the large number of un- 
housed poor in the union, who -have been either obliged to give up or have been turned 

out of their dwellings, Kennedy 47. 791 et seq. Before the potatoe failure they 

occupied small holdings, and almost exclusively depended upon potatoes, particularly in 

^hrS'estem part of tlie union, 48 The great number of evictions ^ the union 

mateviallt interfered with and embarrassed the working of 

—TheVesent destitution is attributable to the evictions which have taken pkee since 
the uotatoe failure in consequence of the non-payment of rent, Molony 2674--579— 
OpiLn that the amount of evictions in ICilmurry parish has_ greatly increased ti e burden 

oAhe poor law, ib. 2692-2697 The great number of evictions has mipo\ en-shed the 

union, and reduced the tenants to paupers, Doherty 2711-2715. 

4. Opinions that the Evictions that have taken place have been, beneficial to the 
Union : 

witness is occM 

cXe-tlon Fos ™„va,, as fas as they 

couldafford.iS. 1268-1278. . 

Itis witness’s opinion Aat the “f i'fno doubt 

proporlion to the extent to which evic loi lands and liouses were paupers 

Iku that vast numbers of part.es d spossessed h their 

before>ei..g evicted — 

land in consequence or then being *1,,:. .nAmmpnremem of the potato tamine; 

Great increase of evictions m the “"‘™ j ,,es, of Ireland, in oonse- 

this has also been the case in all “ Jlnmodoctive state of thelanilin cases where 
quence of the pressure, Vanddmr 199 oourse necessary for the landlord to resort 

evictions hove taken place ; ejectment was - . . ^ j ,|fo aiffionlty of administenng 

to for the good of the estate, ” 7eri^^ eviction, had not taken 

the poor law in the nnioo would have 'fte country, Keane "-664- 

plaoe ; they were absolutely necessary to the weltaie 

2558. . 3 

5 Process by which Evictions are carried out; Alterations suggeste : 

Measures which the leryvith 

"grrdro“e?tme:,tfteT^fve?yhfch to increase the misery of persons ejected, 
o.se. ^ 
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JivICTIONS — continued. 

5. Process iy which Evictions are carried out ; Alterations suggested continued. 

1207 It would be to the interest of the tenant if the landlord’s remedy with regard to 

obtaining possession were more defined and more easily enforoed, Keane 1208-1211 
Nature of ihe process by which the ejectments and evictions take place, Keane 1212- 
1231 ; Fojitiefeiir 2072-2075 Expensive nature of the process, Keane 1212-1231. 

6. T/ie Landlords find they have carried the Sdeiions too far for their own 

Interests : 

Opinion that in many instances the evictions have been carried too far for the interest 

of tlie landlords, Meehan 1989, 1990 The process of eviction is notiikely to continue 

to one-hiilf the extent to which it has gone; the landlords begin to find they have 
carried the evictions too far, Coffee 3 t 29 “ 3 ' 3 ®* 

See also Caretahers. Carrigaholt Parish. Chancery, Court of. durances. 
Compensation Alhwajices. Donagha, West. Huts. Moyarta Electoral 
Division. Nonpayment of Rent. Shannon, Mr. Sickness. Small 
Tenements. Surrender of Land, Tenants. Vagrants, 1 . 

JE^venditnre. The current expenditure of the Kilrush Union is at present 400 Z. a week 

for all purposes ; this is about 13 i?. 4 d. in the i 1 . on the valuation, Kennedy 30-36 

Reference to the statement made by witness, that the estimated expenditure for the year 
was 48,000 1, while the valuation of the entire union at the present time is not likely 

to exceed 40,000 1 , ih. 624 Witness delivers in the estimate laid before the guardians 

for striking the rate for the half year, from September 1 849 to Marcli 1850, ih. 625-;-(330 

By this estimate it appears that the total estimated expenditure for the year ending 

25th March 1850, is 48,394 1 , ib. 625 This, added to the debts of the union at that 

time, would be 80,062/., ih. 626-629. 

Tiie expenditure for the year ending 29 September 1849, amounted to 39,588/., 

Kennedy 630 Tlie portion of this expemliiure which was levied in rates within the 

union, was 16,595/., 16.631 Comparison between the expenditure of the Kilrush 

Union under the vice-guardians, and of the Ennis Union under the elected guardians, 

showing the saving and economy of the vice-giiardians’ management, ib. 2289-2294 

Evidence relative to the expenditure of the union ; explanation as to the actual expen- 
diture being so much below the estimated expenditure for the half year ending 23d 

Febinary 1850, ih. 2881-2883 Estimate of the probable expenditure for each electoral 

division of the Kilrush Union, for the year ending 25 March 1850, App. 242. 

See. also Accounts. Boardof Guardians, 1.2. Collectionof Rates. Debt. 
Economy. Finances of the Union. Grants of Public Money. Improvements. 
Officers of the Union. Rates, 2. Receipt and Expenditure. Vice- 

Guardians. 



F. 



Farmers. See Credit. Employment, % Food. Potatoes, 1 . Small Farmers. 

Farming. Opinion that if the land were properly farmed it would afford ample employ- 
ment for the population of the union, Meehan 1452. 
iSee also Cultivation of Land. Tillage. 

Fever Hospital. Existence of a small fever hospital in Kilrusli Union supported by grand 
jury piesentment, Vandeleur 1858. See also Hospitals. 

Fever Patients. Witness is not aware that it is the pmctice in Ireland to admit fever 
patients into the workhouse indiscriminately, whether paupers or not; if so, it is illegal, 
Kennedy 2462. 

Finances of the Union. Evidence in detail relative to the financial condition of the imiou 

•within the last year or two, Kennedy 624 et seg Embarrassed condition in which the 

finances of the union were left by the vice-guardians ; they had overdrawn their account, 

besides having incurred a debt of upwards of 13,000 /., Vandeleur 1673-1682. 1699 

Amount of the rates collected during the week ending 3 November 1849, the last week 

the vicc-guavdians were in office, and amount expended for relief, ib. 1706-1709 It 

■was the duty of the vice-guardians to have struck a rate, so as to have left the newly- 
elected Board funds to provide relief on their return to office, ib. 1715-1717. 

•See also Accoauts. Board of Guardians. Debt, Expenditure. Grants of 
Public Money. Rates. State of the Union, Stoppage of Out-door Relief. 
Vice-Guardians. 

Fisheries. 
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Fisheries. Many of the inhabitants of the union were supported by Hshing, but to an incon- 
siderable extent, Kennedy 49 Discontinuance of ihe fishery, in consequence oflhe dis- 

tressed state of the fishermen ; manner in which the fishery was carried on in the Shannon 

and on the coast, Meehan 1453-1480- Great number of fishermen \Tho were obliged to 

obtain ont-door relief ; they would have been willing to give up relief could they itave 

gone out to fish, ib. 1466. 1479, 1480 Large portiou of the panshioners of Kilmur^ 

who were fishermen; they are no longer able to fish for want of Moiony 2583 

Amount of the charitable fund entrusted to witness for the relief of the fishermen 

ofKilmurry: advantages which have resulted tlierefrom,_i6. 2648 Means by which 

the portion of the population who formerW lived by fishing might be restored 10 their 
occupation and rendered self-supporting, Coffee 3062-3075. 

Foley's Store. IS’ature of the fittings and works necessary to be done to the house called 
Foley’s Store to render it fit for'the purposes for which it was taken by tlie guardians, 
Kennedy 2468-2471 • 

Food. On the stoppage of out-door relief in the early part of last December, the large 
number who were in the relief list were supported by piivaie chanty, given m the shape 
of turnips ; they lived upon turnips principally, and on shell fish, and also on sea weed ; 
there was a great deal of private charity among the farmers and occupiers, Kennedy so^- 

4iq. ^28-537; Meeftan 1429-1436 Witness believes that at this period there really 

was no food in the district upon which they could subsist except turnips, Kennedy 515 

gi8 Frequency of there being a great scarcity of food throughout tlie country during 

the last two or three years, Meehan 1626-1628. 

6'ee also Dietary. Distress. Potatoes,!. 

Fuel Explanation on the subject of a deficiency of fuel having taken place at the work- 
house, Vandeleur 1822-1830. See also Warming ihe Worhhoase. 



G. 



Crorman, John. See Dietary. 

Government Aid, See Grants of Public Money. 

Grants of TMic Money. The deficiency between the Tates collected and the expenditure 
has h 4 n made up by grants and loans from the British Relief Association and fiom the 
Government: the neielsity for tMs aid from Government is not likely to decrease during 

this year, Kennedy 632-634 The force of the pressure of the .poor laws has keen very 

materially diminished by ihe fact that the Government has supplied rnore thm ha f of 
the expenditure for the relief of the poor that has been mourred during the last three 

years, li. 003-997 The grants from Government at the latter part of 1 847 certainly 

relieved ihe authorities of the union from very serious mcoiivenienee arising from the 

deficiency of funds, ib. lo 6 l-lo 66 But still even these, aided by the grants fmm tl.e 

British Relief Association, did not entirely relieve the union, as tiiere was a ''«y 

debt incurred as well, ib. Witness does not consider that the fact of these grants led 

the guardians 10 be indifferent as to the expenditure in the union, >6. 1089 

-Detail of the various grants from Government m the years 1847, 1848, and 1049, 

and also during the half year ending 25 March 1850, ib. 1075-1126. 

See also Improvements. 



H. 

Honestv Although the distress has been so great, it has not affected the moral «k^raoler 

^ oftlm people with regard to honesty ; rarity of any cases of theft, Meehan 1590-1600. 

See also Crime. 

rforoilah Sufficiency of the existing hospital accommodation in the union, PTmdeleur 

iK^nS, 1839 Iimlequacy of the hospital accommodation in the union in 1849 ; steps 

taken by the yice-ouardians to increase the accommodation, Xmaeity 2438-2447-— 
T^nsfei^r the knty fever hospital to the vice-guardians, m March 1849, ^ the 
purpose of putting cholera patients in, xb. 2454. 

See also F&oer Ho^ital Medical Officers. Mortality. 

Hvts. Nature of tlie huts or scalps erected by the people in Carrigaholt parish, to 

them Belter after being evicted, Meehan 1972-1974 Many persons ™ imnj m 

huts in the union, but not at all to the extent that has been stated, Vandeleur 2097, 
2098, 



0.52. 
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Imposition. Instances of imposition may have occorred in obtaining ont-doot relief, but to 
a very small amount; the great mass of those receiving reliet were really destitmej^^ 

Meehln 1481. 148 c; Molony 0650. cebp-abys- Frequency of cases of 

imposition i^ parties obtaining out-dqor relief, who were not entitled to it, Vandekur 
^0^^2—1951. See also Owi-rfocw Relief. 

Irrmroccmmls. Improvements which have been carried out on the estates of Mr. Westby 
and Mr, Burton ; the tenants on these estates are lire best off m the parish of Oarngaliolt , 

Meehan i4t86-i4-QO There would be no indisposition on the part of the tenants to the 

iantllords improving and draining their lands ; the tenants would not agree to an '"““aad 

rent; the present rents are high enough, iS. 1491-149? -Witness admits that Colonel 

Vandeleur spends a great deal of money m the improvement of his estate, ih. 1983-1980 

Great benefits which would result from a system of iraprovernent and employment 

beino- adopted by the landlords, ib. 1990, iQQi Employment given by the landlords 

in tlie permanent improvement of the land; amount of witness s expenditure foi the last 
five years upon labour alone, VandeleuT 2150 » 215^. 

The present uncertain tenure of land tends greatly to prevent tenants from making 

improvements, Molo?iy 2677-2690 Provided more of the Government Grant had 

been taken up by the landlords ant! expended upon permanent improvements, it would 
have repaid them in the improved value of the properties, and would have enab ed the 
poor ten^ants to have maintained themselves, Doherty 2719, 2720 — -Opinion that the land 
m Kilmurry requires draining and improving; the increased value would warrant the 

expenditure, i6. 2720-2752 Many instances have occurred of tenants, after making 

improvements, being turned out of their holdings, Coffee 2933 — "Earge capabilibes ot 
improvement within the union on which labour might be beneficially employed, ^b. 
2040-3061. 3076-3080. 3106, 3107. 

See also Barclay, Mr. George. Conwensaiion Allowances. Drainage. Eni- 
ploijment. Leases. Productive JElmployment. Rents. Tenure of Land. 

Infirm Poor. See Aged and Infirm Poor. 

Indian Meal. See Out-door Relief. 

Inquests. Particulars relative to several inquests held in Kilrush Union at which verdicts- 
of “ Died from want” were returned, Kennedy 368 et seq. 

Insecurity of Property. Great insecurity of properly in the county of C]o.xe since tlie 
potatoe failure; every farmer is obliged to keep watch over all his effects at night,. 
Keane 1183-1186. 

See also Crime. Demoralization of the People. 

Inspectors. See Poor Laxo Inspectors. 



Keane, Marcus. (Analysis of his Evidence.)-Agent over several properties in the Kilrusb 

Union 1142 Parlies to whom those properiies belong; estimated acreage thereof,. 

1143 ’1144 "Resides in Ennis Union; is in the constant habit of visiting Kilrush 

Union 1145-1147 General condition of the union during the last three years, 1148 

The greater part of the union was held in very small holdings ; the vents were 

aenerally very moderate, U48 The failure of the potato crop in 1845 a«d 1846 

caused the people a loss to the extent of many years’ rent, changed the condition of the 

whole country, and caused all the destitution which existed, 1148 Delivers m an 

abstract of inventories of the condition of certain townlands in 1846 and 1847, the 

property of the Marquis of Conyngham and Mr. Westby, 1149-1153 Explanaiiun 

relative to the preparation of that abstract, 1150-1153. 

Estimated deficiency of the potato crop in each year, from 1845 to 1849; 1154-1158 

There is no doubt that the distress that has existed in the union has been as great 

sis represented in Captain Kennedy’s reports, 1159 The distress in the union was in 

no way attributable to the hisib rents ; the rent is much less than the Government valua- 
tion 1160-1167 Great irregularity in the payment of rents; large amount of arrears ; 

the proprietors generally received about half ttie rents actually charged, 1168—1 174 
Eiequency of large amounts being spent by the proprietors in charily and improvements; 
instance of witness paving upwards of 1,500 Z. in one year, for compensation allowances, 

upon a nominal rental' of 6,000 Z.; 1171, 1172. n 7 d- 1254 Wiiness is occasionally 

compelled to evict tenants, from their allowing their lands to become unproductive, 
1176-1181 -The destitution of the union w.ould have been greater had those eject- 

ments not been made, the parties having become paupers from the failure of the potato. 
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Keo 7 ie, Marcus. (Analysis of his Evidence)— coniinwe«f. 

Great insecurity of property in the county of Clare sijice the potato failure; every 

farmer is obliged 10 keep watch over all his effects at night, 1183-1186 ^Tiiere is no 

doubt that, as a necessary consequence of the great extent of destitution, manv cases of 
absolute starvation ensue, 1187— — Since the ejectments effected by witness, the 
appearance of the country has materially improved; there is a better and mure indus- 
trious class of men in possession of the land in the union than before, 1189— —Witness 

never ejecta tenants but for the non-payment of rent, 1190-1195 Partial failure of 

the potato crop last autumn; there was a very sntall quantity cultivated; the force of 

the calamity fell upon the industrious part of the community last year, 1196—1199 

The evictions are still continuing in the union, 1200, 1201. 

It is not in the power of the landowners to make any provision for the tenants whom 

they evict, 1202 It is the practice to pull down the houses after the eviction of 

tenants ; this is absolutely necessary, in order to prerent their being reoccupied, 1203- 

1206 The present staie of the law with regard to ejectments tends very much to 

increase the misery of persons ejected, 1207 -It would be to ihe interest of the tenant 

if the landlords^ remedy, with regard to obtaining possesion, were more defined and 
more easily enforced, 1208-1211 — —Process necessary to be taken in ejecting tenants; 
expensive nature thereof, 1212-1231 — —Observations relative to the leiting of land to 
cottier tenants ; rents paid by that class of tenants; previous to the failure they were 

as profitable as any other class of tenants, 1232-1238 Many houses pulled down on 

the eviction of the tenants on the estates under witness’s muiiagement, 1239, 1240 

In no instance was there any other consideration besides rent in money paid for the 
occupations on the estates with which witness is connected, 1241, 1242. 

Large amount of money paid by witness to ejected tenants as compensation on their 

leaving ilie estate, 1243-1254 A great many of the tenants described in Captain 

Kennedy’s report as having had iheir houses levelled are still on the land, occupying 

their houses, and have never left them, 1255, 1256 Improvement of estates under 

witness’s agency by drainage works; instance of i,oooZ. having been expended by one 
proprietor within the last twelve months upon a rental of 6,oooZ.; 1 257-1261 ^Impos- 

sibility of the proprietors giving much employment, from the great reduction of their 

incomes, 1262 Enormous amount of the poor rates payable by the lantlloids in 

Kilrush Union for small tenements and for lands unoccupied, 1263-1267 The utmost 

consideration has been shown for the feelings and wants of the evicted tenants by the 
propiietors in granting them compensation for their removal, 1268-1278. 

Total absence of any amount of agrarian outrage caused by ejectment in the Kilrush 

Union, 1279-1282 Gross exaggerations contained in Captain Kennedy’s report as to 

the proportion of the houses which were occupied by the poorer tenantry in the Kiliusb 
Union having been demolished ; they are exaggerated fully to the extent of double, 
1283-1320. 

[Second Examination.] — Explanation as to a portion of the abstract delivered in by 

■witness of the condition of certain towniauds in 1846, 1847, and 1850; 1321-1324^ 

Compensation paid to ejected tenants by proprietors, 1325-1339 Granting compen- 

sation to evicted tenants on their leaving ihe estate does not throw the burden of their 

maintenance unfairly upon other proprietors in the electoral division, 1330-1337 

Liberality of Colonel Wyndham in assisting the emigration of pauper tenants, 1334, 

Giving leases generally to the smaller tenantry would be an encouragement lo them to 

improve their land, and would render them self-supporting, 1337-1340 The country, 

can never prosper until the giving of leases becomes the general custom, 1339 Pre- 

valence of the Kundale system ibroughout Kilrush Union; endeavours of the proprietors 
to upset it, 1341, 1342— Contradiction of the statements in Captain Kennedy’s corre- 
spondence, that the destitution in the Kilrush Union was caused by the severe tyrannical 

conduct of the landlords, i343eise«^. It was not the paying of a rack rent which 

caused destitution in the union ; the rents paid by the occupiers were, upon an average, 

under the Governm.ent valuation, 1343, 1344 Witness can prove that the loss 

sustained by the population in the failure of the potato •A'as the cause of all the desti- 
tution, 1343. 1360. 

Denial of the statement of Captain Kennedy as to the extent to wliich the wmk-rent 

system prevailed in Kilrush Union, 1344-1346 The conacre system is a desprrateiy 

bad one from first to last, and is calculated to retard any advancement in tlie stale of the 
people, 1347-1354 The holding of the potato land under the conacre system is com- 
pulsory upon the landlords, 1355-1358 Witness admits that the amount of distress 

existing in ilie union was not at all exaggerated in Captain Kennedy’s report; it would 

be very difficult 10 overrate it, 1359 It is witness’s opinion that the increase of the 

burthen upon the poor rate has been in proporliou to the extent to which evicuons took 

place, 1361 There is no doubt but tliat vast numbers of those parties deprrvecl of 

their land and houses were paupers before being evicted, 1361 Manner in which out- 

door relief was afforded in Kilrush Union ; frequency of parties in possession of land 
obtaining relief, 1361-1373. 

0.52. M H [Third 
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Kerne, Marcs. (Analysis of Ws 

[Third Examination.]— Uemarks “P®"’ “ tenants upon estates under witness’s 

Kennedy, as to the "«niber 0 S sLtIment ot Captain Kennedy as 10 the clearances 

agency, 2537_et 5 e§. Denial 0 levelled by the landlord, or Ins agent, 253^ 

effected at Kilf^era ; not one sing nulled down by the people themselves, who 

The whole of the houses !"<='“ ,538-05+/— lu tite statements 

received cooipensmion for ‘ ‘1. Xied the number of eviolions from the notioes 

made by Captain Kennedy, he has no proof whatever as to the 

of ejectment served "P“" ‘^'/[ll^Mccmaoies contained in the statement of Captain 
cases of eviction, 2542? 2543 . . ■ diatrict of Moyarta; frequency of the 

Kennedy, as to the number of ' staLmeat, 25V, 2545 - , 

names ot ejected tenai^s being rep nhtain inforniaiion as to the evictions m the 

The steps taken by Captain Kennedy Employment of Mr. 

union were not such ns to get au Xf Mormarionl to .he evictions; false report 
Shannon, by Captain Kennedy, up his report by false evidence, 

made by Mr. tL fshTitiol contained in Captain Lnn. 4 y’s report, that 

5546. 2660 -S 563 — yXXXvicted tenants, hy intimidating the tenantry under 

witness prevented shelter being given to ^ evidence given by the ejected tenants will 

his management, S6+8, '^ 549 --— tl,e Committee with reference to 

account for the 'i'/“y Poverty has very considerably demoralised 

particular cases of evictions, 2 o 5 l --553 J 

the people in the union, 2553 - , p 5 Captain Kennedy and other 

Wllness denies the general staterneits carried^ on in the Kilrnsh Umon 

witnesses, that evictions and house , difficulty of carrying out the poor law, 

tosnchanexte.it »s to add very mate ally to llm r,^on would have been 

"-664 'the difflcuhy ot lee they weie abs^^ 

vastly greater if “P™ 

welfare of ihe country, 2664 5 ,.f,rtive in that respect, 2556 Encouragement 

clause; opinion that the hv affordinv them compensation, 2559-2565 

!i!lTL:.rir:^rhrrullh”ls'S%^^^ .i-s hecome s^ttUd .he making of 

leases will he very generalthroughont the county of Clare, 6 3 - 

K- Mr Reference to tlie properties under the management ot Mr. Keane ; number 
oThouJe s th« ha beau levellLl o'!! those estates. Coffee 2946-296O. 

° SeTSslc]eZnces,l. I)oaagha,West. Emclnms, 1, 

My. Captain Mur Ed^arei. w'ltoesi 

of ^^7“ *“!!i^rtThe .1- vUnest'ente^^^ the inspeetion of the 

performs as inspector 5-9— At tne w guardians, 1 1 ^Vice- 

Kilrush Umon it was under the ma ^ ,.ATY>nined till November 1849 ; since that 

guardians were appointed ^ 13— 

period the umon has reverted o -n for the formation of a new umon; 

^L,e umon was subdivided on =^9 Kilrush Union as 

a portion of it was taken away, 14 5 v witness took the management of it in 

computed its conditioX^^PX as then constituted contained a population of 
iTof ^pon^’n r oTh8,ooo -s .he ~ w .oh was 69,00 

r5_Sh„rtly prior ,o *Xroie .ta/in receS^^^ the Temporary Llief 

. r?VdmSte?ed^'7 !oS oommittees and controlled by a finance ccnrmittee; the 

the collection was insufficient to meet X77„o7ers™” with a population of 

The woikhouse soon became gorged, and X-ig— -The mortality in 

till it reached upwards of 30,000 ; this was .n J“ly ' 049 , '5 ^ 4 

accommodation exclusive ot the wort _ - , oi_oc ^The numbers 

SSSi’SsiasiSEfs 

„luation one-third, ot perhaps to 30,000 1 . ; 26-30 33-36 ^ “n 

the Kilrush Union is at present 400 1 - a week for all purposes; this us ' 3 “;^ 4 “- 

the pound on the valuation, 30-36 G>'eat mortality of the union m 1847, d ^ e 
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Remedy, Captain Arihur Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence)— coBtiimcii. 

therein in 184S, and great decrease therein in 1849 ; it has again increased to a great 
extent in the present year, 1850 ; table delivered in of the mortality for the years 1847, 

1848 and 1849 : 36-43 Witness delivers in an abstract of all rates struck since the 

formkion of the union up to March 1849; 43-46 ™ ^ fhle showin| 

the decrease in the numberof holdings under 4/.; at and above 4/. and under 5?.; at and 
above 5 1 . mid under 6 L, and so on up to at and above 15 ; 46- 

The vast amount of pauperism in the union of Kilrush, as compared with the rest of 
Ireland, witness attributes principally to the want of employment, 46- Another cause 
which has added to it, is the large number of unhoused poor m the union who have been 
either obliged to give up or have been turned out of their dwellings, 47- betoie the 
potato failure they otaipied small holdings, and almost exclusively depended upon 
potatoes, particularly in the western portion of the union, 48 — -Many of them were 

supported by fishing, but 10 an inconsiderable extent, 49 They have also been 

ernployed in cutting turf, and this is also the support of a very great number still, this 

affords them a most miserable subsistence, 49-55 ^The conacre system is very 

in the Kilrush Union ; the rents paid were sometimes 2 I, 3 4 or 4 1 . an acre , “e and 
was generally rented from middlemen, 56-S2. 79-89— When the potato fadeil these 
rents were still due, and they were liable to be evicted for nonpayment of them, 63-67 

Taking the average land of tlie union, and the prseiit price ol produce, witness 

would say that 15s. an acre would be a good rent for the l^d, 68-71- There is no 
use in the conacre system in the Kilrush Union now, 7=-—^“'™? '648 and 1849 thm 
were considerable portions taken in that way, by people who attempted to cultivate 
potatoes, but the pitaioes would not grow, and this brought rum upon them and they 

were nerfectlv incapable of paying rent, 72, 73 It was lormerly the custom tor the 

holdefs of conacre to give so many days’ labour m hen of rent; this would not be prac- 
ticable now, as there is no employment for them, 74-7»- 

Of the large iinmher of persons witness has described as in the receipt ot ont-door 
relief at different times, a very small per-centage had land, 90, 9'"— 
lion of this mass of the population has returned to the occupation and / 

a very hu ge number of them are at this moment m a starving state, 92-98 
L rdie gfven now, except under the first section of the Act, 94—Thcre ts ‘he principal 

woikbouleand six ’auxiliary buildings, 99— ^l-tuanons lu ‘ 

list between July 1849 and the present time, 100, 101 — ^Many of those who nave 
received relief have produced certificates of having given up 

relief that has been afibrded to out-door paupers, has been one pound ol Indian meal tor 
all over nine years, and Haif a 9-^"? mo— 

iHsaSs-ndifif^^ 7“ 

were receiving relief afterwards mT In^ ectr BouaT™ the '™tohed 

concurs entire y in the repmt recently ^ M p^ ,,„„espomls with the evidence 

*"'^tatom™?,lfdetmra£wing «l.e total adrances g^ jtomjd^the^t^^^^^ 

expenditure, and /“i; 'J;' deficiency was added to“thc debts 

184S to the quarter ending 29 September _ ^9 ’ . i88-iq6 The rates struck have 

of the union, which have been continually mclM collected during the period; 

been well collected; even ''‘g'tor There is no doubt the rates have pressed 

rates which were struck, 197--11. 219 53 instance of anybody being ruined 

heavily on the people ; but witness does no place at^ the latte? end of 

by them, 212-220. 252, 253 Correspondence which toot pia j Commis- 

f849 beJweeii the Board of Guardrails of 

sioners relalive to the levy /orresoondence and letters from ihe Boards 

reports to the Commissione.s, together ^ population of the Kilrosh 

Untoraad^hrmiferabir^ of '"^^''^''state 

0.52. 
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Kennedy, Captain Arthur Edxcard. (Analysis of his Evidence)— coniinwed. 

State of the workhouse aud auxiliaries upon Tuesday i January 1850; number of 
occupants at night, p. 30. 

rSecond Examination.]— Correction of former evidence relative to the stoppages of 

out.door relief which took place at the end of the year 1849 ; 273, 274 During the 

periods that the out-door relief was more or less stopped, there was also a reduction in 
the dietary of the workhouse; nature of this reduction, and changes which were madem 

the dietary 27-t-30i This reduction and change was a matter of necessity, and was 

not donebv aiy .ninute of the Board, 286-296: Immediately after these chanps m 

the dietary “dysentery set in, and prevailed extensively m the workhouse ; there had been 

some before, but il was increased by Ibis change, 302-30S -Many persons were 

deterred from coming into the workhouse in consequence ol the change ot dietary, as 
they feared they would run the risk of being attacked with dysentery, 309-327-- — 
Increase of the workhouse accommodation in the Kilrush Union which has taken place 
from time to time, 328-349- 354"366 Reasons why witness considers that the pro- 

vision of workliouse accommodation will always deier applications tor teller, 349"353* 



362-366. 

In consequence of ilie stoppage of out-door rtdief and the alterations of the dietary of 
in-door riaupers, the out-door paupers, 10 the amount of 11,000 or 12,000 persons, 

suffered fearfully, and many of them died, 367, 36S Particulars relative to several 

inquests which we.e held about this iieriod, in which verdicts oi died for want were 

returned, 368 et sea. Case of a man named Austin Costello, who after his death was 

found to have had is. 8rZ. in his possession, although the^ verdict on the inquest was, 

“ Died from ihe effects of hunger and cold,” 369-379 Evidence relative to the case ol 

38 paupers who had applied for relief in December 1849, but whose applications, m_ con- 
sequence of the enormous number of applicants at the same time, were not entertained; 
these persons were afterwards drowned in crossing the ferry, 382-413- — It is a part ot 
the instructions to relieving officers, that in cases of urgent necessity they should give an 

order for admission without seeing the guardians, 403-409 Witness believes that on 

many occasions paupers have been brought to ilie workhouse and sent away again witli- 

out their cases being decided on or heard, 414-416 Witness would not say that cases or 

applicants have been often neglected by the guardians, but certainly they have some- 
times been so ; attendance of the guardians at the Board, 417-458. 

Explanation relative to the statement made in the report of Mr. Lynch, on 13 Decem- 
ber 1849, that “ there are over lOO persons huddled together in the out-offices of a house 
in the village of Doonbeg ; they were lately evicted, and among the number t saw no 

description of food but a few very inferior turnips,” 459 et seq. These offices or houses 

were originally taken about ihe i6tli October 1849, by the relieving officer, with the 
consent of the vice-guardians, to provide shelter for somewhere between 400 or 500 per- 
sons about to be evicted ; the whole expense of the house was 7 s. 6 ti. a week, 459-507 

When out-door relief was stopped in the early part of last December, the large 

numberwho were in the relief list were supported by private charity, given in the shape 
of turnips ; they lived upon turnips principally, and on shell fish, and also on sea weed ; 
there was a great deal of private charity among the farmers and occupiers, 5®6“6'3* 
528-537- There was a great change for the worse in the appeaiunce of the people at 
the expiration of the month or six weeks for which the out-door relief was stopped, 514 

Wiiness believes that at this period there really was no food in the district upon 

which they could subsist, except turnips, 515-518 Witness does not tiiink that any 

potatoes were consumed at that period ; even comfortable farmers did not consume any 
potatoes at that time, 519— —Subsequent events that have happened sliow that at that 

period there was a considerable amount of potatoes in the district, 520 They were 

generally kept under tlie beds of those who had them; very few of them were pitted 

out of doors, 521-523 There was no very great increase of theft or crime during 

the period of this distress, 524-527 Thesinall farmers themselves were suffering very 

severely, 528-537. 

Ko considerable number of deaths took place immediately cunseq^nent upon the cessa- 
tion of out-door relief, but witness thinks it was the cause of subsequent mortality, 538- 

552.582-593 The number of deaths in the workhouse had undoubtedly something 

to do with the disinclination of the people to go into it, 553 One of the principal 

causes of objection to going into the woikhouse is the want of sufficient warmth in the 

workhouses, tlie people being always accustomed to a large supply of fuel, 554"oSo 

Witness is of opinion that sufficient fires are not kept up in the Kilrush Union work- 

house, 558. 570-580 But, generally speaking, no fault can be found with the work- 

house, 568 The weekly cost of maintenance per head in the Kilrush workhouse has 

varied ; sometimes it has been as low as \od., and as Irish as \s. ^d.\ 581— —How far 
the rate of mortality may be said to he high in the Kilrush Union as compared witli 

other unions in Clare, 594-614 Medical relief afforded in the Kilrush Union, 615- 

623. 

[Third Examination.] — Further evidence relative to the financial condition of the union 
within ihe last year or two, 624 etseq . — —Reference to the statement made by witness, 
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Kennedi/, Captain Arthur JLdward, (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

in his former examination, that the estimated expenditure for the year was 48,000/., 
white the valuation of the entire union at the present time is not likely to exceed 

40,000/.; 624 Delivers in the estimate laid before the p:iiardians fur striding the rate 

for the half-year from September 1849 to March 1850; 625-630- — By this estimate it 
appears that the total estimated expenditure for the year ending 25 March 1850 is 

48,394 1 . ; 625 This, added 10 the debts of the union at that time, would be 80,062 /., 

626-629 The expenditure for the year ending 29 September 1849 amounted to 

39>5S8 /.; 630 The portion of this expenditure wdiich was levied iu rates within the 

union was 16,595 /. ; 631 The deficiency was made up by grants and loans from the 

British Relief Association and I'rom the Government; the necessity for this aid from 

Government is not likely to decrease during this year, 632-634 Amount of the 

poundage rate levied within the union during the Iasi three years; amount of the rates 
collecte'^ in the same period ; arrears left 29 September 1849; 635-646. 

Return showing the total amount of raies struck and collected in the union oflCilrush, 
in the several years ending 29 September i 847 > 1848, and 1849 stating their average 
poundage rate on the valuaUon of the union; and likewise the total amount of money 

expended in relief and the sources from whence the deficiency was made up, p. 55 

Highest poundage and lowest poundage of the rates made in each of these years respec- 
tively, in any electoral division, 647-649 Highest and lowest poundage rate in any 

electoral division of ihe estimated expenses for the half year ending March 1850 ; 650- 

6^2 Further evidence relative to tiie cases of applicants for relief from certain districts 

not having been considered on different days by the Board of Guardians, 653-688 

Practice pursued in the Kilrtish Union of discharging paupers on the Saturday for the 
purpose of misleading the Commissioners by exhibiting a. false view of ihe number m 

the house; view witli which witness supposes this praciice is pursued, 689-766 

Opinion that it was good policy, even when it was found that the relief list was decreasingv 
still to give out-door relief, »ud to keep up a very large number of vacancies iu the 
w’orkhou'se, and not to give orders for admission into the 1101156,766-790. 



Witness attributes a very large proportion of the overwhelming increase of pauperism, 
in the Kilrush Union, to the number «if evictions and houses levelled, as referred to in 

his reports to the Poor-law Commissioners, 791 et seq. Data upon which witness 

drew out the lists forwarded by him to the Commissioners as to the number of evictions; 
reference to the contradiction of witness’s statements by Colonel Vandeleur, as to their 
accuracy also reference to the statement of Mr. Marcus Keane as to their being very 

inaccurate, and exaggerated, 794-820. 998-1048 ^Evidence relative to particular cases 

of evictions, giving an idea of the extent to which certain portions of the Kiliush Union 

have been cleared of human habitations within llie last three years, 821 et seq. 

Instance of the townland of Shandrum, comprising about 400 acres, upon which forty- 
four houses were levelled within a short perioil, giving shelter to sixty laimlies, 821-831 
Instance also of the townland of Kilclohan, 831-836 In some cases where evic- 
tions take place small suras of money are given to the parties evicted, but they are quite 
inadequate to procure tliem house shelter anywhere else, except for a few months, 836- 
84o-~There has been very little emigration from the district of Kilmurry, during the 
last three years so that, to whatever extent the population may have decreased, it has 

principally arisen from the extreme suffering of tlie poor, 841-843 Instaiices of 

•extreme suffering in the district of Kilmurry, consequent upon the evictions, 844-850. 

The common cause of the dispossession of the tenants in the Kilrush Union has been 

the non-payment of rent, 851 The landlords have usually allowed ihe tenants to 

remain as W as the rent has been regularly paid, 852 Witness has heard of m- 

stances to the contrary, hut thinks they are very few, 852 The difficulty about the 

payment of the rent has most decidedly arisen from the failure of the potato, 853 

Measures wliich the landlords resort to for the dispossession of the tenants when the 
rents are not paid, 854-859 Witness believes that in most cases of the.e dispos- 

sessions the bailiffs or drivers have strict orders that none of those evicted shall be 
allowed to ^et shelter unon the townland, or other property froin which they are evicted, 

860 et sea ^ In case of persons sheltering them, witness lias known instances of iheir 

houses bmng pulled down also, 861-866. 900-9\^ Tl'e whole family of the persons 

so dispossessed usually become vagrants within the union ; they apply 10 the guardians 
^nd uLally obtain out-door relief; generally miserable condition of tliese parties, 867- 
890.895-899-928-942. 01, , -.i 



Opinion that the population of the Kilrush Union since ] 841 has decreased consider- 
ably more than one-fo!irth, 891-894 A very great number of the evictions ol which 

witness has been speaking have taken place on estates under the mimagemeiit of the 

Court of Chancery; in foct, the larger proportion, 919-927 

remembers an instance of agrarian outrage since lie fust went into the Kilrush Union, 

The pauperism of the Kilrush Union, which consists m a great part either of 

able-bodied persons and their families, or of those who have been able-bod^d, has been 
occasioned by the general absence of employment for the able-bodied labouier»in the 
.union Q44— Had employment been generallyfound and given from the commence- 
• 0.52. 
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Captain Arthur Mward. (Analysis of his Evidence)-con<iraieA 
meat of the famine to the able-bodied labourers of the umon, half 
well as a mat part of the suffering that has prevailed, might have been prevented, 945 
—Therf are great natural resources existing in the union, which 

the means of productively employing tlie able-bodied population, 946 Drainage 
mieht have been very advantageously carried out, 947-909. 

The labourers generally are willing to work ; witness has heard the contrary stated, 
but his own experience leads him to think that they are desirous of obtaining work, 9;0 
pf,_Tliey certainly did not behave well, and did very little work when the public 
works were goino- on, tat witness hardly considers this a liiir mode of judging, 976-989 
—Alto £ thS Kilrush Union is concerned the pressure of the poor law has not operated 
as a stimulus to the landowners or the landlords to give the employment that might have 

been afforded aoo-oga The force of this pressure has been very materially diminished 

by the fact lhafthe'Lvernmeut has supplied more 

rdief of tiie poor that has been incurred during the last thiee jears, 993 99, 
Mence as to the overcrowding of the workhouses during the administration of the 
vice-guardians, 1049-1054. 

rFouith Examination.]— Correspondence between witness and 'he Poor 
sioLrs relative to the overcrowding of the workhouses in the Kilrusli Union, 1055- 

,060 The grants from Government at the latter part of 1847 certamly relieved the 

authorities in the union from very serious luconvenience arising from the deficiency of 
funds 1061-1066- — Bin still, even these, aided by the grants from the British Relief 
Asscciation did not entirely relieve the union, as there was a large debt incurred as well, 

1061-1066 Witness does not consider that the fact of these grants led the guard ians 

to he indifferent as 10 the expenditure in the union, 1067-1083. 1089.— Detail of the 
various grants from Government in the years 1847, 1848, and 1849 and also during the 

oe Mflrr'h i8t;o- lo'T'i-iiae Return showing the number of rated 

tenements in ea^ch of the electoral divisions of ihe Kilrush Union for years 1846, 
i8a7 1848 184Q, and 1850, showing the decrease therein since 1846, 1127 1134 
LeUers fVom relieving officers of the Kilrush Union, showing the state of the union on 
21 December 1849; 1138-1141. 

rFifth Examination.]— List of houses levelled on Mr. McDonnell’s property, of which 
Mr Marcus Keane is agent, about March 1850 ; explanation relative to these evictions, 

2ifi2-2i/iQ Evidence in support of the statement contained in witness .s report as to 

the number of evictions on the estates under Mr. Keane’s agency ; nature of the inquiry 
instituted by witness to ascertain the accuracy of his statement, 2160-2235 Observa- 
tions with regard to the cases of voluntary surrender of holdings by tenuuts upon 

receiving compensation, 2182-2184 frequency of evicted tenants being permitted to 

remain in the occupation of their houses, as caretakers ; this has been the case m 
a considerable proportion of the evictions stated by witness to have taken place, 2i«b, 

2ign- Reference to the evidence of Colonel Vandeleur as to evictions on his estate, 

remarks explanatory of this evidence, and in support of witness s statement ot the 

number of ejectments on that estate, 2210-2219 The non-payment of rent was 

invariably the cause of the evictions, although instances have occurred of ejectments 
where no rent was due, 2220. 

The levelling cf houses has greatly induced disease and deaih in the union, 2221, 

2S22 The great number of evictions in the umon materially interfered with and 

embarrassed the working of the poor law, 2221. 2234 Dismissal of the I 3 oard ot 

elected guardians by the Commissioners for the non-coliection of the rales, or not pro- 
viding funds ; not one-half of the rate of 15,000 1 . which was struck by the Bonrd was 

collected when they weut out of office, 2236-2238 Arrears of rates left uncollected 

hv the vice-guardians on going out of office to the amount of 4,000/.; proportion 01 tins 

amount whicli has been collected by the present Board, 2239-2246 Circumstances 

under which the new elected guardians allowed the treasurer to stop a larger sum 

weekly from the remittances than he was entitled to do, 2247 Although witness 

explained to the Board that the treasurer was unjustifiable in impounding those monies, 

still they took no steps to come to any arrangement, 2247 Reduction of the poundage 

allowed to the collectors by the new Board of Guardians ; this was a most injudicious 

measure; the collectors are less efficient, 2248-2268 The vice-guardians were more 

successful in the collection of the rates than the elected guardians, 2269-2288. 

Comparison between the expenditure of the Kilrush Union, under the vice-guardians, 
and of the Ennis Union, under the elected Board of Guardians, showing the saving and 

economy of the vice-guardians’ management, 2289-2294 Witness never had any 

intention to embarrass the proceedings of the newly-elected Board, on their succeeding 
the vice-«uardi!ins ; on the contrary, be afforded them every assistance, 2295, 2296. 2301 

General discontent among the'paid officers of the union with the proceedings of the 

elected guardians on their return to office, in consequence of the reduction of their 

salaries, 2297-2300 The Board of Guardians never became personally responsible 

for the expendiiuTC for supplies in December 1849 5 Colonel Vandeleur s evidence^on 
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thl« -nWect is incorrect, 2<i02-2333 ^Tliere was nothing more than the usual contract 

2,tered into, thaf.he supplies shall be paid for out of .he hrst p.-oceeds 

of the rate which became available, 2302-2333. 

Appointmeirt of Mr. Shannon as a paid officer of the 
produced on his application for employment, 2334. 2342 -354 - p’ 

never a paid servant of tlie Poor-law Co|nniissioner3, 2334, 233o -he never was 

Mr. Shannon by wi.ness to make inquiries into the =''‘<=‘'™Vrntllforof the of 

witness’s clerk, 2336-2341. 2368-2372. 2374-2411 ,.nmniumcaUon with the 

Colonel Vandeleur, that Mr. Shannon had any connexion 01 

Lfmerick newspapm, 2356-2365— Circumstances attending the ^agna^n f office 
hv’ Mr Shannon 2366-v-Exlraots from the minutes of the Board ot (luardiaii., or me 
5?h and lyX ifoiminber ,849. rehative to the proposed aWO-f-" 

Schoolmistress; abandonment of the proposal, m consequence ot 

of the union. 2373 Nature of Mr. Shannon’s duties, as superintendent of labour in 

the union ; amount of his salary, 2379-2393. . 

RHtterinir letter received by the vice-guardians from the Poor-law Commissioners, 
expressing their general approval of their administration of ihe 
p 0/1 lo—— Defeciiv© Wcutniiiff of the workhouse; insufficiencv ot 

?uel 24.3-t43l— to tie in-door and out-door medical reliet allowed lu he 

union 2432 St w. Copy of the instructions issued by tlie vice-guardians for m edical 

officers employed in the union; witness is favourable to tins system, 243 -437^^^^^ 

Inadequacy J ilie hospital accommodation of the union in 1849 ; 

the accommodation; appointment ot additional metiica officeis y g 

2438-2447 Nature of the out-door medical relief alimveci in ihe union ’“'"a 

of imposition did occur in obtaining .his relief, 2447-2468 Traiister ol Uie County 

Ferr'Ho pdal to the vice-guardianl in March 1849, for ffie 

Patients ii. 2454 Particulars relative to the appointment by the vlce-guardians ot me 

S a oLmc'rthe union to the superintendence of *e fever 
tional salary; no portion of this 

“t'tire'rt 

whether paupers or not; if so it is illegal, 2462. 

Spo^he subject of 

paupe, /receiving out-dom relief, 2480- 

retained as a collector after his delinquency or neglect, 2491-2494. 

Discrepancy between the statement f Jf^lj^^West ffieVop^^f 

persons expelled from their gd ^tncss rests his slate- 

Westby and Mr. Morony, 2495 2498 reconcile this statement with that 

ment as to the number of evictions ; far witness ^ expelled 

made by Mr. Keane, 3498-2^4 --— , . „imess’s report of Moyarta 

and number of houses levelled on the townlando y . depositions on which 

is erroneous to a great extent, 2505, 2506 Delivers m cermiu ucg 

witasftods hi statement as the number of evictions 

Witness is inspector of Kildysart Union ; aVeS?l^fT,e^™ious SplformS 

the unions of Kilrush and Emus, ®60^26' 1 ^jj^ture ot the duties of temporary in- 

vice-guardians for receiving ap,ffica- 

0.52. “ “ + 
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Remedy y Captain Arthur Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continueti. 

tions for relief were those prescribed by the rules of the Poor-law Commissioners, 2520-. 

2522 Practice of the guardians to order temporary relief before the cases were visited 

by the relieving officers; this must necessarily be the case from the size of the relieving 

officers’ districts and the cumber of applicants, 2523, 2524 Witness has never been 

considered, by the paid officers or paupers, in the light of a court of appeal from the 
guardians; nor has he ever wished to assume that position, 2526, 2527 — -The opera- 
fion of the clause rating the owner of tenements under 4 1, induces excessive evictions,. 

2528-2531 The 4 /.rating clause did not produce evictions previous to the potato 

failure, as the poor-rate was then merely nominal, 2530, 2531 — —Reference to the- 
evidence of Colonel Vandeleur upon the subject of evictions in the union ; explanation as 

to the number of cases stated by witness in his report, 2532, 2533 Greater attention 

has been paid to the administration of the poor law since the unions were subdivided and 

the area ot taxation narrowed, 2534 Evils which have resulted from the subdivision 

of unions and reduction of the area of taxation, 2535, 2536. 

[Sixth Examination.]— Evidence relative to the expenditure of the union ; explanation' 
as to the actual expenditure being so much below tlie estimated expenditure for the half 

year ending 23 February 1850 ; 2881-2883 Delivers in the testimonials with reference 

to the character of Mr. Shannon, presented by him to the Board of Guardians, on apply- 

incr for the office of inspector to superintend the relief works, 2884 Depositions takeu 

hy witness in support of his statements as to the number of evictions on Colonel Vande- 

lem’s property, 2885-2888 In consequence of it having been represented that witness’s 

statement of the amount of evictions in the union were grossly exaggerated witness has 
employed a professional engineer, Mr. Francis Coffee, to substantiate his statements, 
2889, 2890. 

[Seventh Examination.] — Explanation relative to the employment of Mr. Thomas 
Brew, to assist Mr. Coffee in his inquiries, 3183. 

jfennedr/. Captain, Board of Guardians, 9. 4. Burke, Mr. Clearances,!. 2. 
Clothing. Dietary. Discharging Paupers. Distress. Donagha, West. 
Evictions,!. 2. Landlords. Mortality. Bates, 2. Shannon, Hr. Work- 
rent. 



Kilclohan. Evidence relative to the extent to which houses have been levelled in the 
townland of Kilclohan, Kennedy 831-836. 

Kilftra. See Clearances, 2. 

Kilmurry Parish. There has been very little emigration from the district of Kilmurry 
during the last three years, so that, to whatever extent the population may have decreased,, 

it has principally arisen from the extreme suffering of the poor, Kennedy 841-843 

Instances of extreme suffering in the district of Kilmurry consequent upon the evictions, 
ib. 844-850. See also Collection of Bates. Evictions, 1. 3. Fisheries. 



Labourers. Willingness of the poor of Kilrush Union to work, could they obtain employ- 
ment, KennecZy 970-975 ; Meehan 1498-1502; 3099, 3100 They certainly did 

not behave well, and did very little work when the public works were going on, but 

witness hardly considers this a fair mode of judging, Kennedy 976-989 Previously to 

the potato failure there was no such class as a purely labouring class in the union ; every 
man was a landholder, Vandeleur 2089, 2090. 

See also Able-bodied Poor. Drainage. Employment, Productive Employment. 
Wages, 

Landlords. Contradiction of the statements in Captain Kenuedy’s correspondence, that the 
destitution in the Kilrush Union was caused by the severe tyrannical conduct of the 

landlords, Keane 1343 et seq. There has been great mismanagement on the part of 

the landlords, Meehan 1640 The landlords have been severe sufferers from the effects 

of the potato failure, Vandeleur 2118-2120— No works have been undertaken by the 

proprietors in Kilmurry parish ; there are no resident landlords, ilfo/owy 2653-2655 

Very little assistance is given by the landlords to the distressed tenants by way of employ- 
ment, 2716-2718. 

also Chancery, Court of. Clearances. Compensation Allowances. Conacre 
System. Emigration. Employment, 2. Evictions. Improvements. Bates. 
Rents. Small Tenements. 

Leases. Opinion that the giving of leases generally to the smaller tenantry would he an 
encouragement to them to improve their land, and would render them self-supporting, 
Ken7/c 1337-1340— The country can never prosper until the giving of leases becomes 

the 
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Leases — continued. 

the general custom, Keane 1335— The want of longer tenure in their land by tenants is a 
great bar to the improvement of their holdings; they being merely tenants at will are 

Uable to increased rent, il/eeAcn 1503-1549 Witness is not aware of any leasehold 

tenants in the county of Clare who became tenants at will on the expiration of their 

leases, ib. 1624, 1625 Instance of the refusal of Colonel Vandeleur to renew the 

lease of a tenant, Anthony Garry, after he had greatly improved the land, ib. 1977-1980 

There is no doubt but that as soon as the times become settled the making of leases 

•will be very general tbroughout the county of Clare, Keane *2563. 

See also Tenure of Land. 

Levelling Houses. See Clearances, Kviciions, 

Local Committees. Local committees are not appointed in the electoral divisions for the 
purpose of investigating the cases of paupers applying for out-door relief; the system 
did not work well when adopted, Vandeleur 1881-1884-^— Difficulties in the way of 
settling applications for relief by local committees in the electoral divisions of the union, - 
ib, 1893-1897.- — See also Apj^lications for Helief. Temporary Relief Act, 

Lynch, Mr.. See Auxiliary Homes (Doonbeg). 



Macnamara, Sir Hruion. See Hoard of Chiardians, 4. 

Marriages and Births. Decrease in the number of marriages and births in Kilraurrj^ 
parish ; this may account for a portion of the decrease in the population, Molony 2663- 
2668. 

Medical Charities. Opinion that it -w'ould be an advantage if all the medical charities of 
the union were consolidated, and placed under the management of the poor-law guardians, 
Vandeleur 1S58, 1859. 

Medical Officers. Observations relative to the appointment, by the vice-guardians, of the 
union medical officer as medical officer to the workhouse hospital, and also the County 
Fever Hospital, Vandeleur 1860-1876 Communication made by witness upon the sub- 

ject to Mr. Lynch, who advised the medical officer to send in his resignation; the 

appointment was a most tremendous job, i860, 1861 Appoiutment of additional 

medical officers by the vice-guardians in 1849, Kennedy 2438-2447 Particulars rela- 

tive to the appointment of the medical officer of the union to the superintendence of the 
Fever H ospiial with an additional salary ; no portion of this extra salary was received by 
him, as he gave up his claim when the elected Board came into office, ib. 2455-2461. 

6’ee also Dispensaries. 

Medical Belief. Evidence as to the medical relief afforded in the Kilrusli Union, Kennedy 

615-623 iNature of the hospital accommodation and medical attendance provided for 

the pau'pei-s by the vice-guardians; great abuses in the system, Vandeleur 1835 No 

medical attendance or sick diet is given to out-door paupers ; the practice is to remove all 

the sick into the hospital of the workhouse, ib. 1840-1859 How far the practice of 

giving orders for extra nourishment prevailed in the union ; duty of the inspectors to call 
the attention of the relieving officers to cases of distress, ib. 1954-1957 — ;-Evidence in 
explanation as to the in-door and out-door medical relief allowed in the union, Kennedy 

2432 et seq. Copy of the instructions issued by the vice-guardians for medical officers 

employed in the union ; witness is favourable to this system, ib. 2432-2437 Nature 

of the out-door medical relief allowed in the union ; some cases of imposition did occur 
in obtaining this relief, ib. 2447-2453. 

See also Hospitals. Sickness. Workhouse, 3. 3. 

Meehan, Rev. Michael. {.xVnalysis of his Evidence.)— Parish priest of Carrigaholt, in the 

union of Kilrush, 1374 Extensive area of the pai-ish ; population in 1841; great 

decrease therein since that period, 1375-1398 The rents in the eastern division of the 

parish are very high ; this operates in a great measure in diminishing the industry of ihe 

people, and depriving them of the means of self-support, 1387-1389 Observations as- 

10 the poor-law valuation of the Kilrush Union ; in the eastern division tlie rents are con- 
siderably higher than the valuation, I3g9-i404- Miserable state of the population in 

the electoraf division of Moyarta since the potato failure ; this has been increasing every 
year for the last three years, 1405 et seq. Large numbers of tenants have been dis- 

possessed of their land in consequence of their being unable cultivate it, 1405*-1409. 
Great number of persons at present receiving out-door relief in the union, 1409. 

0.^2. N N There 
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Meeliau,'Kev. Miclml. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Tlxere has heen a good deal of emigration from witness’s district, 1410 At the time 

that out-door relief was stopped last winter the distress in the union was intensely great, 

1411, 1412 Instances of imposition may have occm-red in obtaining out-door relief, 

hut to a very small amount; the great mass of those receiving relief were i-eally destitute, 

T413-1415 Great aversion of the poor to enter the workhouse; causes to which this 

unwillingness may be ascribed, ]4i6-i428 — 'On the stoppage of out-door relief the 

poor weredriveu to resort to shell fish and weeds to support themselves, 1429-1436 

Numerous instances of death from starvation occurred at the time that out-door relief was 

stopped, 1437-1442 Distressed condition of the paupers receiving out-door relief from 

the want of clothing and shelter, 1143-1149. 

Willingness of the poor in the union to work ; the root of all the evil lias been that there 

was no employment for them, 1450, 1451 If the land were properly farmed it would 

afford ample employment for the population, 1452 Discontinuance of the fishery in 

consequence of the* distressed state of the fishermen ; manner in which the fishery was 

carried on in the Shannon and on the coast, 1453-1840 Great number of fishermen 

who were obliged to obtain out-door relief ; they would have been willing to give up relief 

could they have gone out to fish, 1466. 1479, 1480 Attempt made to build a quay at 

Cunigaholt, and failure thereof from the proprietors not subscribing the amount required 

of them by the Board of Works, 1476-1478 Cases of imposition did occur in obtaining 

out-door relief, but not to any great extent, 1841, 1842 There has not been any con- 

sidei'able amount of employment given by the landowners in witness’s district; the land- 
owners do not hold much land in their own hands, 1483-1485. 

Improvements which have been carried out on the estates of Mr. Westby and Mr. 

Burton; the tenants on these estates are the best off in the parish, 1486-1490 There 

would be no indisposition on the part of the tenants to the landlords improving and 
draining their lands; the tenants would not agree to an increased rent; the present rents 

ai'e high enough, 1491-1497 Instance in support of witness’s opinion as to the 

willingness of the poor to work provided they could obtain it, 1498-1502 The want 

of longer tenure in their land by tenants is a great bar to the improvement of their hold- 
ings; they being merely tenants at will are liable to increased rent, 1503-1549 

Evidence relative to the evictions which have taken place in Carrigaholt parish ; very few 
houses have heen levelled; tiie evicted tenants have generally been re-admitted to their 

houses as caretakers, 1550-1572 Wretched condition of the people in witness’s parislx 

since the failure of the potato crop ; witness sees no prospect of improvement under the 
present state of things, 1573-1589. 1601. 

Although the distress has been so great, it has not affected the moral character of the 

people with regard to honesty ; rarity of any cases of theft, 1590-1600 There is na 

employment for the labourers in witness’s district; unless removed by emigration, that 

portion of the population must be maintained by relief, or must die away, 1602-1612 

Witness has not observed that the arrangements of the poor law have acted as a stimulus 

to employment, 1613 Great mortality which occurred among the people employed 

on the public works from exposure to the weather, 1614-1623 -Witness is not aware 

of any leasehold tenants in the county of Clare who became tenants at will on ihe 

expiraiion of their leases, 1624. 1625 Frequency of there being a great scarcity of food 

throughout the country during the last two or three years, 1626-1628. 

The people might have been better relieved during the famine by giving them employ- 
ment; inanaer in which this might have been accomplished, 1629 et seq. Had the 

landlords remitted a portion of their rents, and have given employment at the time of the 

famine, the destitution would not have been near so great, 1630-1639 There was 

great mismanagement on th.e part of the landlords, 1640 Great uncertainty as to the 

prices of agricultural produce at the present time; a period of uncertainty is not the time 
when parties would be likely to invest money in land, 1641-1645. 

[Second Examination.] — Statement of the number of evictions and cleai*ances which 
have taken place upon the estates of Mr. Fitzgibbon Hinchy and others in witness’s 
parish during 1849; 1959-1970. 1987-1989- — Destitute condition of the evicted 

tenants; account of what has become of them since their ejectment, 1971-1977 

Nature of the huts or scalps erected by the people to afford them shelter after being 

evicted, 1972-1974 Depressed state of the tenants in consequence of the numerous 

ejectments, 1977 Refusal of Colonel Vaiideleur to renew the lease of a tenant, 

Anthony Garry, after he had greatly improved the land, 1977-1980 Witness admits 

that Colonel Vandeleuv spends a great deal of money in the improvement of his estate, 

1983-1986 In many instances the evictions have been carried too far for ihe interest 

of the landlords, 1989, 1990 Great benefits which would result from a system of im- 

provement and employment being adopted by the landlords, 1990, 1991. 

Meetings of the Board. See Board of Guardians, 1. 

Mohny, Rev. Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Catholic Priest in the parish of 

RilmuiTy, 2566 Population of the parish in 1847 ; great reduction which has taken 

place 
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Molony, Rev. Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

place since that time, 2567-2570 Distressed condition of the people ; great want of 

clothing, bedding, and shelter, 2571 el seq. Kindness of Captain Kennedyin providing 

clothing for the people ; they would have been much worse off had it not been for his 

kindness, 2572. 2639 ^The present destitution is attributable to the evictions which. 

have taken place since the potato failure in consequence of the non-payment of rent, 

2574-2579 The whole of the misery is to be traced to the failure of ihe potato, 2578, 

'579 Rate of wages usually paid to the labourers in witness’s district, scarce any em- 
ployment is to be obtained, 2580-2582. 2698, 2699 Large portion of the parishioners, 

who were fishermen; tliey are no longer able to fish from want of means, 2583 State- 

ment of the number of persons who have died of absolute hunger in witness’s parish, 
between 1847 and 1850; 2584-2586. 

Particulars relative to the evictions that have taken place on the townland of Shan- 

droum, 2587-2597 How far the land has been improved since the eviction of those 

tenants, 2598, 2599 Reference to the statements of Captain Kennedy as to the 

number of evictions in the Kilrush Union ; opinion that the number stated is very far 

below ihe actual number evicted, 2600-2617 Sufferings inflicted on the poor by the 

stoppage of out-door relief in December 1849 and January 1850 ; great numberof deaths 

which occurred during that period, 2618-2632 The out-door relief was afterwards 

renewed, but not in sufficient time to save life, nor of sufficient amount, 2630, 2631 

Since the return to office of the elected Board of Guardians the poor have not been as 

efficiently relieved or taken care of as formerly, 2633, 2634 Opinion that too much 

economy is used by the Board of Guardians ; the saving is to be attributed in some 
degree to the want of sufficient relief given to the poor, rather than to a judicious 
economy, 2633, 2634. 

Insufficiency of the out-door relief allowed to paupers to rnaintain them in existence, 

262^-2639 Observations on the employment of the able-bodied paupers on stone 

breaking; evil effects thereof, 2640-2643. 2651, 2652 Willingness of the people to 

work; beneficial effects would result from their being employed in the drainage of the 

land, 2644-2647. 2649 Amount of the charitable fund entrusted to witness for the 

relief of the fishermen of his parish; advantages which have resulted therefrom, 2648 

Very few cases of imposition practised in obtaining out-door relief in witness’s district, 

2650. 2669-2672 No works have been undertaken by the proprietors in witness’s 

parish ; there are no resident landlords, 2653-2655. 

Nature of the relief given to the destitute poor previous to the establishment of out- 
door relief in the union, 2656-2659 Frequency of houses being entirely removed after 

. the eviction of the tenants, 2660-2662 Decrease in the number of marriages and 

births ill witness’s parish ; this may account for a portion of the decrease in the population, 

2663-2668 Extent to which emigration has been going on from witness’s parish ; the 

number of emigrants has not been considerable, 2673, 2674 There is no difficulty 

experienced in collecting the poor-rate in witness’s parish ; the farmers pay cheerfully 

whenever they are able, 2675, 2676 The present uncertain tenure of land tends greatly 

to prevent tenants from making improvements, 2677-2690 Opinion that the amount 

•of evictions in witness’s parish has greatly increased the burden of the poor-law, 2692- 
2697. 

Mortality. The mortality in the workhouse in January 1847 at one period exceeded seventy 

per week, Kennedy 18-21. 36-41 The mortality out of doors at that period was 

equally distressing, and the total hospital accommodation, exclusive of the workhouse, 
was for the whole union, one hospital, indifferently supported by voluntary contributions, 

with only seventy-four beds, ih. 21-25 The numbers in relief and the mortality have 

fluctuated to the present time, according to tlie season of the year, and the amount of 

employment, ih. 25 Great mortality in the union in 1B47 ; decrease therein in 1848; 

and great decrease therein in 1849 ; it has again increased to a great extent in the present 
year, *^1850 ; table delivered in of the mortality for the years 1847, 1848, and 1849, ib. 

No considerable number of deaths took place immediately consequent upon 

the cessation of out-door relief, but witness thinks it was the cause of subsequent mortality, 

■ ib. 53^-552- 582-593- 

The number of deaths in the workhouse had undoubtedly something to do with the 

disinclination of the people to go into it, Kennedy 553 How far the rate of mortality 

may be said to be high in the mlrush Union as compared with other unions m Clare, tb. 

404-61*4 Great mortality which occurred among the people employed on the public 

works from exposure to the weather, Meehan 1614-1623 The statement of Captain 

Kennedy with regard to the mortality in tlie year 1848 is perfectly correct, 

1648 1659 Kvplanation as to the cause of the great mortality in the workhouse m 

the month of March 1849, ib. 1835-1837 Return of the total number of deaths which 

occurred in the Kilrush workhouse, in the years 1S47, 1848, and 1849, App. 238. 

See also Inquests. Sickness. Starvation. Vice-Guardians. Workhouse, 3. 

o 42. N N 2 ' Moyarta 
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Report, 1850 — continued. 



Moyarta Electoral Divisio». Miserable state of the populatioa in the electoral division of 
Moyarta since the potato failure ; this has been increasing every year for the last three 
years, Meehan 1405 et seq. Statement as to the number of persons expelled and num- 

ber of houses levelled in the towuland of Moyarta; witness’s report of Moyarta is erro- 
neous to a great extent, Kennedy 2505, 2506 Witness delivers in certain depositions 

on which he founds his statement as to the number of evictions in Moyarta, ib. 2508. 



N. 

JVon-pavment of Rent. The common cause of ihe dispossession of the tenants in the Kil- 
rush Union has been the non-payment of rent, Kennedy 851 T he landlords have 
usually allowed the tenants to remain as long as the rent has been regularly paid, ib. 852 

Witness has heard of instances to the contrary, but thinks they ai-e very few, ih, 

^Witness never ejects tenants but for the non-payment of rent; the idlest class of 

farmers were the first to fail, Keane 1190-1195 The evictions in the union have 

mainly taken place on account of the non-payment of rent, Vandeleur 2071— —The non- 
payment of rent was invariably the cause of the evictions, although instances have 
occurred of ejectments where no rent was due ; these arose from consolidating the farms, 

Kennedy 1^20 The general cause of eviction was the non-payment of rent ; witness 

has known instances in which persons have been evicted who offered to pay up their full 
rent, Coffee 2985, 2986. See also Arrears, 2, Evictions, 3 . 



Occupiers. Proportion of occupiers of land who have become paupem in consequence of 
having been elected from their holdings ; they have generally obtained relief, Vandeleur 
2083. 2084-2096. 

See also Food. Fayment of Rates. Slate of the Union, 1. Tenants. 

Officers of the Union. Unpopularity of the elected Board of Guardians with the officers of 
the union in consequence of their efforts to introduce greater economy in the expenditure, 

Vandeleur 1782-1790 Increased salaries given by the vice-guardians to the officers of 

the union; refusal of the elected Board of Guardians to sanction these salaries, ib. 178a— 

1^86 General discontent among the paid officers in consequence, ifcTmetiy 2297— 

2300. 

See also Board of Guardians, 4 . Medical Officers, Relieving Officers. Salaries. 
Temporary Inspectors. 

"Ordnance Survey and Valuation. Evidence upon the subject of the Orduance survey and 

valuation ; basis upon which that valuation is made, Coffee 3108-3122 ^The Ordnance 

valuation in the union is very unequal, t'6. 31 20-31 22. 

Out-door Relief. Of the large number of persons who received out-door relief, a very small 
per-ceotage had land, Kennedy 90, 91 No large proportion of this mass of the popu- 

lation has returned to the occupation and cultivation of land ; a very large number of 

them are at this moment in a starving state, ib. 92-98 There is no relief given iiow 

except under the first section of the Act, ib. 94 The relief that has been afforded to 

out-door paupers has beeu one pound of Indian meal for all over nine years, and half a 
pound for those under nine years ; no relief was afforded to them in any other shape than 

food; no clothing has been supplied, ib. 103-no Grounds on which witness forms 

the opinion that it was good policy even when it was found that the relief list was 
decreasing, still to give out-door relief, and to keep up a very large number of vacancies 
in the workhouse, and not to give orders for admission into the house, ih. 766-790. 

Manner in which out-door relief was afforded in Kilrush Union ; frequency of parties 

in possession of land obtaining relief, Keane 1361-1373 Great number of persons at 

present receiving out-door relief in the union, Meehan 1409 Cases of imposition did 

occur in obtaining out-door relief, but not to any great extent, ib. 1413-141.5. 1481, 1482 

When the elected guardians resumed office in 1849, they found that the relieving 

officers were not able to speak to the circumstances of the cases of applicants for relief; 

no inquiries had been instituted by them, Vandeleur 1949-1951 Practice of the 

guardians to order temporary relief before the cases were visited by the relieving officers ; 
this must necessarily be the case from the size of the relieving oncers’ districts and the 

number of applicants, Kennedy 2523, 2524 Insufficiency of the out-door relief allowed 

to paupers to raaintaiu them in existence, Molony 2635-2639. 

See also Aged and Infirm Poor. Applications for Relief Condition of the People, 
Distress. Food. Imposition. Local Committees. Relief. Stoppage 
of Out-door Relief. Vagrants. Workhouse, l. Workhouse Test. 

Outrages. See Agrarian Outrages, 
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Fayment of Rates. Serious difficulty experienced by many of the occupiers of land, in 
reference to the payment of poor-rates, Vandeleur 2108, 2109. 

also jlrrear5, 1. Collection of Rates. Small Tenements. 

Poor-Law Commissioners. See Applications for Relief, Board of Guardians, 8. Vice- 
Guardians. 

Poor-Law Inspectors. Detail of the various duties performed by witness as poor-law 
inspector, Kennedy 5-9. 2512-2519. 

See also Medical Relief. Temporary Inspectors. 

Population. The union as constituted in November 1847, contained a population of Sa,ooo, 

upon an area of 148,000 acres, the net value of which was 59,000/., Kennedy 15 ^The 

present union of Kilrush stands with a population, according to the census of 1841, of 

64,000, and a valuation of about 46,000 1 ., ib. 25 The population of 64,000, according 

to the census of 1841, does not at present, in witness’s opinion, exceed 48,000, ib. 26-30 
Opinion that the population of the Kilrush Union, since 1841, has decreased con- 
siderably more than one-fourth, ib. 891-894 Reduction in the population of the union 

since the commencement of the potato famine, in common with all other unions j causes 

to which this mortality is to be attributed, Vandeleur 2103,2104 Population of tbe 

Kilmurry parish in 1847 » reduction which has taken place since that time, Molony 

2567-2570- 

See also Emigration. Labourers, Marriages and Births. Mortality. 

Potatoes: 

1. Evidence relative to the Crop of Potatoes and the Quantity in the District. 

2. Observations on the Effects of the Potato Failure. 



1. Evidence relative to the Crop of Potatoes and the Quantity in the District : 

There was no difficulty in getting the seed for tbe potatoes last year, Kennedy 124 — - 
Where they were planted in flie union tbe crop was very abundant; some were exported, 

but not any very considerable quantity, ib. 124 *-129 6oes not think that 

any potatoes were consumed at the period when out-door relief was stopped ; even com- 
fortable farmers did not consume any potatoes at that time, ib. 519 Subsequent events 

that have happened show that, at that period, there was a considerable amount of potatoes 

in the district, ib. 520 They were generally kept under the beds of those who had 

them; very few of them were pitted out of doors, ib. 521-523 Estimated deh- 

ciency of the potato crop in each year from 1845 to 1849, Keane 1 154 - 1 158 Uou- 

siderable quantity of laud that has been planted with potatoes this year, Vandeleur 214b. 



2. Observations on the Effects of the Potato Failure: 

The difficulty about the payment of the rent has most decidedly arisen from Uie failure 

of the potato, Kennedy 853 The failnre of the potato crop m 1845 and 1846 caused 

the people a loss to the extent of many years’ rent, changed the condition of the whole 
country, and caused all the destitution which existed, Keane 1148 — -Pai-tiaj failure ot 
the potato crop last autumn ; there was a very small quantity cultivated ; the torce ot the 
calamity fell upon the industrious part of the community last year, ib. 1196-1199—— 
Witness can prove that the loss sustained by the population in the tailure of the potato 

crop was the cause of all the destitution, ih. 1343. 1360 Immense numbere of people 

were reduced to poverty in 1847 by the failure of the potato crop, Vandeleur 1651 1 he 

■whole of the misery is to be traced to the failure of the potato, Molony 2578, 2579 '— 
Opinion that in many cases the failure of the potato crop swept away more than the whole 
amount of rent of the holdings. Coffee 301 

See also Conacre Suetem. Distress. Jnstcurit^ of Property. Labourers. 

Landlords. Population. Rents, 

Prices of Produce. Great uncertainty as to tlie prices of agiicultiiral pr^ace at the present 
time i a period of uncertainty is not the time when parties would be likely to invest money 
in land, Meehan 1641-1645. See also Rents. 

.Proceedings of the Committee. Resum^of the proceedings of the Committee, de die in diem. 
Rep. iv-xx. 

^ w HI o Productive 
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Report, 1850 — continued. 



Productive Employment. There are very great natural resources existing in the union 
which would have afforded the means of productively employing the able-bodied popu- 
lation, Kennedy 946. See also Drainage. Improvements. 



Public Worlis. Remarks on the mismanagement and waste on the public works in 1847 » 
demoralization of the people by that mode of employment, Cojfee 3081-3090. 

See also Labourers. Mortality. Relief Works. 



Q. 

Quarter-acre Clause. Observations upon the subject of the quarter-acre clause ; opinion that 
the law is defective in that lespect, Keane 2556. 

Quay (Carrigaholt). Attempt made to build a quay at Carrigaholt, and failure thereof from 
the proprietors nut subscribing the amount required of them by the Board of Works, 
Meehan 1476-1478. 



Rate Books. Difficulty which arose from the assistant barrister having declared the rate 
hooks were informal and irregular, Vandeleur 1682-1685. 

Rates: 

1. Generally. 

2. Particulars as to Rates struck by the Guardians, and the Amount collected. 

1 . Generally : 

There is no doubt the rates have pressed heavily on the people ; but witness does not 

know an instance of anybody being ruined by them, Kennedy 212-220. 252, Q53 

Correspondence which took place at the latter end of 1849, between the Board of 
Guardians of the Kilrush Union and the Poor-law Commissioners relative to the levy of 
rates, ib. 254 et seq. 

2. Particulars as to Rales struck by the Guardians, and the Amount collected : 
Witness delivers in an abstract of all rates struck since the formation of the union up 

to March 1849, Kennedy 43-45 Amount of the poundage rate levied within the 

union during tlie last three years; amount of the rates collected in the same period; 

arrears left 29 September 1849, ib. 635-646 'Return showing the total amount of 

rates struck and collected in the union of Kilrush in the several years, endino- 29 
Sejjtember 1847, 1848, and 1849, stating their average poundage rate on the valuation 
of the union ; and likewise the total amount of money expended on relief, and the 
sources from whence the deficiency was made up, Kennedy’s Ev. p. 55— ‘ — Highest 
poundage and lowest poundage of the rates made in each of these years respectivdy in 

any electoral division, Kennedy 647-649 Highest and lowest poundage rate in any 

electoral division of the estimated expenses for the half year ending March 1 850, ib. 650- 

652 Enormous amount of the poor rates for small tenements and for lands unoccupied, 

Keane 1263-1267 Explanation relative to the rate of 15,000 1 . struck by Board of 

Guardians on 28 August 1847, Vandeleur 1654, 1655 Estimate laid by Captain 

Kennedy before the Board of Guardians of the amount required for the relief of the poor ; 
amount of the rate struck by the Board on lo November 1849 provide this amount, 

ib. 1687-1692 From the large amount of arrears shown in the rate collectors’ warrants, 

the elected Board on returning to office on 3 November 1839, hesitated to strike a 
rate; no rate was struck till 10 November, when a large portion of tlie arrears were 
found to be irrecoverable, ib. 1992-1 706 Abstract of all rates struck since the forma- 

tion of the union up to March 1849, App, 239. 

See also Arrears, 1. Board of Guardians, 2. Collection of Rates. Expenditure. 
Finances of the Union. Payment of Rates. Receipt and Expenditure. Small 
Tenements. 

Receipt and Expenditure. Return of the rates lodged and cost of paupers of Kilrush 
Union from 25 March 1848 to 25 March 1850, Vandeleur’s Ev.p. 124. 

See s-lso Accomits. Expenditure. Finances of the Union. Rates. 

Refusal of Relief . Evidence in detail relative to the case of thirly-eight paupers who had 
applied for relief in December 1849, but whose applications in consequence of the 
enormous number of applicants at the same time were not entertained ; these persons 

were afterwards drowned in crossing the ferry, Xennedy 382-413 Witness believes 

that on many occasions paupers have been brought to the workhouse, and sent away 
again without their cases being decided on or heard, ib. 414-416. 

See also Applications for Relief. 

Relief. 
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Relief. Fluctuations in the number on the relief list, between July 1849 and the present time 

Kenncdi/ lOO, 101 Many of those who have received relief, have produced certificates 

ofliaviiig given up their land, ib. 102 The relief which has been given has certainly 

been insufficient, ih. 107. 111-115 Witness has heard tliat some of the parlies who 

were receiving relief afterwards sold potatoes, but he does not believe it, ib. 130, 131 

Difficulty of suggesting any mode of relieving all the destitute poor, ib. 137 ^Witness 

fears that the number on the relieflist is likely to increase till harvest, ib. 141-146 

Statement of the number of paupers upon the relief list, both in and out of the work- 
house; causes to which their increasing number are attributable, Vandeleur 2127-2130 
Nature of the relief given to the destitute poor, previous to the establishment of out- 
door relief in tlie union, Molony 2656-2659 Insufficiency of the relief given to the 

poor in the union of late, Doherty 2844, 2845. 

See also Applications for Relief. Board of Guardians, 1. Distress. Medical 

Relief. Mortality. Out-door Relief. Refusal of Relief . State of the Union, 1 . 
Stoppage of Out-door Relief. Temporary Relief Act. Worlikouse, 3 . 

Relief Works. Large number of the population of the union in receipt of relief under the 
Burgoyne Act in the summer of 1847, Vandeleur 1652. 

See also Labourers. Public IFor^s. 

Relieving Officers. Number of relieving officers in Kilrush Union; amount of the salary 
paid them, Vandeleur 1952, 1953. 

See also Admission io the Workhouse. Medical Relief. 

Rents. Taking the avei-age land of the union, and the present price of produce, witness 

would say that 15s. an acre would be a good rent for the land, Kennedy 68-71 

Opinion that the distress in the union was in no way attributable to the high rents ; the 

rent is much Jess than the Government valuation, Keane 1160-1167 In no instance 

was there any other consideration besides rent in money paid for the occupations on the 

estates with which witness is connected, 1241, 1242 It was not the paying of a 

rack rent which caused destitution in the union ; the rents paid by the occupiers were 

upon an average under the Government valuation, ib. 1343, 1344 ^The rents in the 

eastern division of the parish are very high ; this operates in a great measure in dimi- 
nishing the industry of the people, and depriving them of the means of self-support, 

Meehan 1387-1389 The effect of the potato failure has been to diminish the regu- 

laj ity of the payment of rent, Vandeleur 2069, 2070 Small portion of the rents that 

has lieen paid in the parish within the last two or three years, Doherty 2721-2728 

Frequency of the rents being raised in the event of tenants improving their land ; this is 
a great obstacle to the progress of such improvements, ih. 2766-2769. 

See also Arrears, 3 . Conacre System. Cottier Tenants. Improvements. Leases. 
Nonpayment of Rent. Potatoes, 2 . Small Farmers. Valuation. Work- 
rent. 

Resident Proprietors. See Landlords. 

Returns. See Discharging. Paupers. 

Rineroe. Particulars relative to the eviction of a number of tenants from the townland of 
Rineroe by the Court of Chancery, Coffee 2956-2961. 

Rundale System. Prevalence of the Rundale system throughout Kilrush Union ; endeavours 
of the proprietors to upset it in the union, Keane 1341, 1342. _ 

S. 

Salaries. The wish of the paid officers for the restoration of the vice-guardians is simply 
attributable to the reduction of their salaries by the Board of Guardians, Kennedy 2299, 

2300 Increase of salary given by the vice-guardians to the officers of the union ; 

tlie salaries have been reduced to their original amount since the return (rf' the elected 
guardians to office, Doherty 2784-2790. 

See also Officers of the Union. Relieving Officers. Shannon, Mr. 

. Scalps. See Huts. 

Schoolmistress. Explanation relative to a complaint made that the Board of Guardians 

refused to appoint an assistant schoolmistress for the union, Vandeleur 1788-1790 

Extracts from the minutes of the Board of Guardians, of the 5th and 17*^ November 
1849, relative to the proposed appointment of an assistant schoolmisti'ess; abandonment 
of the proposal in consequence of the state of the finances of the union, Kennedy ‘iz 7 Z’ 

Sliandrum. Particulars relative to the evictions that have taken place on the townland of 
Shandrum, Molony 2587-2597. See also Clearances, 1. Shannon, Mr. 

Shannon, Mr. Observations on the connexion between Captain Kennedy and Mr. Shannon, 
the reporter of the *' Limerick Examiner,” VAKi/cZewr 1728-1750. 1761-1764 Circum- 

stances under which Mr. Shannon was employed by the Board of Guardians, ib. 

0.52. N N 4 '1765-1770- 
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Shannon, Hr.— continued. , , , , 

1V6S-1770. 1778,1779; Kenned, J 2334. 234-2-3364. pM.fferent character borne by 

Shimionrbyhyiettera hems frequently inst, gating llie people to ou^trage and 

riot Vaiideleiir 1 771-1777 Unfair statements published m the Limerick Examiner, 

as to the management of the union by the elected Board of Guardians ; connexion of 
Mr. Shannon with these comniunicatioiis, ib. 17S0, 1781. 

Testimonials of character presented by Mr. Shannon to the Board of Guardians on 
anplyincr for the office of inspector to superintend the relief ivoibs, Kennedy .334. -342- 

2344^1884 Mr. Shannon was never a paid servant of the Poor-law Commissioners, 

a 0334 "334 Employment of Mr. Shannon by witness to make inquiries into tiro 

eviclons In the union • he never was witness’s clerk, ib. 2336-"-34l. 2368-237=. =374- 
" "f l^fiitation of the evidence of Colonel Vitiidelour, that Mr. Shannon had any 
connexion or coimuunication with the Liraeriok newspaper, tb. =365-=3bS— Uj^i; 
stances attending the resiscnaiioii ot oBice by Mv. Shannon, 2366 — -Natuie ot Mi. 
Shannon’s duties as superintendent of labour in the union; amount of his salary, th. 
2379-2393. See also Evictions, 3. 

Sichiess. Prevalence of sickness and diseiise to an enormous exleiit in the union in 1848, 

Fiiiir/cfeiir 1646-16S8 Wretched condition of the paupers on their ooinmg into the 

workhouse; they remain out of the workhouse until they are nearly starved, and^ lheii 
come in with broken constiLutions, and constantly with dysentery, to. 2095, 2090 
There is no doubt that the number of ejeolmonts tended to increase sickness and mot- 

tality in the union, id. 2099-2102. „ 

Seeoho Clearances,!. Dietary. Stoppage of Out-door ReheJ. Workhouse, 3 . 

Small Farmers. The small farmers themselves were suffering very severely at the time oitt- 

door relief was stopped, Kennedy 628-637 The greater part of the muon was held 

in very small holdings; the rents were generally very moderate, Keane 1148. 

Small Tenements. Severe pressure of the poor rates upon landlords with respect to small 

tenements under 4/., Vandeleur 2110-2117 The obligation upon landlords to pay 

tbe rates of small tenements is a great inducement to eviction, ib. ani-—! be operation 
of the clause rating the owner of tenements under4Z. induces excessive evictions, 

scaS-er,-?! ^TheuZ. rating clause did not produce evictions previous to the potato 

failure, as tlie poor rate was then merely nominal, <2530, 2531— “R^.tum showing 
the number of tenements, at the valuation of from 4Z. to isZ. m the Kilrush Union,, 
and within the county of Clare, showing lire large proportion of those under 4 Z. App. 240. 
ib’ec also Hates, 2. 

Starvation. There is no doubt that as a necessary consequence of the great extent of 

destitution, many cases of absolute staivatioii ensue, Keane iiSy Numerous instances 

of death from starvation occurred at the time ihat out-door relief was stopped, lyiediaJi 

1437-1442 Statement of the number of persons who have died of absolute hunger m 

Kilmurry parish, beiween 1847 and 1850, Molony 2584-2586. 

See also Costello, Austhi. Inquests. 



State of the Union: 

1. Wretched state of the Union; the Poor are in a very miserable condition. ^ 

2. Favourable Reaction which has taken place; the Union is gradually improving. 

1. Wretched state of the Union; the Poor are in a very miserable condition: 

General statement of the present condition of the Kilrush Union, as compared with its 
condition when witness took the manngement of it in November 1847, Kennedy et seq. 

The poor persons receiving relief in the Kilrush Union are in a worse condition than 

they were a year ago, ih. 116-123 Lengthened extracts from witness’s reports to 

the Commissioners, togetlier with correspondence and letters from the Board of Guar- 
dians and other parties on the wretched state of the populatiori of the Kilrush Union, 
UTJfl the miserable condition of the union as regards its finances, ib. 258-272-- — Letters 
from relieving officers of the Kilrush Union showing the state of the union on 21 

December i8i|9, iZi. 1138-1141 Evidence relative to the general condition of the 

union during the last three years, Keane 1148 et seq. Condition of the union since 

1847, and proceedings of the Board of Guardians, Vandeleur 1650 et seq. Dis- 

tressed condition of the people ; great want of clothing, bedding, and shelter, Molony 

2571 et seq. Abstract of inventories taken in June 1846 and September 1847, showing 

ihe condition of eighteen townlands held by the occupiers as tenants from year to year, 
in the Kilrush Union, Ajip. 243. 

2. Favourable Reaction which has taken place; the Union is gradually im- 
proving : 

The condition of the union is gradually improving ; it is in a much more wholesome 
state at present than it was witliin the last few years, Vandeleur 2105-2107 Favour- 

able 
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•Sr^TE OF THE Union — continued. 

2. Favourable Reaction which has taken place, ^c.— continued, 
able reaction that has taken place in the condition of the union since ihe elected Board 
of Guardians have returned to office; the lands have become tenanted and confidence 
restored, Vandeleur 2120-212^ There is no doubt that the late crisis will be very bene- 

ficial to the union ; the reduction of the population may be considered as one element of 

the improvement effected, ib. 2i23~2i26 Promising condition of the union this last 

year; m the event of the potatoes succeeding the destitution in the union will diminish, 
Doherty 2873-2875. 

See also Bourhe, Mr. Condition of the People. Distress. Evictions. Finances 

of the Union, Huts. Mortality. Potatoes. Rates. Sickness. Stoppage 

of Out-dooT Belief. 

Stone Breaking. Observations on the employment of the able-bodied paupers on sione 
breaking; evil effects thereof, Molony 2640-2643. 2651, 2652. 

Stoppage of Out-door Relief. There has been from lime to time a total stoppage of out-door 
relief, during the last six months ; some weeks they have been wholly without relief, and 

some weeks only partial has been granted, Kennedy 147-187 Correction of former 

evidence relative to the stoppages of out-door relief which took place at the end of the year 

1849, ® 73 > 274 Inconsequence of the stoppage of out-door relief, and.the alterations 

of the dieta^of the in-door paupers, the out-door paupers to the amount of 11,000 or 12,000 

persons suffered fearfully, and many of them died, ib. 367, 368 The reason for the 

supplies being stopped and out-door relief discontiuued during the first few weeks after 
the elected guardians returned to office, was their total want of funds and credit, Fanddeur 

1791 Extracts from the medical reports of Dr. Tuite for thefour weeks during which 

the out-door relief was stopped, which sliow that the unhealthy slate of the district did 

not increase during that tiuie, ib. 1957, 195R Suffering inflicted on the poor by the 

stoppage of out-door relief in December 1849 and January 18505 great number of 

deaths which occurred during that period, Molony 2618-2632, Doherty 2770-2776 

The out-door relief was afterwards renewed, but not in sufficient time to save life, nor of 
sufficient amount, 2630, 2631— —The stoppage of out-door relief which occurred 

in December 1849 and January 1850 arose from the want of funds, Doherty 2770-2776. 

See dso Condition of the People. Distress. Food, Mortality. Sickness, 

Sub-division of Land. The tendency to sub-divide land into small holdings has greatly 
diminished since the potatoe failure, Fandeleur 2131-2133. 

Surrender of Land. Observations with regard to the cases of voluntary surrender of hold- 
ings by tenants upon receiving compensation, Kennedy 2182-2184 Circumstances 

attending the voluntary surrender of land in certain cases of eviction from the property 
of Mr. Kelly at Clonadrum, Doherty 2753-2765. 

iSee also Compensation Allowances. 



T. 

Temporary Inspectors. Nature of the duties of temporary inspectors under tlie PoorJaw 
Commissioners, Kennedy 2517. 

Temporary Relief Act. Shortly prior to the passing of the Poor Relief Extension Act 
in June 1847, as many as 47,000 persons were at one time in receipt of relief under the 
Temporary Relief Act administered by local committees, and controlled by a finance 
committee ; the funds were supplied from Government sources, Kennedy 15. 

See also Out-door Relief. 

Tenants. Depressed state of the tenants in Carrigafaolt in consequence of the numerona 
ejectments, Meehan 1977. 

See also Clearances. Cottier Tenants. Evictions. Improvements. Leases. 

Non-payment of Rent. Occupiers. Rents. 

Tenements. Return showing the number of rated tenements in each of the electoral divisions 
of the Kilrush Union for the years ending 1846, 1847, 18481 1849, and 1850, showing 
the decrease therein since 1846, Kennedy 45. 1127-1134. 

See also Small Tenements. 

Tenure of Land. General desire among the people to obtain a more permanent tenure of 
land, Coffee 3155. See also Improvements. Leases. 

Tillage. Opinion that the tillage in the union is better this year than it was last year; 
this is attributable to the abatement of the rents. Coffee 3097, 3098. 

See also Cultivation of Land. Farming. 

0,52. O o Townlands. 
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Townlands. Abstract of inventories of the condition of certain townlands in 1846 and 

1847, the property of the Marquis of Conyngham and Mr, Westby, Keane 1149. 1153 

Circumstances attending the preparation of that abstract, ib. 1150-1153 Explana- 

tion as to a portion of the abstract as to the condition of certain townlands in 1846, 
1847, and 1850, ih. 1321-1324. ’ 

Towns. Considerable number of ejected tenants that have found their way into the different 
towns in Ireland ; manner in which they are supported, Vandeleur 2091—2093. 

Treasurer of the Union. Circumstances under which the new elected guardians allowed 
the treasurer to stop a larger sum weekly from the remittances than he was entitled to 

do, Kennedy 2247 Although witness explained to the . Board that the treasurer was 

unjustifiable in impounding those monies, still they took no steps to come to any arrange- 
ment, ih. 

Treatment of Paupers. See Workhouse, 2, 

Tuite, Dr.. Extracts from the medical report of Dr. Tuite for the four weeks during which 
the out-door relief was stopped, which show that the unhealthy state of the union did 
not increase during that time, Vandeleur 1957, 1958. 

Turf Cutting. Some of the inhabitants of the union have been employed in cutting turf, 
and this is also the support of a very great number still ; but it affords them a most 
miserable subsistence, Kennedy 49-55. 



Vagrants. The n hole family of the persons dispossessed usually become vagrants within 
the union; they apply to the guardians, and usually obiain out-door relief; geuurul 
miserable condition of these pnrhes, Kennedy 867-890. 895-899. 928-942. 

Valuation of the Union. A re-valuation of the union is in progress, which will most pro- 
bably result in a reduction in the valuation one-third, or perhaps to 30,000 Kennedy 

26-30. 33-36 Observations as to the poor-law valuation of the Kilrush Union ; in the 

eastern division the rents are considerably higher than the valuation, MeeAtr/n 399-1 404 

Evidence relative to the rental of property in the union ; the ordnance valuation in a con- 
siderable part of the union is very much above the letting value, Coffee 2964-2978. 

See also Expenditure. Ordnance Survey and Valuation. Population. Rents. 

Vandeleur, Colonel C. M. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Proprietor in the Kilrush Union ; 

is chaiiman of the Board of Guardians, 1646-1649 Evidence relative to the condition 

of the union since 1847, and the proceedings of the guardians, 1650 etseq. Extent of 

the workhouse accimmiodfition in the union in November 1847; increased accommo- 
dation which had been provided to meei the anticipated pressure fr .m the potato 

failure, 1650-1654 Immense numbers of people were reduced to poverty in 1847, 

by the failure of the potato crop, 1651 — Large number of the population of the unitm 
in receipt of relief under the Burgoyne Act in uie summer of 1847 ; 1652 Explana- 

tion relative to a rate of 15,000 1. struck by the Board on 28 August 1847 > ^65^, 1655 
—Appointment of the vice-guardians on 8 March 1848 ; previously to that Ua[)i:un 

Kennedy was appointed as temporary inspector, 1656 Prevalence of slcknes.-; uml 

disease to an immense extent in the union in 1848; 1656-1658 The statement, of 

Captain Kennedy with regard to the mortality iu the year 1 848 is perfectly correct, 1 658, 
1659. 

Circumstances which led to the appointment of vice-guardians in 1848 ; the union 

remained under their management till November 1849; 1659-1670 The elec-ti d 

Board of Guardians were reinstated on 3 November 1849, when witness was elected 

as chairman, 1671, 1672 Embarmssed condition in which the finances nf the union 

were- left by the vice-guardiatis ; they had overdrawn thyr aceotini, btsides bavins; 

incurred a debt of upwards of 13,000/.; 1673-1682. 1699 Dtfficulty which arose 

from the assistant-banister having declared the rate books were informal and illeual 

1682-1685 Exertif.ns of ilie Board of Guardians to carry on the affairs of the union 

in November 1849; they were unable to obtain credit for the necessary supplies, 1685, 
1686. 

Estimate laid by Captain Kennedy before the Board of Guardians of the amount 
required for the relief of the poor; amount of the rate struck by the Board on lo 

November 1849 provide this amount, 1687^1692 On the elected Board of Guardians 

returning to office, they found the books of the union in such a state, that they could uo't 

discover the exact financial conditiemofthe union, 1692-1698 From the large amount 

• of arrears shown in the rate collectors’ warrants, the elected Board, on their returning- to 
office on 3 November 1849, hesitated to strike a rate; no rate was struck till 10 
November, when a large portion of the arrears were found to be irrecoverable, 1692-1706 

Amount 
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VandeleuT, Colonel C. M. (Analysis of his Evidence)— coMiintied. 

Amount of the rates collected during the week ending 3 November 1849, the last 

week the vice-guardians were in office, and amounts expended for relief, 1706-1709. 



[Second Examination.]— Every exertion was made by Captain Kennedy to embarrass 
the newly-elected Board of Guardians, with the view of bringing back the vice-guardians, 

1710 et seq. ^The correspondence and reports of Captain Kennedy were intended to 

prejudice the Board of Guardians with the Commissioners; grounds on which witness 

makes this assertion, 1710-1728. 1751-1764 Exertions of the Board to obtain 

supplies; in consequence of tlieir being refused credit in December 1849, loade^ 

themselves personally responsible for the expenditure of the union, 1721-1723 Return 

of the rates lodged, and cost of paupers of Kilrush Union from 25 March 1848 to 25 

March 1850,7). 124 It was the duty of the vice-guardians to have struck a rate, so as 

to have left the newly-clected Board of Guardians funds to provide relief on their return to 
office, 1715-1717- 

Connexion between Captain Kennedy and Mr. Shannon, the reporter of the " Limerick 
Examiner,” 1728-1750. 1761-1764— —Circumstances under which Mr. Shannon was 
employed by the Board of Guardians as a measurer of stones, 1765-1770. 1778? ^779 
- Indifferent character borne by Mr. Shannon ; by his letters he was frequently . 

instigating the people to outrage and riot, 1771—1777 Unfair statements published in 

the “ Limerick Examiner ” as to the management of the union by the elected Board of 
Guardians; connexion of Mr. Shannon with these communications, 1780, 1781- 
Unpopularity of the elected Board of Guardians with the officers of the union in con- 
sequence of their efforts to introduce greater economy in the expenditure, 1782-1790 

Increased salaries given by the vice-guardians to the officers of the union; refusal of the 
elected Board of Guardians to sanction these salaries, 1782-1786 — | — Explanation 
relative to a eompluint made that the Board 01 Guardians refused to appoint an assistant 
schoolmistress for the union, 1788-1790. 

The Board of Guardians were most anxious to do their duty, and to provide for &v&ry- 
thing their embarrassed condition would allow, 1789- The reason tor the supplies 
being stopped and out-door relief discontinued during the first few weeks after the 
guardians came into office was their total want of funds and credit, 179^“’ — Explanation 
relative to the turnip diet given to the inmates of the workhouse, as mentioned by 
Capiain Kennedy; reference to the complaint of John Gorman as to the dietary of the 

workhouse, 1791-1807. 1810-1814 Statement of the dietary allowed ihe able-bodied 

paupers in the workhouse, 1791-1798 Witness complains of the statements con- 

stantly forwarded by Captain Kennedy to the Commissioners for the purpose of pre- 
judicing them against the Board of Guardians, 1807-1809* 1^14> ^^15 ^be Com- 

missioners found great fault with the administration of the vice-guardians, both in the 
Kilrush Union and throughout the couutiy, 1810. 

Evidence relative to the warming of the workhouse and the supply of fuel; opinion 

that the rooms are sufficiently warm, 1816-1833 Explanation on the subject of a 

deficiency of fuel having taken place at the workhouse, 1822-1830 It would be a 

great advantage if fires could be discontinued in the workhouse and the rooms warmed by 
hot air, 1833-' Since the return of the Board of Guardians to the management of the 

union, they have been closely watched, 1834- Cause of the great mortality in the 

workhouse in the month of March 1849 ; 1B35-1837 Nature of ihe hospital accom- 

modation and medical attendance provided for the paupers by the vice-guardians ; great 
abuses in tlie system, 1835. 

Sufficiency of the existing hospital accommodation in the union, 1838, 1839 No 

medical atiendance or sick diet is given to ottt-door palienls ; the practice is to remove all 

the sick paupers into the hospital of the workhouse, 1840-1859 Discontinuance of 

the dispensaries in the Kilrush Union supported by grand-jury presentments ; the medical 
officers found it a much better thing to be under the Boaid of Health than under the 

grand jury; they were better paid, 1856, 1857 Existence of a small fever, hospital m 

Kilrush Union, supported by grand-jury piesentmenls, 185S It would be an advantage 

if all the medical charities of the union were consolidated and placed under the manage- 
ment of the poor-law guardians, 1858, 1859 Observations relative to ihe appointment 

by the vice-guardians of the union medical officer as medical officer to the workhouse 
hospital, and also the county fever hospital, 1860-1876— —(mmniunication made by 
witness to Mr. Lynch on the subject, who advised ihe medical officer to send m his resig- 
nation ; the appointment was a most tremendous job, i860, 1861. 



Practice of the Board of Guardians in attending to applicants for out-door jelief, 1877- 
1880. 1885 Local committees are not appointed in the electoral divisions for the pur- 

pose of investigating the cases of paupers ypjilymg for outdoor rel.ef,- the system did 
not work well, 1881-1884 Althougn it may be a great baidship ni obliging all appli- 

cants for relief to appear before the Board at Kilrusli, btill it is preferable to a)>pointmg 
electoral division committees, 1885-1897 Difficulties in the way of eteking applica- 

tions for relief by local committees in the electoral divisions of the union, 1893 1897 

Denial of the statement made by Captain Kennedy, that a system was pursued by the 
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Board of distnissiuo' applicants for relief on one of the latter days of the week, with the 
view of diminishing the mimber on the Saturday, when the returns of the number receiving 

relief were made up, 1898-1916 Reference to the observations of Mr. Lynch on 

Captain Kennedy’s report of the 6th December 1849, relative to the miserable condition 
of certain evicted tenants in the village of Doonbeg, 1917-1939 There was no occa- 
sion for their remaining in that deplorable state, as there were vacancies m the workhouse 
for eight times the number, 1917 " 1939 - 

Practice of the Board of Guardians in giving relief to aged and infiim poor, 1940- 

Frequency of cases of imposition in parties obtaining out-door relief who were 

not entitled 10 ^,1945-1951 When the elected guardians resumed office in 1849 

they found that the relieving officers were not able to speak to the circumstance:; ot trie 
cases of applicants for relief; no inquiries had been instituted by them, 1949-1951 
Number of relieving officers in Kilrush Union; amount of the salary paid them, 1952, 

igco How far the practice of giving orders for extra nourishment nrevailed in the 

union ; duty of the inspectors to call the attention of the relieving officers to cases of 

distress, 1954-1967 Extracts from the medical reports ot Dr. Tuite, for the four 

weeks during which the relief was stopped, which show that the unhealthy state of the 
district did riot increase during that time, 1957, IQS^- 

[Third Examination.]— Great increase of evictions in tlie union since the commence- 
ment of the poiato famine; this has also been the case in all other unions m the south 
and west of Ireland, in consequence of the pressure, 1992— — Evidence showing the gross 
inaccuracies contained in Captain Kennedy’s report of the 7th May 1849, 
number of evictions which have taken place in Kilrush Union ; they are overcharged 

more than one-half, 1992-2068 The effect of the potato failure has been to dimmish 

the re^^ularity of the payment of rent, 2069,2070 The evictions in the union have 

mainly'taken place on account of tlie non-payment of rent, 2071— — Process by which 

the ejectments and evictions take place, 2072-2075 Unproductive state 01 the land 

in cases where evictions have taken place ; ejectment was a course necessary tor the jund- 
iords to resort to for the good of the estate, 2076-2078 General practice as to land- 

lords giving compensation or assistance to evicted tenants, 2079, 2080. 

Considerable extent to which emigration has been going on from Kilrush Union within 
the last few years ; assistance given to ejected tenants by tlie landlords to enable them to 

emigraie, 2080-2083 Proportion of the occupiers of land who have been entirely 

broken down and become paupers, in consequence of having been ejecled from their 
holdings ; they have generally obtained relief from the Board of Guardians, 2oo3> ^”4 “ 
2qq 6 System of credit pursued ill the Kilrush Union, among tlie farmers and fisher- 
men ; mischievous effect of this system, 2083 Previously to the potato failure, theie 

was no such class as a purely labouring class in the union; every man was a landholder, 

2089, 2090 Considerable number of ejected tenants that have found their way into 

the different towns; manner in which they are supported, 2091-2093. 

Wretched condition of the paupers on their coming into the workhouse ; thev remain 
out of the workhouse until they are nearly starved, and then come in with broken con- 
stitutions, aud constantly with dysentery, 2095, 2096 Many persons are living m huts 

in the union, hut not at all to ihe extent that has been stated, 2097, 2098 There is no 

doubt that the number of ejectments tended to increase sickness and mortality in tne 
union, 2099-2102— —Reduction in the population of Kilrush Union since the com- 
mencement of the potato famine, in common with all other unions ; causes to which this 

mortality is to be attributed, 2103,2104 The condition of tlie union is gra^dually 

improving; it is in a much more wholesome state at present than it was within the last 

few years, 2105-2107 Serious difficulty experienced by many of the occupiers of 

land in reference to the payment of poor-rates, 2108, 2109. 

Severe pressure of the poor-rates upon landlords with respect to small tenements under 

4 Z • 2110—21 17 The obligation upon landlords to pay the rates of small tenements is 

a «reat inducement to evictions, 2111 The landlords have been severe sufferers from 

the effects of the potato failure, 2118-2120 Favourable reaction that has taken place 

in the condition of the union since the elected Board of Guardians have return^ to 
office; ilie lands have become tenanted, and confidence restored, 2120-2122- — There 
is no doubt that the late crisis will be very beneficial to the union ; the reduction of the 
population may be considered as one element of the improvement effected, 2123-2126 

Statement of the number of paupers upon the relief list, both in and out of the 

workhouse; causes to which their increasing numbers are attributable, 2127-2130 — — 
The tendency to subdivide land into small holdings has greatly diminished since the 
potato failure, 2131-2133. 

Improved system of cultivation adopted by the farmers in the union, 2134 Very 

little employment is at present given by the farmers, 2135 Inadequacy of the present 

mte of wages to agricultural labourers; impossibility of the labourer supporting his 

family, 2135-2145 Considerable. quantity of land tiiat has been planted with potatoes 

this vear 2146 Revival of the conacre system in the union; this will be a considcr- 

able 
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able relief to the union at present; but witness doubts whether it is advantageous to the 

country at large, 2147-2149 Employment given by the landlords in the permanent 

improvement of the land ; amount of witness’s expenditure for the lust five years upon 
labour alone, 2150, 2151. 

[Fourth Examination.] — Delivers in the audit of the accounts of the union up to 
the 23d February 1850; 2879, 2880. 

[Fifth Examination.] — Representation made by witness to Captain Kennedy, as to 
the serious and extraordinary errors contained in his staiements as to the amount of evic- 
tions and house levelling in the union, 2891-2893 Captain Kennedy has not taken 

any steps to correct those errors pointed out by witness, 2893. 

[Sixth Examiuation.] — Witness denies the correctness of the statements of Mr. 

Cofi'ee, as to the number of evictions in the union, 3167-317® Coffee has been 

wilfully misled by the person who furnished him with his information, Mr. Thomas 

Brew of Dysart; authority on which witness makes this assertion, 3^®9~3^7® There 

is no question that evictions to a large extent were carried on in the union, and that 
necessarily, but not near to the extent stated by Captain Kennedy and Mr. Coffee, 3178 

Statement of the number of evictions on witness’s property up to June 1849 ; number 

staled in Captain Kennedy’s report, 3179-3182. 

Vandeleur, Colonel. See Evktiom, 1. Improvements. Leases. Shaiino/i, Mr. 

Vice Guardians. Vice-guardians were appointed in March 1848 and remained till Novem- 
ber 1849; since that period the union has reverted to the management of a Board of 
Guardians, Kennedy 12, 13 Circumstances which led to the appointment of the vice- 

guardians in 1848; the union remained under their management till November 1849, 

Vande/eur 1656. 1659-1670 The Poor-law Commissioners found great fault with the 

administration of the vice-guardians, both in the Kilrush Union and throughout the 

country, ib. 1810 Flattering letter received by tiie vice-guardians from the Poor-law 

Commj^ssionerB, expressing their general approval of their administration of the union 
durino" iheir tenure of office, Kennedy 2412- The vice-guardians were less ni^ardly in 
the relief afforded than the Board of Guardians ; the cases of death from want of food 
were much less frequent under the administration of the vice-guardians, Doherty 2846-2848 

Complaints among the farmers of the extravagance of the yice-guardians, to. 2849— 

2856 .Opinion that there was no just cause of complaint against the vice-guardians, 

of extravagance in administering relief, ib. 2850. 

See also Applications for Relief. Arrears, 1. Board of Guardians,^. 3. 

Collection of Rates. Expenditure. Finances of the Union. Medical Officers. 

Officers of the Union. Workhouse, 1. 



W. 

Wases. Inadequacy of the present rate of wages to agricultural labourers ; impossibility 
^ the labourer supporiing his family, Vandeleur 2135-2145- — Rate of wages usually 
paid to the labourers in Kilmurry district ; scarce any employment is 10 be obtained, 
Molony 2580-2582. 2698, 2699. 

Warminff the Workhouse. Witness is of opinion that sufficient fires are not kept up m the 

Kilrush Union workhouse, Kemiedy 558. STO-fiSo Evidence relative to the warming 

of the workhouse and the supply of fuel ; opinion that the rooms are sufficiently warm, 

Vandeleur 1816-1833 It would be a great advantage if fires could be discontinued 

in the workhouse, and the rooms warmed by hot air, i6. 1833— ^Deleciivev arming of 
the workhouse; insufficiency of the supply of fuel; the Board of Guardians should 
have taken the contractors to account for this neglect, Kennedy 2413-2431. 

See also Fuel. Workhouse, 2. 

West of Ireland. See Evictions, 4. 

Work Bent. Denial of the statement of Captain Kennedy as to the extent to which the 
work-rent system prevailed in Kilrush Union, Keane l344-t340- 
See also Conacre System. 

Workhouse : ^ tt 

1. Extent of the Workhouse Accommodation in the umm. 

2. Treatment of the Pauperein the Workhouse; Ob)eetwr, of the Poor to enter 

the WorldiQUse. 

3. Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Extent of the Workhouse Accommodation in the Union : 

In 1847 there was a badly ordered workhouse to accommodate 1100 persons with 
a populSon of 82,000, a vJry steal portion of whom 

paEperiam. Kennedy 15 The wo.khouse soon became gorged, and tlie 

0.52. f 2 S J 
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^VORKHOUSE — continued. 

1. Extent of the Workhouse Accommodation in the continued, 

gradually increased till it reached upwards of 30,000; this was in July 1849, Kennedy 

15-18 Increase which has taken place in the wtirkhouse accommodation from time to 

tira'- ; number it will hold at the present time; number in the workhouse on 1 June 1850, 

ib. 25, 26- ^'I'here is the principal workliouse and six auxiliary buildings, ib. 99 It 

would not be possible to provide adequate workhouse accommodation for all the destitute 

poor that Mr. Bcurke speaks of in ids report, ij. 136-143 State of the workhouse 

and auxiliaries upon Tuesday, 1 January 1850 ; number of occupants at night, Kennedy's 
Ev., p. 30. 

Evidence relative to the increase of the workhouse accommodation in the Kilrush 

TJcion which has tiiken place from time^to Kennedy 328-34.9, 354-366 Evidence 

as to the overcrowding of the workhouse during the administration of the vice-guardians, 

ib. 1049-1054 Correspondence between witness and the Poor-law Commissioners, 

relative to the overcrowding of the workhouse in the Kilrush Union, ib. 1055-1060 

Extent of the workhouse accouiinodation in the union in November 1847; increased 
accommodation which had been provided to meet the anticipated pressure from the 
potato failuie, Vandeleur 1650-1654. 

2. Treatment of the Paupers in the Workhouse } Objection of the Poor to enter 

the Workhouse : 

One of the principal causes of objection to going into the workhouse is the want of 
sufficient warmth in the workhouse, the people being always accustomed to n large 

supply of fuel, Kennedy 554-580 But, generally speaking, no fault can be found 

with the workhouse, ib. 568 Great aversion of the poor to enter the workhouse ; causes 

to which this unwillingness may be ascribed, Meeham 1416-1428 The paupers have 

no reason to complain of their general treatment in the workhouse, Kennedy 2487. 

3 . Papers laid before the Committee : 

Table showing the number of paupers in the Kilruih workhouse since the 29th Sep- 
tember 1849; also the occasional change of dietary, together witli the sickness and 

mortality, to the 8tli June 1850, App. 240 Return showing the number of deaths in 

the workhouse, during each month ami year, and the total number of inmates at the 
close of each month, ib. 241. 

See also Admission to the Workhouse. Auxiliary Houses. Cost of Maintenance. 
Dietary. Dischar^n^ Paripers. Medical Relief. Mortality. OuUdoor 
Relief. Relief. Sickness. Warming the Workhouse. 

Workhouse Test. Necessity for vacancies being kept in the workhouse so as to allow of 
the application of the test on all applicants for out-dobr relief, Kennedy 2482. 

Wyndham, Colonel. Liberality of Colonel Wyndham in assisting the emigration of pauper 
tenants, Keane 1334. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




